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I The previous Diſpoſition to, and the Method of, the 
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Printed for W. Meas, at the Lamb, without Tele- Har. 


FULLY 


EXP LAINED: 


CONTAINING, 1 


CREATION: The Fall of A- AM and EVE; 3 Their 
Repentance and Sufferings; Their Poſterity down to Non. 
With a particular Deſcription of the DELUGE. 


II. The Wonderful Life of AB RA HAM, and the Diſtinction 
between the Two Lines, that of Is a ac, Father of the 
Fews, and of ISHMAE I, Father of the Arabs. 1 


III. An Hiſtorical and Chronological DisSERTATIO N 
concerning the Miraculous Prophetick LIGHT, which 
ſhone on the Forehead of Mahr, and all his Progenitors. 


IV. The LIVES of Has HEKMu, ABPDOLIMu TAI I B. and 
ABD AL LAB, the Three immediate Predeceſſors of 
Ma HOMET 3 With his own Lite, Pilgrimage to Heaven, 
Leath, &c. The Prayers, Ceremonies, Faits, Feſtivals, 
and other Rites obſerved by the Mahomet avs. With 2 
Remarkable ne of the Day of Judgment. 


Written in Spaniſh and Arabich, in the Year M.DC. I. 
for the Inſtruction of the Moriſcoes in Spain. 


By MAnoMeBr RABADAN, an Arragonian Moor. 
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ON my Arrival in 
WR England, Three Years 

ſince, from Barbary, 4 
Country NET I have pals'd 
Twenty Years of my Life, I had 
no ſooner determined to Tranſlate 


the] reatile of which L here intreat 
A 2 Yo out 


1 


YoutLotdſhip 8 Accepratigh than 
I deſigned to honour the Original 


with a Place in the Harleyian 1 


Library. 


I hall not attempt to give Your 
Lordſhip any particular Account 
bf this Work, the Author him 
ſelf having done it ſo fully. | 
The Chief Motives of my un- 
dertaking the Tranſlation, were, 
Io give my Countrymen, more 
juſt Tdeas of the Notions of the 
Mahometans, than they have 
hitherto received; and becauſe. 
I really thought many Things 


in the Author, were very Curious, 


and ought not to be buried in the 


little-known Languages (1n this 
Part of the World) in which 
they are delivered, 

1 How 


> 


K 22 


How Ie by the Manuſeript, I 
I have acquainted the Reverend 
and Learned Dean Prideaux, in 
a Letter hereunto annexed ; and 
ſhall only add, That, if the 
Original be thought worthy of 
Your Lordſhip's Acceptance ; 
and if either That, or the Tran- 
ſlation, can give Your Lordſhip. ' 

any Entertainment, 1t will an- 


ſwer all the Wishes of, 


LONDON, 
May 20. 1723. 


My LoRsp, 
Tour Lordſhip' s moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, 


J. MORGAN. 


To the REVEREND 
HUM THREY PRIDEAUx, D.. 
DEAN of NO RWIC H. 


REVEREND SIR, 


4. RRELYING on your Goodneſs, that 
M222 © you will Pardon my intruding on 
your better employ'd Thoughts, I 
make bold to proceed without fur- 
ther Apology, You being, un- 
doubtedly, the propereſt Perſon to 

* beapply'd to in this Matter. Y 
In the Kingdom of Tanis, where (and in other 
Parts of Barbary) I reſided ſeveral Years, I pur- 
chaſed a M.S. Anno 1719. written Anno Dom. 1603. 
by one of thoſe ſeemingly converted Moors, called by 
the Spamards CHRISTIA Nos NUEVoOs, whole profeſſed 
Chriſtianity being forced and unvoluntary, was, 
by Conſequence, never real. The Author's Aim in 
compiling this Work, was for the Inſtruction of the 
numerous and ignorant Multitude of his Nation and 
Perſnaſion inhabiting thoſe Kingdoms, concerning 
* their erroneous Chronology, and the Rites and Cere- 
monies of that pernicious Se&. That being the Time 
* when the Inquiſition was hotteſt againſt thoſe coun- 
9a 4 „„ 


Lay 


Q 
RK & & ( 


SS AAA; ůãàwo c 


91 80 


viii A LETTER to 


( © terfeit Chriſtians, and but few Years before their 

* laſt General Expulſion, all who are not ignorant of 
the Bigotry and miſtaken Zeal of the Romiſh Clergy, 
* eſpecially in Spain, may eaſily imagine the Confuſion 
their Religious Affairs muſt be in after ſo rigorous a 
* Proſecution, and of ſo long a Continuance the bare 
* Uſe of their Natural Language, being deemed a 
* Crime worthy the Cognizance of that mercileſs and 
* deteſtable Tribunal. But not to tire your Patience, 


£3 


or detain you upon à Subject you are ſo much better 


acquainted with than I can pretend to be, I proceed 


* to give you ſome Account of the Book itſelf, 

He begins long before the Creation, with the 
previous Diſpoſition in the Empyreal Heaven towards 
it, and brings it down to the Death of that Grand 
* Impoſtor, whoſe Lite you have fo accurately tran- 
* {mitted to Poſterity. Though his Orthography, or 
* 1ather Cacography, is peculiar to himſelf, yet there 
is ſomething Curious and Uncommon throughout the 
* whole Work; Nor does it want a beautiful Extra- 
in my Own, but in the Opinion of ſeveral 
Gentlemen of Learning and Senſe. He has com- 


© poſed the whole in Metre, and for fo doing, gives 


* is Reaſon in a ſhort Preface, The Language is 
* Spaniſh, though not properly Caſtillian, but intermix'd 


* with the Arragonian and Valencian Idioms (he being 


* a Native of Arragon) with innumerable Arabick 
Words in Spaniſb Terminations: So that Imay, with- 
© ont Vanity, affirm, there are very few in this Na- 


tion who can make any thing of it befides myſelf; 


* Whoby my long Continuance, and frequent Conver- 
* fations with the Off. ſpring of thoſe Exiles in 
* Barbary, am thoroughly versd in their Way of 
5 expreſling their Sentiments. It may, without Scruple, 
* be depended on as Genuine; for it can he ſcarce ſup- 


* poſed, that, at ſuch a Juncture, an A/faqui, when 


* his Flock were in ſuch need of Spiritual! nſtruction, 
+ would give them any thing contrary to the firm 


Tenets 


* vagance, and an uncultivated Elegancy, not only 
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in ſeveral Places, he modeſtly pleads his own In- 


Br. PEP 
Tenets of their Belief, at leaſt wilſully; and, indeed, 


ſufficiency for ſuch an Undertaking, for want of 
Materials and Capacity. i 5 

As he gives amore particular Account of ſe- 
veral of Mahomet's Anceſtors, and of Himſelf, 
(and likewiſe moſt unaccountable Fables of many of 
the Patriarchs, but eſpecially of Abrabam) than I meet 
with in other Writers, I was adviſed to publiſh it 
for its Curioſity, and I have, in Effect, tranſlated 
into Engliſp-Proſe, about a Sixth Part of it, with 
many Explanatory Notes, which ſeveral good Judges 


tell me, are in no wife Impertinent to the Matter, 


but rather very Uſeful and Inſtructive, Sc. 

* If you pleaſe, Sir, to give your Conſent, I am 
ready to ſend you the Sheets I have done, rough and 
unpoliſhed, juſt as they are, by any Conventency 
you ſhall direct: The which if you will take the Pains 
to peruſe and ſend me your Sentiments, I ſhall reckon 
myſelf your Debtor, for whatſoever Service ſhall at any 
Time, or on any Occaſion, fall in my Way. And if 
you would be pleaſed to correct a few Pages, the 
Corrections of ſo eminent a Pen, I ſhould take as an 
Honour and Favour, and ſhall ſerve me as ſo many 
Rules in my future carrying on this Work. = 


No, having too long incroach'd on your Patience, 


I only beg you'll be pleas'd to grant me a ſpeedy 
Anſwer, and Leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, | 


Reverend SIR, 
ONDON, | 
Avguſt 12, 
ks  ; 


Tour moſt bumble Servant 
to Command, 
4 OS. : MO R GAN. 


I take 


* ALETTER, &c. 


| TI take this Opportunity, of returning my moft ' 
j hearty Thanks to Dean Prideaux, for his kind Com- 
| phance with my Requeſt, in a Reviſal of this Work, 
ö Had he not been incapacitated, through his Ill State of 
. Health, and very great Weakneſs, of which I received 
J the following melancholy Account, from his Amanu- 


: enſis, the next Poſt after I wrote to him. þ 

; | 

jj 

jþ | 

| T1 5 15 
; The Anſwer of Dean PRIDEAux. 

ö SIR, 

" 5 Write ycu this, by the Order of my Maſter 
i * the Dean of Norwich, who commands me 
0 to tell you, That he has received your Let- 
a * ter, and would be glad to ſerve you in the Matter 
2 you propoſe, were he in a Condition; But being now 
| © weakned by Age and Infirmity to ſuch a Degree, 
N as he hath not Strength in his Hands to write his own 


Name, he deſires to be excuſed, and that you would 
not take it amiſs, that he cannot write to you him- 
* ſelf. 1 


NORWICH, I am 
Augult the 18th, | 
1722. 


Tour humble Servant, 
THO. CHURCH. 


To Mr. Joſ. Morgan, Oc. 
THE 
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Mahometan Confeſſion of FAI TH; 
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| A* TREATISE concerning the 

* AxrTICLES which every good Muſſul- 
man ig obliged to receive and he- 

lieve, in order to be of the Number 
of the FAITH Fur. 


— 


EEE 

/G D' Exiſtence. 
N HE Articles of our Faith, which every 
WI 


: good Muſulman is bound to believe, and 
to receive with an intire Aſſurance, are 


ISS? Thirteen in Number, whereof this is the 
d firſt and principal. 


* 


* The Title of this in the Original is, Tratado ſegundo de Ios Ar- 
ticulos, que tudo buen Muſlim eſta obligado a creer y tener por Fe; that 
is, The ſecond Treatiſe of ibe Articles which every good Mnſulman is obli- 
ged to believe and bold as Faith, What is moſt remarkable in this M. S. 
is, that it is written in Spaniſh, with drabick Characters. It is in 
the Publick Library at Amſterdam, and was, lately tranſlated into 
French, from a Latin Verſion taken from the Original. Mr. Reland, 
in his De Relig. Moham. frequently quotes it. Being ſhort, and, in 
all Likelihood, Authentick and Genuine, I thought it not improper to 
be prefixed to this Work. 


To 


ii The Mahometan Confeſſion 


To believe from the Heart, to confeſs with the 


Tongue, and, with a voluntary and ſtedfaſt Mind, to 


affirm, That there is but One Only God, Lord and Go- 
vernor of the Univerſe, who produced All Things 
from Nothing; in whom there is neither Image nor 


Reſemblance, who never begot Any Perſon whatſoever, 
as He Himſelf was begotten by None; who, as He 
Never was a Son, ſo He never hath been a Father. It 


is this Lord and Sovereign Arbiter of all Things, 
whom we Muſulmans are bound to ſerve and adore. © 


So that, none amougſt us may deviate from this Ar- 
ticle, but every one muſt imprint it deeply in hjs 
Heart; for it is unqueſtionable. 


II. 


Of the Prophet Mo nAMED, and bis 


ALCORPAN, 
The Second Article, with its Principal Reaſons. 


E muſt believe from our Hearts, and confeſs 

with our Mouths, That the Moſt High God, 
after having revealed Himſelf to Mankind by His An- 
cient Prophets, ſent us at length his Elecled, the Bleſſed 
Mohamed, with the Sacred and Divine Law, which, 
thro His Grace, He had (3) created, the which is con- 
tained in the venerable A/coran, that hath been from 
Him remitted to us. By this Holy Law it is, that 


— 
n 


Religion, as well as among us. The Opinions of their Doctors were 


for ſeveral Ages divided concerning this famous Queſtion, Whether 


tbe Alcoran was Created or Uncreated? and it was at laſt thought 
the wiſeſt Way to leave it undecided. It ſeems this Author was for 
the Affirmative; whereas, on the Contrary, the Writer of the Abridg- 
ment of the Mahometan Religion, publiſhed by Mr. Reland, declares 
himſelf flatly on the Negative. Neither could I ever find in any Au- 
thor that it is decided by the Alcoran. * 
2 


; (a) There are Controverſies among the Mahometans in Points of 
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% FAITH: ii 
God hath aboliſhed all the preceding ones, and hath 
withdrawn from their Doubts and Errors all Nations 


exactly to follow the Precepts, Rites, and Ceremonies 
thereof, and to abandon every other Se& or Religion 
whatſoever, whether inſtituted before or ſince this Final 
Revelation, By this Article we are diſtinguiſhed, 
and ſeparated from all fort of Idolatry, i Rhap- 
ſodies, and falſe Propheſies, and from all thoſe Sects, 
Societies, or Religions different from ours, which are 


of Faith, and without Truth; as daily appears by the 
ſeveral Notions of the Infidels, who divorce and diſ- 
gannul their Statutes. and Inſtitutions, after having 
made them; every Moment changing their Principles, 

becauſe they are ignorant of God's Goodneſs; and who 
8 diſhonour their own Rites and Ceremonies, by con- 
tinual Innovations and Reformations. 


III. 


Of Providence and Predeſtination, 
The Third Article, with its Principal Reaſons. 


E muſt firmly believe, and hold as a Certainty, 
That, except God Himſelf, who always was, 
and always ſhall 'be, every Thing ſhall one Day be 
annihilated, and that the Ange! of Death, ſhall take 
Ito himſelf the Souls of Mortals deſtined to a total 


* 


our Powerfu] Lord and Maſter, who was able, and hath 
vouchſafed to produce out of Nothing, and, in fine, to 
ſet in Form, this Univerſa) World, with all Things there- 


11 


r 
3 


abrogees, ou exaggerees, ſans foi, & ſans verite : 


and People; in order to guide them to à firm and 
laſting State of Happineſs. Wherefore, we are obliged. 


either erroneous, abrogated, or (4) exaggerated, void 


Jand univerſal Extindtion, by the Command of God 


(a) In the French Verſion, which I follow, it is, Os errontet, o- 


in 


oor 5k Yon, ROI 2 


xiv The Mahometan Confeſſion 


in contained, both Good and Evil, Sweet and Bitter ; 
and who hath been likewiſe capable, hath known how, 


and hath been pleaſed to appoint Two Angels, the One 


on the Right, and the Other on the Left, to regiſter the 
Actions ot every one of us, as well the Good as the 
Bad, to the End that Turidical Cognizance may | 


be taken thereof, and Sentence pronounced there- 
upon, at the great Day of Judgment. It is therefore 
neceſſary to believe Predeſtination ; but it is not per. 
mitted to diſcourſe thereof, to any whomſoever, till 
after being perfectly well verſed in the Study of our 
Written Law, vis. the Alcoran, and of our Sunna, 
which is our Oral Law. As to the reſt, ſeeing all 
Things are to have an End, let us do Good Works, and 
deport Ourſelves ſo, that we may live for Ever; A 
Lite, which 1s the real Life of Exiſtence, and which 


| 


| 


can never be obtained but throngh the Practice of | 
Vertue : As hath been denounced by the Primitive Pro- 
phets, before the Sacred Volume of the Alcoran was 


{ſent us from Heaven. 


FY;: 
Of the Interrogation in the Grave. 


The Fourth Article, with its Principal Reaſons. 


\ \ 7 E mult truly and firmly believe. and hold as | 

certain and aſſured, the Interrogation of the 
Sepulchre, which will after Death be adminiſtred to 
every one of us by two Angels, upon theſe Four impor- 
tant Queſtions, Who was our Lord and our God? Who 
was our Prophet ? Which was our Religion? And on 


what Side was our (a) Kibla? He who ſhall be in a Con- 
dition 


_— 


(a) Kibla, is the Point of the Compaſs towards which all Mabores 
fans turn their Faces at their Devotions, and is, as near as they can 
gueſs, towards the Caab., or Temple of Mecca. It | Is a miſtaken No: 
tion , 


the Day of Judgment. 
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dition to make Anſwer, That God was his RULE, and 
Mohamed his Prophet, ſhall find a great Illumination 
in his Tomb, and ſhall himſelf reft in Glory. But he 
who ſhall not make a proper Anſwer to theſe Que- 


tions, ſhall be involved in Darkneſs until the Day of 


Judgment. Let us then dread ſo terrible a Lot, where 
no Succour or Conſolation is to be expected from any 
Part ſoever and let us look upon it as an Inſtance of the 
Divine Clemency, that Things are ſo diſpoſed for the 
Comfort of the Juſt, and for the Terror of the Ungod- 
ly. For if we call ourſelves to an Examination in this 
Life, God will, after Death, vouchſafe us His Grace till 


V. 
Of the Future Diſſolution. 
The Fifth Article, with its Principal Reaſons. 


IXI) E muſt heartily believe, and hold as certain, 

that not only all Things ſhall One Day periſh, 
and be annihilated, viz. Angels, Men, Devils, &c. but 
likewiſe, that it ſhall come to paſs, at the End of the 
World, when the Angel Iſrafil ſhall blow the Trumpet, 
in ſuch ſort, that, except the Sovereign God, none of 
the Univerſal Creation ſhall remain alive, immediately 
after the dreadful Noiſe, which ſhall cauſe the Moyn- 


** — 


— 


tion of thoſe who affirm, That they pray with their Faccs always to- 
wards the Eaſt, ſome ſay the South; for ic muſt only be ur derſtood 
of thoſe who refide to the North and Weſt of that Temple, which is 
evermore their general Object, according to their reſpective Situa- 
tions: And the Aagges or P:Jgrims, when they arrive at Mecca, as 


they Yearly do in great Multitudes from all Parts, indifferently pray 
all round the ſaid Iemple. | 


tains 
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| tains to tremble, the Earth to ſink, and the Sea to be 
changed to the Colour of Blood. In this total Ex- 
tinction, the Laſt who ſhall die will be Azarae! the 
Angel of Death: And the Power of the Moſt High 
God will be evidently manifeſted. Who would not 
apprehend ſo terrible a Noiſe, and ſo dreadful a De- 
ſtruction? Who would not be touched at ſo diſmal a 
Solitude? Who would not labour to live well, and to 
abound in Good Works, in Hopes of an equitable 
and advantageous Compenſation? (a) Who would not 
(b) - - - - Of the Sun, and of the Moon? Who would! 
not from this Moment begin to groan for his Sins, and 
to lament his laſt End, whether it happeneth by Night. 
or by Day? Let us ſtop at theſe Thoughts, and let us 


walk armed with Hope and Good Works; for what-W ; 


ever 1s not of that Number, 1s only lent us in this tran- 
ſitory Life, and rendereth us obnoxious to Death and 
Puniſhment. Happy for us, if we give due Attention 
to theſe great Truths; all Things thall become bene- 
ficial and favourable to us; as well Poverty as Riches, 
Bitterneſs as Sweetneſs, Adverſity as Proſperity: 
Every thing ſhall elevate us, and give to our Souls 
| that (c) Sublimity — == 7g | 


* * * 
— ——_ 


(a) See tlie oth Artiele, wherein the Author explains this future 
Compenſation, 255 3 


(b) This Chaſm, and all others which follow, are in the French 
Tranſlation 3 There is a Note, wherein the like are intimated fo be 
in the Latin M. S. and perhaps may be the ſame in the Original. 


(e) Cette nobleſſe - - -- The Gaps, as I have hinted above, 
are in the French. In this Place 'tis probable, the Author would 
have ſaid ſomething concerning the Activity and Agility required 
in the difficult Paſſage of the Sharp-edged Bridge, which is treated 
of under the 11th Article. 


VI. Of 


| | . Ae OE 75 * | 
F AIT H. 


_ 
Of the future Reſurrection: 
The Sixth Article, with its Principal Reaſons; 


W are obliged eordially to believe; and to hold 
VV for certain, That the Firſt, before all others, 
whom God ſhall revive in Heaven, ſhall be the Angel 
ot Death; and that He will at that Time recall all the 
Souls in general, and reunite them to the, reſpective 
Bodies to which each belonged; ſome of, which ſhall 
be deſtined to Glory, and others to Torment, . But upon 
Earth, the Firſt whom God . will raiſe, ſhall ..be.our 
Bleſſed Prophet Mohamed. As for the Earth itſelf, it 
ſhall open on all.ſides, and ſhall be changed in a 
Moment ; and, by God's Command, Fire ſhall be 
kindled in every Part thereof, which ſhall be extended 
to its utmoſt Extremities, (a) - - - God will 
then prepare a vaſt Plain, perfectly level, and of ſuf- 
ficient Extent to contain all Creatures ſummòned to 
give an Account of their paſt Conduct. May this 
ſolemn, definitive, and, irrevocable Judgment awaken 
us from our Security; for, to nothing. that bath been 
created, ſhall Favour be ſhewed, . Every Soul ſhall be 
judged there by the ſame Rule, and without Exception 
of Perſons. Es N 
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VII. 
Of the Day of Judgment. 


The Seventh Article, with its Principal Reaſons. 


E muſt believe from our Hearts, and hold for 
certain, That there ſhall be a Day of Judgment, 


whereon God ſhall ordain all Nations to appear in a 


Place appointed for this great Tryal, ot ſufficient 


Vaſtneſs, that His Majeſty may there be evident in 
Splendor. It is in this magnificent and ſpacious 
Station, that the univerſal Aſſembly of all Creatures 


ſhall be made, about the Middle of the Day, and in 


the Brightneſs of Noon: And then it is, That, accom- | 
panied by His Prophet, (Mohamed) and in the 
Preſence of all Mankind, God ſhall, with Juſtice and 

Equity, judge all the Nations of the Earth in general, 


and every Per ſon in particular. To this Effect, every 
one of us ſhall have a Book, or Catalogue of our Actions 
delivered to us; that of the Good, in ſuch wife, that 
it ſhall be received and held in the Right-hand ; and 


that of the Wicked, ſo, that it ſnall be received and 
held in the Lett-hand. (a) - - - As to the Duration 


of that Day, it ſhall be as long as the Continuance of 


the preſent Age. This ſhall be a Day of Sighs and 
Grief, a Day of Tribulation and Anguiſh, when the 


Cup of Sorrow and Miſery muſt be drank up, even 


the very Dreegs thereof. But this is what ſhall be par- ; 
ticularly experienced by the Ungodly and the Perverſe: 
Every thing ſhall preſent: to them Ideas of Sorrow | 


bal GY fanned en, 
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and Affliction. To, them every thing ſhall become KF 


Aloes aud Bitterneſs. They ſhall not obtain one Mo- 


(a) In the Mahometan Catechiſm it is, behind their Back, becauſe | n 
they ſay, every one's Hands are ſo tied. Perhaps 'twas that which 


was omitted, and ſhould have filled the Chaſm. 


ment 
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ment of Repoſe. They ſhall behold nothing that is 
agreeable, nor hear one Voice that ſhall delight 
them: their Eyes ſhall fee nothing but the Torments 
of Hell; their Ears ſhall hear nothing but the 
Cries and Howlings of Devils; and their terrified | 
Imaginations ſhall repreſent unto them nothing but 
Spectres and Tortures. 


„ VIE. 


t Of MomramMedDs Interceſſion. 


The Eighth Article, with its Principal Reaſons: 


"TE are bound to believe and hold as certain; 
| That our venerable Prophet Mohamed ſhall, 
with Succeſs, intercede for his People at the great 
d Day of Examination. This will be the firſt Inter- 
1 Neeſlion; but at the ſecond, God will be intirely re- 
> Wented, and all the faithful My/ulmars ſhall be tranſ- 


1 ported into à State of Glory, whilſt not one Excuſe 
at Nor Supplication in the Behalf of other Nations, ſhall 


id Abe accepted. As to the Greatneſs of the Pain thoſe 
among us are to undergo, who have been Offenders 
by tranſgreſſing the Preceprs of the Alcoran, it is 
nown to God alone, as there is none but Him who 
exactly knoweth how long the ſame 1s to continue 
whether its Duration ſhall be more or leſs than that 
of the Examination or Judgment. But to us it belong- 
eth to ſhorten its Continuation by our Good Works, 
; Sy our Charity, and by all the Endeavours we are 
Xapable of; calling ourſelves to Judgment in this Life, 
with the intire Attention of all our Senſes and Facul- 
ies, before our Crimes and our Tranſgreſſions cite 
sto God's Tribunal: ſince He it is, who, through His 
Mercy, preſerveth, and who granteth us this Time of 
Meſpite, that we may, by a vertuous Conduct, put 
Putſelves in a Condition to approach Him. 
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Of the future Compenſation at the 
N Laſt Judgment. _— 


| The Ninth Article, with its Principal Reaſons. 


VME muſt ſincerely believe, and hold as a Certain- 
[ ty, That we muſt there every one of us give up 
our Accounts before God, concerning the Good and 
Evil we have tranſacted in this World. All who have 
been Followers of Mohamed, ſhall be, before all 
\ others, ſummoned to this Examination; becauſe they 
it will be, who ſhall bear Witneſs againſt all other 
ſtrange Nations. It ſhall come to paſs' on that Day, 
that God will take away out of the Ballance of him 
who has ſlandered his Brother, ſome of the good 
Works, and put them into that of him who has | 
been flandered ; and if the Slanderer is found to i 
have no good Works. He will then deduct from the 
Puniſhments of the Slandered, to include them in the 
Liſt of thoſe of the Slanderer ; inſomuch that his great 
Juſtice will be fully manifeſt. At leaſt then, that we 
may not run the Hazard of this terrible Compen- 
ſation, let us not think of wronging others, nor of 
diminiſhing their Subſtance, their Honour, or their | 
good Name; For, we may aſſure ourſelves, That if 
we injure our Brother, ſuch a Subſtraction ſhall be 
made from our good Works, or rather ſuch an Addi- 
tion to our Debts, the which, nevertheleſs, at the Time 
of the laſt Affliction, muſt be paid; at the Time, 
when to quench our Thirſt, or only to refreſh our 
Tongues, we would willingly give, if poſſible, all 
the richeſt and moſt beautiful Objects our Eyes ever 
beheld here below. 3 
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Of the Ballance, and of Purgatory. 
The Tenth Article, with its Principal Reaſons. 


\ E muſt believe from the Heart, and confeſs 
W with the Mouth, That all our Actions, good 
and bad, ſhall one Day be weighed in the 
Ballance, the one againſt the other; inſomuch that 
thoſe whoſe good Works ſhall out-weigh* their bad, 


= ſhall enter into Paradiſe; and that, on the contrary, 


they whoſe bad Works ſhall out-weigh their good, 
ſhall be condemned to the Flames of Hell. And for 
thoſe whoſe Scales ſhall be equally poiſed, becauſe 
the Good they have done 1s equivalent to the Evil, 
they ſhall be detained in a Station ſituate in the 
Middle between Paradiſe and Hell, where Confidera- 
tion will be made both of their Merits and of their 
Demerits; fince, beſides their being confined in that 
Place, they ſhall have no Puniſhment inflicted on 
them, nor ſhall they enjoy any Part of the Glory or- 
dained for the Beatified Righteous. It is true, that 
all thoſe among that Number who are Muſulmans, 
ſhall be, at length, releaſed from their Captivity, and 
ſhall be introduced into Paradiſe, at the ſecond Inter- 
ceſſion of our Bleſſed Prophet Mohamed, whoſe great 
_ Compaſſion will be ſignalized, by his engaging, in order 
to our Redemption, to ſupplicate the Power and the 
Mercy of the Moſt High, as well as his Juſtice, already 
fully fatisfied by the long Captivity ot the Criniinals. 
Wherefore, let us from hence forwards weigh our Good 
Works, to the End that we may aſſiduouſly ſtrive to 
increaſe their Weight, and that they may have the 
Advantage over the Bad : except we rather defire 
that theſe ſhould out-weigh thoſe and, after our 
Examination, cauſe us to be excluded from the Man- 
237] + -ſfton 
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ſion of Glory. Let us not (a) „„ that 
which is the Centre of our Souls Felicity, leſt, at 
this Day of Darkneſs, we are obliged to weep and la- 
ment. Once more, Let us rather, from this Moment, 
adorn our Souls with the Charms of Vertue, whilſt we 
have Time to do it; whilſt we have it in our Power 
to eſcape future Chaſti ſement, and that we have the 
requiſite Succour and Relief, as we may ſay, within 

our Reach. For it will be no longer Time, after this 
Life, to redeem ourſelves from Perdition ; there will 
be no farther Opportunity for R- pentance; nor ſhall 
we even find a Mediator or Security, till after having 
made Expiation for our Sins. | 


II. 
Of the Gs edged (b) BAD E, and 
the unavoidable Paſiage thereof. 


The Eleventh Article, with its Principal Reaſons. 


WE are obliged to believe from our Hearts, and to 
hold as aſſured, That all Mankind in the World, 
muſt Peja one MY over 388 Sha? ecke Bridge, whoſe 


we 


0 The Chaſm here, it is preſum d, way is ſupply'd with either 
Jorger, omit, neglett, or the like. | 


(5) This imaginary Bridge of theirs, I have heard them fre- 
quently deſcribe as it is here repreſented ſharper than a Razor, 
narrower than a Hair, and excecding lippery. - They ſay, The Sin- 
ners = carry through want of Reſolution, Strength, and Agility, be- 
ing terrified with the Horrors of Heil, over which, it ſeems, it Is 
extended; whereas the Good, armed with Courage and Innocence, 
ſucceed nappily. Monfieur Chardin, in his Voyage to Perſia, 
aſſures us, That the Apprehenſion of this Paſſage has a mighty Influ- 
ence over their Morals; that it is the Conſolation of the Injured, 
and the Terror of the Injurers; and he reports, That ſeveral Perſians 
made him juſt Satisfaction, purely out of Fear of having a bad Paſſage 
25 the Laſt Day. Vide Yol, tu, | 
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Length ſhall be equal to that of this World, whoſe 
Breadth ſhall not exceed that of one ſingle Thread of a 
Spider's Web, and whoſe Height ſhall be proportion- 
able to its Extent. The Righteous ſhall paſs over it 
| ſwifter than a Flaſh of Lightning; but the Impious 
and the Ungodly ſhall not, in as much Time as the 
preſent Ape ſhall endure, be able to ſurmount the Dif- 
ficulties thereof, and that through the want of Good 
Works. For which Reaſon, they ſhall fall and preci- 
pitate themſeves into Hell-Fire, in Company with the 
Infidels and Blaſphemers, with thoſe of little Faith 
and bad Conſcience, who have done few Deeds of 
= Charity, becauſe they were void of Vertue. There 
hall be ſome among the Good, notwithſtanding, whole 
Paſſage ſhall be lighter and ſwifter than that of many 
others, who ſhall therein, from Time to Time, meet 
with Temptations and Obſtructions, from every Pre- 
cept which they ſhall have ill obſerved in this Life. 
Good God! How dreadful to our Sight will this for- 
| midable Bridge appear ? What Vertue, what ſecret 
Grace from the Moſt High, ſhall we not need to be en- 
abled to paſs over it? What Deſarts, what Monſters, 
what Dragons, ſhall we not find in our Way? What 
Hunger, what Drought, what Wearineſs, ſhall we not 
be there expoſed to? But what Anguiſh, what Grief, 
what Affliction, ſhall there not be to devour all thoſe 
Z who have not meditated on this terrible Paſſage? Let 
us pray to God, That, together with our Bodily Health, 
he will alſogrant us His Grace not to remain his Debt- 
ors in this Life; for the Arabs, and with Reaſon, are 
wont to ſay, That no Obſtacle is ſo deeply concealed, as 
that which cannot be removed by any Expedient or Arti- 
Ace whatſoever, 


[241 III. Of 


xTiy The Mahometan Confeſſion 


= 
Of PARADISE. 
The Twelfth Article, wit its Principal Reaſons. N 


WWE are ſincerely to believe, and to hold for a Cer- 
| tainty, That God did create a Paradiſe, which He | 
prepared tor the Bleſſed,” from among the Number of | 
the Faithful, by which are meant the Followers of the 
True Religion, and of our Holy Prophet Mobamed; 
where, with him, they ſhall be placed in perpetual 
Light, and in the Injoy ment of Heavenly Delights; for 
ever beautiful, in the Vigour of their Age, and 
brighter than the Sun; and where they ſhall be found 
worthy to contemplate and adore the Face of the 
Moſt High God. As for thoſe who ſhall be detained | 
in the Tortures of Hell, to wit, the Sinners and Tranſ- 
greſſors, who have nevertheleſs believed in One Only 

God:; they ſhall be releaſed at the Second Interceſſion 
of the Prophet, by whom they ſhall immediately be 
waſhed in the Sacred Laver; from whence being come 
forth whiter than Snow, and more refulgent than the | 
Sun, they ſhall, with the reſt of the Bleſſed, behold | 
themſelves ſeated in Paradiſe, there to enjoy all the | 
Glory they can deſire. This is what ſhall befall the 
Body that was compofed of Clay: And what then ſhall 
be the State of our Souls? To the which it ſhall be 
granted eternally to behold the Light and Brightneſs 
olf the Divine Majeſty. Let us then continually have 
in our Hearts the Idea of - - and. in maintain- 
ing our Faith, let us endeavour to do Works af ſuch 
a Character, that we may have no Cauſe to fear Hell 
Fire; a Fire ſo intenſe and penetrating, that there is no 
Torment, either of Heat or Cold, to be compared there- 
with. Let us, I ſay, chiefly apply ourſelves to Good 
Works ; let us not refuſe to exert our utmoſt Strength ? 
in the exact Obſervation thereof, and of the Faſt of our 
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* now what our Sacred Volume ſays upon this Subject; 
W Crovide to thyſelf Happineſs hereafter out of thy 
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renerable Month of Ramadan, and of the Prayers an 
eremonies which are ordained 8 and let us not de- 
raud the Poor of the Tythe of all our Goods. We 


Abundance; a good Name out of thy Riches, an in- 


+: fallible Suſtenance out of thy Poverty; out of thy 
Isfirmity, a perpetual Vigour; and out of thy Wiſ- 
dom, the Health of thy Soul. * . 


XIII. 
Of HELL. 


| The Thirteeath Article, with its Principal Reaſons. . 


4 WE muſt ſincerely believe, and hold for certain, 


That there is a Hell prepared for the Unrighteous, 


» 
. 


the Refractory Tranſgreſſors of the Divine Law, ac- 
| curſed of God for their evil Works; and for whom it 


would have been better that they had never been born, 
and to have never ſeen the Light of the Day. It is for 
ſuch as thoſe that a Place of Torment is appointed, or 
rather a Fire which burneth without touching them, a 


Tire of Ice and North-Winds, where there ſhall be no- 


thing but Snakes and Serpents, with other venomous and 
ravenous Creatures, which ſhall bite them without 
deſtroying them, and ſhall cauſe them to feel grievous 
Pains. That Place ſhall be the Abode of the Impious, 


. and of the Devils, where The/e ſhall, with all ſorts of 


Cruelty and Rage, inceſſantly torture Thoſe ; and left 
the Senſe of their Pain ſhould cauſe them to relent, a a 


neu Skin ſhall continually ſucceed in the Stead of that 
 # which has been burnt or mortified. It is for us good 
Mu ſulmans, to conceive and entertain a juſt Horror of 


this deteſtqble Place; ſuch Reflections are the Duty of 


1 | all God's Servants: As for thoſe others who have de- 


clared 
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clared War againſt our Religion, they ſhall one Day 
ſee the Torments of Hell. Let us all dread this Puniſh- 
ment, and theſe frightful Terrors: Let us confirm our 
Faith by the Sentiments of onr Hearts, and by the 
Confeſſion of our Tongues, and let us engrave it in 
the Bottom of our Souls. 1 


THE 


Authors PREFACE, 


o undertake the Compiling of this Trea- 
ell T Reg tiſe, was, among many others, My having 
been perſonally preſent at divers Aſſemblies, 
es in Company with Perſons of great Parts, 
earning, and Genius of our own Nation and Belief, 
alives of this Ringdom; at which Meetings I have 
eur Arguments of a moſt ſublime and delicate Nature 
requently handled and diſcuſſed ; the Subject of which 
Conferences was generally concerning the great Excel- 
ecies of our glorious Chieftain, and moſt Beatified 
Prophet Mohamed, of ever-bleſſed Memory. Themes 
iy and tender! At the Concluſion of theſe Diſcour- 

es, the whole Congregation never failed to be ſeized 
ith Aſtoniſhment, and inſpired with ecſtatick Rap- 
ares, glorifying the ſupreme Creator, who, in ſo par- 
Y-:cular a Manner, had vouchſafed to grant ſuch di- 
Pineuiſbing Mercies to thoſe of that Family; ſtrenu- 
Tl; affirming, and implicitely believing (a) thoſe Di- 


r 


— 


) Alluding to the Prophetick Light, ſhining on the Foreheads of 
38"! the E!e#ed Males of that Family, ſo much treated of through- 
Put this Work, ws: = . 


The Authors PRE FACE. 
tinctions to be the greateſt and moſt convincing Pri b. 
of the Divine Favoar, that His Almighty Goodu le 
ever granted to any of His Creatures upon Earth, We) 
even in Heaven itſelf ; ſince thereby they had ſo peciſ 0: 

liarly the Advantage of, and Preference to, all the re 
of the Prophets and Patriarchs ; not excepting eve 
Iſa (or Jeſus) himſelf; notwithſtanding he was The 
Breath of his Creator; no Man having, in ti 
leaſt, been Inſtrumental towards his Begetting. | 
Every one unanimouſly ſaid, That it was a Misfor 
tune, moſt deplorable, and never enough to be lament. t 
ed, that there were no Writings now extant among e 
us, mhich were able to give us a perfect and ſatis facto 
ry Account of the true Genealogy of that moſt Illu 
ſtrious Family. Some few, indeed, we had, which 
made ſlight, tranſient Mention of (b) Abdulmenaſfi 
and his Son Haſhem ; bat the true Deſcent of the Line 
was intirely obſcure, and remained buried in Oblivion; 
and which, none can diſpute, had been tranſmitted, in 
a direct Line, from Father to Son, without Mixture, 
or Interruption, from Adam, of venerable Memory, 
down to our Lord Mohamed, who was the Laſt of all 
the Prophets. : 
Thus being ſo, and the Times ſo much corrupted 
and confuſed ; the poor unhappy Muſſulmans ſo grie. 
wouſly oppreſſed, diſpirited, and perſecuted, that, for i 
want of being better inſtructed, they confounded the 
Line of Iſaac with that of the Light, making them 
both but one and the ſame Lineage, being wholly un- 
acquainted with the Difference, and with what cau- 
ſed that Difference; but carried it from Adam unto Þ 


* „ 
42 
> 9 7 
/ 
** Ai 
„ 
2 


— 


(5) see the Life of Haſhem, Pag. 269, &c. — Dean Prideauxs 'F 
Life of Mah. Pag 3. and D' Herbelot under the Names Haſchem, Ab- 
dallah, Mohammed, &c. rs; = 

| Abra- 
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braham, and from thence unto Mohamed. of 
eſſed Memory. To all which may be added, That 
cy were chiefly led into this Error by the common 
oice, and Opinion of the Chriſtians, who ſo paſi- 
Wy, and with ſo much Certainty, affirm the ſame, 
Wing Blots and Impatations upon the Juſt Iſhmael, 
nd all his Male Poſterity, and Lineage; unjuſtly 
rd maliciouſly depriving him of the (a) Honour of 
be Sacrifice, giving it to Iſaac; caſting ſcandalous 
or Objections upon the Good Abraham, and, by Conſe- 
tence; upon our Beatified Leader; inſinuating, that 
eins deſcended from a ſpurious Line, he could not be 
m Prophet: And, notwi ſtanding our Religion and 


u Belief was (by the Grace of the Moſt High God) firm- 
h eſtabliſbed amongſt us in this Kingdom ; yet, never- 
al: heleſs, ſuch Things as theſe are always want to cauſe, 


in the weak and vulgar Sort of People, a certain 
„; Lukewarmneſs; and thoſe of ſuperior Underſt andings 
„are apt to be ſcandalixed thereat; eſpecially when they 
occur in a Nation ſo ill-inſtratted, (as ours has been 
of late) aud ſo ſtrictly confined within ſuch narrow 
Bounds; ſurrounded with ſo many Incitations, In- 
= ducements, and Temptations; ſo threatued, and tor- 
= mented by Unbelievers, who, in perſecuting us, cen. 
ter their principal Glory and Satisfaction. 

Seeing then, all theſe Circumſtances ſo notoriouſly 
= conſpicuous in the Light of the Sun; and, that our 
Leader and Protector (who was the Light of all God's 

*Z Meſſengers, and himſelf one of them, for whoſe Sake 
4 Things were created) is not only his Equal, but 
he and all the other Prophets were highly pleaſed ; 
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(2) They deny that it was Iſaac whom Abraham went to offer up as 


a Sacrifice. The Story is at large in the Life of Abraham, See Chap. 
VII. and VIII. 5 3 
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nay, they gloried in being the Annunciators and Pie 
ſagers of his ſanitified Miſſion : With this Conſide- 
ration I determined to ſtand forth in his Defence; lik 
unto the Soldier, who, though raſhly; reſolutely thron 
eth himſelf into the Battle, amid(4 his Enemies, tio 
revenge ſome grievous In jury, or Affront, done 10 hifi 
General; though better furniſhed with the Ardency of 
his Zgal, than with a competent Strength or Ability 
ſufficient to accompliſh his Undertakings. So J, withMe, 
the Conſent and Aſſiſtance, and at the Requeſt of the a; 
| above-mentioned Perſons; but, above all, with the n. 
Help and Protection of the Divine Bounty of God; g. 
who aſſiſteth and encourageth every gnod Intent; aud In 
 withal recollefting, that His Sacred Majeſly com- , 
mandeth us, that his Holy Law ſhall be manifeſted to a 
the whole Univerſe, and that the Name, the Doc- , 
trine, and the Precepts of His Meſſenger ſhall be i 
, defended, by Dint of Sword, or otherwiſe, as beſt we Wþ 
can; and, that His true Religion ſhall be expanded 
and maintained : | _ 
For theſe Reaſons, I ſay, I ſet my Hand to this % 
Work, explaining the Original and Progreſs of the 
Light of our moſt Bleſſed Prophet, with the proper % 
Diſtinction between the Line of Iſaac, and that of 
Iſhmael, ſhewing the true Source of each; with ne- 
ceſſary Diſcourſes thereupon: A Subject which we 
Muſſulmans are under ſo mighty an Obligation to be 
acquainted with, and to retain in our Memories; 
which, as El Haſſan ſays, is one Half of our Be- 
lief, and the Second Article of the (a) Unity, R% 
(a) The Confeſſion of the Mahomeran Faith, and, by Conſequence * 
of God's Unity, is contained in theſe Words; La illab illallab, Mu- 
bammed Reſoul Allab, which is literally thus: There is no God but 
God, Mobamed is God's Meſſenger. The latter Part of which, he here 
ſeems to mean by the Second Article of the Vnity. See the Confeſſi- 
on at large hereunto prefixed. 
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95 1 likewiſe, with the ſame unqueſtionable J eracaty, 
ve evident Proofs of the Purity and Chaſtity of 


i braham, intirely confuting all Doubts and  Aſper= 
mens which have been, or may be made thereon ; re- 
" oring unto Iſhmael his Right, and anto the Muſ- 

mans 4 Sabject of Joy, as for the moſt eſtimable 
race and Mercy wherewith God of His Divine 
oodneſs ever bleſſed any Nation. This is all decla- 
ed and l ayed open, without any C onfuſion, Prevari- 
he ation or Fraud whatſoever, or any one Article that 
he a cauſe SUrprize 40 my Readers, or may be thought 
a; 7 Impoſi ion upon them. In Compiling the which, God. 
d who alone knoweth it) will be my Witneſs, what Pains 
. ud Troubles ] have been at, in ſearching for, aud pro- 
'0 auring the Writings of the moſt authentick Authors in 
IFinumerable Parts of this Kingdom, which had long 
ce, for Fear of the Inquiſition, been either loſt, or 
earied in Obſcuriiy: To the better furthering whereof, 
Hs Sacred Majeſty, of His Infinite Bounty, was, in 
nan) Reſpeits, alſiſting to me, in ſuch Manner, that, 
ecalling to Mind what 1 had ſtudied in my Jouth (of 
all which at firſt I had but tranſitory Remains, and 
ain Ideas) yet, whatſoever I had Occaſion for to- 
ard the completeing, and bringing to Perfection my 
preſent Purpoſe, came readily into my Memory, with. 


out Diffculty. 3 
I have compoſed the whole in plain and eaſy Verſe, 
that Things ſo Sacred, and ſo worthy to be treated of, 


. 


Þ 


gad kept in Remembrance, may, with the greater 


Pleaſare and Delight, be learned by Heart, and re- 


0 
. 
ww 
1 


ained in the Memory (a). 


5 
1 ow 


23 (a) At the Town of Teſſitore, in the Kingdom of Tun, I heard 
ſome of the T1habitants, of both Sexes, ſing, in Concert, whole 
Chapters out of this Work, to the Sound of Lutes and Guitars. In 


The Authors PREFACE. Wc 
Nom, if in the following Treatiſe any improper mm | 
diſſonant Word, any Expreſſion miſapplyed, or Sens 
Fence miſplaced, ſball be 2 I intreat the Diſcreet 
Reader, he will be pleaſed to correct, and amend it 
with Prudence and Candour; piouſly conſidering the 
Fervench of my Ttal; and be aſſured, that in whats i 
foever I have errred, or done amiſs, it hath not been 
through Deſign, but Ignorance, from which the wiſeſt 
of Men are not always exempted ; much leſs a 
Wretch of my poor Ability: And of all People, none 
ere ſo deſirous and ambitious of being in the Right, as 
thoſe who undertake Matters of this Nature. 


S 


| 4s 


May it pleaſe His moſt Sacred Majeſty, to give me 
Grace to perfect and finiſh it, to His Holy Praiſe; 
and to the intire Content and Benefit of the | 

Muſſulmans, the unfeigned Believers and Fol- 
lowers of the Doctrine of Mohamed, of Ever- 
glorious Memory, Amen. 
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that Kingdo n, there are Ten or Twelve ſmall Towns, built after the 
Spaniſh Model, which are, in Manner, intirely inhabited by thoſe 
Spaniſh Moors; They, among themſelves, uſe that Language, and ſel- 
dom marry their Daughters to Arabs, Africans, or even to Turks, ex- 
cept for Intereft. They have all, beſides their Mabomet an Names, 
the Names and Surnames of their Anceſtors, when in Spain. Of late 
Years, they begin to degenerate; and I was told for a Truth, that 
there now are but Two Men remaining alive, who can read the Spa- 
niſb Tongue, of which one is, Hamooda Buſſiſa, the Perſon from 
whom I had this Manuſcript. He is by Profeſſion a Barber Surgeon, 
There is one miſerable little Town, whoſe Inhabitants are Catalonian 
Moors, and who uſe that DialeAt, The beſt of thoſe Towns are Suli- 
man, Zazuan, and Teſſatore. 8 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The Mahometan Author dedicates his Work to 


Go p, the Creator of all Things, His Adareſs ta 
the Prophet. To the Muſſulman Reader. His 
Praiſe of Hiſtorians and Writers, particularly 
thoſe who write in Metre. The deplorable Con- 
dition of the Moors in Spain, Oc. 5 


Biſmilahi el rahmani el rahimi, 5. e. 
Ta the Name of the Gracious and Merciful God, 


O Thee, O Divine Monarch, King of 
CHIEF the Enpyreal Heavens, Lord of all Pow- 
> A ers, and everlaſting Director of all 
Things! To Thee, who permitteſt, 
and graciouſly endureſt the Frailties, 
Weaknefles, and Omiſſions of us thy 
Creatures, inhabiting this Earthly Globe, and beſtoweſt 
on us large and bountiful Rewards, which we have in 
no wiſe merited: Thou, who art contented and ſa- 
tisfy'd with good Intents alone, and protecteſt and 
rewardeſt in the higheſt Degree thoſe who are pure and 

B per fect 


2 Mahometiſm Explain d. 5 
perfect: Thou, Lord, it is to whom I addreſs my 
ſelf, and to whom 1 dedicate this Work; ſince thou 
didſt never ſtop thy Ears from liſtening to thoſe, 
who in their Afflictions and Neceſſities made their 
Supplications unto Thee, and with a contrite Heart 
implored thy Divine Aſliſtance. Succour therefore, O 
mercitul King! this thy miſerable Servant; who 
caſting himſelf upon thy Bounty, and relying on thy 
Protection, launchesout in the wretched tattered Barque Wl 
of his weak Underſtanding, and ingulphs himſelf in 
a Tempeſtuous Sea, without Cars, or Lauck/ing, his 
Maſt, and Rudder broken and ſhattered; with no- 
thing but the diſconſolate Prom of his fervent Zeal, 
with which he hopes to make way thro' the mercileſs 
Waves; intirely confiding, that thou wilt graciouſly Bl 
vouchſafe to grant him a favourable Gale, that the 
ſcaniy Sails of his diſtreſſed Veſſel may conduct her 
ſafely to her deſired Port, to the Glory and Content 
of thy Holy Divinity: For, without thy Aſſiſtance, 
"tis very poſſible, that in the midſt of her Voy- 
age ſne may be ſwallowed up; it being beyond the 
Power of Human Capacity to ſave her from Ship- 
wreck. Thou, who cauſeſt Harmony and Sound to 
proceed from a Log of Wood, and melodious Muſick 
from a dumb and hoarſe Inſtrument ; who cauſeſt the 
Stones and Rocks to reſound with reſponding Echoes, 
and giveſt a Voice to Veſſels of Iron and Copper, Cc. 
Grant unto me, O Gracious Monarch! thy Love and | 
Favour; give me Strength and Breath to enable my || 
untuneable Voice and mean Capacity to accompliſh il 
and bring to Perfection my wholeſome and well-de- 
ſigned Purpoſe, the which is offered and dedicated to 
thy Divine Bounty. . 1 
And thou, O Meſſenger! of whoſe Glory and Hap- 
pineſs (tho unworthy) I, languiſhing, covet to be Par- 
taker; Thou in wkoſe Tongue was ſtamped the only 
Way of Truth; I beſeech thee to interceed for me, 
that I may obtain Favour; ſince my Deſign, is to 
thy Honour, and in thy Praiſe, to relate what my 
Ruſticity 8 


Mahometiſm Explain d. 5 
Ruſticity and poor Underſtanding will permit me, con- 
cerning thy elecled Lineage, and renowned Predeceſſors; 
thoſe who were poſſeſſed of that moſt reſplendent 
| Light, which the All powerful Lord had (a) created 
ſo long before the Formation or Fabrication of the 
Heavens, on purpoſe to be inherited by Thee. 

I will particularize the Original of all thoſe moſt 
eminent and ſignalized Heroes; and who, and how 
| many they were, who were deemed worthy to carry 
that Banner: I will notify their Deſcent from Father 
to Son, down from That our firſt Father, without any 
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T5 Intermiſſion, Interruption, or cutting the clear and 
l, apparent Thread, till I bring it to its appointed 
ſs Station, which was thy precious Forehead, made and 
y WT ſuited to that Uſe, and with that Intent. I will 
je WW give an impartial Relation of the notable Exploits 


W and Atchievements of all thoſe Juſt Meſſengers, Pa- 
WT triarchs, and Prophets, who carried this Light; and 
I will ſpecify their noble Deeds in the Defence there- 
of, together with the myſterious Miracles, and won- 
derful Protection with which the Almighty Lord fa- 
W voured them; the Mercies and Deliverances he ſhewed 
them; all tending to the Honour and Advantage of 
Thee, the true Lord and Owner, and Heir preſump- 
tive to the ſame, vz. the Light. 

And Thou, Muſſulman Reader, into whoſe Poſſeſſion 
theſe my Verſes ſhall happen to fall ; I beſeech Thee, 


6. 
that thy great Candor and Benevolence will excuſe 
y and pardon all my Errors and Deficiencies, in Con- 


ſideration of the Honour of Him, to whom I offer 
them: And I inform thee, Judicious and Prudent 
Z Reader, of what thou canſt not be ignorant; which 
is, That the Taſtes of Mankind are various, and dif- 
fering; ſome Palates reliſh Proſe ; others delight only 
in Metre : So God has been pleaſed to ordain, in the 
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(a) See in the Beginning of the Chapter of the Creation, eon- 
| cerning their fabulous Ideas of this imaginary Light. 
83: tame 
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ſame manner as he has the unaccountable Changes, 


Alterations, and Revolutions of Times. 
Infinite are the Numbers of Authors, who by their 
Writings have tranſmitted to Poſterity the Heroic 


Trophies and Triumphant Actions of Great and Me- 
morable Men; with indefatigable Labour, compoſing 


Voluminous and Exemplary Chronicles, whereby. 


their Names and Memories ſhine, and will continue 
ſo to do in After- Ages, to the remoteſt Futurity ; with 
no leſs bright a Luſtre, and their Laurels are as freſh, 
as thoſe of the very Worthies themſelves, concerning 
whoſe remarkable Tranſactions they have written. 
For it is inconteſtably certain, that had it not been 
for the laudable Pens ot thoſe candid Hiſtoriographers, 
the notable Occurrences of Antiquity, and the Lives 


and Actions of our venerable Fore-fathers, would have 


been all obſcurely buried in perpetual Silence and 
Oblivion; neither would their Poſterity have edified 
from their Praiſe worthy Examples; nor would the 
Palm of Honour have been given to thoſe, who were 
truly deſerving thereof. Tb 

For theſe Reaſons, it cannot be diſputed, but that 
an Author, who judiciouſly and impartially writes a 
Hiſtory, denoting and publickly bringing to light 
the Deeds and Sayings of Famous Men, &c. ought to 
be remembered, and mentioned with as much Reſpect, 
and Deference, as thoſe Heroes themſelves, who were 
the principal Actors therein, and on whoſe Account 
it was compiled. _ . ; 

But He, who in Times ſo Modern as theſe, has had 
the Faculty of compoſing ſuch memorable Things, 
in a Method that they may be harmoniouſly ſung 
to the ſweet Sound of concording Muſical Inſtru- 
ments, in pleaſing and tuneable Accents ; He, I ſay, 
deſerves more Praiſe than thoſe who write in Proſe 
and the Pains He takes, are more meritorious than 
the others; it being to be ſuppos'd, that the Majori- 
ty of Mankind are more taken with Verſe, and, 
by conſequence, the readier and more willing to give 
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Ear thereunto ; whereby theſe worthy Subjects, fo 
neceſſary to be univerſally known, are, with the 
greater $ncce's and Facility expanded and divulged. 
Seeing it is an undoubted Truth, that it is the Voice 
which teſtifies, publiſnes, and makes manifeſt what- 
ever the Soul and Body, in their ſecret and unheard 
Imaginations, have cogitated, and in private agreed 
upon between themſelves, Nor are there any 


other means of expreiling thoſe Thoughts, but by the 


Voice; it being She that ejaculates the ſame, and 
makes them intelligible and familiar to others, where- 
by we partake of what would elſe be an Eternal Se- 
cret. Now it is Verſe, and not Proſe, which occaſi- 


ons the Voice to reſound with the ſweeter and more 
agreeable Cadence and Melody, and ſignalizes the 


Compoſers thereof, to be Men compleat of Talent, 
and ſublime in Genius: And how many Examples are 
there extant, of Perſons celebrated for their excelling 
in that Capacity, who have been advanced to the high- 
eſt Dignities? For Inſtance ; (a) Belal, the Son of 
Hamama, that Great and Famous Cryer ; who, for the 
tranſcendent Excellency of his Voice, was inthron'd 
in a Station the moſt Honourable, and the only one 
upon Earth; ſeeing the Verſes which he ſung, for 
the Perfectneſs, and unparallel'd Goodneſs thereof, 
were worthy to be ſung in thoſe Glorious and Cale- 
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(a) Mohammeds Slave, afterwards manumitted, and became one 
of his greateſt Friends and Confidants, He made him his Muedin ; 
that is, he who calls the People to Prayers, at the appointed Hours, 
from the Tops of the Turrers in the Moſques. Vide D' Herbelot in Be- 
lal. The Mahometans relate incredible Things of the Strength and 
Sweetneſs of his Voice, They ſay, it was he who converted to Iſla- 
miſm that Nation of Blacks which are called Soudan, his Compa- 
triots, of which every Year numerous Troops go in Pilgrimage to 
Mecca, under the Name of Ruccib el Soxdan ; as thoſe of Perſia are 
termed Ryceib el Ajam ; thoſe of Damaſcus are Ruccib Shaum; from 
Egypt, Ruccis Miſſir; and the other Pilgrims from Egypt downwards, 
are comprehended under the general Name of Ruccib el Magarba 
i. e. The Weſtern Caravan of Pilgrims, which is the Siguification 
tne Word Ruccib, from Er leb, to ride or mount. 
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ſtial Manſions of Everlaſting Bliſs. (a) Omar, that 
matchleſs Warrior, ſallied out, ſinging in Verſe, 


when he went forth with the Meſſenger to publiſh his 


Holy Law. David ſinging, and playing upon his Di- 


vine Inſtrument, expelled the Demons out of the Body 
of King Saul, notwithſtanding their Perverſeneſs : 
Nay, all the Epigrams, or Palms, he compoſed in 


Acknowledgement of his known and publick Sins; 
All his ſacred Canticles, Hymns, Praiſes, Thankſpiv- 


ings; his lofty and echoing Invocations, are the 
ſame Glorious Songs, which are, with ſuch raviſhing 
and inchanting Voices, ſung by the Angelic Choirs. 
It is Verſe, which, with its melodious and reſoundin 

Cadence, quickens, and enlivens our Intellectuals; 
inciting us, with the greater Alacrity, to renew our 
Memories: And it is moſt requiſite, that all rare 
and extraordinary Tranſa&ions in general, ſhould 
be ſung to the Sound of Muſick; becauſe the Remem- 
brance, and Recollection of Things of that Nature, 
always exhort and ſtir us up to 1mitate ſuch laud- 
able Examples. And although theſe Metres of mine, 
are far from being in any-wiſe worthy to be ranked 
amongſt thoſe I have above-mentioned, or to be com- 
pared with thoſe Numbers of the more perfect Perfor- 
mances of ſuch elegant Writers, who with their refined 


Pens have illuſtrated and immortalized their Names; 


and that I am not ignorant of the Incapacity and 


Poorneſs of my Talent: Yet of this I am certain, 


that the Subject I am about to treat of, will be an 
equivalent and ſufficient Counterpoiſe, that all the 


ee end 


(4) Omar Ben el Khattab, was 4 very powerful and conſiderable 
Man among the Arabians, and an early Proſelyte to Mohammed's Im- 
poſture, by whoſe Autherity it was very much promoted and encou- 
raged. He wis the ſecond Calyph after him, and was Inſtalled in 
tlie Year of Grace 635. He reigned Ten Years and a half, and 
was then murder d. See more of him in 0ctlez's Hiftcry of the 


Saracens, and in D' Herbelgt, Mafia, oi one of A bammed s Wives, was the 
Daughter of this Omar. 


Defects 
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Defects and Diſſonancies which may be found in this 
Work, ought to be excuſed, and obtain a favourable 
Reception, as Things to which my Weakneſs of Ge- 
nius is incident, and that the Acceptance thereof, 
may be conformable to the Zeal of my Intent; I 
having nothing in View, but the being able to accom- 
pliſh the Manifeſtation of theſe great Myſteries, to- 
wards the extending, divulging, and expanding of 
the which throughout the whole Univerſe, we are, by 
ſuch mighty Obligations, bound ſtrenuouſly to endea- 
vour. | HEE 
Although, as I have already ſaid, tis neceſſary 
for us to call to Remembrance all the Prophets and 


Patriarchs, as they are all ſpoken of in the reverend 


Alcoran, tor the great Benefit and Advantage we 
may reap from the Example of their commendable 
Actions, conducive to the better Regulation of our 
tranſitory Bodies on Earth, and to the eternal Repoſe 
of our immortal Souls in the Altitudes of Heaven : 
Yet, nevertheleſs, the Precepts of none of them are 
to be compared with thoſe we find in the Honoured 
Alcoran; By the ſacred Decrees of which, every good 
Mullulman is commanded to teach and publiſh, to the 


ntmoſt of his Ability and Underſtanding, all he 


knows concerning the DoQrine of our true Belief. 
G Sacred A/coran ! wherein the Words and Admoniti— 
ons, and all the Fundamentals and Ways of our Holy 
Law, which is the (a) E! Iflam, is contained! In it 


we are taught and enjoyned, that we ſhould, with all 


our Might, diligently and indefatigably ſtrive, either 
in Proſe or Verſe, or in whatſoever Method we are 


beſt capable of, or as may ſeem propereſt or molt 


(a) The Mabometans term their Religion Pin Iſlam, or the Law 
of Salvation, from the Arabieh Word Salama, which implies Safety. 
In the Fourth Conjugation Ama, to enter into the State of Salva- 
tion; hence Ham, or Elim, and Muſlimeen, i. e. The Saved, or 
the Eſcaped. They ſay, all Mankind are born in /lamſm, but are 
perverted by their Parents to other Religions, | 
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convenient, that our Religion and Belief may be ex+ 


alted, propagated, and ſpread abroad: This if we 


neglect to endeavour, God will deny us his Grace, 


and reward us with Torments and Puniſhment, 
Therefore, to acquit my-ſelf of this incumbent 
Duty, and to enjoy an undiſturbed Conſcience, 
and that I might have no Neglect to anſwer for, in 
having concealed what my mean Talent and weak 
Judgment would furniſh me with, I determined to 
employ it on a Matter moſt Sublime, as is this which 
Iam about: A Subject highly worthy of my Concepti- 
ons, though as vaſt ly diſproportionable to them, as is the 
little Aut to the great Came), or the weak, inſigni- 
ficant Worm, when compared with the ſtrong and 
mighty Body of the unwieldy Elephant. 
Notwithſtanding, 'tis to me a ſufficient Conſola- 


tion, when I reflect on many Inſtances of thoſe, who, 


armed with a pure and contrite Heart, and endowed 
with an implicite Faith, have overcome Difhculties, 
which had the Appearance of Impoſſibilit ies; as Noah 
did the Deluge of Water; (a) Abraham, the Impetu- 
olity of the Fire; Daniel, the Rage of Wild Beaſts ; 
and Fudith, the invincible Holophernes, with many 
others whom I omit: And who, by only the Purity 
of their Faith, were delivered from thoſe eminent 
Dangers, and have made their Names venerable in 
Heaven, and on Earth, _ 5 

It is this ſame Confidence which encourages me, 
and gives me hopes, that through the immenſe Power 


and Aſſiſtance of God, I may be able to compleat 


what I have undertaken, and anſwer the Expectations 
of the Reader. 


| Gon having been pleaſed to permit the Moors, in 
theſe Kingdoms, to be ſtreightned and oppreſſed with 
ſo many Perſecutions, the Affairs of our Religion 
have been brought to ſuch Extremities, that 1t is nei- 


(2) Abraham, whom they call 1br«bim. See that Fable in his Liſe, 
Clap. IV. | 
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been all forcibly baptized, and through Fear and 
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ther practiſed nor adminiſtred in Publick, nor in Pri- 
vate: The Salab is layed aſide and forgotten, as of 
no Uſe; and if ſome few, very ſecretly perform their 


daily Prayers, tis very ſeldom; and then ill-per- 
formed, and without Reſpe&. The Faſts (4) inter- 
rupted, either not kept at all, or if ever, far from 
the manner they ought to be. The accuſtomary . 
Alms, c. wholly aboliſhed, together with the uſual 
Annual Tythes, Oc. The calling upon, and repeat- 
ing (5) the Holy Names of God and of his Meſſen- 


ger, is what is now, in a manner, never heard of; that 


is to ſay, the calling them by their own perfet Names 
in our Language; (c) ſince they | the Moors | have 
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(4) As to the awful and profound Reverence, they uſe at their 
Devotions, the Strictneſs of their Faſts, with their Alms, Tythes, 
(5c. ſee Sir Paul Ricaut's Hiftory of the Ottoman Empire, Reland's 
Mahom. Rel. and others; and likewiſe in ſome Parts of this Book. 


(5) See the 99 Attributes of God, at the End of this Work. 


c The Mabometans hold it to be, in a manner, an Impiety to 
call God by the Names, thoſe they efteem as Infidels, call him by, 
The Andalouzes, or Spantſh Moors, very frequently uſe this Expreſ- 
ſion; Valga me Dios, ſi Bios es Allah, fi no, valga me Allah, that is, 
God help me, if God is A7ah, if nor, Allab kelp me; which the 
Spaniards wice verſa, retort upon them, by ſaying, Valga me Allah, 
ſi Allah es Dios, ſi no, valga me Dios. Even the Learned and Reli- 


gious among the Turks, ſeldom uſe the Word Tangri (which in their 


Language is the lame as God) any otherwiſe than we ſay Providence, 
becauſe it is no where found, they ſay, in the Holy Alcoran: And in 
general all the Profeſſors of Mabometiſm, deem it as a Profanation of 
God's Divinity, to mention his ſacred Name by any other Appellation, 
than thoſe of his 99 Attributes, which ſee at the latter Part of this 
Work. The Word Aab, is abbreviated of EI Elab, which anſwers 
to the Hebrew Elohim and Adonai, and is by all Mabometans, of what 
Language ſoever (as I have hinted) the General Appellation of God. 
Mahomet being interrogated by the Chriſtians, Jews, Magi and Ido- 
laters, What God it was he adored? and whoſe Precepts he preached ? 
anſwered thus, out of the Alcoran; The God that is only One, who 
bas his Being from Himſelf, from whom all Creatures have received 
theirs ; who does not beget, and is not begotten; and in ſhort, bim who 


has nothing like him, among all Beings. A farther Mention of this 
Head hereafter. 


Terror, 
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Terror, are conſtrained to profeſs themſelves Chriſtians z 


their Books are all loſt, ſcarce the Remembrance of 
them remaining. The A/ims, [i. e.] Teachers are all 
diſpatched or made away with; none to be found; be- 
ing either dead, or in Cuſtody: The Izquiſition is 


_ difplayed againſt us with the utmoſt Fury and Op- 
prelſion, committing Cruehties and Diſorders in every 
Place, perſecuting us with unexpreſſible Rigour, ſo 


that few Parts oi the Kingdom are free from Fire and 
Faggot: The new-baptized Moors are every-where 
ſeized, and daily puniſhed with Gallies, Racks, and 
Fires. Theſe, and numberleſs other Adverſities, beſt 
known to God, the Searcher of all Secrets, we have 
been now perſecuted with, during Seventy-ſix 


Years, with greater Fury and Rigour than at the 


firſt Beginning; for the Malice of our Enemies inerea- 
ſeth daily more and more towards us. Under theſe 
Afflictions and intolerable Torments, I fay, how is 
it pothble any Foundation or Light of our Religion 


thonld remain? And if in the Service of God we are di- 


ſturbed and perplexed; and that whenever we perform 
any of our Rites, we are obliged to do it with all 


imaginable Secrecy and Dread; how can it be won- 
dered at, if they are become ſtrange and un-habitual 


to us? Withal conſidering how many inveterate and 
inplacable Enemies we have to encounter, and to de- 
fend our ſelves againſt. Adding to theſe, the World, 


and the Fleſh, our moſt pernicious Adverſaries, with 


their Incitations and Temptations, with their Snares 
and Delights, perpetually taking off our Thoughts 
from meditating on That our ſupreme Welfare. 

Theſe, and ſuch like Reflections and Conſidera- 
tions, are what cauſed me to take in Hand this Taſk, 
with ſo ſimple a Talent, and Capacity; with the 
Intent and Purpoſe of declaring the Original Emana- 
tion, Growth and Progreſs of our Holy Law, and 
from what Stock it had its firſt Beginning ; that our 
diſtreſſed Maſſulmans may receive the Content and 
Satisfaction ot knowing and being acquainted wa 

| | + tne 
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the Bountiful Mercies which the Lord hath done for 
them, in bleſſing us in ſo conſpicuous a Manner, as 
to guide us in the Paths of a Faith, the Fundamentals 
of which were compoſed in Paradiſe; and thither, as 
to its Native Source, it will return. >" PR 9 
f May the Diſcreet Believers, to whom, and to no 
others, I offer this Hiſtory, receive this Inſtance of 
4 my Zeal with Candour, and favourably pardon my 
WH Faults, and Defeats : And may the Divine Goodneſs 
of God Illuminate my Thoughts with the Sacred 
| Light of his Grace, that I may be capable of proper - 
ly ſuiting my Expreſſions, and of compleating the 
Whole, as I have propoſed, 


CHAP 
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| i P. J. 


Of the previous Preparation in Heaven, in order 
[ to the Creation of Man, The Formation of all 
l Things. Adam and Eve, our firſt Parents, cre- 
| ated. Their Happy State. Their Diſobedience 
\ and Fall. The han ion Effects of their Prevari- 


cat ion. 


N HE ſage Malec, in his incomparable Trea- 
e tiſe, (a) intitled, The Conferences, &c. of 
" the Prophers, communicates to us the me- 
54 morable Secret of a moſt ſingular Tranſ- 
gaction, which the King ef the Heavens 
did in Favour of Mankind, long before the For- 
mation of the Heavens, or of the Earth, or 
the Creation of our firſt Father Adam; by which 
was manifeſted his tender and moſt compaſſi- 
onate Love to us. Which take as follows: 
Gop deſigning to make known to his whole Choir of 
Ange, * and Low, (b) his Scheme concerning the 
; Crea- 


il 
1 


(a) Many 4 als Authors of this Name are to be met with. in 
D' Herbelot and others, who often quote them; but I can by no 
means gather which of them all is meant here. 

(o) They affirm the Angels to be of ſeveral Degrees; Thoſe which 
are of the firſt Rank, they call Atalaica el Mecareboun, which 1s, The 
Angel: which are neareſt God's Throne of Glory. Thoſe which are 
employed 
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Creation, called the Arch- Angel Gabriel (c), and deli- 
vering to him a Pen and Paper, commanded him to 
draw out an Inſtrument of Fealty and Homage; in 
which, as God had diQated to his Secretary Gabriel, 
were ſpecified the Pleaſures and Delights he ordained 
to his Creatures in this World; the Term of Years he 
would allot them; and how, and in what Exerciſes 
their Time in this Life was to be employed. This 
being done, Gabriel ſaid; Lord, what more muſt I 
write ? Thy (d) Pen reſiſteth; and refuſeth to be guided 
forwards ! God then took the Deed, and before he 
folded it, ſigned it with his Sacred Hand, and affixed 
thereto his Royal Signet, as an Indication of his in- 
conteſtable and irrevocable Promiſe and Covenant. 


8 


employed in bearing or carrying the Throne, are called Hameln 
el Arich. See D' Herbelot, in the Word 4rſch, But of theſe more 
hereafter. | 


(e) The Angel Gabriel, or as they call him Gibrae! or Gebreel, is 
by them introduced on all Occaſions, and moſt frequently cited in 
the Alcoran ; They hold him and Mikea/, i. e. Michael, to be the 
Two Principal Angels of the Mocareboun, thoſe who approach neareſt 
to God. He is often ſurnamed by them Rouh, or rather Koh ef 
Aria, the Faithful Spirit. Some believe that by Rob el Cods, The 
Holy Spirit, mentioned in the Alcoras, is meant him. They be- 
lieve, as we do, that this Angel brought the Tidings to our Bleſſed 
Lady, that ſhe ſhould conceive, and bring forth F-/us Chriſt. The 
Alcaran expreſly favs, Whoever is an Enemy to Gibrael, ſhall be confounded. 
They hold, that he is an implacable Enemy to the Jews, but a great 
Interceflor for the Muſulmans, becauſe they reverence and re- 
ſpect the A as, whom the Jews rejected. Many monſtrous Fables 


are recorded of this Angel, ſume of which ſhall be inſerted in their 
proper Places. 


(d) The Mabometans believe and affirm, that before all other Things 
God created the Table of bis Decrees, and after that His Pen: That 
this Table is of one intire Precious Stone, of an immenſe Magni- 
tude 3 That the Pen is alſo of one Pearl, from the Elit whereof the 
Light diſtills which is the true and only Ink God (or rather the 
Angels by God's Command) makes ule of to Regiſter our Words 
and Actions. Theſe are their Notions. Reland's Mab. Rel, in the 6th 
Lefſon, intitled, Of the laft Day. Annot. 4. | 


Then 


0 
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Then Gabriel was commanded to convey what he had 
written throughout the Hoſts of Angels, with Orders 
that they all, without Exception, ſhould fall down 
and worſhip the ſame; and it was ſo abundantly 
repleniſhed with Glory, that the Angelical Potentates 
univerſally reverenced and paid Homage thereunto. 
Gabriel returning, ſaid; © O Lord! I have obeyed | 
* thy Commands; what elſe am I to do? God repli- 
* ed, Cloſe up the Writing in this Cryta/ ; for this 
e 1s the inviolable Covenant of the Fealty the Mor- 
© tals I will hereafter create ſhall pay unto me, and 
* by the which they ſhall acknowledge me F! 
Haſſan tells us, That no ſooner had the bleſſed Angel 
cloſed the ſaid Cyyſtal, but fo terrible and aſtoniſhing 
a Voice iſſued out thereof, and it caſt ſo unuſual and 
glorious a Light, that with the Surprize of ſo great 
and unexpected a Myſtery, the Angel remained fixed and 
immoveable; and although he had a moſt ardent De- 
ſire to be let into the ſecret Arcanas of that wonderful 
Prodigy, yet all his innate Courage and Heavenly 
Magnanimity, were not ſufficient to furniſk him with 
Aſſurance, or Power, to make any Inquiry. © From 
* whence, O Sons of Adam ! we may eaſily conje- 
Cure the Excellency and Perfection in which the 
< firſt Scheme of our Creation was laid, abundantly 
< ſurpaſſing even that of the Angels themſelves ; ſees 
© ing that, as all our Teachers inform us, more than 
@© Two Thouſand Years before Adam was created, the 
All- powerful Monarch had vouchſafed to have the 
“ Defign thereof drawn out, and endowed it with ſo 
“ reſplendent a Light, preſerving it for ſo many Cen- 
ce turies in that Cæleſtial Cryſtal, to the Intent that it 
* ſhould be enjoyed by Adam, and by thoſe of his 
% Male-Poſterity, whom his divine and incomprehen- 
& ſible Wiſdom ſhould think worthy thereof, until it 
ce was finally fixed on the Forehead of Mohammed, as 

& ſhall be hereafter related 
Now when the Omnipotent God was pleaſed to or- 
dain, that the firſt of all Men ſhould be inveſted with 
Humanity, 
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Humanity, and become an Inhabitant of this our 


World, he previouſly commanded the Chiefs of his 
Angelic Subjects to prepare (a) a Throne; I mean, a 
Place, a Fabrick, an Habitat ion, in fine, a World, for 
the Reception and Accommodation of the Beings he 
was about to create. In Obedience to the Command 
and exactly in the Manner as had been ſpecified to 
them, the Holy Angels formed a Maſs, an undigeſted 
| Compoſition, a Chaos, obſcure and dark, void of all 


Mauner of Light ; which when they beheld, being 


ignorant of the Secret Cauſe, they were ſeized with 
Wonder and Amazement, and turning towards their 
lord, ſaid unto him ; © O King of Myſteries ! what 
* Fabrick, worthy of Admiration ! is this which thou 
* haſt ordered us to ere&? Have we, or any of us, 
* been guilty of Diſobedience to thy Divine Ordinan- 
* ces ? Is this frightful Place deſigned for a Priſon 
* for us? O Monarch! we comprehend not the 
Meaning of this ſo hideous and diſmal an Obſcu- 
* rity! “ To whom God ſaid; I tax none of you 
* with Diſobedience; but I intend to form a per- 
verſe Generation of Creatures, of a ſingular Com- 
poſition, who will tranſgreſs my Laws, and whoſe 


| CC 


cc 
cc 


cc 


©-Sight.” 
Then ſaid the Angels; Accompany not us, Lord, 
* with ſuch difloyal Servants : Why wilt thou create 
them? What Uſe or Occaſion haſt thou for them? 
& Are there not Millions of Legions of us, thy inceſ- 
“ fant Worſhippers ? Beſides, Lord! What Power, 
« what Poſſibility, can theſe thy intended Creatures 
have of ſerving and adoring Thee, being involved 
* in ſuch aſtoniſhing Darkneſs? ” The Lord re- 


rs EIS 


— 
—— 


(a) My Author has it after his Spaniſh Pronunciation, Una larx 
entre toda: los alarxes, In Arabich, the Word Al Arſch or rather EI 


Arſch, fignifies a Throne: But more of that, when I come to men- 


tion the Throne of God, to which the Word is more properly ap- 
plicable. | 


plied ; 


Ways will be diſpleaſing and abominable in my 


* 
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plied; This Maſs, which I commanded you tg 
e compoſe, ſhall have Light ſufficient to guide 
« and direct the Inhabitants thereof, in all 
“e their Neceſſities. And it is my Will, That from 
c henceforwards, you enjoy an Everlaſting and Eter- 
e nal Reſt, nothing to interrupt your Repoſe, but 
“ your Time be intirely taken up in Contemplations 
* on my Glory. As for thoſe I ſhall next give Being 
* to, they ſhall undergo Afflictions and Joys, Trou- 
© bles and Contents, Bitters and Sweets: They ſhall 
be liable to Heat and Cold; Hunger, Thirſt and 
„ Wearineſs, with innumerable other Calamities du- 
ring their whole Life: Nevertheleſs, in all their 
& Actions, if commendable and worthy of Reward, 
* they ſhall enjoy free Liberty, nor ſhall any Thing 
<& diſturb or controul them in their Purpoſes : I will 
* enjoyn them Precepts and Commandments, with 
other Duties, to be carefully kept, and ſtrenuouſly 
« maintained by them, that they may acknowledge 
< my Divinity, and revere my Power : They ſhall 
* know in what Method I will be ſerved, and no- 
thing ſhall be required of them, but what is confor- 
“ mable to their Capacities and Abilities, and mild 
ce and eaſy to be performed. | 

* They ſhall be endowed with ſuch Knowledge of 
„ my ineffable Power, that they may be ſenſible it is 
* conducive and requiſite to their future eternal Hap- 
* pineſs, not to negle& or tranſgreſs theſe my Pre- 
e cepts : Which it they inadvertently or rebelliouſſy 
ce ſhould preſume to do, as an Atonement for their 
«© Crime, they may be trebly zealous in good and 
ce laudable Works, equivalent to the Omiſſions, in Ie 
« Hopes, and with the Proſpect of regaining my s. 
« Grace and Pardon, and finding Mercy and Favour e 
*in my Sight. Thoſe among them, who with a firm 
« and ardent Faith {hall practiſe and obey theſe an 
« my Ordinances, none among the Nations of the * 
« Earth ſhall be equal to them in Dignity ; You, = 
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de yourſelves ſhall be their Guardians (4) and Prote- 
« Cors, that no Harm or Injury befall or happen to 
ce them: You ſhall be the Overſeers of all their Words, 
© Thoughts and Actions, keeping a juſt Account of 
« their Deſerts, which at the appointed Time {hall be 
* exactly weighed, compared, and computed. in my 
* unerring Balance; of all which, you are to be 1m- 
„e partial Witneſſes, at the tremendous Tribunal of 
* my Juſtice, on the Laſt Day, where you ſhall 


1 


* 


* paſs a moſt ſtrict Examination before my Divi- 


„ e 


The Angels hearing ſuch wonderful Things, and ſo 
amazing Myſteries, without farther Reply, or Iuqui- 
ry, * their uſual Occupation of chanting Di- 
vine Hymns, Cc. N 

God then began his CREATION. He formed the 
World in the Likeneſs of a Ball, perfectly round in all 
its Parts: (6) He created the Seven Heavens. Nature 


. * — 
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(4) The Mabometans hold, that every Man hath Two tutelar An- 
gels conſtantly attending him, one at the Right Side, and the other 
at the Left, who write down every individual Word and Action: 
He on the Right, regiſters the Good, and the other the Evil. 
For which Reaſon, at the Concluſion of each of their Salaes, or 


daily Prayers, when they ſalute the ſaid Angels (which they do by 


turning their Face, firſt to the Right, and then to the Left, pro- 
nouncing Aſalamalic, to each of them) they uſe more Deliberation 
and Reſpe& towards the Angel on the right Side, than to the Other. 
This I have frequently ſeen and obſerved, and upon Inquiry, have 
been told this, as a fort of Secret; for they are very reſeryed in 
thoſe Myſteries of their Belief, unlels to their familiar Acquain- 
tance, Aſalamalic is the uſual Salutation they give a ſingle Fer- 
ſon, as Aſalamalicum is to a Company, or more than one; though 
this only to thoſe of their own Perſuaſion, for they reſuſe it to all 
others; and think themſelves keinouſly affronted, if a Chriſtian, Few, 
dec. offered it them, they ſaying, the Angel Gabriel uſed that Form 
of Salutation to Mabomet, at all their Interviews, and for that 
Reaſon, they account all, who are not (as they call themſelves) Tine 
Believers, unworthy thereof, The Word ſignifies, Peace be with u, 
and the Anſwer to it is Alicſalam, or Alicum fſalam, which is, Peace 
to you alſo. | | 5 | 
(b) They ſay there are Seven Heavens. See Dr. Prideaux L. Mah. p. 

3 c. and Mabomet's Pilgrimage to Heaven in this Book, Cap. xxili 
| herſelf 
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Limits, or, as we may ſay, the Walls thereof, by 
which the one is ſeparated from the other. To the 


* » . 


herſelf had next her Exiſtence, which was to be as a 
common Mother to all Things; but ſhe was limited 
within convenient Bounds, that nothing ſuperfluous 
or extravagant might be made, or have Being, but the 
Earth be repleniſhed with what was requiſite and ne- 
ceſſary ; upon which all Trees, Fruits, Plants, Cc. 
were inſtantly produced. At the ſame Time, the 
Sun, Moon, Signs and Planets were created: God | 
ordering his Angels that they might be ſo placed, 
that the regular Motions of the Heavens might be go- 
vern'd and directed thereby. He then created the Day 
and the Night, diſtinguiſhing them by ſuch concording 
Diviſions, that the tranſient and diminiſhing Hours, 
might, by that alternate Succeſſion of Light and Dark- 
neſs, be duly and regularly computed. 1. 

The Eaſt and the Weſt (which were in the ſame 
Inſtant created to that Intent) were allotted to be the 


Moon was ordained her Conjunctions, her Increaſes | 
and Decreaſes, by the which our Time is Yearly mea- 
ſured, and diſtributed into Twelve equal Parts, or Di- 
viſions, which we call Months (or rather Moons), 
The Firmament was beautifully adorn'd with bril- 
liant Stars, by whole Direction the Navigators are 
guided and conducted to the remoteſt and moſt occult 
Corners of this capacious Globe. He created the Four 
Elements, of ſuch different Species, and oppoſite Pro- 
perties, that whenſoever they meet, or are joyned one 
to another, they produce moſt contrary, and prepo- 
ſterous Effects. To the Fire he gave the Faculty of 
burning outrageouſly, and cauſing Liquids to boil, 
and of warming and cheriſhing, when kept within 
Compaſs and Moderation. The Earth was endowed 
with the Vertue of propagating and nouriſhing the 
Vegetables. The Air he ordained for the Habitation 
of winged Creatures, as Fowlg, Birds, c. The Wa- 
ter was allotted to be the Abode of the Fiſhes : The 
Rivers, Springs, and Fountains, though of ſo diffe- 
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rent Taſte and Nature from the ſalt Seas, are to be 
included in this Element; by whoſe kindly Influence 
and ſeaſonable Aſſiſtance, the thirſty Earth is moiſt- 
ened (a) and made fruitful, to the unſpeakable Bene- 
fit of all Nations: "Theſe were likewiſe created at that 
Time. The Froſty Winter, the Temperate Spring, 
the Delightful Summer, and the Ripening Autumn, 
he alſo created. He ſeparated the Heat from the 
Cold; and commanded the Air to reireſh the Earth 
with ſalubrious Breezes; and that the Fire ſhould be 
ſerviceable, not offenſive to us. He cauſed the Seas 
and the Rivers to diſcover, for our Uſe, the hidden 
Products of their Bowels ; forbidding them to conceal 
them from us, but that we ſhould be Partakers there- 
of. All theſe, and many Thouſands more of ſuch mi- 
raculous Myſteries, (the Recital of which is a Taſk 
too mighty for my weak Underſtanding) the Great 
and All- powerful Monarch accompliſhed in Six Days. 
This Stupendous Work being compleated, he reſted 
himſelf on his Throne of Glory, _ ; 
The newly-created World, beautifully embelliſhed 
with all imaginable Delights, was ſolely dedicated to 
Man. He might take or leave, command or forbid 
whatever his Lordly and Arbitrary Will, or his Deſ- 
potick, Uncontrouled Fancy ſhould dictate, God, 
amongſt his other Wonders, had made a Paradiſe (O, 
a Place of Glory, inexpreſſibly delightful, appointed 
for the Reward of his truly dutitul Servants ; I mean, 
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(a) In the dryer and more Southern Parts of the World, much 
of the Land is in Summer overflowed with Water, by cutting 
Trenches, and making Channels to let it run through the Corn- 
Fields, Gardens, Orchards, &c. which would otherwiſe be barren, 
and produce nothing, except in very rainy Years ; a Thing not 
requiſite, and therefore, little praiſed in our Northern Climates. 
In Spain and Portugal they call them Axequias, corrupt'y from the 
Arabich Word Seckia, which implies the fame Thing. 

(b) By Paradiſe, is always meant a Celeſtia} Paradiſe, for they 
have no Notion of the Garden of Zden, or the Terreſtrial one. 
More of this ſhalh be ſaid hercafter. 
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thoſe who keep his Commandments, and obey his 
Holy Ordinances. This he was pleaſed to ſituate aloft 
near the Heavens. The dark and horrible Hell (a2), 
being likewiſe created, was ordained for a perpe- 
tual Priſon for the Condemned; who are thoſe ' 
that rebel againſt his Precepts, by denying, or oppo- 
ſing his Laws: This frightful Station, the Portion of 
Sinners, he placed below, in a diſmal Abyſs of Sor- 
row. | 

All being now compleated, and put in Order; God 
ſaid to his Angels; Which of you will deſcend to 
* the Earth, and bring me up a Handful thereof? 
When immediately ſuch infinite Numbers of Cœleſti- 
al Spirits departed, that the Umverſal Surface was 
covered with them ; where conſulting among them- 
ſelves, they all unanimouſly confirm'd their Loath- 
ing and Abhorrence to touch it, ſaying; How 
dare we be ſo preſumptuous as to expoſe before the 
Throne of a Lord ſo Glorious and Sovereign as ours 
1s, a Thing fo filthy, and of a Form and Compoſi- 
tion ſo vile and deſpicable ? And, in Effect, they all 
returned, fully determined not to meddle with it. 
After theſe, went others, and then more; but not one 
of them, either firſt or laſt, dared to defile the Puri- 
ty of their Hands with it. Upon which (b) Agαĩ]el, 
an Angel of an extraordinary Stature, flew down, 
and from the four Corners of the Earth brought up a 
12 Hand- 
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(a) The Arabich Word is Gebennama, which fignifies Hell. D' 
Herte!or ſays, The Arabian Mahometans ſeem to have borrowed this 
Word from the Jes and Chriſtians. The Original of the Hebrew 
Word comes from Ge Heumm, that is, The Vale of Henmom, where 
the Anorites burnt their Children alive, ſacrificing them to the 
Idol loch. In Arabick Gehenzem is properly a very deep Pit, 
and Gehim is one of a frightful deformed Countenance. Ben Gehennem, 
i. e. the Son of Hell, is the Name they commonly give to a very 
wicked Reprobate. See the Mahometan Ideas of Hell in D* Herbelot, 
at large, under the Word Gehennem. 

(5) Axarael, the Angel of Death. According to all Ya hetan Tra- 
ditions, at the Day of Judgment, when Aſrafi} or Jr ſhall 2 

the 
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Handful of what God had commanded: From the 
South and the North, from the Weſt and from the 
Eaſt, took he it; of all which Four different Quali- 
ties Human Bodies are compoſed. * 

The Almighty perceiving in what manner Agarael 
had ſignalized himſelf in this Affair, beyond the reſt 
of the Angels, and taking particular Notice of his 
goodly Form and Stature, ſaid to him; O Azarael, 
* it is my Pleaſure to conſtitute thee to be Death it- 


the Trumpet, all Creatures, Angels, Men and Devils ſhall dye ; the 
laſt of all that ſhall dye is to be Axarael Malec el Maut. Of the unac- 
countable Fables of the prodigious Statures of the Angels, Dr. Pri- 


deaux in his Life of Mabom. p. 31, Gc. gives a particular Account. 


Khondemir, a celebrated Chronologiſt, quoted by many Writers, 
ſays; That when God had reſolved to make Adam, he commanded 
the Angel Gabriel to take an Handful of Mould from every one of 
the Seven Depths of the Earth. The Angel went and acquainted 
the Earth with his Commiſſion; to which ſhe anſwered, That ſhe 
fear'd, that Creature would rebel, and d:aw a Curſe upon her, and 
prayed him to repreſent it to God. Gabriel did ſo; but God being 
reloly'd, ſent Michael and Iſrafil on the ſame Errand, who both 
retuin'd as Gabriei had done. At laſt he ſent Azarael, who took 


- the Seyen Handfuls by Force, without minding what the Earth 


ſaid; and carry'd them to a Place in Arabia, between Mecca and 

T»1'f. This harſh Method Axarael uſed towards the Earth, was 

the Cauſe that God gave him afterwards, the Charge of ſeparating 

the S2uls from the Bodies; and therefore, he is called Tee Angel. 
of Death, When this Earth had been moulded by the Angels, 

Go. himſelf, torm'd it, and was, when dry, a long Time expoſed 

in Sizht of the Angels, who offen viſited it. Ebls, or Lucifer, 

touching ir, and finding it hollow, faid; That Creature would 

often require filling, and be ſubject to many Temptations. He 

then asked his Companions, Whether, if God ſhould require it of 

them, they would ſubmit to that Creature? nd they anſwering 

in the Affirmative, he ſeem'd to acquieſce alſo, but had other De- 

ſigns. Some time after, God animated this Body, and cloathed it 

moſt gloriouſly, adorning the Soul with all Vertnes and Sciences, 

and then commanded all the Angels to fall down, and pay Reſpe& 

to the ſame. They all obey'd, only Eblis was refractory; who was 

therefore curſed, and drove out of Paradiſe, and his Place given 
to Adam. There Eve was taken out of his leſt Side, whilſt he 

llept, and given to him for a Wife. Vide D'He/ bejot in Adam. 


3 wy ſelf, 
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& ſelf; thou ſhalt be him who ſeparateth the (a) | 
* Souls from the Bodies of thoſe Creatures I am 


about to make; Thou henceforth ſhalt be called 


* Azaracl Malec el Mout, or Azarael the Angel of 
IRAN... | 

Then God cauſed the Earth which Azarae! had 
brought, to be waſhed and purified in the Fountains 
of Heaven; and El Haſſan tells us, That it became fo 
reſplendently clear, that it caſt a more ſhining and 
beautiful Ligbt, than the Sun in its utmoſt Glory, 
Gabriel was then commanded to convey this lovely, 
tho” as yet Inanimate Lamp of Clay, throughout the Hea- 
vens, the Earth, the Centers, and the Seas, to the 
Intent, and with a poſitive Injunction, that whatſo- 
ever had Life might behold it, and pay Honour and 
Reverence thereunto. „ 3 
When the Angels ſaw all theſe incomprehenſible 
Myſteries, and That ſo beautiful an Image; they ſaid, 
Lord! if it will be pleaſing in thy Sight, we will, 
e in thy moſt High and Mighty Name, proſtrate 
* ourſelves before it: To which voluntary Propo- 
poſal, God replied; ** Iam content you pay Ado- 
* ration to it, and I command you ſo to do: When 
inſtantly they all bowed, inclining their ſhining Cœ- 
leſtial Countenances at his Feet; only (6b) Lucifer 
detained himſelf, obſtinately refuſing; proudly and 


„ ES; — 


eee eee eee 


(a) Arobes. The Word in Arabich 1s Roh, in the Plural Arrowah z 
it implies both Life and Soul, with ſcarce any Diſtinction. 


(b) They call Lucifer ſometimes (as my Author does here, and 
in many other Places) Luzbel, but more generally Eblis, which fig- 
n'fies the Deſperate, or one in Deſpair of recovering what he loft, 
They lay his Name, before his Rebellion and Expulſion, was Azaziel, 


and during the Space of 80000 Years, had been one of God's moft 
Obedient and Favourite Angels; till at laſt, for refuſing to render 


Homage to Adam, he was caft out of Heaven with all his Accom. 
plices in his Diſobedience, among whom were the Angels Arot and 


Marot, ſo often mentioned by ſeveral Authors. They give him ſeveral 


other Names, of which in their proper Places. See D'Herbelot in 
Eblis, Sc. 5 | | 


arrogantly 
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arrogantly valuing himſelf upon his Heavenly Com- 
poſition: To whom God ſternly ſaid ; © Proſtrate 
* thy {elf to Adam: He made a Shew of ſo doing, 
but (a) remained only upon his Knees, and then 
roſe up, before he had pertormed what God had com- 
manded him. When the Angels beheld his Infolence 
and Diſobedience, they a Second Time proſtrated 
themſelves, to compleat what the haughty and pre- 
ſumptuous Angel had left undone. From hence it is, 
that in all our Prayers, at each (5) Inclination of 
the Body, we make Two Proftrations, (c) one im- 
mediately after the other. God being highly incenſed 
againſt the Rebellious Lucifer, ſaid unto him; Why 
* didſt thou not reverence this Statue which I have 
* made, as the other Angels all have done? To 
which Lucifer reply'd; © I will never leſſen or dif- 
** parage my Grandeur ſo much, as to humble my 
* ſelf to a Piece of Clay; I, who am an immortal 
Seraphim, of ſo apparently a greater Excellency 
* than that: I, whom thou didſt create out of the 
(d) Cœleſtial Fire, what an Indignity would it be to 
* my Splendor, to pay Homage to a Thing com- 
* Poſed of fo vile a Metal!“ The irritated Monarch, 
with a Voice of Thunder, then pronounced againſt 
him this direful Anatbema and Malediction ; © Begone, 
(e) Enemy; Depart, Rebel, from my Abode! Thou 

| C 4. ce no 


— 


(sa) This ſhall be explained when their Pravers, & c. are treated of. 

(b) The bowing of their Bodies with their Hands on their Knees, 
before they proſtrate themſelves at their Devotions. 

(c) The Adoration they make when they pray, proſtrating them- 
ſelves, and touching the Earth with their Foreheads, which is what 
the Greeks call Tp:9vvnns, when Seven of our Members touch the 
Ground, viz. the Two Feet, the Two Hands, the Two Knees, and 
the Head. See a farther Explanation of this in Reland's Abridg- 
ment of the Mahom, Rel. 2 

Cd) They hold, that the Angels and the Genii, were all made 
out of an exceeding hot Fire. ; : 

(e) A common Epithet they give the Devil, is, Adou Allab, God's 


Enemy. He js likewiſe called EI Ragim, i, e. He that was ſtoned, 
Wn or 
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* no longer ſhalt continue in my Celeſtial Domi- 


* nions. Go, thou accurſed flaming Thunderbolt of 


“Fire! My Curſe purſue thee! My Condemnation | 


6c 


* overtake thee! My Torments afflict thee! And my 
© Chaſtifement accompany thee ! ” Thus fell this 
Enemy of God and Mankind, both he, and all his 


Followers and Abettors, who ſided or were Partakers 


with him in his Pride, and prefumptuous Diſobedi— 
ence: They were caſt, I ſay, by the avenging Arm 
of God, into the loweſt Abyſſes of Everlaſting Tor- 


ments, in which perpetual Dungeon of Endleſs Mi- 


ſery, they ſhall remain to all Eternity. 


The Conſequences of the Fall of this accurſed Ge- 


neration, were not ſo inconſiderable, but that, ac- 
cording to the Hebrew (a) El Tazfir, and as (b) Abou 
el Khabar, that Learned Doctor, informs us, the 
Shock was ſo ſurprizingly great, when theſe pernici- 
ous Legions tell all at once, as they did, that the 
whole Fabrick of Heaven, with the very Foundation 
thereof, {weated and trembled; Moſt terrible Earth- 
quakes ſhook the vaſt Body of the lower Globe; The 


— 


or driven out of Paradiſe with Stones. This Name they give him 
to incite every one to repulſe his Temptatious with Violence and 
Ardour. When they mention the Devil, whom they likewiſe call 
Hhtetan and Jhrethar, from che Hebrew Shathan, they ever add a 
Curie, as Allah endl bu, Allah Khuzze, and very frequently ſay, 
Fouthou Billah min a Shietan Ragim, or, God preſerve us from the vin- 


guiſced Saran, This Expreſſion is before every Chapter in the Al- 


(a) A Book fo called, It ſhould be rather Tuffir, which ſignifies 
an Expoſitor, and is the Title of many Books. | 


() The Arabians generally expreſs themſelves in a manner pecu- 
Var to them alone; for here Abou e Xbabar, is the Title of a Book, 
which literally ſignifies. The Father of News, and is alſo the Sirname 
of ſeveral Men, Troſe who are remarkable for any Perfection or 
Imperfection of Bedy or Mind, or are addicted to any one Thing 
in particular, they call him the Father of it. See D'Herbelot in 
Abou, and Dr. Prideaun L. Aahom. p. $2, ; 51 A 


Rivers, 


* 


e " we I» cm wv 8. ” 
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Rivers, Seas, and all running Waters were inſtantly 

ſtopped, and an unactive Suſpenſion of their continual 
Worſhip enſued, (a) ſcarce advancing drop by drop in 
their Natural Courſes. In fine, an intire and univerſal 
Stupefaction followed; all Things Animate and Inani- 
mate, ceaſed from their accuſtomed Adorations, being 
wholly wrapped up in Amazement at the ſtupendous 
and inſcrutable Power of the Almighty Monarch, 
though it ſurpaſſed their Imaginations, to dive into 
the Cauſes of theſe ſo wonderful Events. The Sun 
ſtood fill, faintly caſting an obſcure and diſmal 
Light; and the whole Surface was overwhelmed with 
Horror and Confuſion : Nay, the moſt pure and glo- 
rious Angels themſelves (thoſe bleſſed Cœleſtia! Be- 
ings) were ſo diſmayed with Aſtoniſhment, that they 
remained fixed and motionleſs in their (b) Poſtures. 
Even the Natural Courſes of thoſe Rivulets and Hea- 
venly Springs which were among them, ceaſed. And 
Gabzii; himſelf (whoſe Courage is fo incomparable, 
and whoſe Magnanimity ſo without equal) was, as 
much as is poſſible for him to be, diſmayed, loſing at 
once the Uſe of all his Faculties, being ſeized with 
a tupid and unactive Lethargy; yet ignorant of 
the real Cauſe from whence proceeded the univerſal 
Aſtoniſnment, with which he felt himſelf oppreſſed. 


ood 


— 


(a) The Mabometans affirm, that all Things Animate and Tnani- 


mate, the Mountains, Rocks, Seas, Rivers, Trees, Plants, Herbs, 
Cc. perpetually ſerve and worſhip God after their manner. Prayer, 
they fay, leads Half. way to Heaven; Faſting, carries them to Heaven- 
Gate; and Alms, gain Admittance, Notions worthy of a more be- 
lieving People! 1 — 


(5) According to the Mahometan Traditions, all the Argels in 
general have their particular Occupations aſſigned them by God, in 
which they are continually employed. Thoſe who more immediate- 
ly are Attendants on God's Perſon, they ſay, ſtand about him with 
their Hands folded over their Navels, and their Eyes inclining down- 
wards, which they deem @ Poſture of Humility and Reſignation, and 
is the ſame which the Pages, c. uſe in the Preſence of their Empe- 
Cors, Princes, and of all Men of chief Rank in general. 

5 3 «© Behold, 
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* Behold, O Sons of Adam! with what Rigor 
* the damning Sins of Pride aud Diſobedience weste 


* puniſhed; the Terrors they cauſed, and with what 
* direful Calamities they were accompanied; that 
* they ſhould affect, with their malignant Influence, 


* the Heavens, the Earth, the Sun, the Moon, the 


“ Angels, the Courſes, the Seas, and every created 
* Thing, cauſing in every individual Part thereof, 


* a Change; ſtupitying, ſhocking, infecting, ſicken: 


M ng, terrifying, and penetrating all exiſting Bo- 
* dies! . | 

The accurſed Squadron, who before their Fall were 
ſo gloriouſly beautiful, were transformed into ſuch 
hideouſly frightful and monſtrous Appearances, and 
fo much disfigured from what they once were, that 
Imagination itſelf can comprehend nothing which 
may be compared to have any Similitude, or bear 
any manner of Reſemblance to them : So ugly were 


their Forms and Countenances, and ſo unaccoun-| 


table the Alteration, that nothing can be thought on, 
which with any Likeneſs may be juſtly apply'd. 
* Like unto a Delinquent, who has committed ſome 
* enormous Crime, and goes about ſeeking a Sanctu- 
* ary, or ſome Obſcurity, where to hide himſelf from 
* the Eyes of Juſtice, but finding none to protect 
* him, he, trembling, expects his juſt Chaſtiſement; 
© uncertain when, yet ſure *twill come: So this cur- 
ſed rebellious Angel, both he and his Followers, ſee- 
ing themſelves caſt out of Glory, refle&ing on their 
preſent wretched Condition, and apprehenſive of 
worſe (if poſſible) went wandring about, ſeeking 
Caves and diſmal Solitudes, to avoid the farther 
Wrath of the incenſed and offended God ; but found 
no comfortable Habitation, no Security, no Protec- 
tion; wholly deprived of what might afford them 
either Content or Reſt. © O ye miſerable Un-thron- 
* ed! O Inheritances irrecoverably loft ! Not the leaſt 
** Glimpſe or Proſpect of being ever regained ! 


This 
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This Enemy being thus routed, ſubdued and van- 
quiſhed ; God now was pleaſed to publiſh and make 
manifeſt his Deſign of Animating Man out of that 
beautiful and reſplendent Cryſtal, and accordingly 
commanded Gabriel to breathe into the ſaid Veſſel, 
| that it might become Fleſh and Blood: But at the 
Inſtant, as the immaculate Spirit (a) was going to 
| enter therein, it returned, and humbling itſelf before 
the Lord, ſaid; O Mercitul King! For what Rea- 
“ ſon is it, that thou intendeſt to incloſe me in this 
“ loathſome Priſon? I, who am thy Servant, thou 
* ſhatteſt up within mine Enemy, where my Purity 
* will be defiled, and where, againſt my Will, I ſhall 
e diſobey thee, without being able to reſiſt the Inſti- 
| © gations and Power of this rebellious Fleſh, whereby 
* I {hall become liable to ſuffer thy rigorous Puniſh- 
* ments, inſupportable and unequal to my Strength, 
* for having perpetrated the Enormities obnox1ous to 
* the Frailty of Human Fleſh: Spare me, O Lord! 
| * ſpare me! ſuffer me not to taſte of this bitter 
“Draught! To thee it belongs to command, and to 
* me to ſupplicate thee. 
Thus ſpoke the pure and unſpotted Spirit; when 
God, to give it ſome Satisfaction to theſe Complaints, 
and that it might contentedly reſign itſelf to obey 
his Commands, ordered it ſhould be conducted near 
his Throne, where, in innumerable and infinite Parts 
thereof, it beheld certain Letters decyphered up and 
down, importing, MayomerT the Triumphant Leader ! 


3 n 


— 


* 


(a) Arob, rather Rob, the Word is Arabick, and ſignifies Spirit, 
Life and Soul promiſcuouſly, as I have already hinted. Caſchiri, 
a noted Mahometan Writer, in his Book intitled Fetouhat, writes, 
That there are ſeveral Sorts of Creations: Some Things God cre- 
ated with' only His Fiat, Be it done: others in which His Hands 
were employ'd only: And ſome wherein He uſed, both his Word 
and his Hands. In the .Beginning, He created Heaven and Earth 
with His ſole Word, and then He created Man, and other Crea- 


tures with Matter, and the Concurrence of Second Cauſes, which 
ue had created before. | 
d, 1 . Ml ( And 
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(2) And over all the Seven Heavens, on their Gatg 
and in all the Books, he ſaw thoſe Words, ſtamped, eos 
ceedingly bright and reſplendent. This was the Bla nt 
which all the Angels and other Cœleſtial Beings carriè M 
between their beautiful Eyes, and for their Devices on Mm: 
their Apparel. 1 
The Spirit having ſeen all this, returned to the re. 
Throne of Glory, and being. very defirous to under 
ſtand the Signification of thoſe Cyphers and (5) Cha- 
racters, he asked, What Name that was which /hined Mc 
fo in every Place ? To which Queſtion, God anſwer: 
ed; © Know, that from Thee, and from that Fleſh 
* ſhall proceed a Chieftain, a Leader who ſhall bear f- 
* that Name, and uſe that Language; by whom, and WW t! 
for whoſe Sake, I thy Lord, the Heavens, the 2 
“ Farths, and the Seas ſhall be honoured, as ſhall Ml R 
* likewiſe all who believe in bat Name.” t 
The Spirit hearing theſe Wonders, immediately e 
conceived ſo mighty a Love to the Body (a Love 


* 


— 


(a) The Four SeQs which are among the Ma bometans eſteemed as 
Orthodox, viz. The Hanifeen, the Malik er, the Shafhven, and the 
Hambil:en, all unanimouſly agree, That the Name of the Impoſtor | 
was, long. before the Creation, Engraven all over the Heavens, and | 
Recorded in the Sacred Regiſters thereof, in thole well-known | 
Words; La illah illatlah, Mohammed reſoul Allah: But our Author 
has here, it ſeems, given us a different Expreſſion; I ſuppoſe, Li- 
centià Poetica, (which he boldly and copiouſly aſſumes throughout his 
Work) not to lame his Metre. 


(Y As throughout the whole MS. the Compiler has made no Scruple 
of Spaniolizing, al. Spaniſhizing moſt of his Arabic Words, I mean, 
giving them a Spaniſh Termination; I chuſe in this place to mention 
it once more for all. He has it, Alharfes. In Arabich, the Letters or 
Characters of the Alphabet are El harrof. which is thePiural Number 
of Za'f, or rather Horf; but they uſually add el to all their 
Words, which is no other than the Article The, which the Spanzards, 
and all the Eurepeans, in Imitation of them, corrupt, by adding the 
Article to all thoſe Words beginning with 40, which are for the moſt 
part originally Ara bick, as el Alcayde, The Alehde, or Governor; el 
Alquimia, the Chymiſtry; el Alcaſaba, the Citadel; and fo in innu- 
merable c thoers. e 


not | 
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ot to be expreſſed, nor even imagined) that it long- 


d with Impatience to enter into it: Which it had no 
oner done, but it miraculouſly and artificially was 
an nfizenced and diſtilled into every individual Part and 
Member thereof, whereby the Body became Ani- 


mated. _ 5 
The Compoſition of Adam was of divers and diffe- 
he rent Materials, anſwerable to the different Qualit ies and 
r. Appetites which were to be incorporated in him. His 
a: Face and Head were formed from that illuſtrious and 
4 Jever fa mous Place, where Abrabam, the Servant of 
God, built the Holy E Caaba (a). The Trunk of his 
Body, from that where ſince ſtood the great and moſt 
x WM fanctify'd Temple of (b) Feruſalem. His two Legs from 
d that where the Noble City of Grand Cairo (c) is ſitu- 
e Wl ated : His Feet, and Hands, from Memphis: His 
I WW Right-Hand from the Eaſtward Part; his Left from 
the Weſtward, oppoſite thereunto, &c. His Nature, 
or his Private Parts, were compoſed from Aliſtinche, 
e (d, uninhabitable Mountains. In fine, every 5 and 
em- 


py 
«H -- 


4 P p "a _— «4 


_ 
— — 


e (a) The SquareChapel which is within the great and ſumptuous Tem- 
r ple at Hecca, held in mighty Veneration by ali the Mabomerans of what 
! dect ſoeve r, towards the which they turn their Faces when they pray, 
in what part of the World ſoever they be. They hold, it was 
begun by Abrabam, and finiſhed by hmael. Edriſſt an Arabian Geo- 
a grapher, in his Deſcription of that Temple, ſays, Its Length from 
; Eaſt to Weſt is Twenty-four Cubits, and Twenty-three from South 
to North. Its Gate ſtands on the Eaft-Side, the Threſhold whereof 
is Four Cubits from the Ground. See more of this in D*Zerbelor, 
inthe Words Caaba and Meccah, They affirm, That Adam built a 
Temple where that at A ecca ſtands, which they call Sarah. 


(b) They call the Temple of Sol:man, Beit el Mocaddas, the 
Holy Houſe; and that at Mecca, is generally called Beit Allab, the 
Houſe of God. My Author has it here 4} Magdiz, meaning that at 
Feruſalem, | F 


(c) Grand Cairo, the Capital of Et; the Mahometans all give it 
the Name of Miſſir. Tis here Micera. 385 


(4) Su natura de aliſtinche de ſierras inabitables. This ſeems to be 
obſcure, and ſcarce intelligible; yet this I am certain of, that the 
x C ee Walling 


adapted and applied, to the Intent that Man might 


et 
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Member of him, neceſſary, convenient, or ſubſe. fv 
vient to Human Life, were contained and included Ml ad 


in the Handful of Earth which was conveyed by Aare 


rael, the Angel of Death, and marvellouſly, and fr 
moſt artfully connected together, and fo properly 


be in every Reſpect intirely perfect, exceeding all that 
Thought can conceive. 5 5 

God furniſhed him with a Tongue harmoniouſly || 
ſweet and elegant, wherewith he might call upon, and 
glorify his Divine Name. He called him Adam, 
which is as much as to ſay, Father. 1 
* Our Prophet has declared to us, the Reaſon 
why the Firſt of Men was compoſed of ſo different 
Species, and from Places ſo diſtant and remote, one 
from the other ; for he tells us, That from hence it 
is, that Human Knowledge 1s diſtributed amongſt 
all Mankind, and by which all People, in all Parts 
of the World, know one another. He who is born 
in the Weſt, knows him who is born in the Faſt, 
by only ſeeing him; whereby it is evident, that 
ſeeing, upon a ſlender Acquaintance, and almoſt at 
the firſt Sight, Men of ſo diſtant Climates contract 
« Friendſhips and Love, all Mankind are of the 
“ ſame Fleſh and Blood.“ 

The Supreme Monarch created Adam with his own 
Hands, ſuffering none but himſelf to touch him; he 
formed him after the Image he thought fitteſt; (2) 
Tall, Proper, Comely, and exceedingly Beautiful; 

5 ſurpaſſing 


——_ " _ 


- waſhing of thoſe Parts after Evacuation of either ſort, is in Ard- 


bick called Stinja, to which Word my Author ſeems to allude in Ali. 
ſtincbe: For the Spaniards uſe ch where we write the Conſonant j, tho 
not with ſo ſtrong a Pronunciation: The Conſonant j they always 
Pronounce in the Throat, as they generally do the g, and the x. 

(4) The Mabometans never ſay, That God created Man after his own 


Image, and hold it as the higheſt Impiety and Preſumption in any 


who go about to give any Deſcription of God's Form: Yet among 
the Vulgar, nothing is more common than to ask a Favour, or an 


. 
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ſurpaſſing the Riſing Sun. His Stature was of the moſt 
advantageous Size, (2); his _ the beſt and moſt 
regular; And Rays of Light diffuſed fo reſplendently 
from his Countenance, that none of the Angels were 
comparable to him. ; | 

God then aſſigned to him for his Habitation the 
Czleſtial Paradiſe, with all its Territories, granting 
him free Liberty to go and come therein as he him- 
ſelf pleas'd ; leaving it intirely to his Diſcretion to 
chuſe or to refuſe, to commit or to omit, to know 
or to leave unknown, whatſoever he would : But be- 
cauſe he ſhould not imagine himſelf to be abſolutely 
Lord, without a Superior; God enjoyned him () one 
only Precept to keep and obſerve, and that alto- 
gether eaſy and ſupportable, which was the firſt Begin- 


ning of our Miſery, and the Middle and End of all our 
Calamities ! N 


* 


— — ————— — 


Alms, Ala Widg Allah, i. e. For God's Face; as we ſay, For God's 
Sake ; but when any of the A lims hear that Expreſſion, they re- 
buke them, ſaying, Eſcoot Kafir I Allah m'andou Midg; i. e. Be dumb, 


you Infidel! God has no Face. A'lim fignifies a Teacher, the Plu- 
ral of which is Oulamma and El Alm. | 


(a) In the next Chapter he ſays, Thirty Spans. 


©b) RCondemir, a famous Author frequently quoted by Monfieur 
D' Herbelor, and many others, has theſe Words; God forbad Adam 
the eating the Fruit of one Tree; but Eblis, aſſociating himſelf 
with the Peacock and the Serpent, prevail'd with Adam and Eve to 
eat of that forbidden Fruit. As ſoon as ever he had taſted the Fa- 
tal Moi ſel, their Glorious Cloathing dropt off, which made them ſen- 
; ſible of their Sin, and aſham'd of their Nakedneſs, and run to a 
r Fig- Tree to cover themſelyes with its Leaves; but it was not long be- 
F fore they heard the Voice of God, ſaying to them; Go donn, and depart 
this Place all of you; Tou ſhall, for the future, be Enemies to one another, 


and ſhall live and ſubſiſt upon th: Earth for a Time, — The ge- 
: reral Tradition is, That Adam fell in the Iſland of Serandib, or Cei- 
5 Im ; Eve at Guidda or Gidda, a Port on the Red- Sea near Mecca: 
„ FEblis, or Lucifer, at Miſſan near Baſſorab; the Peacock in Indoſtan; 
i and the Serpent at Naſibe, or Gaban; that is, on the Places where 


thoſe Towns vere afterwards built. Adam being miſerably diſtreſs'd, 
and inconſolable for the want of his Wife Eve, repented of his Sin, 
and lifred up his Eyes and Hands towards Heaven to implore Mercy. 
Then God ſent down a Tent by the Angels, and placed it wheije af- 
terwards was the Temple of Mecca. D'flerbelet in Adam. 

3 In 


* in need of all thy Light to enable thee ta 


Communicate. When God immediately caſt him 


his Left-Side a Rib without Fleſh, of which he formed 
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In this glorious Plain, fo abundantly, and delicis 
ouſly fruitful, repleniſhed with Thouſands of Charm fir 
and Allurements to content all his Appetites, one 
Tree there was reſerved, and forbidden; Of which An 
God ſaid to him; © Thou ſhalt keep eſpecial Guard Of 
oer this Tree, the Fruit whereof thou ſhalt not. 
« eat; neither ſhalt thou even touch it, on Pain of W"* 
* my higheſt Indignation, Juſtice, Condemnation, WP 
and Death: But take Notice; Thou wilt ſtand WE" 


Q 


. 


ea 


withſtand the powerful Temptations of thy Anown 
„ Enemy. In having given thee this Caution, I have nk 
& nothing more to ſay, or to adviſe thee; only, that 
* by thy Obeying this my One Command, I ſhall be N 
4 fully ſatisfy'd. It is a Thing reaſonable, and of . 


no great Difficulty.“ tio 


= 


This Abode of inexpreſſible Delights, Adam enjoy'd WP" 
alone, without a Companion ; until he made hig 
Supplications to God, that he would be pleaſed to 
vouchſafe him an Aſſociate, with whom he might 


into a deep Sleep, and before he awoke, took from {Wor 


WOMAN, Beautiful, Fair, and ſuperlatively Grace- 
ful; and named her (a) Eve, which ſignifies the ſame 
as Mother; from which Name fo many innumerable W1 
Tribes and Lineages have proceeded. 

Adam awaking, and beholding a Figure ſo exceed- 
ing lovely, and exquiſitely deſireable, was inſtant- 
ly for laying his Hands on her, without any more 
Reſpect, or tarther Compliment ; when he heard a 
Voice, ſaying, © Hold, Adam, detain thy ſelf, and Ih. 
« paſs no farther; fear the Lord who created Thee; | 
* Thou muſt not approach her without my Leave.” | 
God then immediately called Gabriel, commanding . 
him to go into Paradiſe, and there to treat of that I 


— | | | eo. 5 0 
(a) The Name they call her by is Hawah. 
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firſt Marriage, and celebrate the Ceremony with 
(a) a Feſtival and Lawful Dowry, and that the 
Angels ſhould ſupply the Want, and perform the 
Office of (5) Parents, Relations, and Witneſſes. 
Thus thoſe our Firſt Parents were eſpouſed, enjoy- 
ing all that Happineſs and Glory the Lord had been | 
bountifully pleaſed to allow them; their Wills and De- 
Wires being mutually conformable to each other's, never 
pn the leaſt diſagreeing z but continually praiſing and 
glorify ing their Maker, who had bleſſed them in giv- 
ing them ſuch ſpacious and raviſhing Abodes. | 
will be here reaſonable I ſhould declare what is 
yritten concerning that pernicious Accident which 
vas the Source of ſo many Anxieties, ſo many Vexa- 
tions, ſo many Calamities, ſo many Pains and Tor- 
ments, ſuch deſtructive Diſcords, Wars, and Deſola- 


" TS T5 FF ww 


8 a 8 3 n ; . : 1 


—— 


(a) Aras y Cidaque, rather Ars y Sidaak. The Words are _ 
frabick, Ars is any Feaſt z but more-eſpecially a Marriage Feaft. : 
idaak is the Sum in Money or other Things the Husband is to give 

for his Wife, according to Agreement. 


(6) Alguali, as we pronounce, it is A! Waali; for the Spaniſh gu. 
Is equivalent to our w. The Word irgports the Bride's neareſt Re- 
lations, and particularly him or thoſe who give her in Marriage. 
More of this in another Place. I ought not to omit a Notion of 
the Mahomerans concerning the Creation, tho alittle improper here: 
Tis a Saying of no leſs a Perſon than Giafar Sadik, or 1h- Juſt. 
his Man was nearly related to Aboubecre, the immediate Succeſſor 
of Mahomet the falſe Prophet, and is of ſuch Repute among them, 
hat it is held as an Authentick Tradition, that he was wont to ſay, 
% me Queſtions often, whilſt I am among yu⁰, Jo none will come after 
me, that can inſtrutt you like me. Of this Giafar it is recorded by 2 
noted Writer named Rabi el Abrar, that being ask'd, Whether there 
was no Adam in this World before him that Moſes ſpeaks of? He an- 
lwer'd, That there had been Three, and there would be Seventeen 
more in as many great Revolutions of Years. And being ask'd, Whe- 
Ither God would create other Men after the End of this World ? his 
Anſwer was; Would you bave God's Kirgdom remain empty, and his 
Power idle? God is a Creator throughout his whole Eternity, —— This 
Giafar bore the Character of having never told a Lye in his Life, 
and ſo his Sirname Sadił ſcems to imply, ſigniſying, One to be de- 
pended up. But this 1 leave to the Criticks to decide, 5 

or” D- de IH tions, 
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tions, Variances, Burnings, and Devaſtations, Ex 
mities, Aſſaults, and Afflict ions; in fine, Deſtrua 
on and Death, and, what is infinitely worſe, Eternal 
Condemnation and Miſery. Y 

I have already mentioned the Tree in that fragrant 
Garden, as likewiſe the ſtrict Injunction that was laid 
upon that juſt Couple, and the Regard and Reverente 
they were enjoy ned to have towards the fame : Now, as 


the accurſed Lucifer was continually contriving with thel 


utmoſt Malice, Envy and Rage, how to bring about and 
execute his Revenge upon Man, againſt whom he had 

conceived ſo irreconcilable a Hatred, and for whoſe Sake 
alone he faw himſelf caſt out from ſo much Glory, with: 
out any Hopes of ever recovering what he had loſt, or 
being re-eſtabliſhed in his priſtine Happy State; He 
enviouſly, and impatiently beheld in what a diftin- 
euiſhing Manner God had enthroned MAN, and had 
given him the Poſſeſſion of the Station which was 
once his; where his Condition had been ſo different 


from what he at preſent enjoy'd; and the better toi 


accompliſh his evil Deſigns, he 1magined, that if by 
any Means, he could cauſe him to deſcend to the 
Earthly World, he ſhould have him more ready at 
hand, and by his Falſehood and Treachery, advance 
himſelf, and by tempting and ſeducing Mankind to 
Sin, cauſe their Condemnation to Hell. 
Although this vile and curſed Angel uſed all poſ- 
ſible Endeavours to get Acceſs to Adam, yet he found 
it impracticable, and altogether out of his Power to 
come at him ; fo all his Projects and Snares had hi- 
therto proved fruitleſs, and of no Effect. 
This Inventor of all Evil and Wickedneſs, full 
fraught with Miſchief, wandering about in this Man- 
ner, cogitating and revolving Thouſands of Fancies 
and Chimeras, by Chance happened to paſs by the 
reſplendent Gate of Paradiſe, where, ſeeing the Guar- 


dian Angel, or, as we may ſay, the Porter, he be- 


gan thus to ſpeak unto him; I muſt of neceſſity, 
* upon a certain Buſineſs of great Importance, 
*: Tpeak with thoſe Two Servants of thy Lark 

: | " Whom 
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« whom thou haſt under thy Charge; ttis to dif- 


“ 2buſe them, and to give them an Inſight into ſome 
« Affairs which nearly concern them, and of which 
“they are wholly ignorant. | 
According as we are informed by our Teachers, 
the Porter returned him a flat Denial: Where- 


fore, when this malignant Enemy perceived his 


little Succeſs in this Attempt, he intreated him 
to call the Serpent, which was then a Creature of a 


moſt beautiful Form and Shape. She came, and 


he deſired, that ſne would oblige him ſo far, as to 
receive him within her: He artfully and ſubtly re- 
iterated his Perſuaſions, and finally deceived her. 
The better to diſguiſe and give a more plauſible 


Gloſs to his Diſſimulation and Hypocriſy, he bid 


her conceal him in her moſt ſecret Part. With 
theſe Wiles, this Traytor fraudulently 1mpoſed 


upon her Weakneſs ; ſhe hid him under her Pa- 


late, in the Roof of her Mouth, and in this manner 
conveyed him into Paradiſe ; and approaching near 
the forbidden Tree, the baſe Serpent would fain 
have diſengag'd herſelf from him, uſing many fruit- 
leſs Endeavours to caſt him out of her Mouth ; But 
in vain ; he had got Poſſeſſion, and would not relin- 
quiſh, but clove faſt to her Tongue; and fo invol- 
ved in her, forced her to aſcend the Reſerved 


Tree. 


The Reader muſt obſerve, That theſe Juſt, and 
*till then Innocent, Perſons, were frequently accuſ- 
tomed to meet, and fit under that Tree, to be the 
more careful and aſſiduous in guarding the ſame; 
and this Conſideration brought Eve thither, alone, 
at that time: When looking up towards the Tree, 
ſhe beheld the pernicious and treacherous Serpent, 
that Enemy of Mankind, who began to accoſt 
her in theſe Words; „O moſt fair and beautiful 
* Eve ! Shouldſt thou but once taſte of this Fruit, 
* the Glory which thou now enjoyeſt, thou wouldeſt 
« poſleſs to Eternity! Thou ſhalt be equal to 

| Ds. God 


ee ignorant, will be manifeſted unto thee ! “ In the 
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“ God himſelt in Wiſdom and Knowledge! all 
* Secrets and Myſteries, of which thou art now 


Interim, whilſt theſe Words were ſpeaking, came 
Adam; to whom Eve 1mparted what was in Apita- 
tion : But he, with a ſtern forbidding Aſpect, reprovs 
ed her, bidding Defiance to any ſuch Temptati- 
on, or Intent. be perſiſted in importuning him. 
The Blandiſhments of Eve were fo many, and fo 
perſuaſive, that no longer had he the Power to refuſe 
complying with her; but at her Inſtigations, renounced 
the Fealty and Homage he had offered to God. 
Concerning this Tree, there are many different 
an! incoherent Opinions, of what Sort of Tree it 
was, and what was the Fruit it bore : But with 


ſufficiently convincing Reaſons, the Majority agree, 
That it was a Vine 


this Fruit has upon Men, which with its Juice, 
cauſes them to loſe their Senſes and Underſtand- 
ing, depriving them of the Uſe of their natural 
Faculties, and ingendering in them Diſobedience, Bru- 
tality, and many other Enormities, 


Eve ſtretched out her Hand! 


e O unfortunate 
CC 


didſt thou cauſe to the World, at that one In- 
CC 


: ſtant! O Eve! how many Millions of Souls didft | 


thou, without Reaſon, hereby condemn and deſtroy ! 
„ How many Lives haſt thou ſhortned and dimi- 
* niſhed! How many Diſobediences haſt thou com- 
: mitted for thy Pleaſure, and to humour thy Ap- 


petite and Curioſity ! And with only reaching out 
mo thy Hand, how many Throats haſt thou parched 


and dr yed up? Didſt thou want in that Garden 
. Thouſands of Thouſands of fructiferous and ſhady 
Trees, loaden with fo many different Kinds and 
wy Species of delicious and ſugarecd Fruits, beſides this 
* which thou now fo rapaciouſly gathereſt, where- 
* with to ſatisfy thy ravenous and inſatiable Ape 


* tite? 


and that the Fruit it produced,, 
was Grapes ; they conſidering the peculiar Effect 


and dreadful Circumſtance! How many Miſeries 


. 
1 
7 
8 
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ce tite? Surely now with Anguiſh thou taſteſt the 
“ Bitterneſs of the Savour, which accompanies. thy 
« Lapſation! It might have been ſufficient to 
c content thee, to have conſidered, that a few Hours 
before, thou waſt a Veſſel of Mud, the vileſt of all 
„Metals, and that the Lord had exalted thee to the 
* Caoleſtial Choirs, ſurpaſling in Excellency the 
„ whole Creation, the Creatures whereof, He had 
even cauſed to worſhip and adore (a) thee, and had 
ce placed thee in a Station above all Earthly Thrones, in 
« ſuch Freedom, Immunity, and Liberty, that thou 
«© mighteſt poſſeſs, enjoy, and uncontrouledly com- 
mand whatſoever thou couldſt with for! But in 
return for all theſe tranſcendent Mercies, thy pre- 
* ſumptuous Prevarication, and thy audacious Am- 
e bition extended to equalize thy ſelf in this man- 
* ner to Him who gave thee thy very Being! 

In fine, as the Teachers affirm, ſhe took of the 


0 


* 


40 


| forbidden Fruit, Twelve Grains, or Berries, Eight 


of which, ſhe gave to her Huſband, retaining Four 


for herſelf, the which ſhe ſwallowed without Delay. 
| From hence it remains for ever eſtabliſhed, That in 


all Caſes of Inheritances, the Male claims as his 
Right, a double Portion to what the Female can de- 
mand: As, likewiſe, that the Woman (in caſe ſhe 
has no Children) ſhonld inherit one fourth Part of 
her Huſband's Subſtance, on - the Conſideration of 
thoſe Four Grains, (or Berries) which ſhe | Eve] 
wonld keep to her ſelf. In fine, Eve, as I have ſaid, 
ſwallowed them, and Adam, with the ſame Intent, 
put thoſe ſhe had given him, into his Mouth; but 
as. he was about to proceed, as his Wife had ſet 
him the Example, he heard a moſt terrible and 
aſtoniſhing Voice; and being deſirous of diſgorg- 
ing that which he repented his having touch, he 
applied his Hand to his Throat, but by no means 


1 


(a Worſhip and adore, here in the Arabic Senſe, has no other 
Sign iflcation than Tegoxyay in Mat. ii. ver. 2. 


$3.2 Was 
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was able either to get it out, neither could he ſwab 
low it; fo much was he ſtupified with that dreadful 
ecchoing Voice, that it would not paſs, but remained 
fixed in the Middle of his Throat, without going 
either backwards or forwards. The Voice ſaid, ** 
* Woeunto thee ! How ſoon haſt thou forgot the only 
* Commandment thou hadſt obliged thyſelf to obs 
* ſerve! How haſt thou violated the Purity of my 
* unſpotted Abode, with thy voracious Gluttony! 
** My Habitation, wherein diſobedient Vaſſal never 
* ſet his Foot unchaſtiſed !* Adam, diſturbed, and 
wholly confuſed, began to excuſe himſelf, laying 
the Blame upon Eve, and ſhe, 1n her Vindication, 
accuſed the vile Serpent ; yet all was not ſufficient 
to free them, or make them appear innocent. 
„O how did they debaſe and confound them- 
* ſelves ! and what a Load did they lay upon them- 
56 ſelves, without being able to diſcharge it! How 
“ blind is that Criminal, who forgets, and neglects 
* that which 1s of the greateſt Importance to him! 
© O guilty Sinners! how near within your Reach 
* 1s your own Freedom and eternal Felicity! It 
** 1ntirely conſiſts in your own Power to be Happy: 
* With the ſame Facility you may obtain the 
* Much, as the Little, a large Portion of Bliſs, as 
* a ſmall one; nay, although you ſhould deſire an 
„Infinity of Glory, *tis as eaſily acquired, as the 
„ ſmalleit Atom. Seek not Pretences and Evaſi- 
ons, nor accuſe others with the Crimes you have 
committed, as did thoſe wretched Offenders, our 
firſt Parents. Return to your Creator, to whom 
all your Sins are known; to Him, from whom 
no Secrets are hid; ſupplicate Him, that you 
may be exempted from His Indignation and 
“ Puniſhment. Implore His Pardon, for thoſe Of- 
& fences, which *tis not in your Power to conceal 
* from him: Expoſe to Him your Wounds ; mani- 
* feſt your Sores, before they heal ſuperficially ; 
* left the inward Corruption cauſe a Morvicarion. 
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„ Aſk of Him, for he is gracious and merciful, and 
© never refuſes to hearken to His Supplicants: He 
* is all Goodneſs; (a) All Pardon; endeavour: to 
learn no Language but this. | To return from 
this Digreſſion. ] RT GSW £ 

The Voice of God thundered, commanding His An- 
gels that they ſhould immediately, without Delay, 
drive them out of Paradiſe, and its Territories ; and 
that they ſhould deſpoil them of the Robes, with 
which their Nakedneſs was covered, and deprive them 


| of the Crowns they had upon their Heads“: They 
with Tears and Lamentations, implored God's Com- 


paſlion, and that he would not baniſh them from the 
advantagious and delightful Seat he had been ſo gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to put into their Poſſeſſion : But 


without granting their Requeſt, God ſaid, Be gone; 


Go out, ye diſloyal Wretches ! Ye ſhall no longer 
* abide in this Place, ſince you knew not how to de- 
* ſerve ſo conſummate a Happineſs. ** Then Adam, 
laying faſt hold of, and embracing the Boughs and 
Branches of ſome of thoſe precious Trees, ſaid ; © Have 
Mercy, Lord! on this thy miſerable Servant! ſince 
thou, OKing ! thy-ſelf, didſt offer and promiſe me, 
That from my Loins, and from my Lineage, ſhould 
* proceed a Sor, for whoſe Sake, and through whoſe 
* Means, the whole World ſhould be reſtored and pre- 
* ſerved, and ſhould have become as if it had been cre- 


| © ated a Second Time : For the Honour, (% Vertue, 


and Excellency of whom, I implore thy Protection 
* and Compaſſion. God ſaid, Caſt him out ! But he 
returning to his Intreaties and Supplications, ſaid; 
* Take Pity on me, Lord! For thou it was who 


A 8 —— 


(a) Rabma implies Mercy. The Word is Arabick, and in very 
many Parts oi the Original Ms. is uſed in that Senſe. 


(b) The Word in the Original is Alfadila ; rather El Fadilab. Its 
Signification is Vertue or Excellency. See D' H:rbelot in Fadbael, 
which is the Plural of Fadbilah. 


D 4 « paveſt 
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* gaveſt me the (a) joyful Tydings, that from my 


cc 


been oppoſed, or contradicted, confirmed what He 


Loins ſhould be born a Son, who ſhould be ſo #prizht 
® a Walker, that in the World he ſhonld be the Fathep 
* of many Generations: Lord! for the Love of bum, 
* and for the ſake of the Honourable Tribes of ba 
Poſterity, commiſerate our Condition, and do not 


** abandon us. God replied; Let them be gone fro A: 
hence! But Adam fill perſiſting in his Prayers an M 
Importunities, ſaid; © Gracious Lord! Thou did ME 
3 offer me, and haſt commanded, that from me : 


ſhould deſcend a Son ſo Important, that he ſhould 
se be admitted to converſe (b) Hand to Hand with thy WR” 
* Divine Eſſence. OLord, of thy ſo bountiful Mercy,“ 
take Pity on me! God, whoſe Word had never 


before ſpoke again; ſaying ; I command they go out, 
and make me no more Reply: But Adam inceſſantly ap- 
pealing, and mingling amongſt the Angels, once 
more {aid ; © Thou didſt promiſe me, Lord, a Son of 
% my Genealogy; thou wilt not now abandon me! 
At laſt, the Voice, more terrible and rigorous than 
ever, replyed ; Caſt them out ! Caſt them out ! The 
Angels then preſſed him to depart, without farther 
Delay, and to be no longer diſobedient to God, who 
would admit of no Excuſe, e ; 


. r 
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* * 


I 
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(a) Apiadadme, fermw que tu me albriciaſte, &c. Albricias is a 
Word the Spaniards have corruptly adapted to imply the Reward 
for Good News, from E! Biſhars, which in Arabich is Good News, 
or Tydings, One of the Sirnames of Adam is Abo Baſkar, that 
is, the Faber of good News, as if he brought the Earth Tydings | 
of its being inhabited, * ft NY | 0 


(6) Their Expoſitors all affirm, That when Mah:met made a 
Vitit to God in Heaven (of which more hereafter) God took 
him by the Hand, and laid his Hand en the Prophet's Shoulder, 


which (at his Return, when he rehearſed that unſhapen Lye to Is 


Di:tples) he Cid was ſo exceſſive cold, that it pierced the very 
Narrow in his Pack. This is ſpoken of by Dr. Prideazx in 
Mabmes Lite, p. 16. 5 


Adam, 
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Adam, before his going ; out, | behol ding the 
fragrant Fruits of thoſe delicious, tender Trees, 


glorious Bleſſings he had fo indiſcreetly deprived 
himſelf of, left him no Room for Conſolation: : 
Again he began his lamentable Complaints, in this 
Manner, © O compaſhonate Monarch! Thou, 
WE who didſt rejoice me with the good News of 
“my being the Father to a Son, juſt and good, who 


d ſhall highly excel all that ſhall be born, or brought 
forth, either among Humane Race, or any other 
„Creatures whatſoever; upon whoſe Account, thou 
1 didſt create that Light which thou haſt recom- 
e mended to me; I implore thee, for the Love of 
„bim, and for the Sake of his ſo reſplendent Light, 
-( that thou accompliſk to me thy ſaid Promiſe ; 
e This is at leaſt, what thou canſt never fail to. 
perform. | 


n O! how ſeriouſly ought Men to conſider, and reflect 

e upon theſe Things, and amidſt the Misfortunes and At- 

r MW flitions incident to the Inconſtancy of Worldly Affairs, 
od I be fervent, firm, and perſevering in their Prayers and 
Supplicat ions to God. None ſhould be diffident, nor 
deſpair of Pardon, but center their whole Truſt and 
Confidence in God's Mercy, and indefatigably intreat, 
beg, and implore Him, who is never weary of hearing 
Requeſts of this Nature; eſpecially when ſuch Means 
are pitched upon, as thoſe which this juſt Couple 
made uſe of in their Interceſſion. For no ſooner had 
ddam (the laſt time) mentioned the Name of the Pro- 
phet, but the Almighty ſaid aloud ; © Unhand him; 
Let him alone; Let him go out as he will himſclt, 
* and at his own Leiſure; for they have aſked in the 
Name of an Irrerceſſor, for whoſe Sake my Mercy 
can deny them nothing.” So commanding the 
Angels to be kind and aſſiſting unto them, and to 
take them under their Protection, they [the Angels] 

| Ds pe fed, 


„ Sins guid 


wept bitterly ; The Reflections he made on the 


Foot ſtill there to be ſeen upon a Stone on the Top of it, is his: 
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obeyed, and carefully conveyed them down to this 
World; but ſeparately, and to (a) far diſtant Places. 

Who can expreſs, or conceive the feeling Cans 
cern, the Anxiety, the Anguiſh of Mind, with 
which theſe unhappy Juſt Perſons were over 
whelmed and oppreſſed, when they ſaw they mult 
< be parted one from the other? Their Eyes ſhed 
„Tears of Blood, to find themſelves alone, in hoxs 
* ribly dark and diſmal Obſcurity ; treading upon 
* Thorns and Brambles, ſtumbling at every Step 
ce they made; with no kind of Covering to hide their 
© Nakedneſs; ſubject to the Froſts and Colds of the 
© tempeſtuous Weather; their amiable, comely and 
© graceful Countenances, miſerably chopt and abuſed 
* by the inclement Winds; weeping Tears of Blood 


cc 


* 9 * 


(a) It is the general Opinion and Tradition among all Mahometans, 
that Adam was conveyed to the Mountain Serandib, in the Iſland of 
Ceilon; which to this Day, is by the Portuzueſes called, Pico dt 
Adam, or Adam's Mount. I find this Paſſage in D. Mannel de Faria 
y Souſa, a Celebrated Spaniſh Writer, where he deſcribes the Iſland 
of Ceilon; © In the County of Denaraca, which is in the Center of 

4c this Iſland, riſes that vaſt Mountain called Pico de Adam, becauſe 
© ſome believed our Firft Father lived there, and the Print of a 


ce The Natives call it, Amala Sarapadi, i. e. The Mountain of the 
« Footſtep, Some Springs coming down it, at the bottom, form a 
„ Rivulet, where Pilgrims waſh, and believe it purifies them. The 
« Stone on the Top is like a Tomb-ſtone; the Print of the 
% Foot ſeems not Artificial, but as if it had been made in the ſame 
Nature, as when one treads in Clay, which makes it be looked 
% upon as Miraculous.” By the Arabs this Mountain is called Ra- 
boun. The Place where Eve fell, they affirm to be at Gidda, a Port 
of the Red-Sea, not far from Mecca, which Place, they ſay, was built 
in remembrance of her, and from her called Gidda, which in Arabick 
is Grandmother, They ſay, ſhe was buried there, and ſhew a Se- 
pulchre of a large extent, which they affirm to be hers. B' Herbelot 
recites many Fables of them, out of Arabian Traditions, under the 
Names Adam and Hauab, and ſeveral others. The Cœleſtial Robes 
of Purity, Piety, and Innocence, wich which our Firft Parents were 
clad in Paradiſe, continued on them but half a Day, wherein the 
Mabometans agree with the Rabbies ; but the former ſay, That a Day of 
Paradite, is equal to a Thouſand of our Years, ſo that it ſeems, they 
were there about Five hundred Years. 

| | * and 
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* and Anguiſh ; trampling on, and wounding them- 
ſelves with Briars on every Side: Loneſome and 
Solitary, no Company but Serpents, and other 
ſuch like Brute Creatures. O Mortals! Let us not 
bury this in Oblivion! Let us continually remember 
this Draught of Bitterneſs | Let us conſider, that in 
the moſt ſhocking of our Afffictions, be our Con- 
dition ever ſo deſperate, or our Troubles ever fo 
numerous; yet it is impoſſible they ſhould arrive 
to the Hundredth part of that which our firſt Pa- 
rents underwent, without the leaſt Intermiſhon, 
until God was pleaſed, in ſome meaſure, to mitigate 
his Wrath. Baniſhment, Solitude, Affront, and 
Nakedneſs without compare; Fears, Tremblings, 
Terrors, Heats, Colds, Thirſts, Hunger, Sorrows, 
* Pain and Wearineſs, innumerable and inſupport- 
able bitter Miſeries: A long and tedious Night, 
diſmally dark and frightful, without the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of Light. Let us ſeriouſly and judiciouſſy 
conſider, how intolerable all theſe Calamities muſt 
ſeem to thoſe who were created in Paradiſe, and 
ang to enjoy the inexpreſſible Delights there- 
"- 8 Why 1 E 

Now when God ſaw fit to put an End to that Night, 
and that Aurora ſhould ſhew her beautiful Face; He 
Adam] perform'd thoſe two Inclinations and Pro- 
ſtrations; which we, the Muſſulmans, perform before 
the Morning; the which we call (a) the Trumpets of 
the Dawn : This he did very ſecretly, and with a low 
Voice, becauſe the Light was, as yet, but imperfect, 
and his Fears exceeding great. But as the Day-light 


— 
3 C 


(a) Hizo aquellos dos Aracas, que los Muzlimes,hazen antes de azubbi 


| y las Uaman annefilas de Aifachri, &c. Ruccah is the Proſtration, 


Subbah is the Morning, and El Fejer, is the Dawn of the Day; Tis 
ſerves to give a Taſte of the particular Care they take, to derive all 
their Rites and Ceremonies from the remoteſt Antiquity. Their 
Muedins or Cryers, from the Turrets of the Moſques, before Break 
of Day (beſides the Words they ſay at other times) repeat Twice, 
Aſulaat kbeir mina noun, i. e. Prayers are better than Sleep: 

8 | began 
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began clearly to appear, the Sorrowful and AMiaeMl 11 
Adam was ſomewhat more determined, and began o 
take Courage, and to be of good Cheer: He then with Ml f 
an audible ecchoing Voice, pronounced Allab (a) e 
acbar | that is, God 18 great! and performed the Tuo. 
Morning Prayers with the proper Inclinations and t. 
Proſtrations, whereby he maniteſtly confirmed the t. 
Excellency of his Faith. From hence it is that our il © 
Salaat el Sabbah, or our Morning Devotions, had 
their firſt Original Appellation. 5 Ne 
When Adam had recovered himſelf from his paſt Con- © 
ſternat ion and Agony, and the bright reſplendent Phobus Ml 
had now gilded the Earth, the Hills, and the Valleys, t. 
with his glittering Rays, the Light of the Sun afforded 0 
ſome Comfort and Conſolation to the almoſt deſpair- f. 
ing Patriarch. But as he beheld its ſhort Continu- p 


ance, he was again ſeized with melancholy Reflexions, 
and oppreſſed with a Thouſand tormenting Thoughts; s 
not without Cauſe, apprehending that he had little 1“ 
Proſpect of being ever delivered from thoſe Perplexities b 
and Afflictions. — 
In this comfortleſs Condition, and without taſting WS 
the leaſt Suſtenance, he continued Thirty Days; from 
whence our Annual Faſt of the Honourable Ramadan I © 
had its Beginning. | 
At the Expiration of that time, the Faithful Gabriel WW x: 
deſcended, and coming to the afflicted Adam, began IN 
to ſooth and careſs him, with his Seraphick Hands, I ® 
85 | 


* 


— Pol 


(a) It may be proper, and, perhaps, acceptable to many, to ſet I "+ 
down here, the Words the Muedins uſe, when they call the People I 
ro Prayer. I therefore, geruinely give em Verbatim, with the exact I 
literal Tranflation 3 viz. Allah hu acbar, Twice; Eſteddou inna la f 
zab i Fallab, Twice; Eſbeddou inna Mobammed Rh allah, Twice; WW" 
Hai ala Salah, Tu ice; Hai ala'l Fitha, Twice; [Here, if in Morning 1 
before Day, as in the preceding Note] Aah bu achar, Twice; LA Wis 
fla i Palla. That is, God in Great : Bear wimeſs, that there is no God, It 
but Cod; Bear wimneſs, that Mahomet is Ged's Melſenger; To Prayer; WW" 
Fo Succeſs : meaning, that by ſcrving God they will ſucceed and WI" 
proſper) God u Great z There is no God, bur God. 44 
ſtroaking 
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ſtroaking his Body, and with his Finger piercing thoſe 
Parts, and making the (a) Hole from whence the 
filthy Dregs and Excrements of that bitter Mouthful 
of Gall and Aloes came out, the which, all this while 
for want of an Orifice, or proper Place of Evacua- 
tion, had not diſtilled or paſſed through him: But as 
the Glorious Angel had been always accuſtomed to 
delicious Scents, and the fragrant Perfumes of Hea- 
ven, the nauſeous and abominable Smell of thoſe 
corrupted Dregs, almoſt cauſed him to ſwoon, Adam 


| aſton ſhed, aſked him, What he ailed? To which De- 


mand the Angel anſwered; This Fainting and Altera- 
tion which thou beholdeſt in me, proceeds from thy Diſ- 
obedience; for the Savour of thy Excrement is moſt of- 
fenſive and odious in my Noſtrils. Adam, upon hearing 
this, conceived ſo much Sorrow and Concern, that 
the Holy Angel was obliged to uſe many ſoothing Ar- 
guments and compaſſionate Speeches, to appeaſe and 
comfort him. The Diſcourſe which at that time paſſed 
between the Angel and him, was ſo unconceiveably ſub- 
lime, that it is beyond Human Underſtanding to 
gueſs, even in Dreams, at the Purport thereof. 

At laſt, by the perſuaſive and irreſiſtable Eloquence 
of the Charitable Gabriel, bis Grief was in ſome Mea- 


(a) Whatever the Opinion of their Teachers is in this Point, I ſhall 
not go about to decide; but of a certainty J know, that the Vulgat 
Notion is, that Adam was firſt broach'd by the Devil, and (if I can with- 
out ffending Decency expreſs it) the Reaſon, by which I make this 
Aſſertion, is this: As few are ignorant, how much the horrid Sin 
of Sodomy is practiſed, nay, even tolerated amongſt them, though 
expreſly forbidden and exclaimed againſt in the Alcoran, ſo it is a 
very uiual Prank for them, when any one ſtoops down, or ſtands 
with his back towards them, to apply their middle Finger to his 
Poſteriors ; which if the Party fo ſerved, reſents, their common An- 
ler in Return is thus; Kheya 14 Shuyr ? Mynhaddurſhe anna deer Seb- 
bat fin? el Shaitan hasſha, antaw ? which is; Brother, is it any harm? 
Mi not I put my Firger, where the Devil thruſt his? This is Word 
for Word from the Arabick. The Turks on the like Occaſion, fay to 
tne ſame Effect, with little Difference; Darrilma Jannam, Shaitan- 
ung b2rmoc ouroda girde, bennum ks ne-girmsſs ya? 1.e> Be nat angry, 
my Life, The Devil's Finger went in there, why may not mine enter too? 
This I deliver not as an Article of their Faith, 


ſure 
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ſure aſſwaged, who in the next place taught him 
Till the Ground, and howby Art, Labour, and Induſtry, 
to obtain for himſelf a Suſtenance, inſtead of the State 
- Glory and Happineſs he had loſt for being Incaps 
ant. | by 
To render him fit for the Service of his Creator, he 
was commanded to purity himſelf from his Pollutiong, 
by waſhing all thoſe Parts and Members of his Body, 
which had been any-way Inſtrumental or Acceſſary 
with him, in his Crime and Perpetration ; Firſt, Hi 
Hands and Arms to the Elbows, as being the prine- 
pal Actors; Next, His Head, Face, &c. as being 
the Center wherein are contained and included all the 
Corporal Senſes, which were Accomplices and Abet- 
tors with him in his Iniquity and Tranſgreſſion. 
Laſtly, His Feet, which were the Suſtainers and Up- 
holders of thoſe his Rebellious Members. From this 
Waſhing took its Riſe our (2) Wadoh, now in uſe, 
and daily practiſed by us Mſſulmans. = 
In this manner the good Adam remained in ſome 
meaſure ſatisfied and comforted, laboriouſly delving 
the hard and ſtubborn Earth, ſwallowing Sweat 
mingled with Blood, continually undergoing and per- 
forming a moſt ſevere Penance, with incredible Au- 
ſterity, to try if by any Means he might poſſibly re- 
gain his Lord's Favour, that he might he reconciled 
to him. . | 
It is written, That for Forty Years together, with: 
out the leaſt Reſpite or Interruption, he underwent 
the moſt rigid and moſt prevailing Penance imagr 
nable, even beyond Expreſſion; inſomuch, that 
through the extraordinary Greatneſs of his Pent 
tence; and the Fervency of his Zeal and Contrition, 


— 


— 
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(a) My Author has it E! alg»ado, which, I have already hinted to 
be the Spaniſh manrer of writing and pronouncing ſuch Words, The 
Ceremonial Ablutions, the Mabometans uſe before they pray, the 


call W.1dou or FI wathou. A more particular Deſcription, ſhall be in- 
ſe: ted in the Chapter of their Rites, Cc. 11 
1 
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his Blood, which was before whiter than Milk, was 
changed to the contrary Extream, becoming ex- 
ceſſively Black: When at laſt the terrible Voice ſaid 
to him; by didſt thou Sin? Whereupon his whole 
Maſs ot Blood was altered, and reduced to the Like- 
neſs of what at this Day appears in his Progeny. 
This Corruption and Adulteration of his Blood, was 
the Source and Foundation of all Infirmities, from 
the Froth and Dregs of which, ever ſince have re- 
mained in our mortal Bodies thoſe malignant Drops 

which incite us to Diſobedience, Dide, Ambition 
and Avarice, and which rouze up in us Wrath, Ha- 
tred, Enmity and Malice, with all the other Vicious 
Inchnations which Original Sin brought with it. 
Theſe Fatal Drops of polluted Blood, were taken 
from our Triumphant Prophet (4) by the moſt Holy 
Angels, when his Breaſt was opened by them for that 
Intent; for which Reaſon he never had the leaſt In- 
clination to Sin. 

10 Adam having now compleatly accompliſhed his 
wil penitential Purgation, and the Angel having de- 
at nounced to him, that the Lord was appeaſed and 
1. ſatisfied with what he had performed and ſuffered, 
u: God now ſaw proper to rejoin him (Y) with his Beloved 
e. Wife Eve, that they might cheriſh and comfort one 
d another, as ſome Amends for their paſt Sorrows and 
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1 Ca) This notorious Fable is at large in the 21ſt Chapter of this 
at ook The Arabick Word for Orizin:1 Sin is. He bat el Calb, that 
1s, the Grains of the Heart. This the Mabometans allow to have 
been derived to us from our firſt Parerts, and ſay, That it is the 
n, Ground of all Sin, and tliat their Impoſtor was Impeccable, becauſe 


thoſe corrupted Drops were taken out of his Heart, by the Angel 
—_ Gabriel. 


he (b) The Arabich Name is ZHawah, which they ſeem to have bor- 
ie} rowed from the Hebrews, who call her Xhawah, which, according 
to D'H:rbelor, in the Name Havah, is the Name of a Root, and 
ſignifies Liſe, In Arabick. Life is Haiar, as Hai implies Alive. 

bis More concerning her hexeafter. 3 
Afflictions, 
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Afflictions, and that they might begin to People the 
Earth; ſo they met together on the Top of the 
towring Mountain (a) Arafat, near Mecca, whe 
weeping for Joy,” they received each other with inexs| 
preſibleLove and Tenderneſs. 1 
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(a) This Word comes from Araf or Arf, which in Arabick is, 10 
know, This Mountain, which is in Arabia Petræa, or the Stony; 
the Mahometans hold in the greateſt Veneration, and every Year, 
on the oth Day of the Moon D'ul Hagiat, or of the Pilgrimage, in- 
credible Numbers W Pilgrims meet there, to perform their Ceres 
monial Devotions, before they approach the Temple at Mecca, near 
which Place this Mountain is. They believe, that on the Top 
thereof, Alam and Eve firſt met, after a Baniſhment and Separa- 
tion of 120, ſome ſay, 20e Tears; all which Time, they underwent 
a moſt grievous Penance, According to all their Traditions, it 
is called Arafat, becauſe Adam there firſt knew his Wife Eve. 
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baniſhed out of Paradiſe. Adam's Comelineſs, 
Stature, &c. His Reſemblance to the Prophet 
Mahomet. They are pardon d. The Heredi- 
tary Light (2) recommended by God to Adam, 
Oe. Seth born. His Character, & c. 


WW Eve's wretched State in her Solitude, after ſhe was 


N is the ordinary and uſual Conſequence, 
in all great Confuſions, alarming Acct- 
3387 7 ex dents, and mighty Revolutions, for us, 
on ſuch Occaſions, to negle& and forget 
2 25 that which is of the neareſt Concern to 
us; giving a Looſe to the Reins of the impetuouſly 
furious, and irreſiſtable Deſtiny, by which Affairs 
are hurried on to the appointed Criſis: It has not 
happened otherwiſe, nor is that received Maxim 
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| (a) It may not be unneceſſary or unacceptable in this Place, to 
give the curious Reader a Taſte of what others ſay of Eve. The moſt 
ancient Eaſtern People, and almoſt the Generality of the Mahome- 
tans, hold, That the firſt Son ſhe brought forth was called, Abd al 
Hareth, which literally ſignifies, the Creature, or Servant, of the 
Tilkr, or Labourer; becauſe Adam was the firſt that T led the Earth, 
according to the Words in Geneſis, God put Mas into Paradiſe to 
til it. Yet the Arabs, who abound in Fables, give another Ac- 
count of the Reaſon of this Name, which is thus to be fonnd related 
by Huſſain Y,;e3 an anciert Writer, He * That Eve finding 7 
| n.. 


3 
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and Obſervation, contradifted in this preſent Hiſtory, 
as appears conſpicuouſly obvious to our Sight, in that? : 
we have ſo attentively employed our Thoughts on the, 
Miſeries and forlorn Condition of Adam, that we have” 
been intirely forgetful of what was become of ouf 
ſorrowful Mother Eve, who was the firſt Cauſe, and 
principal Inventreſs of our Calamity, and the Source 
and Seed ot the Perdition of all Human Kind. =» 
If we ferionfly conſider with mature Deliberation, 

we cannot reaſonably ſuppoſe, or with any Probabr 
lity conjecture, her Griet and Affliction to be leſs in 
any wile, than his; as being a Woman, weak and, 
helpleſs by Nature, alone in an unknown Place, and in 
all reſpects Comfortleſs; and therefore, rather exceed- 
ing thoſe of her Huſband. The Vehemency of her 
Anguiſh was fo violently great, that I want Words 
to expreſs 1t. She had a Flux of Blood, of Red or 
Scarlet Hue, deſcending from her moſt ſecret and 
occult Veſſels, dying therewith the lovely Surface 
of her ſo beautiful Limbs, accompanied by frequent 


— 


ſe'f with Child, as ſhe had hegged of God, the Devil appeared to 
her in a Difzviſe, and asked her, Whether ſhe knew what ſort of 
a Creature ſhe had in her Womb? And ſhe acknowiedging herſelf 
to be ignorant, he asked again, Whether ſhe know which Way it, 
muſe be brought forth, at FerMouth, Noſe, or Ears, or whether 
her Bey mult be cut open? Eve, in a Fright, went and told Adam 
what hid happened to her, who was as much puzled, as ſhe had 
been before. Whercupon the Devil appeared to him, and told 
hin, That he was acquainted with the great Name of God, by 
Means whereof, he obtained whatever he demanded, and would 
make uſe of it to cauſe Fre to bring forth with Eaſe, and bear a 
Son like him, provided he would call his Name Abd el Hareth. The 
Devil's Aim in having this Name given him, was to er gage the Son 
in his Service for this Fallen Angel, now call'd Eblis by the Arabs, 
bad, they fay, in Heaven, Hareth for one of his Names; ſo that 
he would have 4dam's firit-born be called Hureib's Servant, and not 
Abd Allah, God's Servant, as Adam nad deſign'd. The Devil ſuc- 
ceeded, they ſay, in this Second Fraud, as well as he had done in 
the Firſt, in Paradiſe, — The Mabometans, to this Day, honour 4 
Cave on the Mountain Geradim, which they call Gar Hawah, Eve's 
Cave, to which Mahamiet, as they believe, often retired to pray. 1 
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Fits and dangerous Faintings: And what added. 
to her Affliction, and what ſhe imagined made her 
Condition the more deplorable, was, That as ſhe was 
created to be the Companion and Regale of Man, ſhe 
was now reduced to be ſubject to him, and obliged 
to be at his Command, as a Puniſhment far her 
perſuading and inveigling him to eat of the Fruit 
of that Reſerved Tree: And that her, Frailty and 
wanton Curioſity {the was poſlefied with, when ſhe 
incited him ta Sin, ſhe repayed with that her own 
Blood, which the Malignancy of her Diſobedience, 
had ingendered within her; and her Deliberation, 
I mean, her ſwallowing the Unhappy and Fatal 
Mouthful, ſhe payed with the grievous Tortures, 
and the ſhocking Pains and Throws of Labour in Childs 
bed. What was a further Grievance to her, was, 


That ſhe conld by no means avoid, nor be exempted 


from thoſe pernicious and troubleſome Purgations, 
they coming unawares, and at diſorderly Times, 
diſcompoſing and interrupting, and invalidating ( 
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(4) Women at thoſe Times, are among the Mahom-tans. held as 
unclean and polluted, and therefore, their Faſting is omitted, as 
being of no Validity; but they, as well as the Men, are obliged to 
ſaſt at another Time, the ſame Number of Days they borrow, as 
they call it, from Ramadam nor are they allowed, even to borrow, 
but on ſuch Occaſions, and dangerous Sickneſs, Child-bearing, 
Travelling, or tie like, Nothing can poſſibly be more ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved than this great Faſt, which, notwithſtanding the exceſſive 
Rigour thereof, thoſe poor deluded People, at leaſt the Majority, keep 
and oberve. with a moſt amazing Conſtancy, during the whole Thirty 
Days of its Continuance; nay, very many of the more (crupulous 
and fuperſticioully Religious, faſt the Two preceding Moons, vix. 
Re jep and Shaaban, but that is not obligatory, but voluntary. 
Though . moſt Writers ſay, they have Liberty to feaſt all Night 
ill Sun-rifiog, I muſt crave their Pardons; for long before the 
Break of Day, they waſh their Mouths, and take nothing after 'till 


| Sun-ſet, They are not only to abſtain from eating and drinking, 


but from Tobacco in any kind, and from ſmelling to any Scents, 
nay, even from putting any Thing into their Mouths, whethee 
earable or not; To kiſs a Woman would be a Breach of the + 
. but 
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the Faſts ſne was ordained to obſerve in Obedience 
to Gods Commands. At length, the Lord was 
pleaſed to permit, that they [our firſt Parents] ſnould 
be rejoyned together, being pardoned and abſolved 
from their former Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedience, the 
Lord having taken Compaſſion on them, commiſerating 
them by reaſon of the great and heavy Penitence they 
had undergone; and now, as an Ornament to their 
Bodies, and a Covering for their Nakedneſs, they had 
Aprons; which ſome ſay, were made of Deers Skins, 
others of Fig-leaves, or the Leaves of ſome other 
Tree, contrived and fitted for them by the Angel, 
who was continually attending on them. 5 
After all this, Adam remained exceeding comely 
and graceful, tho' not with that Cœleſtial Reſplendency 
he poſſeſſed before his Fall, but extremely well propor- 
tioned, and of a moſt gallant Aſpect ; his Stature 
was Thicty Spans, his Countenance amiable and 
agreeable, and his Mien Noble and Majeſtick. In 
fine, God had ſo formed him, that there was a near 
Reſemblance in him to Mahomert our Leader and 

Protector. The ſame Mighty and Sovereign Lord, 


but to meddle farther, an unpardonable Tranſgreſſion. To drink 
Wine, or any other ſtrong intoxiciting Liquor, though by Night, 
would, in all the Mabometan Dominions, be puniſhed with imme- 
_ diate Death, and that moſt commonly, by pouring - melted Lead 
down their Throats. Mabomet firſt inſtituted it in Imitation of our 
Lent, and, as is thouzht, to curry Favour with the Chriſtians, 
whilſt his Impoſture was yet in its Infancy 3 and, as many afficm, 
to ſpite the Jews, who, at that Time, had highly diſobliged 
him, ſo that he was ever aſter their implacable Enemy, Their 
Paſa, which they call EI A ed ta'l Ramadham, immediately follows 
it, as Eaſter does Lent. The Etymology of the Word Ramadbam, 
or rather Romadham, is Arabick, ſignifying, according to O' Herbelot, 
a conſuming Heat. It is the 9th Moon of the Arabian Year, which 
being Lunar, by conſequence, this Faſt happens at all Seaſons, and 
by the Name, ſeems to have had its firſt Inſtitution in Summer, 
and by the Revolutions, once in about 33 Tears returns: But this 

Sugge ſtion of mine, I leave to the Learned to ſolve. More of this 
Celebrated Faſt ſhall be inſerted in other Places. 


ta 
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to pive Adam and Eve ſome Conſolation and 
Satisfaction for their paſt Sufferings, influenced on 


Adam a Branch of Light in his Forehead, moſt tranſ- 


cendently bright and glorious, which deſcended from 
the Heavens, where it was fixed in that myſterious C7y- 
ſtal, which before has been taken Notice of: This was 


the true and real Signal, which was fo conſpicuous on 


that Beatified Countenance, whereby he was directed 


to the Way of Eternal Happineſs and Salvation, 


notwithſtanding, this Sign was not altogether ſo ma- 
terial or conducive thereto, ſince there was a (4) 
greater Bleſſing reſerved in Store for the Lord and 
Owner of that Light, peculiar to himfelf alone, the 
which he inherited from none of his Progenitors. 
Lucifer, though he had been a glorious Angel, of 
thoſe who are neareſt to the Throne of the All-power- 
ful Creator, found not ſuch Mercy at the Hands of 
his incenſed Lord; for his Fall was to all Eternity, 
and his Chaſtiſement infinite, without Hope of Par- 
don or Remiſſion; by which the High and Potent 
Monarch gives us to underſtand, That in Grace and 


Excellency, we exceed the very Worſhippers before his 


(5) Supreme Throne (that is, when they rebel or are 


0 4) I conclude, he means in this Place, the Seal of the Impoftor's 
Miſſion, the Impreſſion whereof, they affirm, he had on his Back 
between his Shoulders. 


(b) The Mabometan Writers ſay, God has Two Thrones: The 


firſt, called Arſch, is the Throne of God's Majeſty and Glory. This 
is the Cœlum Empyreum, The ſecond they call Cor, which is pro- 
perly his Judgment Seat. (The Arabick Word for a Chair, Stool, 
or ſuch like, is Curff.) The firft Mahomet ſays, God placed on the 
Waters, and that in its Production, he made Efforts, or took Pains. 
This the Expoſitors of the Alcoran cannot eaſily digeſt, or recon- 
cile with God's Omnipotence. They ſay, this Throne is ſupported 
by 8000 Columns, of a Subſtance whoſe Nature and Value is un- 
known, and the Aſcent to it contains 300000 Steps; that between 
each Step, there is a Diſtance of 300000 Years Journey, and each 
Space full of Angels drawn up in Squadrons. Many Fables and 


 Incoherences of this Kind, their Traditions abound with, by much 


too long to be inſerted here. O' Herbelot in Arſeb. See Dr. Prideaun 
ia L. Mahom. p. 31, Cc. Reland, and others. 


E 3 diſobe- 
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diſobedient) and manifeſts to us, that he will ſhew 
his Bounty and Tenderneſs, and diſtribute his Bleſſing 
to every one of us, who with a per fect and contrite Heat 
unfeiguedly implore his Mercy, as our firſt Fathes 
did, intreating for Pardon; implicitely confidingh 
that the Lord's Goodneſs and gracious Compaſſion, 
ſurpaſſed the Heinouſneſs and Atrocity of his Sin. 

E, Haſſan informs us, That rotwithſtanding 
Adam had many Times the joyful Lidings adm 
niſtred to him, moſt; graciouſly denoting to himj 
thar all his priſtine Offences were waſhed away 
by his unfeigned Penitence, yet his Breaſt was continu- 
ally unquict and diſturbed, when he called to Remem- 


brance the Greatneſs of his Crime: And ſeeing with 


what great Benignity and Clemency the Lord had uſed 
him, was always relenting and melancholy, perpetu- 
ally ſighing and afflicting himſelf, impatiently endu- 
ring the endleſs Labour he was forced to undergo, 
to provide wherewithal to ſubſiſt. 


His State being ſuch, and he, without Intermiſſion, 
continually contemplating on God, he on a ſudden; 
heard a Voice reſounding in his Ears, ſinging Hymns 


and Praiſes to the Almighty Creator, and with melo- 
dious Accents calling upon his moſt Sacred Name; At 
which being ſurprized, in a meck and humble Manner, 


he {a1d unto his Lord, © O Powerful Monarch! What 


unuſual Voices are theſe, which eccho thus in my 
* Ears? To which God replied; © Theſe are the 


Cc 
* my Divinity by my beloved Servant, the great 


8 „ and Warl:ke Leader Mabomet. He is now invok- 
ing that Light which Lhave depoſited in thee, and 


« thy precious and elected Progeny : He it is, who is 


* the Principal Owner and Patron of the ſaid Light, 
« for whom, and upon whoſe Account alone, I have 
created it. And take Notice, my well. beloved 


ct 


ce Adam, obſerve theſe my ſtrict Commands: I charge 


“ thee, and abſolutely enjoyn thee, that this Light. 
6 be held by thee f in the 1 5 Eſteem and Venera- 


tion, 


1 
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Hymns and Thankſpjvings which are chaunted to 
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tion, and that thou regard it with the utmoſt Re- 
verence and Reſpect; and that thou recommend 
it to thy Sons and Poſterity, in the ſame Manner 
as I recommend it unto thee: Advertiſe them, that 
they deliver it up, into the pure and unſpotted 
Wombs of the moſt chaſte and vertuous Females, 
to the Intent, that from them it may deſcend on 
the Males, who ſhall for their Excellencies, be wor- 
thy to inherit the ſame, until 77 be finally center'd 
on that Honourable Man, (viz. Mahomet) relin- 
quiſhed by all thy Sans, and fixed in him. Go not 
in unto your Women, before you have (a) clean- 
{ed and purified your Bodies; and let the fame 
Precaution be obſerved by them alſo. I will re- 
veal to thee, when the appointed Hour and Time 

ſhall be arrived, in which this Light is to depart 
* {rom Thee, and be tranſmitted to Another, that you 
may prepare your ſelves by the requiſite Purifica- 
tion. I command, that thou and thy Off-ſpring 
carefully and vigilantly adore and worſhip me, 
and none but me alone, without preſuming to equa- 
* lize any to me, or joyning with me any Second; 
for J will be ſerved in (5) Unity. Let them, up- 
on no profane Matter, ſwear by, or take in vain 
my Holy Name. Let them treat their Neighbours 
as they themſelves deſire to be treated. I command, 
that they honour their Parents, if they themſelves 
would be honoured and reſpected; and in ſo doing 


(a) Taharares wieflros cuerpos, & c. The Purifying and Clean'- 
ing with Water, is uſed on many Occaſions, which they call Tar 3 
its Signification is as I have rendered it. They call it alſo Gas, 
which is the ſame as Waſhing. Concerning theſe Immerfions or Cor- 
poral Ablutions, Reland in his Abl. Mahom. Rel. has given a par- 
ticular Account. See Leſſon VIII. c 


(5) They give themſelves the Epithet of Mowahedoun, 7. e. 
Unitarians, in Contradiction and Oppoſition to all other Religions 
and Sects, which allow of Plurality of Diviaitics, whom they call 
Auſhricoun, Aſſociators, GS. 


Sa ce they 
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they ſhall live comfortably many Days; an 
under my Protection. Let them not kill, iat 
that is reſerved to me; *tis I who give Lite, and 
I who ſhorten or lengthen the Thread thereof. Let wa: 
them fly from the vile Sin of Adultery, for it Hane 
an abominable and odious Vice, moſt deteſtable Wanc 
in my Sight, and the Inſtrument and Foundation 
„of all Wickedneſs. Let them be as careful and 
& a{liduous in preſerving the Goods of another, at 
* they would be of their own, Nor let them ſteal, Wbli 
** nor take any Thing, but what they have juſtly tat 
acquired. Let them ſpeak the Truth upon all Ac lle. 
counts, let them not lye upon any Occaſion whats tr 
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ſoever; nor affirm any Thing that is doubt ful, 

* or give any falſe Teſtimony; nor covet that which IT. 
belongs not to them; but be contented in their own R 
CL 


Stations; for I have ſecurely laid up in Store, the 
% Portion of (4) Wealth, which is defigned for, and bo 
belongs to every individual Mortal. In keepin; | 
and ſiri&ly obſerving theſe Precepts, in the ſame Wd 
Manner as I have dictated and commanded thee, re 
“offer and promiſe them, on my part, that they 
„ ſhall enjoy Everlaſting Reſt; but if they neglect 
ſo to do, and break or infringe upon theſe my Or- 
dinances; tell them, they ſhall be miſerably tor - 
« mented in Gehennamma, (i. e. Hell.) * 
From thence forwards, that is, from the Time Adam 
had all theſe Injunctions laid on him, he was ſo extremely K 
punctual in obeying the ſame, and obſerving to a Tittle . 
every one of thoſe Rites which the Lord had com- 
manded him, that he was never after guilty of the . 
| Jeaft Negligence or Diſobedience, perpetually retain- | 
ing in his Memory the paſt Warning. e 
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(4) Sim arixques ſegurados, c. The Word is Rezk, and Rez balah 
s the daily Subſiſtance Providence has appointed every particulag W. 
Man. Vide D'Herbelet in that Word, A RON 8 


It 


Mahometiſm Explain d. 57 
It was God's Pleaſure to permit our Mother Eue 
Int her firſt Bearing, to bring forth Two Sons. Which 
Sons gave a clear and evident Demonſtration of what 
was for the future, to be expected in this ſorrowful 
and miſerable World, and that by continual Wars 
and Ravages, the Number of Adam's Poſterity was 
to be limitted, whilſt the Earth was at all Times 
moiſtened with Blood, no part thereof ever to be free 
from Tragical Events For the elder of the Two, being 
blinded with Envy, (a) Hatred, and Jealouſy, (imi- 
Itating the proud Lucifer) cruelly and inhumanly 
flew his Brother: From which deteſtable Deed, Wars, 
Strites, Diviſions, and Parties, took their fatal Original. 
E! Haſſan ſays, That Eve after thoſe, had conſtantly 
Two (5) at a Birth, a Son and a Daughter; but 
when God ſaw fit, that the Ele&ed ſhould come forth, 
and make his Appearance, he was ingendered and 
born alone: And no ſooner had his Mother conceived 


Adam unto her, and was fixed on her Forehead ; Adam 
remaining without the leaſt Ray thereof : But when ſhe 
was delivered of that glorified Infant, it departed from 


— 
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(4) The Mabometan Traditions affirm (which is likewiſe the Opi- 
nion of the Eaſtern Chriſtians) that one of the principal Reaſons 
Why Cain (whom they call Cabil, as Habil is Abel) killed his Brother, 
u as Jealouſy, becauſe Adam his Father refuſed to let him marry 
his own Twin-Siſter Aclimiab, whom he defigned for Abel; as he did 
Abels Twin-Siſter Leboudab, for Cain z who liking his own Siſter beſt, 
as being the more beautiful, conceived a mortal Hatred towards 
him, ard finally ſlew him. They ſay Adam mourned for Abel 120 


n Hedad, They add. that after Abel's Death, ſhe was marry'd to 
erh, though my Author gives Seth's Wife a different Name, vx. 
agi, according to our Pronunciation Hawalia. The Oriental 
Chriſtians call her Ax run or Azroun, as they do Abel's Siſtec Wain 
Ir Owain, See D* Herbelot in the Names Atrun, Cabil, Vain, &c. Re- 
and ſays, They are called by the Mahometans Aron, and Awin, or 
diin. In D'Herbelot under Cabil, this Story is at large, v. 


( b) They ſay Twenty, and every Time Twins, except Seth. 


him in her Womb, but the Light paſſed away from 


Years, in all which Time, he went not in to his Wife. D'Herbelot 


her, 
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her, and the beautiful Forehead of the new · born city 
darted forth Rays like thoſe of the Sun, aſcending 
the higheſt Heaven. This Child they named (a) _ 
and he was the Firſt-born of the Light. 

In proceſs of Time, when he was grown up to Va 
Eſtate, his Father Adam took him out with him 8 
Day, into a green and fertile Field, from whence Fs 
_ Almighty was wont to accept all the Offerings anf 
Sacrifices, and receive the Prayers and Petitionsed 
thoſe his choſen and peculiar Servants; where then 
lifted up their Eyes to Heaven. E! Haſſun ſays, That 
when Serb exalted. his Head to look upwards with 
that his reſplendent and glorified Viſage, God at thit 
Inftant, commanded all the Cceleſtial Rivers, Springs 
Currents, Fountains, Cc. to ſtand ſtill, and ſtop thei 
Courſes : The Air ceaſed from diſtributing its Kind 
and delicious Breezes : The Trees ceaſed their Motion 
and the Birds their ſweet Warblings: the Apgels thet 
Heavenly Hymns, and all the Creatures inhabiting 
the Seas, the Earths, and the Heavens, nay, the whok 
Hoſt of the Angelick Choirs, moſt earneſtly looked, 
advancing their Bodies out of the Windows, as if 
about to precipitate themſelves, and impatiently 
waiting to hear what thoſe charming Lips were about 
to utter and pronounce. © Moſt amazing Mercy 
& Moſt wonderful Confblatiobt That God jhould 
* command all thoſe who were about him to lend 
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(a) My author has it Sig, though nir as are moſt of 0 
Names. All Mabgmerans call. him ?heib ben Adam. From hin 
thoſe the ſacred Scripture call Bene Elobim, the Childien of God, all cc 
deſcended, who made. continual War upon the Caum Catil, i. e. 
the Poit: rity, or People. of Cain. This Righteous: Generation Wi 
es they fay, thoſe endowed with the Prophetick Lig/t ſo often met 
tioned. He is held in great Eſteem, and is reckoned among the 
Eight principal Prophets, who, according to their Traditions, Ie * 

eeived Divine Scriptures from Heaven, viz. Adam, Seth, Enoch, | 
Abraham, Moſes, David, Feſus, and Mahomer, of which only Fiete 
brovg':'t New Laws and Inſtitutions into the World, Adam, Abri. a 
. Moſes, Jeſu, and Mabomet. 25 

« their]: 
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their Ears with ſuch Attention, only at the lifting 
up the Head of a Baniſhed Man! Sure this Diſtinc- 
tion ſeems to have ſome Reſemblance and Affinity 
with that firſt State of Glory, when Man was but 
an Inanimate Stone, and yet all Beings, Celeſtial 
and Terreſtrial, worſhipped and reverenced him! 
We might flatter ourſelves, that we were in hopes 
ok recovering our priſtine Excellency, ſeeing that 
“ in ſo ſhort a ſpace, and upon ſo ſmall an Occaſion, 
© all Things were in ſuch Diſorder and Confuſion. | 
What the juſt Adam ſaid, at this his Holy Audience, 
was this; © Divine and Moſt High Lord! Thou who 


an haſt recommended to me this Light, appointed for the 
Inheritance of thy peculiarly elected Servant Maho- 
i * met, with a ſtrict Injunction, that I deliver it up 
1 T: 


to the worthieſt of thy Creatures, diſtilling it into 
the moſt chaſte and perfect Wombs, which already 
are, or hereafter ſhall be created; I, to comply 
with, and to accompliſh what I am obliged to by 
this thy Precept, am come to know, if it be thy 
Pleaſure, that this my Son, follow the Method or- 
dained by thee, for the propagating Mankind ; 
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VM to the End, that this ever ſacred and venerable 
5 " Light, may have its appointed Courſe, and proceed 
TI forwards? If it is thy Will, that zz thall now be put 
An I in Agitation, I have pitched upon his Siſter Hawalia, 


born at another Birth, that he may be married to 
her. She is a chaſte and clean Veſſel, and, I think, 
very proper for the expanding this Liebt: They 
both offer their Homage, and are obediently re- 
ſigned, and content to act as thou ſhalt vouchſafe 
to command them: I only attend what thy Bounty 
wlll is pleaſed to ordain concerning the effecting this my 
nen © Propoſal. See, Lord, what is thy Will, I do in this Af- 
© fair?” God then immediately ſent for Gabriel and 
uh his Aſſociates, commanding them to deſcend, in order 
pe to celebrate the Marriage of that choſen Couple, Brother 
br and Siſter, their Father being el H aualy, i. e. the Giver, 
and thoſe Angels I mentioned, were to be the Witneſſes, 
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c. The Lord alſo cauſed Snow-white Garments fi 
Paradiſe, to be carried to adorn the Bridegroom Wl 
the Bride, inſt-ad of thoſe their Parents loſt, ani 
were deprived of, for ſwallowing the pernicious an( 
fatal Morſel. In this manner Seth was married with 
great Content, Magnificence, and Solemnity, . 

At length, when the juſt Adam perceived himfelf 


to be grown old and feeble, he took his Son Serh im 


a very private Place, and there diſcovered to him 1 
certain Cloth, of a moſt rich and inimitable Comps 
jure, of a Heavenly Contexture, which in paſt Time, 
the Lord had beſtowed upon him, on the which were 
ſtamped and delineated all the (2) Prophets, whi 
were to be ſent, or intruſted with Mithons upon the 
Earth, together with all their Privileges and Immuny 
ties, their Decrees and Precepts, their Fribes, Nations, 
and Followers, and the Bleſſings with which they 
were to be rewarded. Seth, with Wonder and Delight, 
| beheld all this, and took particular Notice of Ont 
who was, in a very conſpicuous Manner, diſtinguiſhed 
from all the reſt, and who ſeemed to be far advanced 
In Pre-eminency and Degree beyond the other Tribes, 
and whoſe Face was glorified with a Light of a more 
than ordinary Brightneſs, which reverberated trom 
the Heavens, with exceeding beautiful and reiplendent 
Rays: This he perceived to be Abraham, and that this 
moſt honourable Stock, for ſome Space, continued Single, 
and went on in a direct Path, without any Interruption 


ä * 
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(a) As to any thing concerning this u onderful Cloth, I have little 
to ſay; but it is certa in among the reſt of their Fables, they have a 
Tradition, that God ſhewed Adam all his Poſterity, which he cauſed 
fo aſſemble together, upon that Account. in the Valley of Nooman, in 
the Forms ef Ants. where he told them, He was their Lord; to which 
they all anſwered in the Affirmative, and acknowledged him; and 
therefore God ſaid, He had Witneſſes againſt them, at the Day of 
Judgment, if they ſhould then plead Ignorance to his Covenant; by 
his Witneſſes, meaning the Angels at that time attending on him, 
This, I aflure you, is in a Book of no leſs Authority, than the 4 


coran itſelf, the Expoſitors whereof, fay, That no Man can forget tho 
Contract he then made with Cod. 1 4 0 
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r Intermiſſion; but at laſt, another noble and illu- 


l ; : *. e 
rrious Tribe began to ſpring forth, and have its Begin- 
ing; which, notwithſtanding its appearing deprived 
r that Myſterious Light the other Line was poſſeſſed 
MD, was nevertheleſs of the higheſt Nobility and Eſteem. 


ere was pointed out and demonſtrated, Two princi- 
14] and different (a) Religions, the reſpective Tribes 
ach following their peculiar Leader, and their Holy 
) Scriptures. Adam ſaid, © Tis proper that we take 
* deliberate Notice of theſe which carry our Light, 
* conſidering, with particular Regard, the remarkable 
© Bearers thereof, following it through all its Paths, 
directly from Iſpmael, the principal Founder and 
* Patron of the elected Generation: He, who is the Firſt» 
* begotten Son of the choſen Abraham, and here ap- 
* pears carrying the Standard of Mair, Ii e. Grand 
Cairo] erected aloft, which is the venerable Blazon 


g Rand Device of our Illuſtrious Lineage, with the 
ne. which all the Tribes ſhall be Triumphant and Glo- 
e rious, until it be delivered up unto Mabomer, the 
od proper Lord thereof, for whom it was at firſt The 
4 * tended, and for whoſe Sake and Benefit, it was 


* from the Beginning appointed. And, mark me, be- 
loved Son, I charge you, that in all your Prayers, 


8 and in all your Offerings and Sacrifices, that this 
is * eſedled Meſſenger, whoſe Cauſe we eſpouſe, and 


je. whole Dictates we follow, be by you compleatly 
on (c) Saluted, and held in the greateſt Veneration and 
EKRegard, with Honour and Deference. And I com- 


tie — . : 


— 22 - ma ] 


ſed (a) Dos adines ſennalados que a dos caudillos ſeguian, c. The 
„in Word is Din; it implies Religion, e. Ihe Two Leaders were 
: Iſaac and Iſhmael. 5 


ind (6) Y a ſus aliquitebes ſantos. E] Ketab is a Book or Writing. 


7 of (c) Here he means, the ſo much uſed Expreſſion, at their Prayers, 
by I 21d very frequently at other times, viz. Aſſaldat wa ſaldm ale Sidenab 

im, wa Monlanab Mahommed; which is, Salutartons and the Peace of God be 
Al- i fo our Lord and Owner Mahomet. Sometimes they add the Word Nabi- 
tie 4b, i. e. Our Prophet. This is the Salutation in particular adapted 
to chat Grand Impoſtor. 


mand 
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* mand you, that you recommend this Light, wild 
you now enjoy, and carry fixed on your Forehead 
{© to the moſt exemplary and worthy Males, and 
the chaſte Wombs of the beſt (a) guarded, and mf 
** vertuous Females, that it be not defiled, but remis 
“pure and immaculate, for this is the Token ant 
* Banner which the Sovereign Creator gave us, ity 
„ conduct us to the Way of Truth: And admomflf 
* your Sons, as I have done you, and lay the ſam 
„ Injunctious upon them. fs 1 
When Adam had finiſhed this Diſcourſe, he again 
folded up that Myſteriows Cloth, and delivering it talf 
his Son, enjoyned him to preſerve it as a moſt Sacre 
Relick: At the ſame Inſtant, he alſo gave him hi 
Buskins and Shoes, which he had worn for ſo many 
. Centuries of Years, and were then as freſh and as whol: 
as if he had that moment put them on new. Thek 
are at this Day, in the Holy Temple at Mecca, i 
which they are hung up, and dedicated as a Trophy, 
(b) where, when a Prince is Inaugurated, it has eval 
been the Cuſtom, that he Swear thereon. | 
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5 | [1 
(2) The A4rabick Word, which is very proper and applicable he Made 
is Mahajibet in the Femine Plural, and Ma ajabeen in the Maſculine; f 
the Singular is Mabaizb, which is, covered, concealed, &c. It is derive 0 
from Hajeb, the Eve-brow. Mahajub 1+ the proper Name of mai 0 
Men, as Mahaiiba is of Women. Recluſe Vertuous Women, a 
by way of Commendation and Excellency, called Mahajuber. TH 
(b) J quando melique elijen los Neban a jurar, &. Melic is! 
Arabick a King or Prince, the Plural of which is Meloac: The re 184 U1 
ways a Prince, who governs the Cities of Mecca and Medina, of Mtr. 
Race and Family of Mabomet. He is Independant ; but makes ſont - 
Complimentary Acknowledgment to the Grand Turk, for the Preſen 
he ſends hin Yeaily, along with the coftly Covering for the Caalll * 
or little Square Chapel before mentioned. All thoſe of that San 
hed Progeny, I mean Mahomet's, are Shreefs, | in Arabick, the Sing 
lar is See, and the Plural Sa] ſo his Title is, Emir ShurjoM to 
[Emir # Prince] and Sultan Me:cah wa Medinab, and, according ll = 
Dr. Prideaux in L. Mah. p. 3. Emamo'l Haſhem Prince of the HI 
mites, trom which noble Arabian Tribe Mabomet had his Deſcent. Mot 
thele Haſhemites, ſee more in the Chapter of Haſhem. pr; 
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But to return to our Story: The good Serb. 
ad the joyful News denounced to him, by the Angel 
ahriel, That he, and his Spouſe, ſhould prepare: 
hemi-ives to receive the promiſed and defired 
rult: So Hawalie conceived with Child; and the 
lime being accompliſhed, ſhe brought forth a 
on, endowed with the Hereditary Light ; This Child 
as extremely beautiful, well-proportioned, and 
graceful, and they called him by the Name of (a) 
10h. He was under the Protection, and Guardian- 
hip of the Angel Gabriel, to defend him againſt the 
Niles and Subtleties of Lacifer, who craftily and 
nalicicuſly lay in wait to pollute and inſnare him. 
By this Rule and Method, this clear Light continued 
120ing on, in a gradual Deſcent of the moſt perfect 
and venerable Men, of the Lord's electing, (he always 
giving them timely Notice when, and on whom it 
mould be fixed) running from Father to Son, from 
ne Honourable to another Hongurable, without Inter- 
zuption, 'till it arrived to its proper Center. But be- 
auſe thoſe memorable Perſons who, through the tranſ- 
cendent Excellency of their Merits, were exalted to 
ne Sapreme Dignity of carrying this Banner, and 
deemed worthy of this glorious Light ; thoſe ſant» _ 
fied Men, I ſay, that they may not remain buried in 
Oblivion, and the Muſſulmans be debarred, from the 
Satisfaction they might reap, by knowing who they 
were, I will briefly recite their Names. Paſs 
From Enob the Light paſſed to (b) Cainam, who was 
tle Fourth Branch of the Light: This begot Malaile, 
from whom proceeded (c) Fared, who was the FO 
| 8 
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(1) He means Enos. „ 


(5) This ſhould be Cainaan, whom all the Eaftern Nations hold 

to have been one of the Viverſul Monarchs of the World, 

(%) Becauſe my Author, is none of the exaReſt in his Genealogies, 

I preſume it may not be improper here, to let my Reader partake 

of the following Opinion of one of his own Peliet, and with all 

probability (for the Reatons he himſelf gives) more learned and 1 1 
| read. 


' 
| 
| 
| 
li 
| 
| 
i 


of the moſt holy (a) Edris, who for his extracrdia 


the Street by a neceſſitous Perſon, who aſked an Alm 


64 Mahometiſm Explain d. 


Piety, and vertueus Actions, was taken up into the 
Fourth Heaven, where he ſhall live and remain, un 
the Trumpet of Azarafie!, ſhall put an End to all that 
has been created. Concerning this Juſt Edris, it is ſal, 
That he made a folemn and inviolable Vow, of neve 
deſiſting from doing (5) Deeds of Charity, whilſt his 
Subſtance laſted ; and that, one Day, being met in 


of him, and having nothing elſe about him to be 
ſtow, he gave him (both for Bleſſing and Charity) 
his Garment, himſelf remaining in a manner naked, 
becauſe he would not refuſe any Comfort he was 
capable of giving. Thouſands of other Occurrences 
of this Nature are recorded of that Bleſſed Saint, the 
Truth of which is ſufficiently proved, by God's taking 
him up, Soul and Body, into Heaven, where he lives 
in Glory and Bliſs, He left behind him a Succeſſor, his 


N . 4 a — — 
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read. I find it in Reland, taken, as that Author ſays, word for 
word from the Arabick Taarich, or Chronicle. 1 Adam, 2 Seth, 3 
Enos, 4 Ktinan, 5 Mabaitel, 6 Jered, 7 Idris, 8 Matbuſhalah, 9 La: 
mech, 10 Nowh, 11 Sem, 12 Arthaxſhad, 13 Shaleg, 14 Phaleg, 15 
Argon, 16 Seruch, 17 Nachor, 18 Ker, 19 lbrabam, 20 Iſaac, 21 
Facob, 22 Fehuda, 23 Kat, 24 Amrou, 25 Daram, 26 Imram, 27 


Abauan, 28 Salmon, 29 Zjabaz, 30 Oun, 31 Eſche, 32 David, 33 


Salomon, - 34 Rehabeam, 35 Abia, 36 Aſa, 37 Fehoſca, 38 Pbilicus, 
39 Mathan, 40 Imram, 41 Maria, 42 Feſus, or Iſa. 


(a) Enoch is by the Arabs and other Ma"ometans, called Edris, from 
the Arabick word Ders, which ſignifies Stad) and Meditation, He 1s 
reckoned one of the Eight Prophets to whom God ſent Divine Wri- 
tings, of the which he had 30 Volumes, containing all the moſt ab- 
ſtruſe Sciences; which makes the Books of Enoch, be ſo much talked 


of in the Eaſt. They call him beſides Edris, ſometimes Akbnokb and 


Ounoch, from the Hebrew Chanoch. See more in D' Herbelot in the 
Name Ear is, &c. 


(b) De hazer arabma complida, Oc. Arrdhaman is one of God's 


Attributes, and fignifies Merciful. Arrahma in this Senſe implies 


Cbarit). 


Son, 


f e 


, 
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Son, whoſe Name was Matuſalem, the Eighth Branch 
of the Light, whoſe Son was Lameg; and he was the: 
Father of the great, and-never-to«be-forgotten Noah, 
who was the Second Father of all Humane-Race, in 
whom the Firſt Age of the World had its End, and 
from whom the Second derived its Original; on which 
account, he merits our ſtricteſt Regard and Venera - 
tion, and whoſe memorable Tranſactions are related 


e es” |. I 
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in the following Canticle, or Chapter. 
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The Wickedneſs of Mankind, The World threatnel 
with a Genera! Deluge. Noah's Piety and Up. 
rightneſs. The Ark built. Deſcrib'd. The 
People exhorted by Noah to Repemtance. The 
Obſtinacy. The Flood begins; increaſes, and di. 
ſtroys the whole World, The Waters abate, ani 
Noah and his Family come out of the Ark, &c. 


NOS T of the Mortals of this Ape, 
„ endeavoured to exalt their Memories 
PM RSX to the higheſt pitch of Glory, and by 
ſo doing, thought to remain enrolled 
for ever in the Books of Fame; vain- 
| ly and ſtupidly imagining, that 2 
long continued, and uninterrupted Series of Proſperity, 
was ſufficient to eternize their Names. Some puffed 


aw n : : 


_— 


(4) Monſieur D*'Herbelor, in the Word Bam, 5 an Arabick 
Chronicle, called Taarich Montekbeb, which ſays, there were but Eighty 
Muſulmans, or Believers, in the World in Noah's Time, and that ws 
the Number of thoſe which were ſaved in the Ark; for moſt Men 
embraced Idolatry in the Days of Jared the Son of Mahalzel, the 
Father of Edris or Enoh, This I have likewiſe, often heard te- 
peated by ſome of their Learned Men, and it is indeed the general 
Notion of all Maboametans. 

up 
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up with Pride, Pomp, and Ambition, fancied then:3 
ſelFes already in the Clouds, whilſt others thought to 
aggrandize their Names by Cruelty and Tyranny : 
Some by inventing Hereſies; and others by promot- 
ing Schiſms and Idolatries; In a Word, giving 2 
Looſe to the Reins of all Sorts of moſt deteſtable and 
abominable Sins and Outrages, as if in all Points 
they had been Abſolute Lords of the Earth, and might 


perpetually have continued thoſe wicked and im- 


pious Courſes with Impunity. 

But now, when their Iniquities and Abominations 
were arrived to their Criſis, when they leaſt expected, 
or apprehended a contrary Change of Fortune, but, 
ſupinely, imagined themſelves in the greateſt Security; 
it was then, that the variable and unſtable Wheel, at 
one Turn, hurry'd them down to the loweſt Abyſs of 
Deſtruction, where they received the Rewards of all 
the preſumptuous Hereſies and Enormities, in which 


they had ſo long triumphed. 


If we look back to King (a) Balthaſar, or to his 
Ns i. Boe Grand- 
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(a) He has theſe Names, Baltaſar, Pultanacar, Zamud, Namerud, 
Faraon, and Abrabaca. By Zamud, I cannot gather who he means; 
and I know as little of .4brahaca as of the other; the reſt are ob- 
vious. I can give no account by what Authority he miſcalls Nebu- 
chadnezzer. whoſe Name among the 4rabians is, Bakih'alnaſſer, which 
is derived from Bakbt, or Bokht, ſignifying, The Time, or Critical 
Minute, and Nafſ-r, Fortune or Victory. This was given him, for 


his great Exploits and Succeſs in War, his own proper Name being 


Raham. By ſome he is called Gudarz, as Reland, and D' #erbelos 
obſerve. Much is ſaid concerning Nimrod, in the Life of Ara- 
ham, But I can by no means deny my Readers the Satisfaction of 
the following Fable. Though a little long, it is curious and remark- 
able; and Monſieur D'Herbelot, whoſe Authority is, I may preſume, 
undiſputable, affirms to have found it in Nondemir, Houſain Vaes, and 
other celebrated Writers : Neither am I wholly unacquainted with the 
Story, having heard it under a different Name, as ſha!l be hinted at the 
End of this Note. By the above-mentioned Name Abrabæca, I am con- 
fident my Author means Abrabab, on which Word the aforeſaid Lear- 


| ned French Gentleman, gives us the following Account of that Perſon. 


SAbrahab, is he who is otherwiſe called Abou MHacſoum, with the Sir- 
dame 


® f a | 3. 
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name of Al- Aſtram, ſignifying in Arabick, That bad a Gaſh on bis Fa 
as alſo, Dhou Al-fil, 1. e. Maſter of the Elephant. He was a Prin 
or Governor of Feman | pronounced Zeman} or Arabia Falix, in tt 
Reign of Negioſbi, who was Emperor of the 4biſſins, in the Time of 
Abdalmothleb, Mahomer's Grandfather. The 1ofth Chapter of the 
Alcoran, intituled, Seurar Al-fil, that is, The Chapter of the Elephaiits 
makes mention, ef the Puniſhment of this Prince, who had man 
Elephants in his Army, when he came to beſiege the City reiß 
The whole Story is thus related, by the chief Interpreters of that 
Chapter. —— Atrahab, who governed in Sanaa, the Capital of the 
Province of Zeman, perceiving that a a certain time of the Year, 
moſt of the Arabs, travelled to the Province of Zegiez, which is on 
the Borders of Arabia Deſerta, to viſit the Cauba, or Square Houle, 
which is the Temple of Mecca, thought fit to divert them from 
that Superſtitious Worſhip, by erecting anotker Place that might 
attract their Curiofity and Devotion; and therefore reſolved to 
builg a Temple at Sanaa, exceeding that of Mecca in Structure and Orna- 
meſſts. This was a moſt ſtately Church, the A4biſſins being Chriſtians, 
Yet Abrahah's i efign could not ſucceed without Force, becauſe the 
Arabs, who were not Chriſtians, inclined to Idolatry, and found ſome 
thing agreeable to their Superſtition in the very Stones about Mecca, 
and in its Temple. However, the Coreiſhites, who had the Charg 

of that Temple, perceiving the Concourſe of People, and con 
_ quently their Gain, decline, cryed down, as much as they could, 
the Church of Sanaa, and at laft made uſe of a notable Cheat, to de- 
ſtroy its Reputation among the Arabs. To this pur poſe, they ſent 
thither one of the Family of Kenanah, who getting in to be an Officer 
belonging to the Church, found his Opportunity, on a Feſtival, 
when it was to be richly adorned for the People to come in at Night, 
to profane it with Ordure. As ſoon as he had done it, he fled, and 
| ſpread the News of this Profanation all the Way he went. Abra: 
hah underſtanding what had happen'd, was ſo incenſed againſt the 
Corerſhites, that in Revenge he reſolved to make War againſt them, 
to beſiege Mecca, and deſtroy the Temple. Accordivgly he marched 
his Army, the greateſt Strength whereof conſiſted in the Elephants, 
towards rhe Province of Hegiaz, riding himſelt at the Head of it on 
one of thoſe Beafts, called Mahmondj : This Elephant excelled the 
reſt in Bulk, and in Whiteneſs, for which reaſon he was eſteemed as 
the Chief and Maſter of all the reſt. When the Corei/hites heard of 
this Prince's March, and that he had ſuch Beaſts, which had never, 
till then, been ſeen in Arabia, they deſpaired of defending their 
Town or Country with their own Forces, and therefore reſolved 
to abandon it, and fly, with their beſt Effects, to the neighbouring 
Mountain. A-r:hab, meeting with no Oppoſition, plundered all be 
found in his March, and being come to the City, aſſigned his Troops | 
their levers] Quarters ; but when he thought, to advance in Perſon 
ro view the Place, his Elephant, at the bare ſight of the City Walls, 
turn'd away his Head from them ſo violently, that all the reſt of the 
Elephants in the Army, who followcd his as their Leader, did the 


ſame, 


* 
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ſame, and routed the whole Army. The Coreiſbites, who were in- 
trenched on the Edge of the Mountain, ſeeing what had happened, 
knew not what to chink of this ſudden Counter-March of their Ene- 
mies; when immediately they eſpied a vaſt Flock of Birds coming like 
a Cloud from towards the Sea, and falling all together on Abrabab's 
Army. Theſe Birds had black Feathers, and green Beaks, and were 
followed by another Flock, that had green Feathers, and yellow 
Beaks. Each of theſe Birds had three Stones, one in their Beaks, 
and one in each Claw, and, they ſay, each Stone had the Name ot him 
it was to ſtrike, writ upon it, and they all fell at once with ſuch 
Force upon the Abiſſins, that they were all ſlain, except Abrabah, 
who was deſtin'd to carry the News of this dreadful Defeat into 
Ethiopia. In fine, when Abrahab had ſeen his Army periſh by this 
ſtrange Accident, he repals'd the Seas, and went to acquaint Negiaſht 
with his Diſaſter. But Divine Juſtice, which had decreed to leave 
a notable Example of the Puniſhment of thoſe who had dared to 
undertake the deſiroying a Temple built by Abrabam, did not let 
this unhappy Prince eſcape io; for one of the Birds who had exe- 
cuted the Divine Vengeance, followed him all the way he went 
with the Stone in its Beak, ſo that when he had told his fad Relation 
to the Emperor, that Prince asking what ſort of Birds thoſe were ? 
Abrahab fhew'd that which flew over his Head, and at the ſame 
Time, the Bird dropt the Stone, and killed him at the Emperor's 

Feet. Thus far Monſieur D'#Zerbelot, T was ſome Years ago in the 
Tent of an African Prince, a very gallant Man, whoſe Name 15 Boazeeſe, 
Sheik or Chief of a noble Tribe of Arabs, called EI Zanaiſha, whoſe 
Territories lie 1a the moſt Eaſtward Province of the Kingdom of 
Algiers, He was pitched with his Camp near the Ruins of an An- 
cient City, called now by thoſe People Tifeſh, which Place, by its 
miſerable Remaias, ſeems to have been a conſiderable large and 
fortified Town. A certain Talib or Student, brought me about 
Twenty or more little Stones, of a very odd Make, their Shape was 
very irregular, ſome inclining to be, as it were, long, others, as it 
were, round, but all in general Diamond-cut, and rather ſeeming to 
be Artificial than Natural. The largeſt was about the bigneſs of 2 
Small! Nut, and the leaſt of a large Clove, or ſuch like. In Colour 
they were for the moſt part either Black, almoſt like Jett, but ſomewhat 
dull and ruſty, or white and tranſparentz though four or five were 
blueiſh and yellowiſh, but not tranſparent. For a Trifle the Man let 
me keep em, and into the Bargain, told me the above Tale with very 
little Difference; but inſtead of Abrahah, he made the Leader of 
that imaginary Army to be Nimrod, and that old ruinated City, where 
ſuch Stones are frequently found amongſt the Rubbiſh, to be built by 
him; but the Prince being a greater Student than himſelf, con- 
tradicted him, telling us, That the Name of that impious Unbeliever 
was El 4ſhram Dhou el Fil. The Stones, both the Prince, and the Talib 
affirmed, to be ſome of the ſame with which the Birds deſtroyed 
that Sacrilegious Army 3 but to declare how they caine, or why they 
are only to be found in thoſe Ruins, and no where elſe, they were at 
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Grandfather Nebuchadnezzar, to Zamud, Nimm 
haraoh or Abrahaca, we ſhall find them all, in thy; 
ike impious manner, rebelliouſly extending thai 
Arms againſt Heaven and their Creator; thongh, ala 
how vain and fruitleſs were their audacious Effort 
and the Event how contrary to their Expectations! 
For inſtead of obtaining the Victory, they woundal 
themſelves, precipitating their own ignominous Deathy, 
and, after that, everlaſting Torment and Miſery. -* 
Thongh I could recite infinite many other Exam- 
ples of this kind, yet thoſe I have already quoted, 
are ſufficient for my preſent Purpoſe; nor, indeed, ape 
any others requiſite towards the confirming and main- 
taining this Aﬀertion, than the General Deluge, in 
which that Holy Patriarch (a) Noah, was fo principal 
a Tranſactor, whoſe ever-famous and memorable Deeds 
ought to inſpire us with an awful Reverence an 


Veneration to his Memory. 

The Remembrance of that never-to-be-forgotten 
Event, ſure, might rouze up in us, and incline us to 
an implicite Obedience and Reſignation, and incite 
us, to center our intire Confidence in God alone, and 
to reſt aſſured, That in following and keeping the 
Precepts of God's Holy Law and Ordinances, we ſhall 
acquire perpetual Fame and Renown in this World, 


(ſuch as it is) and eternal Bliſs, a never-fading Para- 


diſe in the other. Not as thoſe I mentioned above, 
neither theſe others I am going to treat of in the 
Univerſal Deſtruction of that accurſed Generation of 
People, who, in one Moment, deprived themſelves of 


n 
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2 Non-plus. As for thoſe I had purchaſed, after I had kept 'em a 
long time, at laſt a French Merchant begg'd em. This Story of A074. 
bab, is ment ion d by Dr. Prideaux, under the Name Abrabam Al 
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Ajbran, p 47. 


(a) The Sirnames given by the Arabian:, &c. to Noa b, beſides, Nou 
el Nabi, or the Prophet, are, El Nazi, He that was ſaved, Sbeick el 
Morſeletn, i. e. The Ancienteft of thoſe ſent with eſpecial Commiſſions 
from God, See D' Herbelot in Nut. 2 
| En op ar a0 oo FA Lite, 
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Life, and damned their Souls, as I ſhall make mani- 
feſtly apparent in the following Diſcourſe, 
After the Death of our Original Parents, Adam and 
Eve, their remaining Sons founded and carried on the 
Lineage. Of theſe Sons, one, with great Purity and 
Conſtancy, ſtrenuouſly followed the Light; but the reſt 
were all in general Adulterers, Murderers, Sodomites, 
Idolaters, imperious, haughty Tranſgreſſors, daring 
Bla ſphemers, and, in fine, a vile and infamous Race 
of Men. They were grown to ſuch a pitch of Wic- 
kedneſe, that the Contagion daily ſpread, the Corrup- 
tion increaſing more and more, till at laſt it became, 
2 5 manner, Univerſal, comprehending all Humane 
How ſeriouſly and deliberately ought Men, in 
* this borrowed, tranſitory Life, to be cautious and 
* circumſpect in their Choice of thoſe with whom 
they affociate themſelves, or entertain Friendſhip, 
in order to paſs their Lives and Converſations, 
having ſo notable an Inſtance in this diſmal 
** Cataſtrophe! ? i es 
The High and Powerful God beholding their noto- 
rious and incorrigible Diſobedience, commanded 
his choſen Servant Noah, to ere& and build an Ark; 
to which Effect the Angel Gabriel deſcended with 
Inſtructions concerning the Method, Order, and 
Plan thereof, with the Length, Breadth and 
Height it was to be of; and ſtrictly enjoyning him, 
that whilſt this Fabrick was going forwards, he 
mould admoniſh thoſe employed thereon, together 
with all the reſt of the People, to repent them of 
their abominable Sins, and be converted, in Pity to, 
and Conſideration of, their Souls; which, if they 
did, they might expect Pardon and Remiſhon ; 
otherwiſe, he ſhould let them know, that it was 
inevitably certain, that the Lord was fully deter- 
mined to deſtroy and annihilate them, by drown- 
ing and overflowing the intire Surface of the Earth 


with Water, 


F 4 Noab 


FLY —_— : 
_— 
_ _—_— 

3 * — 


* 
2 
3 
2 ö 
> 2 


72 Mahometiſm Explain d. 
Noah was aged Five hundred Years when t 
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bis 


memorable Injunction was laid on him by the 


| 
Faithful Gabriel; The Propberick Light had alres 5 
dy paſſed from him, and was tranſmitted unto d 
| Beloved Son (a) Sem; beſides whom, he had two Wl Þ 
others, whoſe Names were (b) Ham and Faphet, 7) 
Sem was a Youth of excellent Qualifications, t 
and without Blemiſh ; and by his laudable Action t 
merited the good Name the whole Univerſe beſtows 
on him; In a Word, He deviated nothing from his 
good Father, imitating Him who had walk'd np; e 
rightly before the Lord, in thoſe the worſt of ll « 
Times, during the Space of Five hundred Years. + : l 
TE 2 . 
(a) The Arabian Chronology, intitled Tarich Monteß heb, ſo often 
cited by the Learned Monſieur D' Herbelot, tells us, That the Patri- 5 
arch Shem (whom they call Sam el Nabi, and Sam ben Noah) goes | 


under the Denomination of Abou't Arab, or the Father of the Arabs; 
| becauſe they hold, that they are deſcended from him: But they 

affirm, That all Prophets, whether Arabs or Ajem [i. e. Strangers, 
which Word imports the ſame as Barbarians, in the Greek or Latin 
Senſe ] are, nevertheleſs, of his Race. 2 


(b) It is in the MS. Sem (or, as he writes it every where, Cem) 
_ Inſtead of Ham, which, I preſume, is a Miſtake. though in no 
Place he mentions Ham at all, unleſs I may ſay he does it here. 
The Mahometans generally name but Three Sons of Noah, which 
they call Sem, Ham and Fafed, or, as they pronounce, Tafedth. They 
affirm, That Noah left Ten Books of Revelations and Orders he te- 
ceived from God, the which are all loſt, as well as thoſe of Adam, 
Seth and Enoch. In Reland's Ab. Rel. Mahom. in the 4th Leſſon, 
concerning theſe imaginary Sacred Books, they hold to have been 
compoſed and written in Heaven, he makes no mention of Noah's 
having any Share in them, but makes the whole Number to amount 
to 104, which were diſtributed in this manner; To Adam 10. To 
Seth 50. To Enoch 30. To Abraham 10. To Moſes 1. To Jeſus i. 
To David 1. To Mabomet 1. The Four laſt are what they call 
El Taburat, EI Zobour, El Engile, and EI Coran, and are the ſame 
with the Pentateuch or Five Books of Moſes 3 The Pſalms of David; 
The Holy Goſpel ; | Engile corruptly quaſi Evangelium] And laſtly, 
the Alcoran of Mahomet; all but which, they ſay, are falſified and 
ſophiſticated. Of theſe more in proper Places: 1 9 


! 
e * 


When 
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when God's Command had, in this Manner, 
been ſignified to Noah, he made no Delay to put 
it in Execution, with all poſſible Diligence, provi- 
ding all things requiſite and neceſſary, as Maſter- 
Builders, Carpenters, Architects, Joyners, with 
infinite Numbers of Labourers, ſome to cut down 
the Timber, and others to conduct it to the Sta- 
tion where the. (a) Ark was to be built. * 

In the mean time, he, without giving himſelf a 


Moment's Reſpite, went about from Place to Place, 


exhorting the People to Repentance, ſignifying and 
demonſtrating to them their approaching Ruin and 
unavoidable Deſtruction, with the moſt terrible and 
tremendous Chaſtiſement with which God threat- 
ned them: He reſted neither by Night nor by 
Day ; his very Throat was hoarſe with preaching 


and admoniſhing them, in theſe, and ſuch like 


Words; © O wicked, vile, and nuſguided People ! 
return unto your Lord, and implore his Grace, 
„and your own Reſtoration z prevent and evade 
theſe dreadful impending Evils ; give Ear unto 
my Words; Fear Him who created you ; Take 
Notice, that his Juſtice is ſhut up and contain- 
ed in this Ark, which he has commanded me 
to build, with a bloody Rod, which menaces 
* your Lives, and the utter Condemnation of your 


ce 


— — —_— 


———_ 


(a) That Library of Oriental Learning, Monſieur D' Herbelot, by 
whoſe Authority I go in moſt reſpects, informs us, That a certain 
Arabian Author, Ebn Abbas, writes, That Noab being puzled a- 
bout the Shape he was to give his Ark, God revealed to bim in 
a Dream, that it muſt be like the Belly of a Bird, and that he muſt 
make it of the Wood of the Tree the Arahs call Sag, which is the 
Indian Plane Tree. Noah having received theſe Orders, he planted 
ſuch a Tree, which in Twenty Years Time, grew ſo big and ſo tall, 
that it yielded Wood enough for his Work : And an ancient Tradition 
adds, That during thoſe Twenty Years, no Woman was deliver'd 
of a Child, fo that all the Infants born at the planting of the Tree, 
were of Years to make their Advantage of Noah's Preaching ; but 


they refuſed, as well as thoſe which were older. Vide in Nouh al 


Nadi. 
dSauls: 
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* Souls: O ſhake off from your Necks, the infap- 
„portable Yoke and Bondage of Hell! wach 
1 Toki are gaping ready to devour your Souls? 
Theſe were the Expreſſions he, indefatigably, repeap 
ed unto them: But to no purpoſe; for that ſinfi 
hardned, and obſtinate Multitude, were both blaw 
and deaf to all the pious Exhortations of the jul 
Patriarch. A Hg +8 
The Maſter-Workmen and Architects laboured, 
with great Diligence and the utmoſt Aſſiduity, #6 
finiſh this mighty and vaſt Machine, which was full 
One hundred Years before it was compleated, from 
the time it was firſt put in Agitation; and all 
that while, Noah continued his Admonitions te 
that head-ſtrong Generation without ceaſing : But 
the more he laboured towards their Converfi- 
on, the leſs Effect it had upon them; and they 
rather anſwered him, That he lyed in all he had told 
them, ſince a hundred Years were already paſt, and 
they ſaw no Sign of any ſuch Things, nor the 
leaſt Appearance of a Flood or Deluge; and there- 
fore, all that he had propheſied to them, ſeemed, they 
ſaid, no other than Impoſtures, Lyes, and Impoſſ- 
bilities. 8 "© 
The Fabrick of the Ark being intirely compleated, 
with all the Diviſions and Appartments, neatly ac- 
commodated in the Inſide, and well caulked and 
nailed without, that the Water might not penetrate; 
the whole Edifice appeared to be of exquiſite Work- 
manſhip, and admirable Contrivance : It was for- 
med after the Manner of a Ship; at the Prow was 
figured a Pigeon's Head, and the Poop repreſented 
the Tail of a Cock: It contained in Length Twelve 
Hundred Cubits (4), from the Head to the Stern, and 
Six Hundred in Breadth. 


Noah) 


— 


(a) In my Author it is mi! ) dozientas warar, &c. I have heard 
it deſcribed and read in other Arabic“ Books, and the Word is 
. always 
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Noah then went up to the higheſt Part of his new- 
built Ark, and with a loud and audible Voice, began 
to call together the living Creatures of the Earth 
(which of all others were the moſt neceſſary for the 
Uſe of Mankind) that they might preſent themſelves, 
Male and Female, before him: They inſtantly came, 
being ſo commanded by the Lord, who ordained, that 
of every Kind Three Couple, with an odd Male, 
ſhould enter into the Ark, ſo that of each Sort they 
were Seven; although the Honoured Alcoran tells us, 
they were not ſo many; and that there went in but 
one Male and one Female, and no more : It may be 
ſo, or as the Alcoran informs us, for that is not what 
is of the greateſt Importance to us. Whether the 
Number of thoſe which went in were ſo many, or 
not, I ſhall not diſpute; but thoſe which did go in, 
went very regularly, and in the exacteſt Order. A 
ſufficient quantity of Stores and Proviſions were pur- 
chaſed and depoſited in the Ark, to ſuſtain and nou- 
riſh them all for a whole Year, if in caſe it ſhould 
happen that their Confinement therein ſhould be of 
ſo long Continuance. In fine, Noah and his Wife, his 
Sons and their Wives, entered into the Ark, and ſhut 
up the Door and the Window, which was at the Top 
thereof; this was covered with moſt clear and tranſ- 
parent (a) Glaſs, nor had they any other Hole left 
from whence they might behold the Water; and this, 
by God's eſpecial Command, was well daubed on the 
outſide with Bitumen, or ſome ſuch glutinous Matter, 
for the greater Security againſt the Impetuoſity of 
the Tempeſt, | 3 


Jus 


always Draa, which in that Language is the Arm, from whence that 
Meaſure of theirs reaching from the Elbow to the Top of the middle 
Finger, takes its Denomination. The Turkiſþ Meaſure is Two Foot, 
or "IT near; but the Spaniſh Vara is about a Yard, as I am in- 
formed. 


(a) It ſeems there was Glaſs in thoſe Ages, if we may give Cre- 
ait to their Aſſertions. 


— 


entered into the Ark, and had ſhut up himſelf an 
bis Family therein, they mocked, ſcoffed, and det 


cc 


Flood of Waters for Seven Days; nor in all that 


bloody Scourge ; But at laſt, ſeeing their Stubborn- 


their Deſtiny, and that no Human Means were ca- 


| 
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The People, when they perceived that Noah wi 


0 dn 


ded him, and laughing, ſaid, © Now thou art well 
* accommodated ; Now thou art mewed up in thit 
*“ Cage with brute Beaſts and Animals, which, 
e truth, are the fitteſt Company for thee. Such ape 
* the Rewards which all Lyars and Impoſtors ought 

to receive in Payment : Where 1s thy Prophecy? 
Where is even the leaſt Appearance or Similitude, 
* nay, any Likelihood of it? 5 


. 
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O Sovereign and Compaſſionate Lord! Who, that 
confides in thy Divine Goodneſs, ſhould ever 
deſpair of thy Mercy and moſt Gracious Pardon? 
Seeing that ſo many Years thou didſt defer and 
prolong the Puniſhment of thoſe condemned and pre- 
deſtinated Wretches, after thou hadſt paſſed Sentence 
upon them; whilſt their obdurate Hearts refuſed to 
acknowledge thy Power, till the Scourge fel] apon 
them when they leaſt expected it! _ =", 


After the Ark was ſhut up, God ſtill detained the 


Interval of Time, was there the leaſt Sign or Proſpect 
of Storm or Tempeſt ; mercitully with-holding His 
avenging Arm in Expectation that poſhbly He might 
diſcover in that wicked Generation ſome Merits, 
whereby His juſtice might withdraw from them that 


neſs and inflexible Obſtinacy hurried them on to 


pable of ſoftning their Obduracy, or diverting their 
Sentence (I mean that dreadful Stroke, the Univer- 
{al Deluge, with which he had threatned them) At 
length, I ſay, weary with ExpeQation, He ſtretched | 

out His ſharp and deſtroying Sword. 


Now 
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Now the Cataracts of the Heavens are opened, 


the Boſoms of the Clouds are rent aſunder, and the 
Waters (a) guſh out of the Earth; all the Rivers 
overflow, and the Seas exceed their Bounds, advance 
ing with moſt amazing Fury and Violence : And cer- 
tain it is, it would have been much worſe, and the 


| whole Univerſe would have been intirely ſwallowed 


up, paſt Recovery, had not Gabriel, by God's Com- 
mand, put certain Limits thereto. _ wo aged 
The People who were marked out for Deſtruction, 


began now to be ſorrowful and afflicted, and to fear 


the great approaching Chaſtiſement : Now they groan, 
and are diſmayed, their Courage fails them, and 
they give themſelves over for loſt : Some run, in 
Hopes to eſcape ; others cry out at Sight of the out- 
rageous Tempeſt : Nothing is heard but Sighs, Groans 
and Lamentations, and every Place 1s filled with 
Weeping, Anxiety, and bitter Complaints. The im- 
petuous Waves furiouſly enter into every Houſe, and 
carry away the tender Infants, whoſe wretched, diſ- 
conſolate Mothers miſerably tear their Breaſts and 
Faces, following their beloved Children; and, hold- 
ing them dead and breathleſs in their Arms, call 


and beckon to their wicked Fathers and Huſbands to 


come to their Aſſiſtance; but they are prevented, by 
the univerſal Calamity from affording them any Suc- 
cour, and ſo are in that lamentable Manner drowned, 
cloſely embracing their unhappy, gulltleſs Babes. 


("Ro * n 


. 


(a) Mahomet in his Alcoran introduces God, ſaying, When the Time 
we had appointed for the-pun'ſhing of Men, was come, and the Oven be- 
gan ty bot} up, and ryn over. This Oven, in Arabick, is called Tannour, and 
differs from the common Overs, which they call Fourn, pl. Froun, 
for it has a narrow opening at the Top, and is generally made of 
Stone. This ſort of Oven, the Mabometans ſay, Eve made uſe of to 
bake her Bread, which came by Inheritance from Patriarch to Pa- 
triarch down to Noah, and from this Oven, they ſay, the Waters of 
the Deluge began firſt to flow, as it were, boiling over, which 
agrees with the Opinion of the Rabbies, who affirm the Waters of 
the Deluge were hot and boiling, See D* Herbelot in Nouh, &c. 


How 


they imagined might be conducive to their Safety; 
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How many bitter Deaths did thoſe Wretches ſuf 
at once! The ſorrowful Mother beholding her dear 
Daughter periſh before her Eyes; the Wife her H 
band ſink in her Sight; the Brothers their Siſters, all 
the affli cted Father the Son he doated on; the Sa 
hangs upon his Father, and both go to the Bottom, 
and are drowned Face to Face. In every Place mf: 
ſerable Outcries of I ſink! I drown ! were to he 
heard, and of, vainly, imploring Succour. The Fouts 
dations of the Edifices are loolened, and the Houſes 
fall, overwhelming their Owners, and all their pom 
pous and coſtly Furniture; the Ark was already en- 
compaſſed with the Planks, &c. of thoſe ruinatel 
Buildmps. | _ 

In the mean while, thoſe who were the wiſeſt, or 
at leaſt the moſt deſirous of Life, omitted nothing 


ſome get up on the Tops of Hills, others on the 
higheſt Towers; ſome aſcend into the largeſt Trees, 
that they might hold by the Boughs, where, throng: 
ing in Multitudes, and clinging one to the other, 
they all fall together, and periſh, Thoſe who were 
in the lofty Towers, and on the higheſt Mountains, 
by Degrees, retreat to the moſt elevated Eminencies 
thereof, but to very little Purpoſe; for now the Waters 
purſue and give chace to them on all Sides, till they 
were drove and reduced to the utmoſt Pinacles and 
Tops to ſeek an imaginary Refuge, where the Stronger 
exerted their Force and Cruelty towards the Weaker, 
mounting up upon them, every one endeavouring what 
he poſſibly could, to prolong his Life, and to be the 
laſt that ſhould die: But, alas! how vain and fruit- 
leſs are all the Efforts of thoſe miſerable Homicides! 
They undergo a Thonſand Deaths in one, beholding 

their neareſt Friends, their Parents, ReGthrs, Siſters, 
Wives and Children, ſtruggling in the remorſeleſs 
Waves, wherein they are devoured; and yet all this 
is not enough to induce them to be reſigned willingly 

to part with the feeble Remains of their fiery rebell. 
| | | ont 
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045 Breath: But notwithſtanding all they could do to 


delay their certain and inevitable Perdition, the grim 
Conqueror confronts them, ſtaring them, viſibly, in 
the Face, and already makes their Beards (a) rrem- 
hiz : They have now no Sanctuary remaining to reſort 
to, not one Step more to aſcend, but are overtaken 
and reduced to their lateſt Gaſ s. 

No mention is made now of the Beaſts and Ani- 
mals of the Earth, either Wild or Domeſtick, they 
having long ſince periſhed ; only the Inhabitants of 
the Air, the Birds and Fowls, for ſome time ſupport- 
ed themſelves on thoſe Wings Nature had provided 
them with, but they could not long ſubſiſt, or ſuſtain 
themſelves under the Vehemency of that tempeſtuous 
Storm, which was ſo terrifying and violent, that 
what with Fear, and what with a long continued 
Motion, they were at length tired and ſpent, and 
how high ſoever they flew, the Tempeſt and Waves 
Hll-overtoo ENT: ers ol 

The Waters were advanced Forty Cubits above 
the Tops of the higheſt Mountains, and all Crea- 
tures which had Life were annihilated (b) and dark- 
ned, except thoſe which I above hinted to have been 
preſerved in the Ark: Thoſe indeed were illuminated 


with the Light of the Great Mahomet, i. e. with 


that Branch of it, which was then in the Poſſeſſion 
of the Juſt Sem, exceeding the Moon in Brightneſs. 
The Rain had continued to pour down without 
Intermiſſion for the ſpace of Forty Days and Forty 
Nights, and One Hundred and Fifteen Days the Earth 
remained intirely covered with Water; This ſtupen- 


ä — 


— 
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hath. 


(4) A very uſual Expreſſion in Arabich, to ſay, Fear makes 
Mens Beards tremble; and not uncommcn in Spain. 


(b) Here ſeems to be meant that Notion of cheirs, That the 
Graves of the Wicked are dark, whereas thoſe of the Righteous are 
gloriouſly enlightned. Hence that frequent Benediction of the 


Arabs, for any Favour received; Adab aitic Dbou fe Cabric, God 
grant you Light in your Grave. | 


dous 
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ous Deluge began on the Seventeenth Day of the 
Moon (a) Rejep, which is the Seventeenth of Api 
according to the Account of the Chriſtians (b). 

The Ark continued in Motion, according to. the 
exacteſt Computation, full Six Moons, and then at 
reſted on the holy and memorable Day of Aſhbora 
(c), which is the Tenth of the Moon Myuharam, upon 
that Mountain of Armenia (d), ſo much celebrated 


throughs 
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(a) Rejep, or Arjem (as it is called by ſome) is the Third Month, 
or rather Moon, in the Arabian Lear; reckoned Sacred by the At» 
_ cient Heathen Idolatrous Arabs, being one of the Four in . 
they were forbid making War; the other Three I ſhall ment! 
on in another Place. It is by the Modern Mabometans likewiſe 
held in ſome Deference. The Word imports Neſpetted and Ar 


noured, and is the proper Name of many Men. 


(6) Por la cuenta nazara, c. Naſara is the Plucal Number of 
Naſarani, by which Name the Mahometans call the Cbriſtians; as 
much as to ſay, Nazarites, or Nazareans. The Eaftern Writers 
gave this Name to the Greeks, &c. by way of Anticipation, long 
before our Saviour's Time. of which D' Herbelor gives ſeveral In. 
ſtances, too long to be inſerted, and not very material. 2 


(c) Mobaram is the firſt Moon of the Arabian Year, the 1oth- 
Day of which is called Aſhora or Aſhours, which in both Hebrew 
and Arabic ſignifies, Ten or Tenth. On this Day the moſt ſcru- 
pulous Mabometans generally Faſt, which was a Cuſtom among the 
Idolatrous Arabs before I/lamiſm was known, which they ſay, was 
on the Account of the Ark's refting, and Noab's entrance, and going 
out from thence, which happened all on that Day. How they can 
make this out, I ſhall not pretend to determine, but leave it to 
others; nor is ſcarce any one unacquainted, that their Year is Lunar. 
Beſides the Regard the Mabometans have for this Day, the Perſians, 
and all other Followers of Ali (Mabomet's Son-in-Law, Husband 
to the Impoſtor's only Daughter Fatimah, and his Couſin Germain, 
being the Son of his Uncle Abou Taleb) have a particular Reaſon to 
obſerve it, ,becauſe Houſſain, the Second Son of Alli, was then 
killed at the Battle of Kerbela; they therefore yearly celebrate the 
Memory of his Death, with Fafts, pompous Funerals, Lamentations 
and diſmal Songs. The Hiſtory of that Prince, ſee in Mr. Okley's | 
Sar, Hiſt. Vol. I. | 


(ad) The Name the Arabians give this Mountain, is, Gioudi; It- 
is in the Country of Moyſal or Diar Rabiab, otherwiſe, by the * 
. _ calle 
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called Diarbihhir in Meſopotamia, at the Foot whereof, is a Hill 
called Thamanin and Corda. Theſe are the Gordian Mountains, 

| Which the Scripture calls Ararat. There is a Tradition among the 
Turks, That the Ark reſted on a Mountain in Armenia, which is by 
them named Bermac Daghti, or the Mountain of the Finger, from 
* Shape; where they affirm, the Remains of the Ark are ſtill to 
be ſeen, See B Herbelot in Gioud. 
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(4) The Word is Gualdada, which is in Spaniſh, Sky-colour Blue. 


Cl chuſe this Place, to hint a very odd Notion of theirs con- 
cernins the Crow, which I never yet found mentioned by any 
Author, and may therefore, perhaps, not be unacceptable to 
ſome of my Readers. They generally affirm, That thoſe Birds were 
White, and ſome ſay, they became Black for not returning to the 
Ak: But the more General Opinion, is this; The Prophet deſign- 
ing to propagate his Holy Religion, and encourage the Profeflors 
thereof, as much as poſlible, called the Crow (who, it ſeems, then 
exceeded the Snow in Whiteftels) and delivered to him the Baraka 
(or Bleiling) of Riches, under his Right Wing, and the Fnalla (or 
Curſe) of Lice, under his Left, with a ſtri& Injunction to caft the 
firſt on the Believers, and the other on the Chriſtians or dae 
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expected Anſwer. When Noah ſaw he came not, ei 
next Morning he let fly a Pigeon, the which cam 
back in the Evening, and brought a green Olives 
branch; and the next Week he ſent her again a 89 
cond Time, but then ſhe returned not; by Ma 
Noah was certified, that the Waters were conſumed 
and dried up: And although he might have then 
gone forth, yet he would not; but waited for Leave 
from his Lord to go out, as he had done at his En- 
trance. Atlaſt, when God was pleaſed to permit it, he 
and his Company, that is, his Family, made their 
Departure out of the Ark on the ſame Day they 
entred therein, having fully and exactly compleated 
a Year. They joyfully, and with great Sincerity, rem 
dered Praiſes and Thankſgivings to the Almighty; 
who had fo graciouſly and bountifully vouchſafed to 
deliver them from ſuch eminent Perils. 2 

Noah then offered as a Sacrifice, thoſe Birds and 
Beaſts which he had obſerved, in the Ark, to be uncou- 
pled, or odd ones; and God laid his Bleſſing upon 
him and his Company, that they might anew in- 
creaſe and multiply Humane kind; and ordained, 
that all Creatures ſhould aſſemble together, and obey 
his Commands in whatſoever he ſhould require of 
them. He commanded the Herbs, Plants and Trees 
to bring forth their Fruits in the greateſt Abundance; 


and that the World ſhould be Peopled better than it 
was before. MW 
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but the Knaviſh Crow, maliciouſly, or otherwiſe, made an unlucky 
Blunder, beſtowing on the Faithful, the Curſe, inſtead of the 
Bleſſing. This they commonly tell Travellers, if they upbraid them 
with their Lou/meſs, to which they are extremely ſubje&, I ſpeak 
of the Arabs and Africans, who dwell abroad in Tents. Nothing 
is more common among all the Arabians in general, when they re- 
commend any Thing to another's Care, than this Expreſſion, Aman 
el Grab el Khahab, that is, The Truſt of the Black Crow, as if they 
faid, Remember how the Crow was ſerv d for Breach of Truſt, 


The 
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The Flood being over, the Earth at Peace, and all 
Creatures recovered from the general Conſternation; 
Noah called together his Sons, and ſaid unto them; 
* Beloved Sons, Remember theſe my Words, with, 
* which I admoniſh you for the Health of Your Souls: 
“ Retain always in your Memories the late paſt 
* Tuſtice which your Lord has executed upon thoſe 
* miſguided and deluded People; and that his Scourge 
* 1s ſtill in his Hand, 5 is lifted up to chaſtiſe 
* thoſe who keep not his Precepts; Him alone it is 
* you are to worſhip and adore; Him who admits 
* of no Equal or Companion; He it is who gives 
* you Lite, and prolongs it; *tis He who ſuſtains and 
* nouriſhes his Creatures; and He it is alone, who 
commands and governs all Things. Love and 


” g 5 


* cheriſh one another with a fervent Affection and 
* Conſtancy ; and in ſo doing, your Deeds ſhall ſhine 
* before him, and your Fields and Flocks ſhall pro- 
* duce you Riches and Subſtance, with Bleſſings 
* and Abundance: And fo the Lord's Benediction and 
mine be upon you.” To his Son Sem (which was 
he who had inherited the Light from him) he, in par- 
ticular, addreſſed himſelf; and in the ſame Manner 
f as Adam, heretofore, had done to his Son Seth, he re- 
$ W commended that eſpecial Gift to his Care. 19 
After many Years were paſt, and the deſart, ſoli- 
t tary World began, in ſome Meaſure, tobe re-peopled, 
the Inhabitants were diſperſed in ſeveral remote 
and diſtant Parts, whither the good Noah made fre- 
quent Peregrinations, encouraging and exhorting the 
eople to till, ſow, and cultivate the Earth. His 
venerable Preſence raiſed in them ſuch an Emulation, 
that they ardently ſtrove to excel one the other in 
Buildings, and ſuch like Occupations; as alſo in 
the Knowledge of the Motions and Courſes of the Pla- 
nets. He gave the firſt Original to the Invention of 
Weights and Meaſures, and all the other Sciences re- 
quiſite to the furthering 5 mutual Traffick * 
| | 2 Or- 


this, he, preſently after, was deprived of his Speech 


thruſting out and extending his, when he mocked his Father. 
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Correſpondence of Mankind, at leaft thoſe which 
were of the greateſt Neceſſity and Importance, + 
It happened one Day, that among other Expert 
ments he made, he gathered ſome ripe Bunches of 
Grapes, which grew on a neighbouring Vine; and 


preſling out the Juice, he drank plentifully thereof, 


being deſirous to know what Effect that, and all other 
Fruits and Plants, would produce: Having drank 


and Senſes, to ſuch a Degree, that, with a violent 
Qualm and Loathing in his Stomach, he fell to the 
Ground. © This ſeems evidently to confirm the Opint 
* on of thoſe, who hold, that this was the Fruit which 
Eve eat of.” Upon this, a Grandſon (2) of his 
chanced to come to the Place where his good Grand- 
father lay, in ſuch an indecent Poſture, that he beheld 
his Private Parts, which were bare, without any thing 


to conceal them; and, inſtead of covering them, wit 


immoderate Laughter, he haſtily called his Father 


Zafed, who, together with him, greatly ſcoffed at, 
and derided the Holy Patriarch; till at laſt Sem came, 


and modeftly hiding his Face, he concealed the Na- 


* 
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(a) Whatſoever Books our Author has conſulted for this, he ſeems 
to be very much out in his Chronology, by the Relations I have 


heard my ſelf, and by what I find written by their own Doctors. 


By this Grandſon he may be ſuppoſed to mean, Caanan or Canaan, 
the Son of Ham, whom the Author of the Taarich Thabari, ſays, Noab 
curſed, together with his Father Ham, wherein he ſwerves not much 


from Holy Writ. He adds, That by Virtue of this Curſe, Ham was 


not only made ſubje& to his Brothers, but that the Colour of his 
Fleſh was changed and become Black; and that when Noah beheld 
this ſudden and ſut prizing Alteration, he was moved to Compaſſion, 


and prayed to God to grant, that his Brothers might have Pity and 
Affection to him; which Interceſſion of his was heard; for though 


the Poſterity of Sam are Slaves in all Parts of the World, yet they 
are generally ſought after, and uſed with Humanity and Tendernefs. 
This I remember to have heard read out of the aforeſaid Author, 
and is likewiſe repeated in a manner Verbatim in D'Herbelot, under 
the Name Ham ben Nouh, They ſay, (as do the Jews) That 
the Thickneſs and Largeneſs of the Negroes Lips, proceed from Ham's | 


kedneſs 


„ 
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kedneſs of his venerable Parent with his Mantle; 
This he did with great Reſpect and Reverence, re- 
buking his Brothers. for their {ſhameleſs and undutiful 
Laughter and Deriſion. » 


When Noob came to himſelf, and was recovered 


from his paſt Fit of Drunkenneſs, and underſtood 


how he had beeg ſcoffed and laughed at, he was ex- 
tremely incenſed againſt his Son Fafed; inſomuch, 
that he curſed him, and laid a Mark ow hun, diſ- 
inheriting and depriving him of the Poſſeſſion of any 
of his acquired Goods and Subſtance, or of his Grace 
and Benediction. From hence the ſacred (a) Sunna 
deprives and diſinherits the diſobedient Son, from the 
enjoying his Father's - Riches and Protection, fo that 
he who honours not his Parents, ſhall enjoy none of 
their Poſſefſions. 


The Curſe of Noah was fo penetrating and exten- 
ſive, that it will endure in this World till its final 
Diſſolution, and whilſt there remain Creatures upon 


whom it may take Effect, on the Lineage and Poſte- 


rity of Fafed; for they, among all other Nations, ſhall 


| be diſtinguiſhed by their disfigured and difcoloured 


Countenances. From him are deſcended the Negroes 
and the Machuches, (b) whoſe obſcure and diſmal 


— _— 


(a) Sonnah is the Name of a Book, among the Makometars held in 
the higheſt Veneration. This Arabick Word, properly, ſignifies what 
the Hebrews call Miſhnah, the Second Law, or the Oral or Verbal 
Law, which was not writ by the Legiſlator ; but only taken from 
what he ſaid or did, and preſerved by Tradition from Hand to Hand 
by Perſons- in Authority. The plural Number of this Word is 
Sonan or Sunen, and ſeveral Mabometan Doctors have given this Title 
to their Works, wherein they gather all that is Obligatory or of 
Precept in the Mabometan Law, though it be not expreſly cammand- 
ed in the Alcoran. See D' Herbelot in Sonnah. 


(5) Deſte tomaron principio los Machuches a quien Ilaman los 
G 3 Com: 


Negros, Ce. 
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Complexions, they inherit from their (3) Original | 
Anceſtor Fafed, who had his Colour changed from 
White into Black, when he loft that Grace and Per- 
fection which he, at firſt, enjoyed. All that he loſ, 
revolved upon Sem, who by his laudable and vertnous 

Behaviour, obtained great Praiſe, and became the 
moſt perfect in all commendable Qualifications. This 
was he, whom the juſt Ia, or Zeſug, at the Petition of 
the I/raelites, raiſed from the Grave, from whence he 
came moſt ſtrangely disfigured ; his Beard and 
Head being half Black and half White; he imagining, 
that the Day of Judgment was come, and that he 
was called to render Account of his Actions. 

Of this Sem, was born (b) Arfahan, from who 
Name the Hebrew Language firſt had its Original: 
From him deſcended Fa/aile, and from thence the 
| Light paſſed to Sareg, of whom was begotten Argon, 
and from him it was changed to Tareh or (c) Toy 

e 1 15 This 
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(a) This is the greateſt Error I find my Author guilty of, through: 
out his whole Work; for here he, unaccountabty, confounds both 
the Poſterities, making thoſe of Ham and Faphet to be but one and 
the ſame 3 wherein he deviates from the general Opinion of all thoſe 
of his Perſuafion, who all agree, that the Blacks are deſcended from 
Ham. Their univerſal Notion is, That all Good proceeded from 
Shem, and the contrary, I mean all pernicious deftrugive Genera- 
tions, from Faphet, whom they hold to be Noah's eldeſt Son. By 
theſe Evil Generations, they mean the Scythians, Turks, Tartars, 
Goths, Vandals, and, in fine, all the Northern Nations, which have 
fince over-run all Afia and Europe. His Word Machuches, certainly 
15 intended fer Gog and Migog, which in Arabick is Tagiouge and Ma- 
giouge. D'Herbelot treats largely of this, under the Names Nouh, 
Fafeth ben Noub, Figicuge wa Magiouge, &c. 1 


(5) For this and the following Names, look back in the Genes- 
Jogy, p. 64. e ES: 5 


(c) Of this Tareb, whom they make to be Abrabam's Grandfather, 
rake what I meet with in D'Herbelot, under the Name Abraham. 
Fic has it thus; Abraham, whom the Arabs call Ebrabim, the Per- 
fians and Turks Ibrahim, according to Taarikh Mon:*hbeb, was the 
don of Mar, and Grandſon of Tareh : It is general ly concluded, Fo 
S {> j «Cl So | F Moſes 5 


RE 
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This was the Father of Ezar, that famous Idolater, 
upon whom God was, myſteriouſly, pleaſed to fix the 
Sacred, Hereditary Lzzht; but for what Reaſon He alone 
knows, for no Mortal can dive into His Secrets; and 
although, as to what concerned the Rites of Religion, 
and the Ceremonies we ought to practiſe in this Hu- 
mane Life, he was an Unbeliever, yet in his Actions 
he was, otherwiſe, a good Moraliſt. Abraham was 
the Son of this Man: Obſerve the Difference! For 
though the Father was an impious Idolater, the 
Son was abundantly replemſhed with Grace. On 
this Account, the Holy Alcoran tells us, © That 
* God cauſes the Dead to proceed from the Living, 
* and the Living from the Dead ;” from a juſt Man 
comes an Infidel, who begers a Generation, as Ezar 
fprung from Terab, and from Ezar, ſuch a Patriarch 
as Abraham; whoſe notable Deeds require ſome Reſpite 
and Refreſhment, to enable me to ſing them; for my 
Voice is now too much tired to begin ſo great an Under- 
taking. 


* 


—— I. 


Moſes's Tareh, was the Azar of the Arabs, becauſe, according to the 
Hebrew Text of Geneſis, that Patriarch was the Son of Tareb; 
for in all Mahometan Hiſtories, Abraham is called the Son of Axar: 
Yet it appears, that the Arabs do not mean the ſame Perſon by 
thoſe Two Names, ſince Tareh is by them made Abrabam's Grandfather. 
Had our Chronologiſts, who have taken ſo much Pains to reconcile 
the Tpocha of Abraham's Tranſmigration, with the Years of his Age, 
and the Death of Tareb, been acquainted with this Genealogy of the 
Arabians, perhaps they would not have needed to fly to a Second 
Tranſmigration of the Patriarch, not mentioned in Scripture; and 
they might eaſily ſolve all their Difficulties, by admitting of Two 
Tarehs, one of which, called alſo Aar, was Father, and the other 
Grandfather, to Abraham; which is not repugnant to Scripture. 
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©CHAE MI, 
The HISTORY of ABRAHAM. 


| Nimrod's Prophetick Dream concerning Abraham. 


His Idolatry and Cruelty, Abraham's Birth, 
He is caſt out by his Mother into a Cave, Hu 
miraculous Preſervation there. His early Knows 
ledge of God, by Divine Tuſfiration. Is perſe- 
cuted by his idolatrous Parents, and by the impi- 
ous Nimrod. Deſtroys the Idols in Babylon, 
and is caſt into a prodigious Pile of Fire, out of 
an Engine made by the Devil. That monſtrous 
Fire deſcrib d. The Angel Gabriel defends 
and preſerves him, &c. Nimrod's miſerable 
Death, &c. 1 


PILES TREAT next of Him, whoſe Superna- 


being not, inthe leaſt, worthy the Name 
of Parents ; having caſt him ont, and abandoned him 
to the Care of Providence, before he had well ſeen the 
Light. Who, in Fourteen Days after his Birth, was in- 
ſpired with fo uncommon a Portion of Divine 3 

| „%%% ĩ Od odd that 
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that heattained, in that moſt tender Age, to the true 
and perfect Knowledge of the Omnipotent Creator and 
suſtainer of the Heavens, and their Motions : He, who 
inſtead of thoſe Blandiſhments, and that tender Care 
practiſed throughout the whole World, in the nouriſn- 
ing and breeding up Children in their Infancy, had 


Stones thrown at him by his inhumane, wicked, and 


deteſtable Parents, who, by the Ties of Natural Af- 
fection, ought to have been more careful of his Pre- 
ſervation : Yet they, not having the Fear of God be- 
fore their Eyes, moſt cruelly perſecuted him, and, in 
the end, delivered him up into the Power of his mortal 


and implacable Enemy, the impious Nimrod, by whom 


he was committed to the Fire. This ever-famous 
Perſon was the moſt holy and juſt Abraham, whoſe 
Mother was no ſooner Delivered of him, but ſhe car- 
ried him to a frightful, obſcure Cave, in a defart 
unhoſpitable Mountain, that he might eſcape the 
Sword of that Idolatrous and Blood-thirſty King 
Nimrod, of whom ſuch infernal and diabohcal Tranſ- 
actions are recorded. x 

This Monſter was terribly frightened in a Dream 
by a Viſion of Hell, whereby his gmlty Conſcience 
became fo inſupportable to him, that he could take no 
manner of Reſt: In this horrible Viſion it was re- 
vealed to him, that the Hour approached in which 
a Male-child ſhould be born, who would overthrow 
ul his Falſe Gods, and aboliſn his abominable Ido- 
atries, 3 . 

We muſt take Notice, That this ſame wicked King 
had, not long before, iſſued out a Proclamation, ex- 
preſly ordaining, commanding, and compelling all 
his Subjects, without Exception or Diſtinction, to 
reſort to his Palace, and to fall down and worſhip 
him; and to pay the ſame Adorations to him, that are 


due to the Moſt High and Supreme Creator, and to 


none but Him alone; whilſt he himſelf, 1mpiouſly, 
and preſumptuouſly, worſhipped and fell down before 
Statues, Idols, and Images made of Wood, 3 
1 2k. £25 5 ff | an 
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and Metals; among the which, was one, in partigh 
lar, that was moſt richly cloathed in Gold, and pom 
pouſly adorned with precious Jewels; This Idol 
Name was Tera. ; i 

(a) The aforeſaid Dream or Viſion, had fo great 
an Influence upon this 1dolatrous and vicious Ki 
that he immediately cauſed all the Southſayers and 
Magicians throughout his whole Dominions, to be 


aſſembled 


— — —-„—3 — 
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(4) Not to depend, intirely, upon the Credit of this my Author, 
and likewiſe to let the Readers ſee, that he does not invent theſe 
Fables himſelf; I thought fit to tranſcribe this Story of Abraham 

as I find it tranflated by Monſieur D' Herbelot, out of an Arabir 
Book, entitled El Maalem; and ſince it contains many notable 
Circumſtances, as alſo ſome Variations from that of my Spaniſh 
Moor, I hope it will not be unacceptable to the Curious. Theſe 
are the very Words. - © Nimrod, the Son of Chanzan, thought 
© to be the firft King after the Flood, refided in Babylon, which 
& City he himſelf had built. This Prince, in a Dream, ſaw a Star 
© riſe above the Horizon, whoſe Light darken'd that of the Sun; 
“ and having conſulted his Magicians about it, they all unanimouſly 
agreed, that a Child would be born in Babylon, who, in a ſhort 
“ Time, would become a great Prince; whom there was great 
“ Reaſon to fear, though he was not yet begotten. Nimrod, ina 
6 Fright, immediately orcer'd, that the Men ſhould be parted 
* from their Wives, and appointed an Officer to every Ten Houſes, 
ce to hinder them from ſeeing one another. Azar, one ot the Prin- 
e cipal Men of Nimred's Court, and his Son-in-Law, d:ccived his 
„ Guards, and lay a Night with his Wite, whole Name was Adna. 
« The next Day the Southſayers, who, during this Time, made 
ce their Obſervations every Moment, came to Nimrod, aud told 
« him, That the Child, with which he was threaten'd, was begot 
« that very Night; for which Reaſon, he order'd all the Women 
© with Child to be ſtrictly obſerv'd, and all the Male Children they 
ce brought forth, to be put to Death. Adna, ſhewing no Tokens 
« of being with Child, was not taken Notice of; ſo that, when ſhe 
©« was near her Time, ſhe had the Opportunity of going out of 
© Town, to be deliver'd ; as ſhe was, in a Cave, and having ſhut 
e jt up carefully, ſhe return'd to the City, where ſhe told her 
* Husband, ſhe had been deliver'd of a Son, who died as ſoon as 
©« born. However, ſhe went often to the Cave to viſit her Child, 
ce and to give it ſuck; but ſhe always found him ſucking his Fingers- 
« Ends, one of which gave him Milk, and the other Honey. She 
*« was much aſtoniſhed at this Miracle, and no leſs overjey'd, per- 
6 & celvingy. 


(for fear he ſhould miſs of the right one meant in the 


* liver'd of, and had made him believe was dead, was now living, 


** knowledged ſome Deity ; and, in fine, many own'd no other God 
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aſſembled together at his Capital; and upon a folemn 
Conſultation, it was finally reſolved, That, without 
Delay or Exception, all the new-born Infants ſhould 
be put to the Sword. Which inhumane Edict was 
inſtantly put in Execution, and performed by his 
Miniſters of Iniquity, without the leaſt Remorſe , 
inſomuch that this deluded and Blood-thirſty Tyrant 


Viſion, and miraculouſly preſerved in the Defart 
Mountain) thought to make ſure of him, by cauſing 
the Throats of Twelve thouſand Innocents to be = | 
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« cejving, that Providence took care to nouriſn her Child, and 
&« ſhe had no more Occaſion to make any Proviſion for him; Yet 
« the could not forbear ſeeing him ſometimes ; and ſhe perceiv'd, 
„that he grew as much in a Day, as other (Children did in a Month. 
& Scarce Fifteen Moons were paſt, when her Son appear to her 
© like a Lad of Fifteen Years of Age, and he not been yet out of 
« the Cave, when Adna told Azar, That the Son ſhe had been de- 


* and of a very uncommon Beauty and Comelineſs. Arat repairing 
to the Cave, and having ſeen his Son, bad Adna bring him to 
„Town, intending to preſent him to Nimrod, that he might be ad- 
« vanc'd, and ſettled at Court. At Night Adna went for him, and 
“fed him through a Meadow, where Cows, Horſes, Camels, and 
„Sheep were grazing : Abrabam, who had never ſeen any living 
* Creature. beſides his Father and Mother, ask'd the Names of all 
* thole Things he beheld, and Adna told him the Names, Qualities, 
* and Uſe of every Thing he inquired about. Abraham ask'd again, 
Who had made all thoſe ſeveral Kinds of Creatures? Adna faid, 
** There is nothing in this World, but has its Creator and its Lord, 
* upon whom it has its Dependance. Abrabam reply'd, Who is it 
then, that brought me into the World? And on whom do I de- 
“ pend? It is I, anſwered the Mother. Who is your Lord, ſaid 
* Abraham? Aar your Father, ſaid ſhe, Abraham ask'd her, 
* Who was his Father's Lord ? And being told, it was Nimrod, he 
© wa> then defirous to know, Who was Nimrod's Lord? His Nother 
finding herſelf too tar preſs'd, ſaid; You muſt not be fo inqui- 
©* ſitive,- my Child; it may be of a dangerous Conſequence to you. 
* At that Time, there were ſeveral Sorts of Idolaters in Chaldea, 
** where Nimrod reign'd : Some adored the Sun, others the Moon, 
and the Stars; ſome fell down before Statues, in which they ac- 


but 
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But to return to our ſolitary and diſtreſſed Innocent 
When Night approached, and he began to be pin d 
with Hunger, having as yet, ſince his Birth, taſted 
Suſtenance, the Angel Gabriel deſcended, and putting the 
Child's Two Fingers into its Mouth, it received a full and 
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© but Nimrod, Abraham, going by Night from his Cave to the 
„ Town, ſaw, and took Notice of the Stars; and, among the reſt, 
© in particular, that of Venus, which was by many adored; and 
< ſaid to himfelf; Perhaps, that is the God and Lord of the World! 
* But ſome Time after, upon Second Reflections, he ſaid; I pet. 
4 ceive, that Star ſets, and vaniſhes, ſo that it cannot be the Lord 
of the World; for He cannot be ſubje& to ſuch a Change! He 
* afterwards look d upon the Full Moon, and concluded as he had 
done of Venws ;, but ſeeing her deſcend to the Horizon, and dif- 
s appear, he made the ſame Concluſion, as of the (aid Star. Hay. 
e ing ſpent all the reſt of the Night in ſuch like Thoughts, he ws 
« near Babylon by Sun: riſing; and there beheld abundance of Peo- " 
« ple fall down, and worſhip that Luminary ; whereupon he con- 
„ jequr'd, as he had done before; till ſeeing him decline like the 
* others, he ſaid, That could not be his Creator, his God, or his 
Lord, any more than the reſt. When Aar preſented his Son 
& Abraham to Nimrod, that Prince was fitting on a lofcy Throne; 
« about which, ſtood in Order many beautiful Slaves, of both 
„ Sexes. Abraham ask'd his Father; Who that was above all the 
„ reft? Who anſwer'd, That he was Lord af all tho'e he ſaw there, 
4 and that all thoſe People acknowledged him for their God. 
& Abraham then looking at Nimrod, who had a very hard-favour'd 
'£: Countenance; demanded of his Father, How was it poſſible, that 
* he, whom he called his God, ſhoald make Creatures ſo much more 
« agreeable and handſome than himſelf; ſince, of neceſſity, the 
« Creator muſt, in all Reſpects, be more perfe# than his Creatures? 
This was the firſt Opportunity Abraham laid hold of to undeceive 
« his Father, concerning Idolatry; and to preach to him the Vnny 
“ of God, the Creator of all Things, whoſe Omnipotence had 
« been revealed to him. This his Zeal cauſed him then to incur 
« his Father's Diſpleaſure, and was afterwards the Occaſion of his 
% having great Conteſts and Controverſies with the Chief Men of 
& Nimrod's Court, who would not conform to, nor allow of the 
« Truths he taught them. The Report of theſe Differences at 
length reaching Nimrod's Ears, that cruel and haughty Prince 
© causd him to be caſt into a burning Furnace; from which he 
came out ſafe and ſound, without ſuffering the leaft Damage by 
« the Fire. | 


This Diſpute of Abraham's, is mentioned in the Alcoran, in the 
Chapter intitled Anaam. | 1 3 
: ſufficient 
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ſufficient Nouriſnment; for, from one of the Fingers 
diſtilled moſt ſweet and delicious Milk, and from the 
other, Honey of an admirable Flavour. In this 
Manner was he nouriſhed for Fourteen Days, and 
then opening his Eyes, and lifting up his Head, he 
beheld the Morning Star, and ſaid; This, donbtleſs, 


js the God whom I am to adore! But when he had 
| for ſome Time gazed thereon, and faw it deſcend by 


Degrees, and at laſt go down below the Horizon, 
quite out of his Sight, he cry'd out, faying, I'II 


| «© never worſhip any God, that vaniſhes ſo ſoon!“ 


Preſently after, he ſaw the Moon fhining exceedingly 

bright and reſplendent ; but perceiving her to ſet alſo, 
he cry'd out in a great Concern, *© I ſhall be utterly 

«© loft, if not remedy'd by ſome more ſtable and more 

* ſubſtantial Deity ! And ſo he paſſed the finall Re- 

mainder of the Night, in the utmoſt Anxiety of 
Thought and perplexing Imaginations; For that Soul 

which God touches, is ſeldom or never unafrve. But 

when it was perfectly Light, and he, with Amaze- 

ment, beheld the chearful Appearance of the glorious 
Sun, he made a loud and joyful Exclamation, and 
ſaid, This, certainly, is my Lord and God; for he 
is greater and more beautiſul than the others !ꝰ But 
when that Planet had likewiſe run its Natural Courſe, 
and diſappeared like the reſt, he then ſaid; © I believe 
not, neither will I confide in Gods ſo unfixed, 
* and of ſo little Stability; All theſe are, of Necef- 
* ſity, guided by one Sole and Superior Motion, and 
* in Him, by whom they are governed, will I con- 
* fide and believe all my Life: Him it is I revere 
and adore: And I affirm, that the Heavens and 
„the Earth were created by One, and only One; To 
* Him, and none but Him, will I proſtrate my Face, 
* without acknowledging, that He has any Equal 
or Competitor, or that any is worthy to ſtand in 
Competition with Him. | 


No 


with his Face proſtrate on the Earth, ſhe accoſted him 
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No ſooner had he ſpoken theſe Words, but he 
down proſtrate upon the Ground, adoring and 
ſhipping his great Creator; as havingattained the ti 
Knowledge of Him, by the Obſervations he had made 
of the Motions of the Heavenly Planets. 
At the ſame Inſtant, his unnatural Mother was m 
Tpir'd by the Lord with a Maternal Care, to know 

what was become of her Child; *Tis true, he had never 
been out of her Thoughts, from the Time ſhe had f 
inhumanely abandoned him to periſh in that diſmal 
Solitude; but now ſhe was reſolved to go and ſee MM 
he was dead: And indeed, how could ſhe expect the 

contrary ? So ſhe haſten'd towards the Mountain, and 
when ſhe arrived at the Cave, ſhe beheld the Youth Ml © 
almoſt at his full Growth, in ſo few Days after his 
firſt Appearance in the World, and endowed with ſuch 
Knowledge and Qualifications, educated without the 
Aſſiſtance of a Tutor, that ſhe had not the leaſt Suſpj: 
cion who he was; but ſeeing him, as I have ſand, 


Puſſy, 


in this Manner; Have you not ſeen, Young Man, ſaid 
ſhe, an Infant I left here in this Cave about Fifteen 
Days ſince, and of whom I have had no Tidings, nar 
Rnow I what's become of him? Abraham, upon this, di 
covered himſelf, giving his Mother to underſtand, that 
he was the Son ſhe inquired after, and with great Hu- 
mility, kneeling down, craved her Bleſſing: She, tho 
ſcarcely believing what he ſaid, raiſed him up, and, 
with unexpreſſible Joy, receiv'd him in her Arms, and 
after many tender and Motherly Kiſſes and Embraces, 
ask'd him; To whom it was he was making thoſe Ado- 
rations, when ſhe found him in that Poſlure of Humi- 
ity ? For, ſaid ſhe, Thoſe Poltures of Worſhip, belong 
only to Him whom we adore, and in whom we belieue; 
nor ought they to be beſtow'd upon any other. To which 
he anſwered ; © Moſt honoured Mother, I have ſeen 
cc and obſerved the Heavens and their Motions, the 
ce Sun, the Moon, and the Stars; and by the Remarks 
* Ihave made thereon, I perceive, that they all, and 

| mo * every 
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* every one of them, take their Natural Courſe, and 
then abſcond and diſappear, and that none of them 
4 all are fixd and ſtable, nor is it in their Power to 
« be ſo; ſo that it is my Opinion, and J afhrm it. to 


« be true, That there is, of a certainty, One only 
Great and Powerful Lord, who rules over all theſe, 


WE and by whom their Motions are governed; Him 
( alone it is I firmly believe to be perfealy Good 
(and Holy; in only Him it is I confide, and Him 
1 revere and adore: And I further aver, That all 
WW © Worſhip or Adoration whatſoever, that is, or ſhall 
be made to any other Deity, is falfe, idolatrous, 
and erroneous, the which I poſitively renounce = 
_ od , REN 1 
5 His Mother, being highly incens'd at this, witli 
the utmoſt Concern and Indignation let go her Arms, 
e which held him ſtrictly embraced ; and puſhing him 
from her, uſed all the Perſuaſions ſhe was capable of 
, WH uttering, to induce him to embrace that curſed and 
n Wl 1dolatrous Worſhip introduced by the Devil, which, 
d infallibly, leads the deluded Obſervers thereof to the 
Flames of Hell. But to all her Arguments, her ver- 
„ tuous Son only reply'd; Da you not bluſh for Shame, 
o entertain and vindicate ſuch vile Thoughts and Imagt- 
it nations ? Believe what ] believe; and affirm, for an 
u: zconteſtable Truth, what I affirm to be ſo ; wbich 
o W's the only certain Way to Eternal Happineſs and Sal. 
d, vation, © | | | | 
Id This ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Mother, hearing 
s, this her Son's reſolute and determined Anſwer, lifted 
„up her Hand, and ſtruck him a great Blow on the 
i. Face, and after that, blind with Fury and Indigna- 


tion, took up Stones and threw at him, ſtill aiming at 
his beautiful and lovely Face; and ſo, in the greateſt 

| Rage and Paſſion imaginable. left him, and ran home 
with all poſſible Speed to call her Huſband; all which 
ſhe did with a moſt diabolical Intent. | 
When ſhe found him, ſhe accoſted him in theſe 
Words; © Hear, O Ezar, with Attention, my I 
OE have 
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e have to ſay to you, for I am going to divulgsa 


0 


N 


Secret of very great Importance: You muſt kniy, 
that when I was delivered of my Child ſome Days 
ago, out of a Motherly Compaſhon and Tender 
neſs, and not to ſee it Maſſacred before my Eye, 
as ſo many Thouſands were, even in their Parents 
Arms, notwithſtanding my weak Condition, 1 
** carry'd it out into yonder Mountain; and, that 
this Action of mine might be the better concealed, 
J left it hidden in a certain Cave that is in the | 
* ſaid Mountain; and to Day, returning thither, 
expecting to have found it had been devoured by 
ſome ravenous Beaſt, or dead with Hunger and 
Thirſt for want of looking after; I, to my great 
Aſtoniſhment, found him alive and well, but pro- 
e ſtrate with his Face to the Earth, paying his De 
votions and Adorations to ſome ſtrange God, dif 
« ferent from Him whom we Worſhip and Believe 
© in , and altho' I omitted nothing, but us'd all ima- 
_ « ginable Endeavours to perſuade, and to bring him 
% over to conform himſelf to our Worſhip, and to 
convince him of his Errors; yet, notwithſtanding 
all I could ſay, he, moſt perverſely, continued ob- 
<« ſtinate, with aſtoniſhing Contumacy : And if he, who 
was born, as it were, but Tefierday, ſhews us fo 
little Deference and Reſpect, what will he do when 
ce grown up to Years of Maturity? It appears to 
me plain and evident, and is my firm Opinion, 
That this muſt needs be Him, concerning whom 
our Wiſe-men, South-ſayers, and Magicians have 
« propheſy'd; Him it moſt ſurely is, upon whoſe 
« Account the cruel and bloody King Nimrod cauſed 
the innocent Children to be deſtroy'd with ſuch an 
« unheard-of Barbarity, thinking thereby to take 
Vengeance for thoſe terrifying Dreams and Viſions 
* he had, and the which had difturbed his Repoſe 
“ ſo exceedingly.” 
Ezar, hearing thoſe wonderful, and hardly cre- 
dible Tidings, fell into ſo exceſſive a Paſſion, * 
. 1 
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he could ſcarce contain himſelf ; but, guided by his 
Fury, flew to the Cave where his virtuous. Son 
had been left; where being. arrived, and they 


had mutually made themſelves. known to each other, 


this Prodigy of Infants began to give him, the ſame 
Admonitions, and to uſe the very ſame Arguments, 


in order to convert him to the Truth, as he had be- 


fore uſed with his mis-be/ieving Mother, making him 
the ſame Propoſals. But this bind and perverſe Ido- 
later, taking the ſelf ſame vile and prepoſterous Me- 
thod as his faithleſs Spouſe had already taken, and his 


| Eyes glowing with Rage and Choler, he fell upon 


him, beating, bruiſing, and wounding his beautiful 
Face with cruel and mercileſs Blows, throwing Stones 
at him in a moſt brutiſh and ſavage manner ; and 
then, like a Fire-brand of Hell, or a fierce and rapa- 
cious Tyger, or an hungry Dragon, he haſtened away 
to Nimrod, with loud Exclamations, and coming, in 
this furious Manner, before that Tyrant's Throne, 
he caſt himſelf upon his Knees, and faid: 
* Know, O moſt Powerful, and moſt Mighty Mo- 
* narch ! that, of a Certainty, it is my Son whom 


| © your Majeſty ſearches for; for, no Doubt is to be 


* made, but that he it is of whom the Southſayers 
have ſo often Prognoſticated; I am juſt this Mo- 
ment come from him, and have left him in a Cave 
not far from hence, where he is making his De- 
© votions, and paying Adorations to another Deity 
© beſides your Majeſty : His Name is Abraham : And 
© it is a Matter of the utmoſt Conſequence, that you 
* ſhould immediately ſend to have him ſeized, or 
„ killed; for I am certainly of the Opinion, that 
* if he 1s ſuffered to live, he will extinguiſh, or, at 
: 2 S your Glory, and intirely diſturb your 
„„ 
When Nimrod heard this, he, without Heſitation, 
inſtantly diſpatched away a great Band of his War- 
riors, with expreſs Orders to bring him dead or 


alive. | 8 
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Wall, falling upon them, they were every one of all 


tion of his anbelieving Father, who was always his 


vinced of the great Myſteries He had depoſited in 


arch. 
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The Mighty Lord of Hoſts, upon this Occafiati 
ſhewed a moſt miraculous and wonderful Myſtery; 
for between Abraham and thoſe who were ſent out | 
apprehend him, He erected Three high,. ſtrong, and 
unaſſaultable Walls ; the ontermoſt whereof was com- 
pos'd of Fre. The Angel Gabriel deſcended at the 
ſame Time, encouraging Abraham, with many Ex 
hortations, that he ſhould fear nothing from his Ene 
mies; telling him, That his preſent Companion wat 
ſtronger, and more powerful than they. However, 
they began the Aſſault very furiouſly ; but the Fire, MW 
which iſſued out from that outermoſt, or moſt advene l 


that Number burnt, and fo periſh'd miſerably: 
While the Bleſſed Youth, protected by God, and the 
Holy Angels, remained joyful and unconcerned in that 
miraculous Fortreſs, without receiving the leaſt Hurt 
or Detriment from thoſe perilous Snares which were 
laid for him, and the imminent Dangers his Life 
was threatned with. 2 
He underwent many other Dangers and Perſecu- 
tions, worthy to be recorded (as they are by ſeveral 
Writers) and all thro' the Means, and at the Inſtiga- 


greateſt and moſt inveterate Adverſary; till at laſt, 
in Proceſs of Time, it was God's Pleaſure to permit 
him to be delivered into the Hands of King Nim- 
rod, who took him Priſoner; This the Lord permit- 
ted, that the Infidel People might be the better con- 


the Breaſt of this moſt righteous and venerable Patri. 
| The chief Motive that induced the Tyrant, at that 
Time, to perſecute him fo ſeverely, was that memor- 
able Action of his, ſo artfully contrived and tranſacted 


by this Renowned Servant of God, upon the Day of 
their Great Paſcaa, or principal Feſtival, at the Tims 
when all the Inhabitants of the City were aſſembled 
— 0 
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together to worſhip Nimrod like a Deity. Upon 
this Occaſion, that Prince would needs cauſe his Fa- 
ther Azar to go to him with his Command, that he 
ſhould come to the Palace and make his Adorations 
to him, as the reſt did. Abraham, for an Excuſe, feign- 
ed himſelt to be indiſpoſed; but as ſoon as his Fa- 
ther had left him, he repaired to the great and ſtately 
Temple, where all the Idols were kept, which, it 
ſeems, 42ar had cauſed tobe made, and ſet up there, 
and among the reſt was the Mighty Idol Terag, 


| which was held by all as a God, and worſhipped as 


ſuch, and eſteemed much ſuperiour to all the 
others: When he came thither, he, with a Bartle- 
Ax he had brought with him, began to lay about 
him on all Sides, cutting, hacking, and mangling 


| thoſe deformed and ugly Statues, ſpoiling and disfi- 


guring their Faces, and hewing off their Limbs, till 
he had cut them, in a manner, all in pieces; At laſt 
he went to that which was ſeated in the midſt of all 
the others, being that ſame Teraq, which that blind, 
idolatrous, and miſguided King held in ſuch 
high Eſteem, and adored as his God. This Image 
was moſt gorgeouſly ſet off, and adorned with 
exceeding rich and precious Ornaments of Gold 
and Jewels; yet Abraham mangled all its Face, and 
put out both its Eyes, and when he had done, took 
the Weapon, fix'd it in the Idol's Hand, in ſuch wiſe, 
that it remain'd reſting upon his Right Shoulder. 
Soon after, when the accurſed and execrable Nimrod, 
with a vaſt Multitude of Followers (returning from 
acting their abominable and deteſtable Impiety, of 
paying their Worſhip to that King, as I have ſaid 
before) entered into the Temple, and beheld the 
ſtrange Deſtruction of his Idols, all hewed to pieces, 
and his great and adored Terag, among the reſt, fo 
miſerably treated and disfigured, he ſet vp a diſmal 
and horrible Outcry, and, greatly incenſed, ſaid; 
Woe be to the Wretch who has committed this Indignity 


os H 2 10 


— 


be that had done it; when, calling to mind the m 


Criminal here before you? This is undoubtedly the 
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my Gods! Grievous ſhall be the Torments I ut 


| nfl upon bim! 


After the firſt Tranſports of Fury, they beg 
conſider, and to make their Conjectures, who it couſ 


Occaſions Abraham had given, both in Publick and 
in Private, to ſuſpect him to be the Author of. this 


preſumptuous Deed, they remembred how often he 
had ſpoke revilingly and diſreſpectfully of thok 


Idols, ſaying; I'll certainly, one time or other, ſpal 
the Countenances of thoſe Wooden Gods, IU break 


em in pieces, and trample em upon the Ground under | 3 
my Feet ! 


This wicked Generation of People then, with 
more ado, laid their Accuſation againft him, and in- 
ſtantly departed in great Numbers to ſeek him out, 
and aving found him, they dragged him away to 
the King ; who wrathfully demanded of him, For 
what Reaſon he had committed ſo great a Wickedneſe? 
Abraham, no wile terrified, with a compoſed, ſerene, 
and unconcerned Countenance, made him this An- 
ſwer ; Do you ſeek for a farther Diſcovery, 
* and clearer Demonſtration, when you have the 


* Malefattor whom you behold with the Weary 
* upon his Shoulder: It muſt ſurely be him who 
has wounded all the others, becauſe they refuſed to 
obey his Commands; and theſe being many, have, 
truſting in their Numbers, been wanting in their 
* KReſpect towards him, and have blinded him in both 
* his Eyes, and put him in the Condition you ſee: 
However he 1s Toile oft victorious. If you defire 
a more ample Information, ask him, and he will 
* ſatisfy your Curioſity ; for tho he has received ſo 
„many dangerous Wounds, yet, neverthele eſs, his 
* Heart 1s undaunted and magnanimous.“ 
The King replied ; Wretch as thou art! Theſe 
can neither ſpeak, nor move from their Seats z nor 
* have they any vcnlcs, or Faculties to do lo 
| Goo 
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„Good or Evil. Why then, ſaid Abraham, blind, 
* and deluded Wretches as you are, do you Wor- 
« ſhip and put your Truſts in ſuch inanimate Sta- 
* tues, made of Wood and Clay? "Tis You your 
« ſelves are the Wretches, the miſerable and miſgui- 
4 ded Szrvants and Companions of the Devil, void 
* of Senfe or Reaſon, and who will be condemned to 
* the everlaſting Flames of Hell! Worſhip Him 
* who made you out of Nothing, and who nou- 


„ riſhes and protects you, without any Deſerts of 


= 


| © yours” 


Upon this, they were all in general ſo inraged 
and inflamed with Indignation and Reſentment, that, 
with Infernal Fury, they cryed out in one Voice, Let 
the blaſphemous Traytor Die! The common Enemy] The 


DiPrurber of our Peace ! The Contemner of our Holy Be- 


lief, and our Sacred Rites ! Let him Die! Let bim Die! 

His ſevere Chaſtiſement was unanimouſly conclu- 
ded upon; but there were many different Opinions as 
to the Manner of it: Moſt were for making him 
ſuffer the cruelleſt Tortures could be invented; Some 
were for Hanging him up as a Magician, to be a pub- 
lick Spectacle; and ſome for having him Stoned to 
Death; others, more moderate, were for condemn- 
ing him to perpetnal Bamſhment ; whilſt others {till 
propoſed ſome different ſorts of Puniſhment. _ 

In the the midſt of this Confuſion of Voices and 
Opinions, the Devil, who always dehghts in Miſ- 
chief and Wickedneſs, as being the Author thereof, 
preſented himſelf amongſt the Congregation, and, 
with Gladneſs in his Countenance, ſaid; © What is 
© moſt convenient and requiſite to be done in Re- 
* gard to this Offender, is, in my Opinion, that he 
© ſhould be deſtroyed by Fire; and that, when he 


is burnt, his Aſhes be caſt into the Air; by which 


I Means, the King, and his whole Kingdom may 


| © enjoy Peace and 8 | 


This was the Counſel that blood-thirſty Dragon 
Satan gave them, and which = generally approved 
H 3 on, 
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on, and immediately concluded to be beſt of lf | 
The King then 5 Orders, that a Quantity 9 
Wood ſhould be brought; and the people were þ 
eager and diligent in obeying this Command, that 
they amaſſed together ſuch a prodigious Heap, that | 
Pile was raiſed no wiſe inferior to a Mountain; which, 
as we find in the Hebrew Text, was full Nine Months 
before it was compleated ; all which Time Abraham 
remained in a Dungeon loaded with Fetters. 
When at laſt all was ready, and the Fire kindled, 
the Quantity of the Fuel was ſo prodigiouſly great, and 
the Fire ſo furious and intenſe, that the very Clouds 
were melted by the Flames thereof, which reached al 
moſt to the Skies; and the Heat was ſo exceſſive, that 
none dared to approach withina Mile of its vaſt Cir- 
cumference. * J 
They were now at a Loſs how they ſhould manage 
It to get Abraham conveyed into that extraordinary 
and unaccountable Bonfire; and as they were thus ata 
Stand, not knowing how to bring it about, He, who 
for his Wickedneſs was caſt down from Heaven, appear 
ed in the Likeneſs of an Holy Man, and ſhewed 
them a Machine he had prepared for that purpoſe, 
to caſt him into it at that Diſtance; a Thing ſo 
ſabtly contrived, that it could never have reached 
the Capacity of any but that of this Infernal Inge- 
ier, ſo diabolical was the Invention. 
(a) Into this Helliſn Engine Abraham is put, ſtark 
naked, with his Hands and Feet faſt tied, and, like 


— 


— 


(a) The Perſian Magi, or Worſhippers of Fire, affirm, That Vin: 
rod was of the Religion of Zoroaſtes, and conſequently of the ſame 
they ſtill profeſs in Hindoſtan: Now the Mahometans, who borrow 

Fables from all Sects, and adapt them where they think proper, 
agree with them in this, and that Ardeſchan, who, they ſay, was 
Chief Pricſt of the Fire, had, by that Idolatrous Prince's Com- 
mand, a very warm Diſpute with Abraham concerning God's Unity, 
and that thro? the Patriarch's perſevering to affirm the Truth there- 

of, he counſell'd Nimrod to cauſe him to be caſt into a fiery Fur- 


nace, 
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an Arrow, ſhot into the midſt of that burning Pile. 
He was inſtantly ſurrounded by thoſe furious Flames; 
But, calling upon God, and imploring Succour from 
Him who is the true and only Succourer in Time of 


Neceſſity, the Angel Gabriel, with a haſty and preci- 
pitate Flight, deſcended to his Aſſiſtance, and battled 


with the Flames in his Defence, to preſerve him on ſo 


preſſing an Occaſion, till he was all on a Sweat. 
This Heavenly Remedy being ſo ſeaſonably ap- 
plied, the Flames received him with ſo much Tempe- 


rance, that not only they neither ſcorched, nor offend- 


ed him in the leaſt, but he fat therein with the great - 
eſt Eaſe and Pleaſure imaginable; and to Regale 


him, the Trees of the Celeſtial Paradiſe bent down 


their fructiferous Branches, loaden with fragrant and 


delicious Fruits, and afforded to the Holy Abraham a 


moſt exquiſite and nouriſhing Repaſt, And in this 
Manner that juſt Perſon remained in the middle of 
the raging Furnace unhurt, accompanied with the 
Angel of God, the Bleſſed Gabriel, with whom he 
palled the Time in diſcourſing of Heaven, and of 
its Joys and Glory. > 

On the Third Day after, at the Time when this 
Artificial Hell was raging and burning in its greateſt 
Fury, and the King was making a mighty Feſtival 
and Rejoycing, that he had, as he thought, obtained 
his Deſire, and accompliſhed his Revenge, the Fancy 


nace, to make Trial of the Divinity of the Fire: This, they all una- 
nimouſly acknowledge, was put in Execution, and that Abra bam. 
being protected by the Angel Gabriel, came gloriouſly off ſrom this 
fiery Trial. But the Ociginal Source of this Fiction, is, what the 
Scripture ſays concerning Abraham's coming from Vr of the Cbalde. 
ans, which many of the Rabbins, and all the Mahometan Expoſicors, 
will have it, that Ur, in that Place, ſignifies Fire, and is not the 
Name of a City, as our Tranſlators expound it. — Whatever the 
Word may be in the other Oriental Tongues, I ſhall not meddle 
with; but Fire in Arabich, is Nar, or rather Nahar. Something to 
this Purport the Curious may find in D'Herbelot, under the Names 
Andeſchan, Zerdaſchr, &c. 5 
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took the Tyrant to go forth out of his Palace, ast 


G 
were, to triumph over his Enemy, whom he imagine 0 
was long ſince reduced to Aſhes; but as he cam tl 
nearer the Fire, he was unexpreſſibly aſtoniſhed us {c 
behold Abraham fitting alive and unhurt, and very P 
iuch at his Eaſe, in the midſt of the Flames with 0 
which he was ſurrounded, and not ſhewing the lea v 
Token of Fear or Concern. 1 t 
Great was his Amazement at this Sight ; and being Wl | 
out of his Senſes, he vomited out, like a Dog, thig 
blaſphemous and impious Exclamation, That he f 
was reſolved to wage War with Heaven, and to il | 
conquer it, becauſe God had protected Abraham. his 1 
Enemy. This he had the Preſumption to attempt, t 
(a) but ſucceeded fo well, that a little inſignificant | 
£725 Gnat ; 
— — — — — | — 0 
( 


(a) This Nimrod. whom the Arabs call Namernud, and ſomet'mes 
Nemroed, they fay, derives his Name from Mared, which fignifies, A 
Rebel, a Name ſuitable enough for his Rebellion againſt God in build: 
ing the Tower of Batel. The Perfians hold him to be the ſame as 
their Zh bak, and that his Name came from the Perſian Word Ne 
murd, Immortal, becauſe of his long Reign; which Name was like- 
wile given to C atcous, an ancient Perſian King of the firſt Race, who 
reign'd One Hundred and Fifty Years, as all their Writers agree. 
Mir hond in his Taarich likeu iſe mentions, that this Caicous was charg d 
with attempting to climb up to Heaven, which ſuits with the De- 
ſign of the Tower of Babel; tho' he ſeems to contradi& it, by ad- 
ding, That it is hardly probable, that ſo wiſe a Prince as Caicous, 
ihould be guilty of ſuch a Madneſs. The Author of the Leb 
Taarich ſays, That Nimrod was the Son of Canaan, and Grandſon of 
Him, the Son of Noah, and that he was Brother to Corrs, ſurnamed 
Fil Dendan, that is, Elephant's Tooth. This Cous may perhaps be 
Chus the Son of Canaan, from whom the Ethiopians deſcend. The 
ſame Author, who relates the foregoing Story of Abraham's Birth, 
c. ſays, That when Nimrod had caſt him into the fiery Furnace, 
and ſaw that he came to ne Hüft, he built the Tower of Babel to 
£0 up to Heaven, that he might ſce Abraham's God; This Tower 
being twice cverthrown, he lays, Nimrod ca sd himſelf to be car- 
Tied up by four monſtrous Bird mention'd in the Old Eaftern 
Romances, cali d Xerkes, (and by others Rog) and having been 4 
long time flying about to no purpoſe, he fell down on a Mountain 
with ſuch a Shock, that he made it tremble. Nimrod, nothing dil- 
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Gnat cauſed him to die a miſerable Death; and, ſuch 


was his Diſtemper, and ſo exquiſite the Tortures 
that little Creature gave him, that to afford him fame 
fort of Aſſwagement and Reſpite to his intolerable 
Pain, he was forced to employ his Servants to be 
continually ftriking upon his Head with Mallets, 
without one Moment's Intermiſſion. In this Manner 
this Servant of Satan expired in Torments, after he 


| had lived on the F nn 


After Abrabam had been ſo miraculouſly preſerved 
from that Tyrant's Hands, he returned home to his 


Father, who ſtill perſiſted in his Idolatry, and deport- 


ing himſelf very dutifully towards him, would of- 
ten, with great Humility, repreſent to him his Errors, 
ſaying, © O my Father! Why are you fo blind, and 
„ unadviſed, as to confide in, and worſhip Idols, 


„ which neither hear nor ſee? They do you infinite 


Harm, but can do you no manner of Good! O 
“Father! Why will you be a Servant to the Accur- 
* ed and Rebellious Satan? Think, that if you go on 
© in your Blindneſs, you are apparently in a State 


| © of Perdition. Be not your own Enemy and De- 


** ſtroyer! O my dear Parent! I have received the 


—_—— „ "OL 


couraged by theſe Diſappointments, would ſtill cauſe his Subjects to 
worſhip him as a God, and perſccuted all thoſe who refus'd 
it; for which God depriv'd him of the greateſt Part of them by the 
Confuſion of Tongues, and puniſh'd his Adherents, deſtroying 
them with Gnats. The Author of the Zebal tells us, That one of 
thoſe Gnats getting up Nimrod's Noſtrils, made way to the Mem- 
branes of his Brain, where, growing bigger and bigger, it caus'd 
him ſuch terrible Pain, that he was forc'd to have his Head con- 
tinually beaten with a Mallet to take ſome Reſt, and that he under- 
went this Torture for Four Hundred Years; God, by the leaſt o 

his Creatures, puniſhing him, who inſolently and preſumptuouſly 
endeavoured to be Lord of All. Ebn Batrich ſays, That Nimrod was 
of the Religion of the Mag!, and the firſt who ſer up the Wor- 


ſhipping of Fire. Some Hiſtorians call the ancienteſt Babylonian Kings 


by the Name of Nemared, or the Nimrodians; for, in Arabich, Ne- 
mared is the Plural of Nemroud, and ſignifies, in that Language, 
Rebels and Tyrants. N | | 


« Git 
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“ Gift of the Knowledge of Truth from Heaven; 
* Blefling Ker have not yet been ſo happy as 
* enjoy, our Comfort and Conſolation : + But 
* if you'll follow me, I'll guide you to the Path uf 
1 Purity and Salvation. I will interceed with 
Lord for a Remiſſion of your Sins and Errors: 
* Conſider theſe Words in your Heart, dear Father; 
dor elſe, be aſſured, that the Tor ments of the Damned 
** will be your portion!“ But, notwithſtanding, Azar 
continued in his Obſtinacy ; the Eyes of his Reaſon 
were Blind, and both his Ears were /ockd up with 
Tron; fo that he remained a perverſe Idolater all 
his Life, and died without any Merit, or Knowledge 
of God, and his Sou] went to inherit eternal Tor- 
ment for the Recompence of his Uubelief. 
When Agar was dead, the vertuous Abraham began 
to think of, and prepare for his Marriage with Sara, 
2 Kinſwoman of his, a very beautiful, and moſt 
deſerving Damſel, whoſe Parents were likewiſe Idola- 
ters. When the Parents of this worthy Virgin per- 
ceived that their Daughter followed the Precepts of 
Abraham (a) their Nephew, and that beſides ſhe bore 
him a moſt ardent Affection, from which, by no Per- 
ſuaſions, they were able to break her, they ſtripp'd 
her of all her rich Ornaments and Jewels, and with 
only a very ordinary, coarſe Woollen Garment to 
cover her Nakedneſs, they turned her out of Doors; 
and Abraham was likewiſe forced to flee in the ſame 
wretched Condition; ſo that thoſe two Lovers, deſti- 
tute of all Help, were obliged to betake themſelves 
to the Deſart ; Where, as they were alone, and in 
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(4) e to Abn Batrich (that is, The Son of the Patriarch, 
"_ was an Orthodox Biſhop of Alexandria, and the Author of 
ſeveral Books in the Arabickh Tongue) Sarah was the Daughter of 
Tvareb and Teb1niah, who was his Second Wife, the Name of his 
firſt being Founab, who was Abraham's Mother. Abraham's Wife 
Sarah was Daughter to Nakbor, and Grandchild to Tyerah, and 


Fx page Niece to Abraham, and not his Couſin. D' &erbelos in 
Bairich i 


the 
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the Condition I have deſcrib'd, their Matrimo- 
nial Ceremonies could not poſſibly be performed, 
there being neither (a) A/waal;, Witneſſes, nor any ot 
the Things requiſite ; nor had Abrabam any thing to 
give the Bride for her Azedague, or Sidaak. 


But that this Marriage, which was to be of ſach 
Importance, and ſo very beneficial to the whole 
| World, might meet with no Hindrance, but might 
be happily effected, the Angel Gabriel deſcended 
from Heaven, and brought with him Three of his 
Companions, who were Mikael, Iſrafil, and (b) Re- 
duan, the Porter of Heaven Gate. 


When thoſe Bleſſed Angels approached, Gabriel | 
ſaid, O Abraham! The Lord of Truth commanded 
* me to tell you, That it is His Pleaſure, that by 
* Promiſe you aſſure unto your Spouſe her Azedague, 

* and whatſoever is her Right, and properly belongs 
to her; for the Performance of which He Himſelf 
* will be Security; And that nothing may obſtruct 
* the Conſummation of your Marriage, we are 
_ ®* ſent to ſupply the Places of Altwaali, and 
**© Witneſles, and will ſee every thing that is 
** neceſſary performed, ſo that nothing ſhall be want- 


* ing.” In this manner Abraham was Married, to 


1K 


——— a— 


(a) Alwaali is the Bride's Father, or any other Relation or 
Friend, who officiates as ſuch, by giving her in Marriage. A 
Woman, if her Matrimonial Agreement is not Sign'd by, ar leaft, 
two Witneſſes, it is invalid; nor can ſhe, upon parting from her 
Husband, demand her Azed4que, or rather Sidaac; i. e. The Sum 
of Money, or whatever elſe had been agreed upon, and ſpecify'd 
In the written Contract, and is, generally, to be paid half at their 
coming together, and the other half at parting. This is the Way 


40 Marrying amongſt the Mahomerans throughout Europe, Aſia and 
Africa, | | f | 


() Reduan, Redbouan, Rethuan, or Rez wan, for they pronounce 

It all thoſe ways, is a proper Name, and ſignifies in Arabick, The 

Good-will God bears his Creatures. * 
18 
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his great Joy and Content, and leaving Chak 
(a) went to dwell in the Land of Canaan, 


li 


— —— 


= 
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(a) Chaldea is by the Mahometans. called Erar, and Cana 
Kenaan, The Patriarch foſeph is by the Eaſtern Authors called C 
mar Kengani, or, The. Moon of Canaan, for his great Beauty N 


81 


of him in a properer Place. 
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Abraham commanded to go into Arabia, to 40 the 
Foundation of the Temple at Mecca. He departs 
with Sarah his Wife. They are carry'd before the 
Ring of Aigypt. Are in great Danger, but are 
miraculouſly delivered, and highly careſs'd by that 
King. Hagar, the Rings Daughter, reſolwins 
to accompany them, petitions her Father, who 
conſents. They arrive in Arabia. Abraham 
marries Hagar, and Iſhmael is born. At Sarah's 
Requeſt, Hagar and her Son are carried to the 
Deſart. Their Miſery there. Relieved by the 
Angel Gabriel. The Temple built, &c. 


= 2A BRAHAM, the Servant of God, being 
— |) now ſettled in the Land of Canaan, led a 
pleaſant and comfortable Life in that fruit- 
ful and delicious Province, in Company 
with his dearly beloved Wife Sarah, in 
the full Injoyment of all the Bleſſings and Mercies, 
| the Almighty had fo bountifully and graciouſly be- 
ſtowed upon them; but, as yet, they had no Child. 
One Night, the Faithful Angel of the Lord, Gabriel, 
came down and appeared to Abrahem, and ſaid unto 
him; “ Abrabam, It is thy Lord's Pleaſure, and by 
- me He commands thee, That thou leave this Coun- 
. try, and with none but Sarab thy Wife, thou, with- 
out 
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e out Delay, depart from hence, bending thy Steps 
full South, towards Arabia, and there to repair 


$270 
* a certain Place, the which his Divine Majeſty tas 


* choſe to fix therein the Throne and the Scepter 
He has, long ſince, deſign'd for His Elected Ms 
* hommad, and after him, to his great and noble 
© Poſterity, and worthy Succeſſors. Thou there art 
* to lay the Foundation for the building a moſt glo- 
* rious and magnificent Temple, the which for (4) 
* Excellency, Sanctity, and the Vertues to be prac: 
«* tiſed therein, ſhall be abundantly ſuperior to any 
© Temple in the whole Univerſe. In it, ſhall be ce- 
e lebrated, in After-Ages, the moſt Holy Rites that 
* are poſlible to be performed by Mortals in this 


World, in Imitation of thoſe who inhabit the other 


“ World of Everlaſting Life. The Name of this 
< ſan&ified Place, is Mecca, and it is the Spot - of 


Ground choſen by God himſelf, to be the Metro: 
r polis, and Capital, for the Founding and Propa- 


* gating His moſt Holy and moſt Divine Law. 

When the Bleſſed Angel had delivered this Meſſage, 
he ſuddenly departed, without ſtaying for any Re- 
ply : Abraham then, being exceedingly joyful at theſc 
happy Tidings, awakened his Wife Serab, and com- 
municated to her, all the Angel had told him ; How 
that the Lord had been ſo graciouſly Merciful to him, 
as to vouchſafe, that a Work ſo Pious, and fo full of 
Sanctity, ſhould be begun by his Hands. 


8 n 
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(a) The Word here is Afadila It ſhould rather be EI Fachilab, 
the Plural of which is Faahzil, and with the Article The prefix'd to 
it, is El Fadbail. It fignifies Vertue and Excellency, as I have 
hinced elſewhere The Mufulmans aſſign Five principal Vertues, 
in which che Spiritual Life conſiſts; which are, 1. Confidence in the 
Divine Providence: 2. Conformity to the Will of God: 3. Self. 
Denial: 4. Prayer: 5. Contemplation. Theſe they call EI Fadhail. 
Tire is a Book called, Fadhail, M. ir or Meſr, the Excellencies of 

bt. 
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arab, at this good News, was no leſs rejoyced than 
her Huſband; and that very Day, with all imagi- 
nable Diligence and Expedition, they got all Things 
in 2 Readineſs for their Journey; and taking their 
Leaves of all their Family, they ſet out, travelling 
with the utmoſt Speed, and never making any Stay, 
but when it could not poſſibly be avoided. | 


As they were proceeding on their Journey, they 
were, of Neceſſity, obliged to paſs through the Terri 


tories of King Agar, who, at (4) that Time, regn'd 
in Feypt z and as they were near a certain Mountain, 


| they were attacked and ſeized by ſome Spies, who 


were out upon Duty, performing the Commands of 
that King, and were by them carried to his Palace. 
Abraham, as they were going along, guarded and 
conducted by thoſe Soldiers, adviſed his Spouſe, that, 
in Caſe ſhe was examined, and had it put home to her 
to declare who he was, and what Relation ſhe wag 
to him, that ſhe ſhould not own her-ſelf to be his 


Wife, but ſhould ſay, She was his Siſter : But Sarah, 


either not hearing what he ſaid, or not rightly under- 


ſtanding him, becauſe he was forced to deliver his 


Mind to her partly in Signs, and partly in Whiſpers, 


when ſhe was introduced into the Libidinous King's 


Preſence, who was wonderfully ſmitten with her ex- 
ceeding Beauty (her Eyes ſeeming to obſcure the 
Light of the Sun) ſhe made a quite contrary Anſiver 
to what her Huſhand had injoyned her to ſay. 
The King thinking fit to examine them ſeparately, 


had, beforehand, ordered Abraham to be brought in 


firſt; The firſt Word Agar ſaid to him, was, Whither 
art thou going with that Beautiful Damſel? Is ſhe your 
Wife, that you go ſo lovingly together? Let me know 
that, and likewiſe, whither you are bound? 
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(4) The Author of the Tarick Montheckheb, who has this ſame 


28 with ſome Variations, ſays, this King's Name was Senan ben 
| van. 


| | | Abraham, 


112 Mahoinetiſin Explain d. 

Abraham, being interrogated after ſuch a Manner, 
reply d; © The Woman, my Lord, you inquire abo 
eis my Siſter ; I am conducting her into Arabia, the 
* neareſt Part of it from hence: The Occaſion of gf 
Journey thither, is, ſome Affairs of Moment, which 
concern us both very particularly: I intreat yu, 
my Lord, to ſuffer us to proceed on in our Way, 
without detaining us any longer; for our Buſineſs 
is of that Conſequence, that it requires our utmoſt 
Haſte, and we have {till many Days to travel. 
After this, Abraham was ordered to withdraw; ſo he 
was taken away, and Sarah was brought in by the 
Command of Agar, who was deſirous to know, if all 
that Abraham had told him was Truth, or whether 

he had been guilty of any Prevarication.  _ 
She, being ignorant of what had paſs'd, when the 
ſame Queſtions were put to her, as had been before 
to her Huſhand, innocently anſwered, That ſhe was 
his dearly beloved Wife. „ 5 nl 
The King, highly incenſed at this Double- Dealing, 
and being, beſides, deſirous and impatient to rats 
his luſtful Inclinations (for the uncommon Charms 
of the amiable Sarah, had extremely raiſed his Appe 
tite) he ſent for Abraham, and, in a great Rage, aſked 
him; How he had dared to have the Preſumption, to 
tell him ſuch Falſehoods to his Face? Abraham replied, 
* My Lord, Ihave told you no Falſehood, God forbid 
* Tever ſhould be guilty of that Sin. If I ſaid this 
*© Woman is my Siſter, it is Truth, for ſhe is my 
* Couſin-Germain by Blood, which, in our (a) Law, is 
< allowable to be termed a Siſter. Ne 
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(a) The Mrs and Arabs more frequently call thoſe who are 
ſo nearly related to them as Coufin-Germain, K/9y: and Hobbie, 
that is, Brother and Siſter, than they call them Ben, and Ben't Amme, 
which ſignifies Coufin of either Sex; yet, notwithſtanding, thev 
always chuſe to intermarry in that Degree of Conſanguinity, much 


rather than with Strangers, except ſome Inconyeniency or Diſlike 
put an Obſtacle, p 
This 


Mahometiſm Explam'd. 113 

This reaſonable Anſwer had no Manner of Influ- 
ence upon the King; but he caus'd Abraham, for his 
malicious prevaricating Dealing (as he called it) to be 
burry'd to Priſon, and ordered Sarah to be conducted 
into his rich and magnificent Bed-Chamber, in order 
to ſatisfy his amorous Deſires ; for his luſtful Heart 
was ſtrangely captivated with her Beauty. So this 
charming, lovely Creature (whoſe Face was brighter 
than the Day, and out-ſhone the Moon) was carry'd 
away, and laid upon a fine Couch, in the private 
Appartment of that libidinous Prince. 6 

In the mean while, tis worthy our Conſideration, to 
gueſs, what Tortures the good Abraham muſt feel, to 
ſee his dear Spouſe, who was dearer to him than his 
own ſelf, led away from him, to the Intent he might 
well imagine. The Pangs of Jealouſy he felt were 
| ſo violent, and caſt him into ſuch an Agony, that 
he had almoſt render'd up his Soul with innumerable 
Sighs and convulſive Sobs. Under this Afffiction, 
addreſſing himſelf to his Creator in an humble Poſture, 
he utter'd theſe Words; © O King of the Heavens 1 
4 „Look down upon the Sufferivgs of my tortur'd 
1 Soul! This Tyrant's infernal Fury is more grie- 
4 vous to me than the Bitterneſs of the moſt cruel 
, 
d 


“ Death! It is Thou, O Lord, whoremoveſt the Ago- 
'* Mes and Anxieties from thoſe Hearts which are 


0 * overwhelmed with Sorrow ! 
y Whilſt Abraham underwent this ſevere Tryal, the 
f Laſcivious King haſten'd to the Appartment where he 


had cauſed Sarah to be convey'd, and where ſhe had 

been all the while weeping and lamenting, and with 
ber Soul full of Anguiſh, imploring God's Aſſiſtance 
Wl fo deliver her from the furious Tranſports of Agar's 
5 Laſt, The Lord heard theſe her Petit ions; for the 
e, King no ſooner approach'd, and had laid hold of her 
v to take her in, his Arms, but his Limbs and whole 
Body were ſuddenly ſeized with a ſtrange Numb- 
neſs and Inſenſibility, and he became intirely Cold, 
10 Unactive, and, in a Word, wholly Impotent. 
1 Upon 
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Upon this he began to be ſenſible of his Error, 
and ſent immediately to fetch Abraham out of the 
Dungeon he had put him in, and where the Holy 
Patriarch had endur'd ſuch Agonies: Being brought! 
before him, he, with great Humility, Reſignation ang 
Contrition, intreated him to forgive the Injury he had 
offer'd him, and to implore his Lord to grant him his 
Life, and the Recovery of his Health. This the Goo 
and Pious Abraham willingly complied with ; and 

through his Means, and at his Interceſſion, the King 
was perfectly reſtored to his priſtine State of Health 
and Strength, and the vertuous Sarah remain'd with- 
out Blemiſh, free, pure, and unpolluted, and the King 
very thankful, and full of Acknowledgement for his 
great and miraculous Deliverance; offering, intreat- 
ing, nay, commanding them, that they ſhould uſe 
his Palace and his whole Dominions, as their own, 
into whatſoever Part of them they ſhould paſs in their 
Journey; ſtrictly enjoyning them, to make no man- 
ner of Difference between what he was poſſeſſed of, 
and what belong'd to themſelves. They kiſs'd his 
Hands for the Favours he ſo generouſly offer'd 
them, but begg'd he would give them Leave to pro- 
ceed on their Journey without further Detention, 
ſeeing their Affairs required the greateſt Expedition, 

The, few Days they continued with King Agar, 
they were ſerv'd and entertain'd with all imaginable 
Magnificence, Gallantry and Deference, paſſing their 
Time in Mirth and Rejoycing. This King had an 
only Daughter, whoſe Name was (4) Hechera ra- 
ther Hegira or Hegiar | a moſt beautiful, and cg 
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(a) Hagar. Her Name amongſt the Arabs is Hagiar or rather He. 
giar, with the ſoft Aſpiration He; whereas the Ha is the harſh One. 
"Tis not this Author alone, but all Mahometans in general, pretend, 
That, far from being Abraham's Concubine, or a Bond- Woman, ſhe 
was his lawful Wife, and of Royal Deſcent; and ſo, by Conſequence, 
her Son 1Þmarl, both by his Elder-thip, and by the Wen pt his 

| 7s Other, 
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pliſh'd Young Lady, in the firſt Bloom of her Youth, 
and preſumptive Heireſs to his Crown, and all his 
Dominions. This Princeſs, enamour'd and charm'd 
with the endearing Converſation of. Sarah, and being 
beſides touch'd with the great Zeal and Piety ſhe ob- 
ſerv'd in Abraham, went to the King her Father, 
and falling down upon her Knees before him, with a 
moſt dutiful Humility and Reſignation, ſaid to 
him ; My Lord and Father! I intreat your Ma- 
_** jeſty, that one Favour your Loving and Beloved 
** Daughter is come to petition you for, may be 
* granted her, and not be denied : It 1s, That you 
* will be pleaſed to give me your Permiſſion, that 
* I may go into Arabia the Happy, in Company of 
* the amiable Sarab, and the righteous Abraham: 
„If I go in the Keeping and under the Protec ion of 
= thoſe Fuſt Perſons who follow the Path of God, 


4 


) it is impoſſible I ſhould err, or do amiſs. For it 
Mother, was much ſuperior to his Brother Iſaac: For which Con- 
ſideration, he had the whole Peninſula of Arabia for his Inheritance, 
which is vaſtly Larger and Richer than Paleſtine, or the Land of 
* Canaan, which was the Inheritance of the Younger Son of Abraham. 
| Hagar, they ſay, died at Mecca, and was buried within the outward 
4 lncloſure of the Caabab, or Square Chapel, which Incloſure, or 
Wall, the Arabs call Hathim.— Though I ought to have mention d 
5 tlie Place of her Birth, before that of her Burial, yet moſt of their 
e Men of Letters affirm, That ſne was born at the City of Farma 
ir in Zgypr, where the Kings of that Country kept their Court in 
n Abraham's Days, it being at that Time, the Capital: And Abou 


Mawas, in his Account of a Journey he took out of Syria into 
Agyrt, ſays, That he paſs'd through the Cities of Gaza of Haſhem, 
or the Haſhemites, which is Gaza in Syria, and Farma of Hegiar, or 
Hagar. Another Arabian Author, named Ben Xhalecan, ſays the 
ſame, and adds, That this Mother of the Arabs is own'd by all the 
Tribes thereabouts, to have been born in that Capital, or in ſome 
Village near it. This City has, in Proceſs of Time, been ſo intirely 
deſtroy'd, that nothing now remains of it, but a ſmall Hill raiſed 

out of its Ruins, on the Left Hand, as the Caravans croſs over the 
Sands of C ſſir, in their Way from Grand Cairg into Syria, Their 
Hiſtories ſay, That this City Farma, was deſtroyed by Baldwin, the 
Brother of Godfrey of Bouillon, King of Feruſalem. This Baldwin 
they call Barautl. : : 
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is my firm Reſolution to deſiſt from all Thoughts: ' 
cc R 5 . I 5 
of inheriting the Empire; From this Hour I renounce; 
* all Claim or Right to it, with all its Pomp and 
_ < Majeſty ; it being my Intent to ſeek the Heavenly 
Crown, the Throne whereof is Everlaſting and 
* Eternal: And as this my Requeſt is equitable, juſt 
* and ſincere, and my Petition is well grounded, I 
© beſeech you to be no Hindrance to me therein; 
but J rather confide in your Bounty, that you will 
„he aſſiſting to me in what I ſo ingenuouſly deſire, 
* and earneſtly requeſt. e 


* O unheard-of Requeſt! O pure and holy Incli- 
„ nation! O divinely-inſpir'd Breaſt! Sincere and 
* Praiſe-worthy Determination! Such a laudable Re- 
& ſolution or Intent as this, has never yet been ſeen 
< or heard of by any Mortal in this World, fo ſin- 
„ ful and full of Vanity! how piouſly ſoever they 
de might, otherwiſe, have been inclin'd. Thoſe who 
% have prevaild upon themſelves to relinquiſh and 
* abandon their Worldly Pleaſures, to betake them- 
& ſelves to a ſolitary, recluſe and retired Life, and 
“ to paſs the remaining Part of their Days in Auſte- 
« rities and Devotion, have been look d upon as 
6“ Saints, and their ſo doing, has been thought exceed- 
c“ ing meritorious z but that has ſeldom or never hap- 
b pend, but to thoſe whoſe advanc'd Years began 
e to call them on apace to leave the World and its 
“ Vanities, for good and all, and had left them unfit 
* for the debauch'd and irregular Courſes, and the 
_ © lewd Company they were wont to keep in their 
© unbridled and irreligious Youth: Then indeed, 
call'd upon by the Stings of their Conſciences for 
their paſt Tranſgreſſions, and diſturb'd at their hav- 
ing led ſuch diſſolute Lives, they have determin'd 
to put a Stop to ſuch Enormities, by retiring to 
ſome ſolitary Hermitage. ——Thoſe others, who, at 
the Expence of their Blood, and Hazard of their 
Lives, have magnanimouſly deliver'd their Coun- 
5 tries 


« 


* 
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« tries from Ruin and Deſtruction, have, in reality, 
„ been very worthy of Commendation; yet, I dare 
« affirm, They had ſcarce ventur'd themſelves fo far, 
<« had they not ſeen Death ſo near them, and already 
ce enter'd within their very Towns; ſo that they were 
e forcibly compell'd, either to die, or gloriouſly to 
« free themſelves: This it was that ſet them on, and 
“ inſpir'd them with Courage and Intrepidity ; with 
i the View, rather, of ſignalizing themſelves, and 
* making their Names Famous to Futurity, than of 
< obtaining Eternal Life. That ever great and memo- 
„ rable Matron Judith, when ſhe beheld her native 
* City conquer'd, and deliver'd up into the Power 
of the Aſjyrians, and herſelf, as well as the reſt, 
liable to the Indignities and Outrages of an inſolent 
* and 1mperious Conqueror, reſolutely went out 
into the Midſt of the Enemies Camp, and there 
_ © deprived the Great Captain Holophernes of his 
Life, whereby ſhe gloriouſly obtained her own Li- 
* berty, together with an unblemiſh'd Character, 
* and by the ſame noble and heroick Action, freed 
* her dear Country. But, notwithſtanding this moſt 
* generous Deed of hers deſerves a never-dying Glory, 
* and the higheſt Commendations, yet there was a for- 
* cible Obligation of doing it. But the Heroine 
_ © I now treat of, who was at the Fountain-Head of 
| © Happineſs, beautiful to Exceſs, in her tendereſt 
Bloom, and, more than all that, Heireſs to a mighty 
* Empire, abounding in Wealth, and powerful in 
* Vaſlals; Allurements, which are wont to attract the 
Minds even of the moſt Bigotted; For Her to be fo 
* maxvellouſly inſpir'd with Divine Love, as to deter- 
mine, for the ſake thereof, to abandon her Father, 
| © and to relinquiſh her Country, Birth-right, Wealth 
* and Inheritance, her Pomp, Ornaments and De- 
“ lights, to follow the pious Zeal of a Couple of 
„poor Wanderers, is an Action without Example or 
* Precedent, Well, O moſt illuſtrious and 
* matchleſs Princeſs | Well doſt thou merit the Name 
85 . (a) than 
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by (a) thou art called by, fince, O Zealous Princeſs 4 
Thou haſt been thought worthy to be the eleQed* 
Source and Fountain, through which the glorioug. | 
and refulgent Light was to be conveyed. 
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Now when Agar -\ had heard, and daran con- 
ſidered, his Deer s juſt and reaſonable Requeſt, 
he thought ſo laudable a Propoſal and Reſolution 
highly deſerved a favourable Anſwer; ſo that, without 
Heſitation, he not only willingly gave his Conſent 
\ to all ſhe all'd, but that very Day renounc'd his 

IIqadolatry and Falſe Belief, and embrac'd Ilamiſm, the 
true Faith that leads to Salvation; and after havin 
beſtow'd many rich and noble Preſents upon them afl 
Three, he ſuffered them to depart in purſuit of their 
intended Journey, which they did without Loſs of 
Time: And, in a few Days, they arrived within Sight 
of the Confines of Arabia, where they, with great 

Devotion and Humility, returned infinite and joyful 
Thankſgivings to God their Creator for that Mercy. 
But when the Lord was pleaſed to conduct them to 
that Holy Station, which was appointed for their 
Journey's-End, they there ſet down their Baggage 
to take ſome Repoſe, in Expectation of freſh Orders 
from the Almighty concerning what was next to be 
done, and in what Method they were to proceed ii 
the important Affair which was to be put in Execu- 
tion. 

Abraham with Sarah his Wife made ir Abode 
in Arabia many Years, having the Princeſs Hagar con- 
tinually in their Company, where they led their Lives 
very comfortably, and with an exemplary Sanctity 
and Piety : But when Sarah beheld her-ſelf to advance 
apace in Years, and ſeeing ſhe had bore her Huſband 
no Children in all the Time they had been together, 
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(4) Hear 18 by ſome called, Omm el Arab, or, The Mother of the 
Arabs; but many hold their Original to be of an ancienter Date. 


ſhe 
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ſhe began to deſpair of ever having any, and was 
very urgent in her Intreaties to Abraham, that he 
would take the Princeſs Hagar to Wife, (who had 
accompanyed them out of Ægypt) that the Lord 
might he pleaſed to vouchſafe him a lawful Suc- 
ceſſor through her Means; which Bleſſing there 
was little or no Probability he could ever expect 
to enjoy from herſelf. 5 
This Propoſal” of Sarab's was received by her 
Huſband with a great deal of Lukewarmneſs and 
Indifterence, and he remain'd, for ſome Time, irreſo- 
lute and undetermin'd what he ſhould do in this 
Caſe, or whether he ſhould embrace or reje& the 
Counſel his Wife had given him : But while he was 
thus wavering in his Mind, the Angel Gabriel de- 
ſcended from Heaven, and brought him expreſs Com- 
mands, That he ſhould, without Delay, conſum- 
mate what Sarah had propoſed to him ; That the 
Lord had decreed it ſhould be fo; That He had 
promiſed to pour down His Benediction upon them, 
and that they ſhould partake of His Grace 1n 
Abundance. 8 . 1 

Abraham obey*d God's Command, and that ſame 
Day the Marriage was celebrated, according to 
the Directions of the Angel; and, in a little Time 
after, the Bride perceived herſelf to be with Child, 
and the Hereditary Light, which ſhined on Abra- 
bam's Forehead (and, by God's Promiſe, to be cen- 
ter'd in Mohammed) paſſed away from him to the 
beautiful Princeſs ; ſo that her Countenance became 
as bright as the (2) Moon when at the Full, and 
in its greateſt Glory. 


— 


. . — — 


n 


(a) This may ſbund to ſome Ears, an odd Sort of a Compariſon; 
but I can aſſure them, that no Compliment can be paſs'd upon 
a Mahometan Lady, that will be more pleaſing to her, than to 
call her, Widg el Camar, or Moon's Face; eſpecially if the Gal- 
lant who makes it her, adds, When 1 Foxrteen Days old. 


I 4 At 


— 


been ſacrificed, was the very ſame where Abraham and Ihm 


Arabia, and the Land of Canaan. The Affinity or Reſemblance 


at the Beginning, much Contention with the Giorhamides, anci- 
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At Nine Months End ſhe was deliver'd of a 8 
as beautiful as the Morning-Star, and the Na 
they gave him was (2) I/hmael. He was born with. 
that reſplendent and royal Banner of Light upol 
his Forehead, which he inherited from our firſt ? 
Father, and was ordain'd to deſcend gradually, ! 
till it finally fixed itſelf upon Mohammed, "=o 

LD 5 <4 


(a) The Mahometars in general, tell the Story of this Ibm | 
the Son of Abrabim by Hagar, as our. Scriptures do that of Iſate 
the Son of Sarah; only add, That the Place where he was to oy 
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afterwards built the Caabh, the Square Chapel, which is within | 
the Temple at Mecca, and which has ſince aſſumed the Holy 
Title of Beit Adab, God's Houſe, and the City itſelf is hl 
Mecca el Moadhewah, i. e. Magnificent. My Author, as may be 
ſeen in ſome of the following Pages, ſays, the Sacrifice was per- 
formed upon the Top of a Mountain, whereas the City of Meccg, 
and, conſequently, the Temple, is ſituated in a Plain between 
Mountains : It has Two, at three Miles diſtance on the North; 
the Name of the one is Abox Ca, and the other Gerabim, ih 
which is Eve's Cave, where Mahomet uſed to retire, and paſs his 
Time in Contemplation, before he publickly ſet up for a Pro- 
Pher : This Cave is held in high Veneration by all his Fol 
Jowers. Beſides thoſe Two Mountains on the North, there is 
another on the South called Thour, where the Impoſtor hid 
himſelf when he fled from Me:ca to Fathrib or Medina; of which 
more in other Places. —— This Iſhmael is looked on by the 
Arabs, to have been the firſt Father and Founder of their Na- 
tion and Language, though, in Reality, their firſt Original is 
from Cathtan, or Joan the Son of Heber, They ſay, he lived 
One hundred Thirty Seven Years, and that he and his younger 
Brother Iſadc, ſpread Iſt:miſm, or the True Religion, throughout 


between the Words 7/l.miſm and Iſmaelifm- (though in their 
Language they have no Words with: that Termination, which to 
ther would ſound intirely barbaroiis) is ſuppoſed by many, to 
have been the Reaſon, that ſeveral of the Matormetan Doctors 
have confounded them, and maintain, That the Religion Ma- 
homet taught his Followers, is the fame which J1hmael preach'd 
to the Arabs. — The. {hmaelites or Race of Iſhmael, whom 
ſome. Authors will not allow to be pure Arabs, but mixt, had; 


enter Jnhabitants of Arabia than themſelves, about the Temple 
at Mecca; but at laſt, theſe tw. Races, umting by Alliances, be- 
came for the future but one Nation © 
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Abraham was tranſported with Joy at this ſo 
ſignal a Blefling, inſomuch that he paſs'd whole 
Days and Nights in Thankſgiving, and in prai- 
ſing the Name of the Lord of Heaven. But, as 
Human Minds are ſo corrupted, ſo full of Envy 
1nd Malice ever ſince that fatal Moment in which 
the Accurſed Angel fell from his glorious Station in 
Paradiſe, and this unhappy Seed of - Diſcord has fo 
univerſally ſpread itſelf thcough all the World, 
that no Part thereof is free from that pernicious 
Legacy; it came to have ſo great an Influence upon 
the Hearts of Hagar and Sarah, as to diſturb and 
break off that Union and Amity, which had hi- 
therto, for ſo many Years, been cultivated between 
them; For they now began to hate one another as 
much as they had lov'd before : There was now 
nothing but Quarrels, Diſputes, Differenccs, and 
Diſcontent between them; ſo great an Effect had 
the Contagion of Diſcord to deſtroy and diſſipate 
that priſtine Content and Unammity they once 
enjoy 'd. I am not able to determine whether or 
no it proceeded from Sarah's being jealous at the 
exceeding great Joy. and Satisfaction the Princeſs 
had conceived, at her being bleſt with fo ineſtima- 
ble a Jewel as ſuch a Son as I/hmae!; or whether 
that the Princeſs herſelf was not ſomewhat eleva- 
ted with the Thoughts of her being the Mother of 
that Son, and ſo endeavour'd at a Superiority over 
Sarah upon that Account; as likewiſe ſeeing that 
Abraham had ſo great a Value for her, and treated 
ber with ſuch extreme Fondneſs and Tenderneſs. It 
probably ſeems to be from one or both of theſe 
Cauſes, that the Hatred and Enmity between the 
Poſterity of the two Sons of Abraham had its Original 
Source, which they ſuck'd in with their firſt Milk, and 
which continues even to this Day, as 1s obvious to be 
ſeen : The like happen'd to Rachel, with her own 
diſter Leah; for the Malice of her Sons againſt thoſe 
o Rachel, proceeded from the Envy and Jealouſy 
between their Mothers. „ 5: BOG 
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The good Patriarch, obſerving all theſe Diſqusg 
reſolved, to avoid thoſe Confuſions, and to make his 
eaſy, that they ſhould be ſeparated: and to that Pur: 
Poſe he took the Princeſs and her Son, and conve 
them out of the Way into an uninhabited Moun- 
tain ; where, leaving with them what Proviftens 

he had brought with him, he took his Leave of 
them, and return'd to his Houſe ; ; but very melan- 

choly, and exceedingly troubled in Mind. 25 
In the mean while, Hagar and her beloved Child, 
being left in that ſolitary Mountain, were brought 
to ſuch Extremity for want of Food, that they 
were forc'd to eat the wild Plants and Roots'of 
the Earth, becanſe, for ſeveral Days, the Holy Pa- 
triarch, had neglected to carry them any Provi- 
fion : For it is a common Thing, too caſih to forget 
thoſe who are in Neceſſuy, even by the beſt and, muſt 
vigilant Perſons ! They were, at laſt, ſo oppreſſed 
with Hunger and Thirſt, and brought to ſo 2 a 
Condition, that the poor Infant could no longer 
go nor ſtand, nor had his Mother ſcarce any Like 
left in her. ö f 

The diſconſolate Princeſs, overwhelm'd with Grief 
and Affliction, and no longer able to bear ſo ſhock: 
ing an Object, left the Child, in that anterable 
and languiſhing Condition, behind a Rock, and went | 
up to the Top of the Mountain, and there proſtra- | 
ted herſelf before the Lord, glorifying his Hol 
Name, who had been pleaſed ſhe mould undergo all 
that Extremity of Sorrow. 

When ſhe had continued there in earneſt Devo- 
tion, *till ſhe thought ſhe might reaſonably con- 
jecture that her dear and deſtitute Child had ren - 
der'd up its Soul to the Creator, ſhe return'd to the 
Place where ſhe had left him, in order to be ſatis- 
fied; Where, inſtead of finding him pined away 
and dead, as ſhe apprehended, ſhe beheld him ſit- 
ting, with a briſk and lively Countenance, B ink 

rin 


Brink of a delicious Spring, with great Abundance 
of refreſhing and choice Viands placed all round 
about him. 1 e 

This Mountain is the ſame which is called (a) 
Jimæim; and that ever-famous Well, which is con- 
ſtantly viſited, and held in ſuch high Veneration by 
all the Haggis, or Pilgrims, is called by the Name 
of Zimzim "© if | 
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and by all of that Sect in general, held in great Eſteem. NVon- 
4 ni gives the following Account of it, The Giorhamides, an 
anciea: Tribe of Arabs, inhabiting Arabia Felix, were the firſt 
that met AHzgar or Hegiar wandering in the Deſart, and they, 
by the Fl'gh: of Birds, diſcover'd where that wonderful Spring 
vas. and therefore they pretended, that both the Well and the 
Country round about it, of Right, belonged to them: But 
Abraham coming to viſit Jſhmael, and having built the Chapel 
or Temple called Caebab, or the Square Houſe, he gave that 
and all the Territory about it, which was afterwards named Of 


Name was Thabeth, made good his Poſſeſſion of thoſe Places; 
but leaving his Children under Age, Madbabd ben Amrou, their 
Grandfather by the Mother's fide, took Charge of their Educa- 
tion, and at the ſame Time, made himſeif Maſter of the Caabah, 
and of the holy Well Zemzem. Thabeth's Children being grown 
vp, would not contend with their Grandfather Madhabd for the 
Poſſeſſion. of thoſe Places, ſo that they remain'd to him and fis 
Children after him, *till the Giorbamides took them by Force; 
but Ipmael's Poſterity attacking them, they were overthrown, 
and obliged to quit the Temple and the City Mecca, which. 
was built by Degrees by the Concourſe of People, and they 
caſt the Black Stone (of which more in another Place) which is 
ſo highly honoured in that Temple, with the two Goats of 
heaten Gold, preſented to the Temple by a King of Arabiz, 
into the Well of Zemzem, which they quite ſtopp'd up. The 
Well continued thus filled up, *till the Days of Abdelmotbleb, 
Grandfather to Makomer, who ene Day, heard a Voice, which 
ſaid to him; Dig the Well of Zemzem. He asked the Voice, 
bat Zemzem was? The ſame Voice replyed; It was 4 Spring 
that roſe under the Feet of Iſhmael, of which he and bis uſed 10 
Link. Abdelmothleb ſtill ignorant were this Well was, the ſame 

ce continued, ſaying 3 The Well Temzem is near the two Taols 


if the Koraiſhites, which are called Aﬀaf and Nailah; and exadtly 
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(a) This Zimzim, or Zemzem, is the Name of a famous Well 
near Mecca, mightily reſorted to by the Mibometan Pilgrims, 


Mica, to his Son Iſhmael. The eldeſt Son of Iſhmael, whoſe 
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Do but conſider within yourſelves, the inen, 
fible Joy and Satisfaction this . Princeſs muſt cn. 
ceive, to find her Son, whom {ſhe thought "ad 
periſhed for Want, thus plentifully and provi 


where you. ſhall ſee a Mappie peck the Ground, and diſcover an Ants 
Neſt, there you muſt dig. Abdelmorhleb, not doubting but the Voice 
came from Heaven, went about to obey it; and notwithſtanding 
great Oppoſition from the Xpraiſhites, who would keep up their 
Idols in that Place, he prevailed, and dug the Well. When 
the Work was done, the Koraiſhites demanded Part of the 
Treaſure. he had found therein, which was refuſed them by 4 
delmotbleb, alledging, that it belong d to the Holy Houſe, that is, 
the Temple called Caabab, built by Abrabam and Iſhmael. To 
decide this Controverſy, they agreed to repair to a famous 
Soothſayer, call'd Ehn Saed, who lived on the Borders of Syria, 
and was by the Arabs accounted a great Prophet, ſo that they 
generally made Choice of him to decide all their difficult Que- 
ſtions. They ſet out towards Syria, and, by the Way, the Heat 
was ſo exceſſive, that AbdeImothleb, being extremely thirfty, was | 
forced to ask ſome Water of the Keraiſkines, whe, fearing they | 
might want themſelves, refuſed it him.. Abdelmothleb, in this Ex- 
tremity, had Thoughts of leaving them to ſeck for Water elſe- | 
where, when a plentiful clear Spring guſh'd out from under one 
of his Camel's Feet, which not only abundantly furnifhed him 
and his, but ſerv'd alſo the Xoraiſbites, who had before deny 
him a D. aught. They, moved by this Miracle, would not pro- | 
ceed any farther ro ſeek after the Soothſayer, but ſubmitted | 
themſelves to Abde. mubleb, looking on him as a Perſon particu- 
larly favcured by God. In ſhort, he was a Man ſo intirely 
devoted to God's Service, that he had made a Vow to ſacrifice 
one of his Children, in caſe he had Ten, to imitate Abraham, 
from whom he was lineally deſcended by his Son Jſbmael. 
At length, Zemzem was dug and cleanſed, and Abdel motbleb 
Fave to the Temple of Caabah the two Golden Goats, and all 
the Money he could make of the Arms and other Accoutre- 
ments he had found in the Well; and the Vow he had made of 
Dacrificing one of his Children, was, by the Lord's Appoint- 
ment, chang'd into a Number of Sheep, which were ſlaughterd 
at the new Dedication, as we may lay, of the famous Temple 
ef Mecca. The City of Mecca had, for a long Time, no other 
Water but that of the Well of Zemzem, till the great Reſort 
of Caravans thither obliged the Caliphs to build an Aqua- 
duct, which now furniſhes Abundance of Water to all Comets. 
 Mahomer, ro make the City of Mecca, where he was born, more 
_ conſidera''le, to heighten the Devotion of the People, — W 
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ily ſupply'd with Cœleſtial Nouriſhment ! And this 
ſoy and Amazement was increaſed, when, imme- 
lately after, ſhe ſaw the faithful Angel Gabriel 
deſcend to them, inſpiring them both with Courage, 
bidding them to fear nothing, and bringing the hap- 
py Tidings, that God would certainly bleſs, and 
provide for them. 5 
After all theſe Things had happen'd, as I have 
declared, when in Proceſs of Time I/hmae! was 
grown up to be a fine Youth, and Abraham's Al- 
fairs were all at Quiet, he leading a contented Life, 
W the Angel Gabriel came down once more, and drew 
cout the Plan, and Circumference for the Founda- 
tion of the Holy Temple, after the Model, and on 
the ſame Spot of Ground, where the Almighty 
had rat that the Sacred Fabrick ſhould be 
erected. 'Þ z 
The Ground was marked out in four Sides, the 
two (a) longeſt of which meaſured one hundred and 
torty Feet, but the Breadth was only forty : And 
| _ 


PE 
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draw more Pilgrims thither, made great Elogies upon the 
Water of this Well; for there is a Tradition deliver'd from 
bm by the Caliph Omar, That the Water of the Well of 
Zemzem is a Sovereign Remedy, and reſtores to Health him 
who drinks thereof; and that he who drinks of it in Abun- 
dance, and quenches his Thirft therewith, obtains Pardon for 
all his Sins. — This Water is preſery'd in Bottles by the 
Plgrims, and brought very often ſome thouſands of Miles to 
preſent to their Friends, as the moſt acceptable r they 
can make them. They affirm, That they who drink of it with 
Devotion, and an implicite Faith, ſhal} be bleſſed with a vaſt 
Strength of Memory 3 and a great Doctor among them for- 
merly, whoſe Name was EI Hafedth, and famous for his prodi- 
dious Memory in quoting Traditions, as the Name implies, ob- 


ny that Bleſſing through the Virtue of that Water. D'Her- 
er, : 


(4) Sure my Author is here miſtaken in his Meaſuring ; 
for Edriſſi, in his Geography, writes, That the Caabah or Square. 
Chapel which is in the Temple -at Mecca, is, on the Sides 
on Eaſt to Weſt, twenty tour Cubits long, and from North 
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to the End that this Work might be compleated WH © V 
out Labour, the bleſſed Angel taught Abraham m f 
Words (he ſays four Words) to repeat, by the VithelMl © x 
whereof the Holy Edifice was accompliſhed. 1 

Thmael was preſent in Company with his Fathe MW an: 


at whatever was tranſacted upon that Occaſion, 2 
one who might juſtly lay Claim and Pretenfion of 
being a principal Sharer in a Work of that Nature, 
When all was finiſhed, the Angel ſaid to Are 
ham; © You are now to be informed and to take 


Notice, that this Fabrick is erected as the Mo- ba 
del, and in Imitation of Seven others which are MW p: 
in Heaven, and that this alone ſhall ſurpaſs in o. 
** Excellency thoſe Ccaoleſtial ones all together; v 
* ſince this is deſign d for the Station, the Reſidence MW | 


* of the Seal of Pardon and Remiſſion of Sins, and MW ( 
e is appointed to be the Seat and Manſion of the 
. © moſt eleffed Lineage that ever has been, or ever 
“ ſhall be created upon the Face of the Earth, who 
are to publiſh, expand and propagate the ' choſen 
„ and divine Law of God. This venerable Manſion 
* ſhall be reſorted to, and viſited by the Flower of | 
* thoſe People who excel all other Nations in the 


kt. 


£ 


to South, it is 23 Cubits in Breadth, the Gate is at the Eaſt-End, | 
and the Threſho!d of it is about 4 Cubits above the Ground; ſo that | 
there being no Steps to go up to it, thoſe that come to pray 
there lean their Foreheads againſt it: At the Corner of it is 
the Black Stone which is held in ſuch high Veneration by all Muſſal- | 
mans. The Caabah is twenty ſeven Cubits high; its firft Roof is 
not expoſed to the Weather, there being another over it for 
the Rain to fall on. The ancient Arabs were wont to cover the | 
Outfides of this Temple with the Works of their beſt Poets, 
wrought upon Silk in Letters of Gold; and now the Mabometans 
cover the firſt Roof, and the Walls, with the richeſt Silks and 
Cloth of Gold, formerly provided by the Caliphs and Sultans 
of Agypt, and now by the Ottoman Emperor. — The Cover” i 
ing which is now ſent every Year from Conſtantinople, I have 
been often inform'd by credible Eye-Witneſſes, is of Green Vel- | 
vet richly embroider'd. —— This Caabob they call Beit Allah, | 
or God's Houſe : Some of their Writers ſay, it was not built 
till after Zugar's Death. VVV 

« World 


Mahometiſm Explain d. 127 
© World for Nobility; and who, as they hold the 
« firſt Rank upon Earth, are likewiſe the moſt 
„regarded in Heaven. 
When Gabriel had ſaid theſe Words, he departed; 
and Abraham began and went on with this pious 
Undertaking, as to what concerned that meritori- 
ous Work, being continually accompanied with 


Iſymael his Son. He omitted nothing of what lie 


had been enjoyn'd by the Angel, ſo that the ſan- 
ctified Space of Ground which had been marked out, 
having had the Foundation laid, was ſoon encom- 


paſſed with ſtrong and beautiful Walls, and, in fine, 
compleatly finiſhed : At which, Abraham (as 


well he might ) being well pleaſed, and full of 
Joy, made this ſhort Prayer to the Lord his 
As * Accept 


5 


8 


(a) I find theſe Lines in D' Herbelot, under the Name Abra- 
bam, which, becauſe they mention ſomething of this Prayer of 
Abrabam, may, perhaps, be neither impertinent to the preſent 
Purpoſe, nor unacceptable to the curious Reader. © One of the 
principal Fictions the M. bhometans have concerning Abraham, 
© js this that folloxs. — In that Chapter of the Alcoran, which 


& hears the Title of Abraham, that Patriarch prays to God 


« thus; Lord! make this Land fee, and grant, that neither I, nor 
* my Son, may ever worſhip Idols.“ The Country here meant, is 


| the Territory of Mecca, which ſtill enjoys perfect Freedom; 
for it is not lawful to put any Man to Death therein, nor to 


hunt any Beaſt, ar ſhoot Bircs, Some of the Interpreters will 
have it, that Abraham's Prayer was fully heard, becauſe that 
neither [-mzel, nor any of his Race, ever adored Idols; but in 
this Point, they diſagree, oth:rs hclding them to be abſolute 
Idolaters. In the Sequel of the ſame Chapter, Abrabam ſays to 


God, Lord / Thou haſt placed one of my Sons in a barren Valley, near 


thy Holy Huſe, Upon thoſe Words, the Interpreters ſpeak 


thus; © Sarah, Wife to Abraham, not being able to endure 


* Hagar or her Son Iſhmael in Paleſi ine, uſed many Intreaties 
* with Abraham to ſend them into a deſart Country where 
„there was no Water. Abrabam was mightily concern'd at this 
„ Propoſal, but Gabriel the Archargel bad him do as Sarah 


deſired; and at the ſame Time he tranſported the Mother 


* and the Son to the County of Mecca, which was barren 
and without Water, where the Angel made a Spring to 


guſh 
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* Accept, O merciful and gracious Lord 
Work, which I have brought to Perfection in Ol 
dience to thy Command, and to Thee alone, 
to thy Glory and Honour, it is dedicated. 
Lord! of thy infinite Mercy and Goodneſs, give 
the Grace to become Muſſulmans and true Be 
vers, and that our Nations and Poſterity my * 
follow thy Path. Teach and inſtruct them 

their Duty, that they may be capable of (en 
ing and walking before thee, in the ma 
that thou willeſt that all Creatures ſhould do 
order to appear before thy Judgment- Seat. 
ſpire their Hearts with a true and perfect Pal 
tence; for we are not ignorant, that thou art 
ways ready to accept, receive, and reward a 
cere Contrition and Repentance of our Tra 
< greſſions. Send down to them (I mean, to 
and our Poſterity and Tribe) Prophets and Mi 
e ſengers from among themſelves, and out of then 
«© own Tribes, who may inſtruc them in the M. 
e ſteries of thy moſt Holy and Divine Law, and? 
„ may teach and diſcloſe to them the Arcana of *? 
< thy ſacred Scripture. Cleanſe and purify their 

Souls, that under thy . Almighty Protection they 
may live and enjoy the Life Eternal and Ever 
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er gout under Ihmael's Feet, which was the only Water in the 


“Country about, and is a veryefamous Well among the Ma- 
* hometans, called Zemzem, &c. The Temple of Mecca was 
“ not then built; but there was in the ſame Place, a great 
Structure, called Sorah, after the Manner of a Temple which 
* had been there ever ſince Adam's Days, if we will give 
Credit to the Mahometan Traditions. That Antiquity ren- 
„ der'd it venerable, and it was reſorted to by all the People 
„of the Country, who would ask any Mercy or Favour from 
„ God. Abraham prayd to God, That the Place might be Fes 
„ pled, and produce abund mtly the Fruits of the Earth. His Prayer 
„ was heard, for the Tribe of Giorham came and ſettled a 
* there; and there are now found at Mecca, Fruits belonging 


to the four Seaſons of the Year, all at once, and in great. 
« Plenty, 5 
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laſting; 
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e laſting ; for thou art Gracious and Bountiful in 
* all thy Doings, and thy Knowledge is infinite. 
I implore, O Lord! thy. Bleſſing and Protection 
* for this City, that thou wouldeſt vouchſafe to 
* guard and defend it from the evil Wiſhers and 
Enemies thereof. Grant thy Benediction to the 
Fruits and Seeds of the Earth, that they may mul- 
* tiply and bring forth for the Uſe and Nouriſh- 
ment of Mankind; I mean, of thoſe who know 
and acknowledge thee, by maintaining the Truth 
** of thy Divinity: But thoſe, O Lord! who 
* do not ſerve nor believe in thee, let them be 
* confounded, and caſt into endleſs Torments. Amen. 


This glorious Fabrick, when it was intirely com- 
pleated, the Walls and Roof thereof appeared as 
ſhining and as beautiful as the Sun. (a) | 


* 


— 1 


4) As to the Deſcription of the caabab, ſee the Note a little 
before, where 1 have ſaid ſomething to that Purpoſe. Temples 
| are by the Arabians, ſince Maheomer's Days, cated Juamma, 
i. e. Places of Congregation 3 but more properly, Mefzed, from 
which Word, the Spaniards corruptly write Meſquita, and the 
French from them Moſquee, and we Moſque. The two moſt 
Venerable Temples among the Muſulmans, are, this at Mecca, 
witch is the chief and principak one, and by way of Excel- 
lency has (added to its other Titles) the Name of Meſged el 
Haram, or the ſacred Temple, and that at Mdina, which 
Mabomes cauſed to be built when he fled thither (See Dr. 
Prideaux L. Mah. p. 41, 8c.) called Me ſged el Nabi, or the Prophet's 
Temple; in this he preach'd, pray'd and was buried. This 
is generally viſited by the Mahom-ran Pilgrims after they have 
been at the firſt. Theſe are both together peculiarly called Ha- 
ramain, the Two Sacied Places. | | 
1 have met with no Author who gives ſuch accurate and im- 
partial Accounts of the Pilgrimage to theſe Places, and of the 
Places themſelves, as Albe / tus Bobovias, whoſe Treatiſe is annexed to 
the Engliſh Verfion of Relard's Mah. Rel. p. 125, & ſ-a; and 
Fus in his Hiſtory of Algiers (to which Books 1 farther refer 

the curious Readers) ſince they were Eye Witneſſes of what 
they relate, and, in every Reſp: &, agree with all the Deſcrip— 
dens 1 have heard from ſeyeral Haggr's, or Pilgrims. 
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© laſting ; for thou art Gracious and Bountiful in 
„ all thy Doings, and thy Knowledge is infinite. 
“% implore, O Lord! thy. Bleſſing. and Protection 
« for this City, that thou wouldeſt vouchſafe to 
© guard and defend it from the evil Wiſhers and 
* Enemies thereof. Grant thy Benediction to the 
Fruits and Seeds of the Earth, that they may mul- 
« tiply and bring forth for the Uſe and Nouriſh- 
* ment of Mankind; I mean, of thoſe who know 
* and acknowledge thee, by maintaining the Truth 
of thy Divinity: But thoſe, O Lord! who 
do not ſerve nor believe in thee, let them be 
* confounded, and caſt into endleſs Torments. Amen. 


This glorious Fabrick, when it was intiręly com- = 
pleated, the Walls and Roof thereof appeared as 
ſhining and as beautiful as the Sun. (a) | 


—— 
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(4) As to the Deſcription of the caabab, ſee the Note a little 
before, where I have ſaid ſomething to that Purpoſe. Temples 
are by the Arabians, ſince Mahomet's Days, calted Juamma, 
i. e. Places of Congregation ; but more properly, Mejg*d, from 
which Word, the Spaniards corruptly write Meſquita, and the 
French from them Moſquèe, and we Moſque» The two molt 
venerable Temples among the Muſſulmans, are, this at Mecca, 
which is the chief and principal one, and by way of Excel- 
lency has (added to its other Titles) the Name of Meſged el 
Haram, or the ſacred Temple, and] that at M-dina, which 
Habomet cauſed to be built when he fled thither (See Dr. 
Prideaux L. Mah. p. 4.1, 8c.) called Me ſgcd el Nabi, or the Prophets 
Temple; in this he preach'd, pray d and was buried. This 
s generally viſited by the Mahometan Pilgrims after they have 
been at the firſt. Theſe are both together peculiaily called Ha- 
ramain, the Two Sacied Places. 

1 have met with no Author who gives ſuch accurate and im 
partial Accounts of the Pilgrimage to theſe Places, and of the 
Places themſelves, as Alberts Bobovias, whoſe Treatiſe is annexed to 

„the Engliſh Verfton of Reland's Mah. Rel. p. 125, & ſ:q and 

Fus in his Hiſtory of Algiers (to which Books 1 farther refer 
the curious Readers) ſince they were Eye Witneſſes of what 
they relate, and, in every Reſp:&, agrec with all the Delcripe 
£0ns J have heard from ſeyeral Hagegr's, or Pilgrims. 
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'F 7 
The: Grand Signior, afar al his 10 1 Titles, ſtiles himſelf Abe 
Servant of theſe Two Holy Places —— In the ſecond Chapter 
of the Alcoran, caſi.d E Bacrah, there are theſe Words; We 
hate eftabirſhed a Houſe or Temple to be the Means for Men 0 
gain mucb Merit; and farther on in the Chapter Amran „ e 
firſt Tem ſe that was tuilt for Man, is that of Beccah, which! ferves 
for a Bleſſing and Direction for we, and in which there are. fuch 
evident and remarkable Signs. The Expoſitors ſay, That Beecah 
3s the ſame as Mecca ;, that the Bleſſing here mentioned, is both 
Spiritual and Temporal 3 that the Sight only of that Temple, is 
as meritorious as all the Devotions a Man could perform for a 
whole Year, in any other. The remarkable Signs in this Tem- 
ple are, the Meccam Ibrahim, or Abrabam's Station, and the 
Sanituary. As for the firſt, they affirm, That there is the Print 
of Abrabam's Feet on the ſolid Stone; that this Impreſſion is ſo 
deep, it reaches up to a Man's Ancles; and that it has been pre- 
ſerved fo many Ages, againſt all the Attempts of the Idolaters, who 
endeavour'd to detace ir. The other Sign is, its being an ile 
for all Criminals, who cannot be taken out upon any Account, 


provided they are in the Temple; and Sinners receive there the 
ful! Remiſſion oi all their Sins. 


Theſe are t1e Authentick Traditions o thoſe People. 
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The Angel Azarael, ſurnamed Malec el Maut, 
or the Angel of Death, is ſent to Abraham 
with the News of his being elected for God's 
Friend. The Author's Reflections thereupon. 
That Angel deſcribod. His Diſcourſe with 
Abe ana Abraham's Terror. His Hu- 
mility and Reſignation : With the Author's En- 
comiums upon that Subject. Abraham's Fear 
ill the Angel was gone, and ay. at bis De- 
par ture. 


SS the Lord is 10 ! and His 
ay) [uſtice ſo exact and great, that He 
{ never ſuffers any Crime to paſs with- 
ont Chaſtiſement, nor any Deed of 
SLAC Picty or Goodneſs to be unrewarded; 

He, to recompence Abraham «or his Up- 
r:ghtneſs and Integrity, and likewiſe, for his inde- 
tatigable Aſſiduity in ſerving Him, and obſerving 
His Holy Precepts, moſt graciouſly vouchfated to 


dect him for his Fipen al (a) Friend, which was the 
K 2 : moſt 


—— —— 


22 


The Mabomet ins call Airaham K bali! Allah. i, e. God's Friend, 
and ablolutely El Khali!, that is, The intimate and familiar Friend 3 


and therefore the oy Hebren, where he was buried, is often, in 
| theie 
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moſt eſtimable, and deſirable Grace and Favour 
any Mortal, till that Time, ever had, or P bly 
could enjoy; and, for a Confirmation of this inefti. 
mable Election, the Almighty Lord of Lords com- 
manded EL Malec ef Maut, or The Angel Death, to 


deſcend from Heaven with this joyful News, and to 


deliver the Meſlage. 
0 


A — —_— ——_ 
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their Books, called by that ſame Name. Beſides the 
Ticle Abraham has to this Name in Holy Writ, the Muſul- 
mans Ceduce another from theſe Words of the A'coran, in the 
Chapter Nefa, or of Women; God rok Abraham for his Friend. 
Whereupon, - the Expoſitors tell us how he came to obtain that 
Favour of Gcd, in the following Manner. —— Abraham, as 
appears by the Actions of his Lye, being become the Refuge 
and Father of ali the Poor of the Country Where he reſided, 
and in a Time of Dearth, having emptied all his Granaries to 
ſuſtain them, he was himſelf reduced to great Extremity ot 
Want, inſomuch, that for a Supply, he was obliged to ſend 
his Servants, and Camels into Agypt, to a Friend of his, who 
was one of the principal Men in that Country, to procure him 
Corn: But when that Friend underſtood what Abraham's Ser- 
vants came about, he ſaid to them, We are ourſelves in Fear 
of a Famine in this Land; and beſides, I am ſatwfied, that Abra- 
ham does not want Corn for his Family, but only for the Poor of 
tis County; and therefore, I do not think it reaſonable to ſend him 
what ought to be kept for the Maintenance of our onn Poor, This 
modeſt Refuſal was a great Concern to 4brabam's People, who 
were forcd to return Empty; and the more, when they were 
near Home, fearing to be derided and laughed at by the Coun- 
try People; and therefore they filled their Sacks with very fine 
white Sand they found, in their Way. (In Barbary their fineſt 
Flower or Meal very exactly reſembles that Sort of Sand.) 
When they came to their Maſter, che chiefeſt of them whil- 
per'd in his *E:rs how ill they had ſped, and Abrabam, without 
ſhewing the leaſt Concern, went into his Oratory to ſeek Com- 
fort from God. Sarah his Wife was afleep when the Camels 
arrived, and knew nothing of what had happen'd; ſo that ſeeing 
the full Sacks when ſhe awaked, ſhe opened one of them, and 
found therein very good Meal, with the which ſhe immediately 
began fo make Bread for the Poor. 4brabam having perform d 
his Bevotions, came out, and ſmelling the new Bread, ask d 
of Sarah, What Meal fle had to make it of ? Who reply'd, That 
your Friend ſent you our of Ant. Nay, anſwered Abraham, 
rather ſay, It was ient me by the True Friend, which is God; 
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© O unfathomable Myſteries! What Mortal is ca- 
* pable of comprehending thoſe my ſterious and ob- 
* ſcure Anigma's which the Lord has ſhewed to 
Mankind in all Ages! To fee that in all the, Trou- 
* bles, Perſecutions, Afflictions, Calamities, Affronts, 
© Indignities, Neceſſities, Impriſonments, and even 
* Fire, which this Venerable Patriarch went through, 
* his continual and inſeparable Conſolation, Fortreſs, 
„and Defence, was the Holy Angel Gabriel, the 
Great Comforter in Affliction, and Time of Need; 
* and that now, in order to rejoyce him with ſuch 
glad and unprecedented Tydings, he ſhould chuſe 
* the Angel of Death, to ſend the Meſſage by; whoſe 
very Name is ſo terrible upon Earth, that the Ap- 
. prehenffas his Approach, deadens all our Content, 
and fills our Souls with Horror and Trembling, and 
* makes a difapreeable Mixture of Bitter with all 
* our Sweets; which, as they are only the Fruits 
and Product of this tranſitory World, no Autum- 


n : 8 


for He never forſakes us in Time of Need. So that at this Time 
Abraham called God his Friend, as God had taken him for His. 
As much as the Mabometans extol this Prerogative of Abraham's, 
they ſometimes leſſen it, out of a ſort of Jealouſy, ſaying, That 
the Title of Habib, which they give their Falſe Prophet, and figni- 
fies Beloved Fawourite, is much greater than that of KH“, which 
is only a Familiar Friend. Thus they ſay, That 4braham's Friend- 
ſhip with God went no further than a Confo-mity to His Will in 
any Condition; but Mahomer's Favour, was a State of pecfect Cha- 
rity, ſo that he had no Subſiſtance but in God. Yet, nevertheleſs, 
They own, That the Stile of God's Friend is expreſly given to Abra- 
m in the Word of God, whereas, that of God's Favourite, given 
to Mahomet, is only deducted by Inference, thus; Mahomer ſays in 
the Alcoran, Adbere to me, and God will cheriſh ou. Now, ſay they, If 
G14 cheriſhes thoſe that Adhere to ths Prophet, how much more will he che- 
riſh himſelf 2 The Mahometans go yet further; for they ſay, That 
Abraham only walked in the Lord's Ways, but :5omet was rapt 
and drawn away. Theſe and more Miþh1etanimpious Abſurdities 
are comprehended in one Diſtich by a Perſian Poet, Houſſain Vuex, 
who ſays, That Abraham was but a great Offizer in the Army of 
God's Mejſenger, and the Meſſiah was the Maſter of the Ceremonies 


In his Palace. 
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could never yet be found, that the Pleaſures and 
Delights we enjoy in this World, were perfectly 
complete, but alloy'd with the Dregs © ar Ae 
Bitterneſs and Diſcontent; and all proceeding from 
the Terrors that Formidable Angel inſpires our 
Souls withal. 

This was Abr abant s Caſe at that Juncture; for tho 
the Meſſage he received, was the moſt capable of fil- 
ling a Soul with Joy, of any that had ever, *till then, 
been ſent to Man; yet there was ſomething fo great, 
o venerable, and indeed ſo very ſhocking and terri- 
tying, in only the bare Name of the Meſſenger, that 
That alone was ſufficient to damp his Joy, and to 
make him quake with Fear. 

But, that the Approach of this Dreadful Meſſenger 
might not have a fatal Effect on the Spirits of our Holy 
Patriarch, God, of His incomprehenſible Bounty * 
Clemency, was pleas'd to command bim to aſſume a 
moſt glorious Form, and to appear before Abraham 
with nothing able to ſtrike Terror, but rather to in- 
fule a Thouſand Ecſtatic Raptures. 


In this Manner therefore the Tre Mighty 
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Azararl, departed from before the Throne of Glory: 
The Form he had aſſum'd was fo 
ſplendent, that never any of the whole Celeſtial 
Choir of Angels was before that Time known to ap- 
pear under fo glorions 2 Figure, or ſo ſumptuouſly and 
magnificently adorn'd. His Countenance was fo 
ſprightly, ſo lovely, and fo raviſhingly glorious, 


that he appear'd among the reſt as ſurpaſſingly beau- 


tiful as does a Roſe among other Flowers; and his Eyes, 
in Brightneſs and Refulgency, reſembled Two Suns: 
His Garment was moſt precionſly adorn'd with ex- 
ceſſive rich Embroidery and Flowers of Heavenly 


Growth: His Tongue meladioully ſweet; and his 


Speech 


cious Faculty ot ripening and bringing them to p. 
fection, or ever, intirely, to take away the abomi- | 
* pably nauſeous and bitter Savour thereof: For it 


eedingly re- 
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Speech engaging, perſuaſtve, and eloquent, as if Honey 
dropt from his Lips; and when he open'd thoſe grace- 
ful Lips to utter any Words, moſt exquiſite Perfumes, 
and balmy, ſpicy Odours proceeded trom his Mouth. 
In a Word, he was ſo inexpreſſibly beautiful, and caſt 
ſuch Splendor from him all around, that the whole An- 


o 


gelick Choir remain'd in Admiration. 


Azarael, ſuch as I have deſcrib'd him, directed his 
Steps towards Abrabam's Habitation, and, without 
any Ceremouy, went in. However, he ſoon had 
Notice of what ſort of a Gueſt he had got in his Ap- 
partment, by the uncommon Fragrancy of his Per- 
times. He, who was the moſt zealous of all Men, be- 
holding a Perſon of ſo extraordinary an Appearance 
under his Roof, could not help being diſpleas'd, and 
ſo, with great Concern and ſome Heat, faid to him; 
© Tell me, I defire you, Friend; what is your Buſi- 
* neſs here ? Or how came you into my Houſe with- 
out my Leave? To which the Angel of Death re- 


＋ 


ply'd; © The Owner of the Houſe ſent me hither, and 


* likewiſe gave me Orders to come 1n, and fo-you are 
„to blame to put your-ſelf in a Paſſion, or to be 
concern'd at my being here. How! ſaid Abraham, 
Has my Houſe another Owner beſides my ſelf 
who live in it? Don't you know Him? ſaid 42arael 
ſternly; Are you ignorant, that He who created 
you, has the Diſpoſal of All whatever 1s or ever 
ſhall be created ; and that it 1s He who commands 
Every-where, and that His Power is Univerfal? If 
then, anſwer'd Abraham, trembling, You are a 
Heavenly Meſſenger, as you ſeem to be, tell me, 
I beſeech you, who you are, and what is your 
Name? Keep me, I intreat you, no longer in Suſ- 
pence; for with only your Looks, you touch me to 
the Quick, but your Speech confounds my Facul- 
ties; you diſturb my Intellectuals, and cauſe the 
Blood in my Veins to run both hot and cold; my 
* Body quakes, and my Joints tremble and ſeem d1'- 
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6e located ; my Heart violently throbs and pants 

and will be no longer contained in its natural Sta: 
tion, the Compaſs. whereof is now grown too nat 
row for i it, and it can find no reſting Place therein! 
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The Celeſtial Meſlenger, who perceived the great 


Conſternation Abrabam was under, made him this Au- 
Iwer; Lam Him, at the Thoughts or Mention of 
e whoſe Name, all Mortals tremble, even from the 


deepeſt and moſt profound Centers of the Earth, 


to the very Summits of the moſt lofty Edifices. 1 
am Him who exempts none from the taſting of tay 


bitter Cup; I make neither Difference nor Defe- 
rence; but to Me all are equally alike; the Little 


" and the Great; the Rich and the Poor ; from the 


meaneſt Peaſant to the moſt powerful Monarch, 


from the greateſt Emperor to the pooreſt Goat-herd. 


I am the only Aza/aya | Watch-Tower] that over- 
looks All that has Breath; fince no Creature that 


has Lite, can, by any Means, abſcond or conceal 


itſelf from my Sight. I am Him who conſumes, 


deſtroys, and annihilates numerous Hoſts, and 
mighty and invincible Armies, and diſpoils the 
Bodies, depriving them of their beloved Breaths. 
I it is who People and Repleniſh the Burying Pla- 
ces with Inhabitants, and cauſe them to, lie within 


the Narrow Confines of a Shallow 6 when, 


at the ſame Time, and on the contrary, I depo- 


pulate the Manſions of the Living, and deprive 
Wo of their Owners: Cities, Towns, and Caſtles, 


I cat down to the Ground; I turn into Ruins and 
Rubbiſh lofty Palaces and ſumptuous Fabricks, 
laying them level with their Foundations ; ming- 
lng their Founders with the Duſt, and baffling all 

the Artifices they are capable of inventing by way 
ot Prevention. The moſt magnificent and ſtately 


Tempies I tumble down, and Heroes with their 


Pomp, Grandeur and Ambition, I make even with 
their Native Earth. All this, and infinitely more, 
I do, without the leaſt Compaſſion or Nene for 


« the 


& ous and diſcoloured Complections; and the pregnant 
projecting Heads of the moſt accompliſhed and 
« learned Stateſinen, are by me converted into unſight- 


„ly and frightful Sculls. The moſt delightful Com- 


% panies, and the ſweeteſt and moſt endearing Con- 
« verſations I diſturb and ſeparate, turning all their 


# Mirth and Content into doleful Weepings and La- 


© mentations. I am Him who ſowres all Pleaſures, 


and parts one Friend from another, without inquiring 


K or conſidering whether he be Rich or Poor, Happy 


« or otherwiſe. I am at Peace with none ; I never 


give Ear to Reaſon or Arguments; I am a Friend 
„to no Man, and I treat all exactly alike. The 


“ Title I am called by is, Agarael the Angel of 


Death; This is the Name of Him who never fears 


© any, yet is feared by all the Generations of Man- 


kind.” 


The Preſence Abraham was in, the Harangue which 


had been made him, and, finally, the Mention of 
the Name he had heard, amazed and terrified him 
to ſuch a Degree, that, for the Space of an Hour, he 
had neither Breath nor Motion. When he was ſome⸗ 


what recovered from his Lethargy and Aﬀoniſhment, + 


ne began to breathe, and making an Effort to ſpeak, 


he faintly uttered theſe Words; I humbly beſeech you 


to let me know, What is your Pleaſure with me © But 
beg it may be in as few Words as poſfible ! Azaracl, 


in a mild, low and affable Accent encouraged him, ; 


and with a pleaſant, ſmiling Countenance returned 
this gracious Anſwer : „„ 

* Fear nothing, Abraham; The moſt High and 
* Everlaſting Creator, who makes and unmakes, or- 
* dains and diſpoſes of all Things according to His 
„Divine Will, and can act in all reſpects what He 
** Pleaſes without Contradiction or Controll from 
* any one, has vouchſafed to ele& from among the 
* Sons of Men, a Friend ; One whom He condeſcends 

| 0 
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the Sufferings of Mortals. It is I who change the 
% moſt lovely and beautiful Countenances into hide- 
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* deems him worthy thereof: And in order to're- 
** joyce the Heart of that deſerving Servant with 
** thoſe Bleſſed Tydings, He commanded me to come 
* down, and demand the Albricias | a Reward for 
* good News] of that Perſon whom He has choſen 
for his Friend. Now, tell me, Abraham, what you 
© think ought to be required at the Hands of that 
* choſen Servant? and in what Manner he is obliged 
to retaliate ſo mighty a Grace, and ſo uncommon a 
* Blefhing ? | FL b 


Abraham, who was very attentive in liſtening to this 


pleaſing Diſcourſe of the Angel *till he had done ſpeak- 


ing, with a Countenance full of Joy, faid ; Direct me, 
my Lord, Iintreat you, where I may obtain a Sight 
of this molt worthy and venerable Perſonage, that I 
may, 1n the Name of the Lord my God, adore the 
Duſt of his Feet, and even the Ground he treads upon; 
Conduct me where I may enjoy the Happineſs of 
communicating with him, and of beholding his 
Face and hearing him ſpeak; for he being ſo 
faithful and beloved a Servant of God, I ſhall 
greatly glory in being honoured with the Title of 
a faithful and obedient Servant to him; and that 
the Water he drinks and the Bread he eats, I may 
be permitted to fetch all upon my Shoulders, and 
that he will vouchſafe to receive the ſame at my 
Hands. If I may be thought worthy of this ho- 
nonrable Employment, which I ſhall eſteem as my 
greateſt Glory upon Earth, I'll. go and caſt my- 
ſelf proſtrate at his Feet; and, to the End of my 


Life, will honour, venerate, ſerve and obey a Man 
of ſuch tranſcendent Merit. | 
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_ Orightly-placd Humility! O praiſe-worthy Am- 


bition! O with what Grace art thou about to inveſt 
thy-ſelf! How deſirable is the Glory thou coveteſt ! 
How many, by ſuch Humility as thine, have been advan- 


ced from the meaneſt and loweſt Conditions, to Sta- 


tions far above the molt glorious Thrones, * 
een 
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been the Means of obtaining for them a Throne of true 
Glory and Honour in the Celeſtial Orbe which is to 
endure till Iſrafil ſhall blow his reſounding Trumpet, 

as happened to the Holy Edrzs, or Enoch (a). It 
was ſich Humility and Reſignation as thine, that 
appeaſed the Vehemency of the General Deluge; it 
was that which put a Period to the Raging ot thoſe 
Waters which no other Veſſe! but that, could have 
contained. It was phat which delivered Lot from thoſe 
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(a) The Patriarch Enoch the Son of Fafed, is by the Arabians 
call'd Edris, or Idris, and ſometimes Abhoukh and K hangiouge. The 
Word Edr# has its Derivation from Ders, which figniftes in Arabick, 
Study and Meditation, from whence a School or College is called 
Meders and Medereſſa, I have mention'd in another Place, that they 
hold Edris, or Enoch, to be one of the Nabeyn Morſeleyn, or Papphets 
exprefly ſent from God; that he had Thirty Volumes given him, 
containing all the Abſtruſe Sciences, Theſe Books of Enoch are 
much talk'd of in the Eaſt. The Author of the Taarick & ontechheb 


MM wits, That this Prophet was the firſt that made War upon the 
| Rice of Cabil, or Cain, which ſort of War is called in Arabick, 


Gthed, and Gaza, and he who makes it, Mogiabed and Gazi, which 
Surnames, the Mahometan Princes take upon them when they are 
ar War with Chriſtians. The ſame Edris, they ſay, firſt made Slaves 
of thoſe Infidels he was at War with. They agree with our Scrip- 
tures, that Enoch liv'd 365 Years, and was taken up into Heaven; 
but they add, that he was ſent by God to convert the Cainites, who 
were grown wicked; and that they refuſing to hear his Doctrine, 
he wag'd War againſt them, taking their Wives and Children into 
Captivity. They ſay, That Edri, for his Portion, had Wiſdom 
and Knowledge, and that Caroun or Xorab, had Ries for his Lot 
that the firſt was taken up into Heaven, and the Jatter ſwallowed 
up by the Earth. They make him the Inventer of the Pen and of 
the Needle, of Arithmetick, and of Aſtronomy, and more eſpeci- 
ally of Geomancy. He was, according to their Traditions, the in- 
nocent Cauſe of Idolatry 5 for an intimate Friend and Diſciple of 
his having loſt him when he was taken up, at the Devil's Inſtiga- 
tion, made a Statue ſo very like him, that he ſpent dis Time by it 
for whole Days together, and paid it ſuch ſingular Honours, that, 
by Degrees, the Regard he had to that !mage of his departed Friend, 
degenerated into Superſtition and Idolatry.-— The Faſtern Chriſti- 
ans hold, that Edr# or Enoch, was the Hermes of the Egyrrians, ſur- 
named Triſmegiſlus, that is, Thrice Great. Vide ard, & 
D'Aerbelot in Edris. = | 
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fiery Bolts, and from the Fury and Wrath of Heaven, 
\ at the Time when thoſe ſinful Cities were deſtroyed, 
| and when nothing elſe could have preſerved him, it 
was that which divided the Red-Sea into Twelye 
Paths, by which Moſes and his Tribes got ſafe over, 
when the Waves rejoyning the haughty Pharaoh 
and his impious Followers were ſwallowed up. The 
fame it was that ſet (a) Joſeph at Liberty out of the 
Pit, freed him from Bondage and out of Priſon, ad- 


1 


4 


„ 


(a) The Patriarch Fiſeph is by them called Vouſowf ben Yaroub : 
They give him the Surname of Siddich, or the true Witnels, becauſe 
he made, as they ſay, a Child in the Cradle ſpeak, to declare the 
Truth of what had happen'd between his Mafter's Wife and himſelf. 
He was but Seventeen Years of Age when he told the Dream that 
made his Brothers ſel] him into Ægypt, where Rian ben Walid then 
reigffd. This Prince, who was allo called Pharaoun the common Ii. 
tle of all the Kings of that Country, and in the Aigyptian Tongue fig- 
nifies an abſolute Monarch, was inſtru&ed by Joſeph in the Knowledg 
of the True God; but had a wicked Succeſſor, whoſe Name was Ka- 
bous ben Meſaab.—Ebn Batrich, a Chriſtian Writer, and Patriarch of 4 
le xandria about the Year of our Lord Chriſt 922, wrote a Book, 
wherein he ſays, Foſeph was 30 Years old when he marry'd Aſimab, 
the Daughter ot the Kaben of Ain Semſh, The Word Kahen, taken 
from the Hebrew Cohen, ſignifies Prieſt, Sacerdote, Augur, or Divi- 
ner, and Ain Semſh, the Eye, or Fountain of the Sun, which is the 
Name of the City the Scripture calls 0", and the Greeks Heliopolis. 
—— The ſame Author, will have the Meaſure for the Overflowing 
of the Nile at Memphis to be the Work of Joſeph, as alſo the Canal 
cut at Grand Cairo, for carrying off the Waters of the ſaid River, 
the which our Travellers cali Cals. To thele Works may be added, 
the Well and Publick Granaries, which to this Day bear that Patri- 
arch's Name; and many wih have it, that he had a Hand in raifing 
the Obelisks, and building the Pyramids. Much more is related to 
his Advantage, ſo that his Memory is held in great Veneration: But 
what make him the moſt famous among the Mahomerany, are his 
Amours with Zoleika, Daughter to Pharaoh, and Wife to Potiphar. 
This Fable they have learnt from the 4Icoran, and make Ute of it to 
raiſe Mens Hearts above common and vulgar Loves, like the Book 
of Canticles ; for they make Joſeph to repreſent the Creator, and 
Zoletha the Creature. They likewiſe affirm, That F:ſ-ph had A 
ſhining Speck on his Shoulder like a Star, which, they ſay, Was an 
-_- --jndclible Mark of his Gift of Prophecy, ard of his future Greatneſs. 


His extraordinary and incomparable Beauty, is highly extoll'd 2 
mongſt them, | 


vancing 
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vancing his Name above that of Kings. This it was 
that in like manner reſtored Solomon to his Wealth, 
(a) Empire and happy Condition, after he was be- 
come ſo miſerably poor and deſpicable, that he was 
ſcorned and derided even by the Beggars and Men- 
dicants. What but this was it that cauſed the Li- 
ons to fawn upon Daniel when the Aſſyrian Tyrant 
had caſt him into the obſcure and difmal Den? Ni- 
nive was through the ſame Means delivered from the 
impending Stroke, at the very Inſtant when it ſeemed 
to be juſt upon the Point of falling, as we may ſay, 
upon its Shoulders; And, likewiſe, that great and 
memorable Prophet Jonas, was by this, and nothing 
elſe, preſerved in that nonſtrous Paunch, and, to the 
World's ſo great Benefit, that Leviathan was forci- 
bly compelled to diſgorge him up again upon the 
Shoar againſt its Will. By his it was, that the Re- 
bellious Angels were diſcomfitted and overcome, when 
the proud Lucifer waged that impious War upon 
his Refuſal to pay the required Homage to the new- 
created Man: This it was that broke all their Mea- 
ſures, and caſt them down from Heaven into the 
loweſt Abyſſes, where they ſhall remain in perpetual 
Torments to all Eternity. And, finally, all that 
I have been ſaying is compleatly confirmed, as well 
as innumerable other Miraculous and Triumphant 
Myſteries and Trophies, in the never-to-be-forgotten 
Hiſtory of the venerable Perſonage I am treating a- 
tout, who well deſerves our greateſt Regard and Re- 
verence. By the Virtue and Efficacy of 1hzs ſame, he 


a— 
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(4) See concerning Solomon and Daniel in tte Ninth Chapter. 
) They call the Prophet Jonas, Tounoia ben Matbai. In his Story 
they differ not much from our Scriptures, only ſay, He was Forty 
Days in the Fiſh's Belly: Tho, as may be ſeen in the next Chap- 
ter, my Author ſa\s, but Three Days; and, in Truth, in abun- 
dance of the like Traditions, the Sp:niſÞ Moors in general agree 
better with our Scriptures than the reſt of the Mahometans, as the 
Afraticks and Africans make appcar in ai] their Writipgs, 
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underwent N:#rod's fiery Pile fate and unhurt, 4 i 
it he is now ſeated and fixed in the firſt Rank, and in 


the moſt elgvated Station among the Sons ot 05 


Nor is it to be doubted, but that the Heavenly Meſ 
fenger Azatae! was ſo fully ſatisfied with the. com- 
plete Reſignation and Humility of his Arguments and 
his Anſwer, which ſavoured fo little ot this World, 
that he required no other A/bric1as from him for his 
Meſſage, or the joy ful News he brought him, 


< Be joyful, O thou Man of Probity ! ſaid "y 
* Angel to Abrabam, for this Title belongs to thee, 
„ and to none but thee: The Almighty Lord who 
© beſtows His Bounties and Mercies upon thoſe. who 
have fo true and perfect a Knowledge of His Dixi. 
« nity, has elected thee to be His eſpecial Friend, 
* having vouchſated, that, by thy Humility, thou 
e ſhalt be exalted and inthroned in this ſo glorious a 


State of Dignity. Return therefore Praiſes and 


„ Thankſgivings to thy Creator, and glorify His 
” „ Holy Name, who has been ſo wonderfully gracious 
as to beſtow upon thee Mercies of ſo ſublime a 


* and moſt Honourable among Mortals! 


Abrabam having heard theſe Words, remained 
aſtoniſhed and quite confounded, not being able to 
gneſs how or through what Merits of all his former 
Services, Duties, or Devotions, he had deſerved ſo ſig- 
nal and ſo bountiful a Recompence: His Amazement 
was ſo great, that he knew not what he did, but fell 
down flat on his Face, giving Thanks and Praiſes to 
the Lord, wha had been pleaſed to favour him with 
a Gift ſo ſuperlatively glorious. 

In this proſtrate Poſture he continued Two long 
Hours, when riſing up, and looking for the Ange- 
lick Meſſenger, he found him not in the Place where 


he left him; but was gone, having returned the ſame 
Way he came. 


When 


© Nature, whereby thou art become the moſt Noble 


* ere eee 
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When he had ſought for him all about, and ſaw 
that he was not to be found, the good Patriarch re- 


joyced exceedingly; for it is not to be diſputed, but 


that (as he well knew AzaraePs Employment was 
ever to ſeparate the Spirit from the Fleſh, and that his 
Miſſions never tended to the Content and Satisfaction 
of thoſe Perſons to whom he was ſent, but always 
proved fatal to them) he had been under terrible Ap- 
prehenſions; never in the leaft imagining himſelf 
ſafe from Danger after he had once ſeen him; but was 


o 
„ 


poſitively aſſured, that he was ſent to take away his 


Life; and theſe Thoughts and Reflections had infuſed 
ſo ſhocking a Terror into his Imagination, that not- 
withſtanding, as I have before declared, his Embaſſy, 
his glorious Appearance, the Sweetneſs of his Voice, 


and his ſoothing and comfortable Words, his Shape, 


Gracefulneſs and ſumptuous Apparel, were more than 
ſufficient to inſpire the Soul of any Mortal with Ec- 
ſtaſies and Joy; nay, though that ſo exquiſitely beau- 
tiful Countenance caſt forth a Thouſand reſplendent 
Rays, thoſe Eyes, thoſe Lips, that Aſpect and Cœleſtial 


Form, and all thoſe wonderful Perfections, tended to 


excite Raptures in the Beholders; yet the bare know- 
ing who he was, and the very mention of his Name, 
had ſo far diſquieted his Breaſt, and diſturbed and 
confounded him to ſuch a Degree, that all thoſe glo- 
rious Objects he had beheld, thoſe ecſtatic Tydings 
brought him, and that Bleſſed Propoſal, were not 
capable of reſtoring his perturbated Heart to its 
wonted Repoſe and Sedateneſs. But when he was in- 
tirely ſatisfied that he was quite gone, and had left 
him to himſelf, he was exceedingly joyful, return- 
ing to the Lord infinite Praiſes for his Deliver- 
Ance. 


CHAP. 


CH AP. VII 


Go D after having Three Nights ſent his Voice to 


Abraham, on the Fourth commands him to offer 


up his Son Iſhmael as à Sacrifice. His Grief upon 
that Account, and great Love to Iſhmael. 
His Reſignation to Go D's Will, He Diſſem- 


bles with his Wife Hagar, whom he orders to 
make Preparation to Dreſs the Child to be preſent 


at the Offering he was going to make, &c. 


Forza had paſled in the Manner as I have re- 
| ew lated above; after all the Extaſies of 
oy and Content, mixt with Terror 
e and Apprehenſions, that this rew!y 
Flected Friend, the Righteous Abraham, 


had conceiv'd at the Embaſſy of The Ange! of Death, 
he eſteemed his Obligation to the Munificent Donor, 


his Lord and God, to be of ſo extraordinary a Na- 


ture, and ſhew'd ſach Signs of Reſignation, Humili- 


ty, and aſſiduous Devotion, that he never employed a 
ſingle Hour in any Occupation worthy Reproot ; 
but his whole Time was taken up in the Service of the 
Lord his Creator: His Days he generally paſſed in 
Faſting. and the Nights in Watching; and, in a Word, 


he indefatigably ſpent the greateſt part of his Time 
- _ 


— 
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in Prayer, and other Works of Piety, ſcarcely in- 
dulging himſelf with a Moment's Repoſe. 
Having laid himſelf down upon his Bed one 
Night, with his pious and vertuous Spouſe Hagar, 
and his dearly beloved Son Iſhmael, in order to re- 
freſh his wearied Limbs, and to recruit his Spirits 
with a little Reſt, being quite ſpent and worn out 
with the Fatigues of conſtant Faſting, Prayer, and 
ſuch Holy Exerciſes, he ſoon fell aſleep : But he did 
not long enjoy the Benefit of that Refreſhment, for 
he was awakened out of his ſoundeſt Sleep, by a 
Voice, which, with a ſoft and pleaſing Accent, ut- 
tered theſe Words; Abraham, thou perfect Servant 
* of thy Lord! Liſten to what I have to ſay to thee. 
„Awake; no longer indulge thy Senfes with ſoft 
© $Jumbers, but ronze thy ſelf up, and ſhake off 
* thy Drowſineſs. I require at thy Hands, that 
thou pitch upon, and get ready a Sacrifice to 
* offer up in my Divine and Sanctified Name, the 
* which ſhall, by me, be graciouſly and acceptably 
“received, (if thou chooſeſt right) as a Return and 
* Retaliation for what I have done for thee, in ex- 
* alting thy Name to ſuch a Degree of Dignity, 
that thou haſt no Second or Partner in thy Title; 
* and beſides, at the Day of Terror thou ſhalt be 
* further recompenſed; and as now in this Age 
* thy Name is Bleſſed, and has no Equal, fo in Af. 
* ter-Ages thy Memory ſhall be held in Venerati- 
: on, and be called upon with the greateſt Reve- 
- rence.” 5 
Abraham awoke very much terrified afid concerned; 
he paſſed the Remainder of the Night revolving theſe 
Words in his Thoughts, being dubious whether or no 
this Revelation might not be ſome Deluſion of Satan 
to inſnare him, and cauſe him to ſin: However, ay 
ſoon as the Day appear'd, he got up, and in com- 
pliance, as he thought, with what he had been en- 
10 Joined, he killd a very large Camel; and when it 
na: cut in Pieces, he fiſtributed all the Fleſh — 
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the Poor, and others in his Neighbourhood who mige 
have the greateſt Need thereof, and then, addre ng 
1 bimſelf to God, he ſaid; O my Lord! If this 
„ * my Sacrifice has been pleaſing and acceptable to 
| ** thee, let me know it; but if the contrary, inform 
I eme, by ſome Token, in what manner I ſhall a0. 
Fi * compliſh thy moſt Sacred Command 
The very next Night, as he was in a moſt pro- 
W - found Sleep, he heard the ſame Voice again, which 
1 ſaid thus; © Hear, O my beloved Servant! Ap- 
| „ proach towards me with the Sacrifice I required at 
thy Hands, which I ordained thou ſhouldeſt offer up 
in my ſublime Name; and I will ſet it down to 
thy Account. in a more ſingular and advantageous 
manner than ever was done to any mortal Crea- 
ture; and the Reward thou ſhalt receive in Re- 
compence ſhall be exceedingly ſingular and extra- 
ordinary.“ 1 ERR. 
Abraham awoke when he heard the Voice, and in 
the Morning aroſe and ſacrificed a Cow, diſtributing 
the Fleſh to thoſe who moſt wanted it, as he had 
done before, and then once more made his Addreſs 
to the Lord in theſe Words; O King of the Hea- 
* vens! If it has come to paſs that this my Offering 
é has been accepted by thy Sacred Divinity, let it be 
& revealed to me this Night, that I may be ſatisfied 
* whether I have in all Points been able to fulfil thy 
© Holy Ordinance; ſo that in whatever I have been 
N © defective, I may know how to rectify the Omiſſi- 
b ons or Miſinterpretations to a Tittle, as by my 
if * Obligation and Duty to all thy Commands 1 am 
bound to do.“ 
This was what he ſaid the Second Time, and 
when the Third Night was come, he laid him down 
and fell into a ſound Sleep as before, and ſoon after 
the ſame Voice began to call upon him in the ſame 
Terms as it had done the preceding Nights; upon 
which, heing awakened, he inſtantly got up, and 
killed a fine large Fat Sheep, and, as he uſed to do, 
— gave 
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gave it all to the Poor. When he had done this, he 
ſaid; © Moſt Sovereign Monarch! divulge and de- 
« clare to me, how I ſhall make a right Judgment, 
« that I may be able to accompliſh this ny ſtical Sa- 
& crifice!” But on the Fourth Night at the uſual 
Hour, the Voice once more ſaid to him; “ Abraham, 
„ make in my Name the Sacrifice I requure, and 
« you {hall enjoy Eternal Reft! * W 
Abraham, who this Time was awake, and was re- 
volving in his Mind thoſe paſt Revelations, being under 
a deep Concern that he had not hitherto pitched on the 
Right Oblation which his Lord required of him, in any 
of thoſe he had already offered up, he made this An- 


wer: © Moſt powerful Lord! Thou knoweſt I have in 


thy Name offer'd up Camels, Oxen and Sheep; and 
* my Comprehenſion extends not to the unravelling 
* this Myſtery : Expound, therefore, I implore thee, 
„O moſt Benign, moſt Wiſe, and moſt Omnipotent 


Creator! the Arcana of this Ænigmatical Sacrifice: 
Let thy ineffable Wiſdom put me in the right Way $ 


* for my Capacity is too weak to dive into this Se- 
* cret, or to reach any further than the Knowledge 
* of thy wonderful Goodneſs, and thoſe bountitul 
* Mercies I have received from thee ! *? 
The Voice of God now reſounded in his Ears like 
Thunder, ſaying; © Abraham! What I expect and 
* demand of thee for an Offering, 1s not Camels, and 
* ſuch like, as thou haſt ſacrified to me; but the Sa- 
* crifice I require at thy Hands, is, That thy beloved 
* and only-begotten Son: Him whom thou loveſt 


dearer than thy own ſelf: Him who lies fleeping by 


« 


thy Side: Him it is, I demand as an Offering, an 
* with Him, and nothing elſe, ſhall I be contented 
and ſatisfy'd for all I have done for thee, and there- 
with will all thy former Sevices be render'd accept- 
“ able, and the Purity and Integrity of thy Heart 
* will become manifeſt,” | 
O the Inſipidity of Earthly Content! O Pleaſures 
mixt with Gall and Bitterneſs! Almighty Lord of all 
; T 3 Secrets! 
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humane Capacity is able to dive into thy hidden De 
crees? Is it after this Manner that thou treateſt fo ſig 
nalized a Perſon, whom thou haſt elected for thy 9%. 
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Secrets! O moſt High and Powerful Monarch! What 


cial Friend from amongſt all the Inhabitants of the 
Earth! The Angel, not long before, had rejoyc'd his 


Heart with the Tidings of ſo Supreme a Supe- 


riority over the reſt of Mankind; and thou hadſt bleſsd 
him with an only Son in his declining Years, to he a 
Comfort and Support to him in his Old Age: Theſe were 
all certainly, and without diſpute, moſt eminent Tokens 


of a dear Friendſhip ; yet now, when he is at the 


Summit of his Happineſs, when all his paſt Afffictions 


and Perſecutions are over, and his Life began to be 
eaſy and undiſturb'd, and he to be moſt ſenſible of, 


and thanktul for thy uncommon Mercies and Favours 
to him; when his dear Son afforded him the greateſt 
Joy and Comfort, when he began to appear in his 
early flouriſhing Bloom, and gave him the greateſt 


5 Proſpect of Hope, and his Beauty and Qualifications 


attracted the Regards of all his Beholders; Now, I ſay, 
thou commandeſt his Throat to be cut by his own 
Fathers Hands! O unheard of Sentence! What could 


Humane Judgments determine of this Matter! Not as 


of the Proceeding of a Friend, but rather as that of a 
profeſs'd Enemy ; and that Abraham, under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, and at ſuch a Juncture, would have 


chang d all his wonted Piety, and indefatigable Appli- 
cat ion to God's Service, into Diſobedience and Neglect. 


How exquiſitely vile and groveling are Humane Con- 


jiectures! Such fatal and inconſiderate Thoughts as theſe 


can no wiſe conduce to the Welfare or Happineſs of 
thoſe who are ſo ſtupid as to harbour them in their 


Minds! How far do ſuch err from the Point! How far 


Mort do they come of the Mark aim'd at by the 


Sovereign Marks-Man? Would Mortals but ſeriouſly 


conſider, how Gracious, how Munificent, and how 
ready the Lord is to protect us in our Adverſities; and, 
at the ſame Time, remember how impoſſible it is to 


enjoy 
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enjoy per fect Content on this ſide of Heaven, that 
can be of any long Durance, without a Mixture of 
Sorrow and Diſquiet, they would then, without Doubt, 
commit fewer Errors than they do, nor would they 
make ſuch wrong Conjectures. But, O Omnipotent 


and Merciful Sovereign! if our low and earthly Ima- 


ginations ſhould Ignorantly or Inadvertently chance 
to fall into theſe Snares, be pleaſed, likewiſe, to con- 
ſider, that we are formed out of a Matter wherein 
are included our Four dangerous Adverſaries; and that 
it is not fo much to be wonder'd at, if our Natural 
Frailty and Inconſtancy hinder us from reſiſting the 
Aſſaults of the Fleſh, eſpecially when ſuch myſterious 
Anigma's as theſe I am treating about, happen to oc- 
cur and fall in our Way. 1 

But to return to our afflicted Patriarch: When he 
ſaw himſelf ſo evidently convinc'd how erroneous his 
Ideas of the Four preceding Revelations had been, it 
may eaſily be imagin'd, by a ſincere impartial Breaſt, 
what Agonies he muſt undergo, conſidering the tender 
Affection and fervent Love he bore his amiable Son, 
and the Abſoluteneſs of the Injunction. Not being able 
to take any Reſt all the Night, he paſs'd the Hours in 
ſtrange Agitations of Mind; and diſſolv'd, and, in a 
manner, drown'd in Showers of Heart-breaking Tears, 
he took his dear Child in his Arms, kiſſing him be- 


| tween the Eyes, on the Forehead, Cheeks, and Lips Ten 


thouſand times, bedewing his lovely Face all over with 
bitter Tears of Anguiſh, not ſuffering him to ſleep any 
more than himſelf, but held him all the while incir- 
cled in his cloſe Embraces, hugging him to his Boſom, 
and venting moſt lamentable Sighs. His great Love 
to him would have tranſported him much further, had 
he not ſtrove with all his Might, to ſuppreſs and ſtifle 
his Grief for fear of awaking Hagar, the vertuous 
Mother of him, he was beſtowing ſo many Kiſſes up- 
on, and who was likewiſe lying by his ſide; he curbing 
bis riſing Paſſion, and diſſembling what he felt as 


| much as poſſible, being very unwilling to impart a 


L 2 Thing 
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Thing to her which muſt needs be ſo inſupportably 


ſhocking to her very Soul. 


Yet all his Precautions were not ſufficient, nor could 
| he vent his Pallion ſo ſilently, but that ſhe heard his 
Sobs and Groans ; and: as by the great Love and Vene- 
ration ſhe had for her Husband, they gave her a ſenſible 
Diſquiet, ſhe was no longer able to refrain from ſpeaking 

and inquiring into the Occaſion of this unuſual Agita- 
tion; © From whence proceeds it, Abraham, ſaid ſhe, 
** that you have been ſoreſtleſs this whole Night, that 


( 


* lament? Nay, you likewiſe have quite tird my 


dear Child [/hmae! to Death, by pulling him about, 
and not letting him take a Wink of Sleep neither ; 
Pray, my Dear, let me know the Meaning of all 
this}. „ Ma 

* Nothing at all, reply'd Abrabam, diſſembling the 


80 
Cc 
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I hear the Child, which increaſes every Day more 


and more, inſomuch, that l han't the Command of 
my ſelf to conceal or diſſemble it any longer: But I 
muſt defire yon, as ſoon as tis Day, not to negle& 
what I am going tell you; You mult dreſs him in 
his beſt and neweſt Apparel; let every Thing about 
* him be perfectly clean, and well perfum'd ; what 
you have of valuable and coſtly be ſure to put 
it him on, and anoint his Head with the moſt pre- 
cious ſweet-ſcented Oyls, for tis my Deſign to take 
him with me to be preſent at the Sacrifice I intend 
to make. „„ 5 7 
| The good Abraham concluded his Words with a moſt 
profound Sigh fetch'd from the Bottom of his very 
Soul; for as the unexppreſſible Grief he was under 
made him endure an Agony and Sentiment of the 
ſame Nature, and nothing inferior to the Anguiſh a 
Mother feels who has the Child of her Youth torn 
from her Arms never to behold it more, to contain 
the Inflammation of whoſe Breaſt the whole Univerſe 
is by much too narrow: So in the very ſame manner 
1 | wal dB , Ki 


cc 


inſtead of ſleeping, you do nothing but ſigh and 


true Cauſe, but the mighty Affection and Love 
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was the Breaſt of this holy Man inflam'd and in an 
Uproar : His Bed, tho? deſign d for a Place of Comfort 
and Repoſe, could not contain him, but up he riſes, 
and throws himſelf ＋ A upon the Ground, and, in- 
voking the Name of the Lord, with Anguiſh and Bit- 
terneſs of Soul, he made this ſhort Supplication; 

* O Lord! Who with thy All-powerful Hand haſt 
6“ created this Heart of mine of the ſame Matter and 
“ Subſtance as thou haſt the reſt of this my frail. 
* Fleſh which is fo prone to be repugnant to thy 
© Sacred Will and Ordinances ; Grant, I beſeech thee, 
A out of thy unbounded Goodneſs, that both hat and 
* all my Faculties, and my five Senſes, may become 
* all Obedience, and be intirely devoted to thy Plea- 
* ſure, unanimouſly to fulfil thy Commands in every 
* individual Point: Permit, O Creator! that zhey 
* may all bear the ſame Countenance, and bend their 
* Steps wholly towards thee : And as thy Eſſence is all 
* Holy and Divine, let the Infinity of thy Mercy 
bear with my Weakneſs and Reluctancy upon this 
* Occaſion! ? _” 

Whilſt Abraham was thus expoſtulating with God, 
the Royal Princeſs Hagar went about to put in Exe- 
cution what her Husband had recommended to her 
Care. With many Kiſſes and Embraces ſhe awaken'd 
the render and beautiful Youth, and waſh'd his Head 
(as ſhe had been defir'd) with perfum'd Waters of moſt 
exquiſite Odours, in which had been diſſolv'd Cam- 
phire, and other precious Gums, ſuitable to ſuch an 
_ Occaſion, and which in thoſe Days were made uſe of 
in Sacred Solemnities, and held in great Eſteem. 

When the good Child beheld all this unuſual Prepa- 
ration, he ſaid; © For what Reaſon, my dear Mother, 
* have you thus waſh'd my Head with theſe perfum'd 
and fanctify'd Waters, which are only us'd upon 
Holy Occaſions ?” To which Queſtion, this great 
Princeſs reply'd, My Son, it is by your Father's Order, 
* and ſince he has been pleas'd to command it to be 
© done, *tis our Duties to obey him. Now when 
L 4 r 
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Ihmael was dreſsd in all the Ornaments his Fat 
had before given Orders he ſhould put on, his glori 
Countenance caſt forth ſo great a 

ſcur'd the Light of the Sun; and his Father hay 
privately taken a ſharp keen Dagger which he alwa 
kept in good Order lock'd up in a Cheſt, he conce 
it in his Girdle, on the left ſide under his Garment, 
E he was going, Hagar ſaid to him; © Pray take 
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with you a little of ſomething to eat and to drink, 
that if the Child has a Mind, he may refreſh him: 
ſelf with a Mouthful; and if he ſhould complain of 


* any Ailing, bind his Head, and cover it with thig 


and protect you bot. 


coſtly Saſn; and ſo the Men of the Lord guide 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Abraham ſets out with his Son Iſhmael to perform 
the Sacrifice. His diſconſolate Condition upon 
that Occaſion, His wonderful Proſpect of the 
World's Situation. Is tempted by the Devil, but 
repulſes him. The Devil makes three ſeveral At- 
tempts upon Iſhmael to ſeduce him to Diſobedi- 
ence, who, tho* he likewiſe repulſes his Tempta- 
tions, yet ſeems to ſtagger, and is terrified ; but at 
laſt reſigns with admirable Piety and Reſolution : 
He very pathetically encourages his Father, e- 
 horting him to proceed in what he had undertaken. 
Abraham's Preparation and Prayer before the 
Sacrifice, He makes Tryal thrice to kill Iſhmael, 
bat is prevented by Angels. Their Interceſſion 

with God for Iſhmael. Iſhmael's Prayer. 
Abraham tries a fourth Time, but his Arm is 
withheld by the Angel Gabriel, who brings him a 
Ram from Heaven, which Abraham joyfully offers 
up inſtead of his Son, &c. : 


e EN every Thing that was thought re- 
38 W e quiſite and material for this Occaſion 
oO had been prepared and got in Readineſs, 
RD (as I have hinted above) our holy Patri- 
ee: arch, having firſt recommended himſelf 
to the Protection of Almighty God, and taken his 
Leave of the Princeis Hagar his moſt pious and vertu- 
dus Spouſe, he ſet forwards, with his lovely Son 
mee! (whom he led by the Hand) in order to fun 
— — Bras habe 4 | the 
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the Lord's Command concerning the Sacrifice e had 
been enjoyned to offer up to His Holy eig 
The venerable, but diſconſolate Old Man, over- 
 whelmed with Grief and Affliction, and ruminati 


in his Mind the Unaccountableneſs of his preſent 


wretched Circumſtances, went on his Way with an 
aking and heavy Heart. He beheld with Tenderneſs, 
Love and Compaſſion his dear Child at every Step he 
made; He look'd upon thoſe his tender and delicate 
Limbs, as yet not arrived to Maturity: He gaz'd on 
that his moſt beautiful Countenance, whereqn the 
glorious Hereditary Light, created for the Ornamental 
Blazon of the Lord's Elefed, appeared fo conſpicuouſly 
reſplendant. He examin'd, with the greateſt Atten- 


tion, this Miracle of Children, from Head to Foot; 


and then, Oh the racking Thought! he call'd to 
Mind, that this very Child, he ſo doated upon; this 
only Child God had been pleas'd to bleſs him withal, 
was now going to be ſo inhumanely butcher'd by the 
Hands of his own doating and tender Parent. Such 
| ſhocking Reflections, ſuch melancholy Heart-break- 
ing Conſiderations as theſe, are certainly much 
eaſter to be conceiv'd in our Imaginations than to be 
expreſs'd by Words ; and they took ſo deep a Root- 
ing in the Heart of the afflicted and ſorrowful Patri- 


arch, that, at every Moment, he fetch'd ſuch bitter 
 Sighs from the very Bottom of his Soul, that each 


feem'd as if it was to be his laſt. 
But leſt a long uninterrupted Continuance of fo 


ſevere a Tryal, might occaſion this bitter Pill of Gall! 


and Aloes to have too great an Influence over his al- 


moſt waſted Spirits, the Lord, to prevent it, and, in 


ſome meaſure, to divert his Thoughts, was pleas'd to 


Mew him a moſt ſtupendous and amazing Myſtery ' * 


For, as he was proceeding on his Way, exceeding pen- 
ſive, and little dreaming of ſuch a Prodigy, be- 
hold! the Seven Earths were all opened to his View, 
inſomuch, that nothing within the profoundeſt Centers, 


occult Receſſes and Abyſſes thereof were concealed 


from 
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from him, but all their Myſtical Arcane expoſed ap- 


parently to his Sight. 


Tho' his Aſtoniſhment was great, as we may eaſily 
imagine, yet nevertheleſs, arm'd with a Heavenly 
Fortitude, he extended his Sight as far as his Eyes. 
would reach, and beheld, O wonderful Proſpect! this 
Earthly Globe the World reſting upon the Point of a 
Bull's Horn, the Bull ſtanding upon a great Fiſh, 
which Fiſh lay extended upon a vaſt Lake of Water. 

Theſe are, indeed, Myſteries and Prodigies which 
ſtupify the Senſes, ſhock the Underſtanding, and are 
by far too ſublime for Humane Comprehenſion! Yet 
from hence Abraham began to conſider and reflect 

upon the Omnipotency and Supreme Divinity of God, 
and that his Works are wholly incomprehenſible, and 
that all and every one of His Creatures in general, 
are bound, tacitely, to conform to the leaſt of his 
Ordinances with an implicite Obedience; fo that, 
ſtrengthen'd by theſe Reflections, he remain'd eaſy, 
ſatisfied, contented, and with a perfect Reſignation 
purſuing his Way with a firm, determined, and con- 
ſtant Reſolution to perform the Sacrifice he had un- 
dere 8 5 

As he was going forwards, that accurſed Enemy of 
Mankind (a) the Devil (who has from the Beginning, 

5 openly 


„ 


ä 
* — 
„ 


—c 


(a) A propos ; Now we are ſpeaking of the Devil, I ſhall give my 
Readers a notable Story the Mahometans tell of Abreham and that 
Seducer of Mankind; There goes a Tradition, That the Devil look- 
ing one Day upon the Dead Carcaſe of a Man the Sea had thrown up 
on the Shore, whereof the wild Beaſts, the Birds of Prey, and the 
| Fiſhes had each devour'd ſome Part, he thought this an excellent Sub- 

ct for him to work upon, in order to inſnare Mankind concerning 
the Point of the Future Reſurrection: For, ſaid he, how can they 
'* conceive that the Parts of this Body, devour'd by ſo many ſeveral 
Creatures, can ever joyn again at the General Reſurrection?“ God 
nowing the malicious and pernicious Deſign of this common Enemy, 
order'd Abraham to go walk upon the Sea- Shore; The Patriarch did ſo, 
and the Devil preſently appeared to him like a Man, ſeeming to be 
tauch aftoniſh'd, and in the greateſt Confuſion, and propos d to _ 
* EG 6 We) as Ee, N 5 18 
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openly declared himſelf as ſuch, and whoſe Thoughts 


* ſome Artifice of Satans which he makes Uſe of to 


£&& 


and Deeds are perpetually tending towards the d A 
ſturbing and diſannulling whatever may be pleaſing W « 
in the Sight of God) to try, it, by laying any of his ce 
dangerous and pernicious Snares, he could bring to « 
nought, or at leaſt interrupt this Pious Undertaking, c 
he, with this View, came and preſented himſelf before 00 
Abraham, under the Likeneſs of a Grave Ancient 6 

Hermit, and ſpake to him in theſe Words, © Stay, 
* Abraham! Whither is it you are dragging your 1 
poor innocent Child? You are certainly going to ; 
© cut his Throat! Take Heed; this is, doubtleſs, 
| 


inſnare you; It is not God's Will you ſhould com- 
mit this Wickedneſs ; neither did thoſe Dreams and 
* Viſions you have had proceed from Him. 


Abra- 


—_ —_— * 2 . « 
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his Doubt touching the Reſurrection. When Abraham had heard 
all he had to ſay, he anſwer d; What reaſonable Ground can you 
* have to doubt, fince He who could deduce and draw together 
all the ſeveral Parts and Particles of this Body out of the Abyſs 

* of Nothing, will eaſily know how to find them again in the ſeveral 
«© Parts of Nature, whereſoever they ſhall be diſpers'd, to put em 
« together again. The Potter when he pleaſes, breaks in pieces an 
% Earthen Veſſel, and makes it up again of the ſame Clay, 
However, God to pleaſe Abraham (according to the Alcoran) ſaid to 
him, Take four Birds, cur them in Pieces, and carry thoſe Pieces and 
diſperſe them in four diſtant Mountains, and then call them, and you ſhall 
fee all thoſe four Birds will immediately come ts you. This Story, which 
Mabomet has introduc'd into his Alcoran, is taken, we preſume, from 
the Sacrifice of the Birds mentioned in Geneſis; but the Arabs know 
many more Particulars of Holy Writ than Moſes ever left us, ſo 
fruitful are they in their Inventions. Theſe four Birds were, they 
ſay, a Pigeon, a Cock, a Crow. and a Peacock; and that, when 
Abraham had cut them in pieces, he made a perfe& Anatomy of 
them, and minc'd *em all together. Some add, that he pounded them 
in a Mortar, and reduc'd them all to one Mafs, which he divided. 
into four Parts, and carry'd to the Tops of four ſeveral Mountains: 
Then holding up their Heads, which he retain'd in his Hands, he 
call'd them ſeverally by their Names, and each of them inſtantly 
came for its Head, and flew away. In the Second Chapter of the 
Alcoran, intitled El Bacrah, or, The Cow, we read, that es" 
| made 
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Abraham, who immediately knew the Rebel, not- 
withſtanding his plauſible Diſguiſe; and perceiving his 
malicious 'Drift, made him this Anſwer ; © Depart, 
« Satan ; Begone from before me, thou Enemy to God 
„ and Man! Thou Wretch! who waſt driven out of 
© the Almighty's Preſence with (4) Stones! Thy 
« Malice and Deceit ſhall work no Effect upon me, 
« nor ſhall it be in thy Power either to obſtruct or 
« delay this my holy Deſign. *® EE 
The Traytor, when he found himſelf diſcovered, and 
that the Holy Man ſcoffed at him and derided him 
in ſuch opprobrious Language, was quite confounded 
with Shame. and left him ; but returned and appeared 
to 1/hmael, unſeen by his Father, ſaying to him; 
How comes it about, O deceived Young Man! 
ce that you ſuffer your ſelf to be abus d and impos d 


3 — 
_ 


* _ wed 
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made this Supplication to God 3 Tord! Skew me how you raiſe the 
Dead, The Lord anſwer'd 3 Have you not Faith ? Yes, Lord, reply d 
he, But J only beg this to ſatisfy my Htart.— The Fable of the Birds is 
thus allegoriz d by the Author of the Book call'd Amur : ©* All thoſe, 
« ſays he, who defire that their Souls ſhonld live a Spiritual Life, 
4. muſt ſlay and ſacrifice all their Paſſions with the Sword of Mortifi- 
« cation, and make them to be ſo confounded together, that they may 
« find themſelves in a Diſpoſition to be led away by the.Ordinances 
of God; for then, the Lord calling them, makes them run in the Way 
« of his Law, till they fly away to the Place of Eternal Bliſs. The 
Poet Senai makes another Allegor y: of the Fiction of theſe four Birds, 
ſaying, They are the Four Humours we are compoſed of, and that 
having ſacrific'd them for the Service of God, if we make uſe of 
Faith, the Love of God, Reaſon and Experience, we ſhall, like 
Abrabam, make them live again ro Immortality. Some Mabometas 
DoRors pretend, that the divided Parts of thoſe Birds came toge- 
ther again to denote to Abrabam, that his Poſterity the Fews ſhould 
again be re. united, after having been diſperſed over the Face of the 
Earth; which Notion they have, perhaps, borrow'd from the Jews, 
as well as many others. The Chapter Amramn in the Alcoran, takes 
Notice of ſeveral of Abrabam's Pierogatives in Relation to the 
Genealogy of our Saviour Feſu Chriſt, which ſhall be mentioned in 

4 convenient Place. 


(2) This I have explained in the fir Chapter, p. 23. Note (e) 


<< upon 
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„ upon, by your unnatural Father, after this it 


„humane Manner? Don't you know, that he ß 


going to cut your Throat; and to offer you up fox. 
* a Sacrifice? I/hmae! return'd him this Anſwer; 
No Father was ever heard of, that cut his Child's 
Throat without ſome juſt and equitable Cauſe for 


© ſo doing: Your Words are incongruous, and incon- | 


* ſiſtent with Reaſon!” To which the Devil reply'd ; 
I'll tell you, unfortanate Youth ! Your ungodly 


Father alledges for an Excuſe, that, for four ſac- 


** ceeding Nights, he has been admoniſh'd in a Viſion; 
* that he ſhould cut your Throat, and offer you up 
for a Sacrifice : But, unhappy Young Man! I had 
no ſooner ſeen you, than my Bowels yerned with 
** Compaſſion for you.” The Pious Youth anſwer'd 
him in theſe Words ; © Since the Lord has ordained it, 
* and it is His Holy Will it ſhould be fo, moſt juſt it 
L is that my Father ſhould execute a Command fo 
* reaſonable and ſo worthy of him : Far be it from 
* him he ſhould ever diſobey his Lord and Creator: 
* And ſeeing God is pleas'd, that I ſhould fall a 
Victim, and vouchſafes to be appeaſed and con- 
<< tented with me for an Offering of Atonement, I am 
« mtirely reſigned, and confirm and approve of my 
* Father's Intention. 


Satan ſeeing himſelf baffled, and finding all his falſe, 


baſe and treacherous Artifices to be vain and of no Effect, 
departed, and went away: And Ihmae!, being in a great 


Concern at what the falſe, pretended, hypocritical 


Old Hermit had ſaid to him, could not refrain from 


ſhedding abundance of Tears; the which when his 


good Father perceiv'd, mov'd with a more than ordi- 


nary Paternal 'Tenderneſs, he ask'd him, What 


* ailed him, and wherefore he wept ? Conceal nothing 
* from me, ſaid he, my Dear! my Darling! Thou 
«* Joy of my Life, and Comfort of my Soul! * 
To which kind Expreſſions, the innocent I/hmael 
reply d; My Dear and ever-honoured Parent! 
The Cauſe of my Weeping and Concern proces 

— from 
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te from the Words that the Old Man, who was witli 
you awhile ago, ſaid to me; He told me that you 
as carrying me on purpoſe to kill me; and this it 
© is that makes me cry. Dry up thy Tears, ſaid the 
« Righteous Patriarch: Weep not, my Deareſt, but 
« wipe thine Eyes; the treacherous old Thief is a 
malicious, lying, infamous Villain; I'll take Care, 
my Life! to protect thee that no Harm betal 
+ thee.” | 3 1 3 1 
With theſe Words the Child took a little Courage 
and was appeaſed: But the Devil, not ſatisfied with 
what he had already done, nor diſcouraged with the 
Repulſes he had met withal, reſolved to make another 
Tryal; and, to that Intent, transformed himſelf into | 
a Bird, and fate before them in the Way they were IJ 
to paſs, with his Feathers all briſtled up in a very 
melancholy Poſture, and ſhewing great Signs of Sor 
row, ſaid to the Child; © O unhappy, wretched 
* Youth! How miſerable and unfortunate is thy 
“Fate, that thou art now led to the Slaughter in My 
„tender Years, to be Butchered by thy cruel Father. 
„ Alas, O Bird! ſaid the Child, Have you ever ſeen 
* any Father murder his Son without his having de- 
© ſerved ſo violent a Chaſtiſement? Alas! reply'd 
that infernal Bird, Thy Father wickedly affirms, 
% That he is obliged to do it by God's expreſs Com- 
“ mand. If that is true, anſwered I/hmael, I am ex- 
„ tremely well ſatisfied, and I receive the Stroke as 
a particular Grace and Mercy. Then turning to- 
wards his dear afflicted Parent, he ſaid to him; © Father, 
© Iſuppoſe, what the Old Man faid juſt now, is ſtill 
© freſh in your Memory, and now that Bird, you ſee 
* yonder, has told me the very ſame Thing! My 
© Life! replied Abraham, (4) the Language of Birds 
5 is 


* 


—— —_— 


(a; In the &ſubometan Writers, abundance is to be found con- 
cerning the Language of Birds and Beaſts, and many notable Fables 
have heard of Men who in all Ages underſtood their Language: 
Nay, I have met with Two Pretenders to that Knowledge; but, 


however, 
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* 1s always myſtical and intricate, ever concen- 
« ſome double Meaning, and ſome ſecret and ung, 
* telligible Enigma; nor are there fewer Falſities in 
* what they tell us, than in the Words of Men? 
This, my Dear, as well as every Thing elſe, is b 

< the Lord's Permiſſion. N 
But the Enemy of God, the rebellious Satan, whoſe 
Subtlety and Malice had been baffled and brought to 


nought, and his infernal Hatred to all Goodneſs hay- 


ing proved effectleſs in the cunning and artful Snares 


he had hitherto laid againſt this Holy Man, was now 


once more refolved to make a Fourth Effort, to try 
if he could hit the Mark he had already aimed at 
Three Times, but had always miſſed it; ſo now, fan- 
cying himſelf ſure of his Aim, he flew away fwiftly 
before them to the Top of the Mountain (which was 


the Place where the Sacrifice was to be made) and 
there concealing himſelf under the Rock *till they 


came, which was ſoon after, he then, like an Eccho, 


ſaid thus; Alas! alas! How I commiſerate thy de- 
plorable Deſtiny, thou unhappy, and never-enough 
© to-be-lamented Youth! In thy tendereſt Years to 


* be brought to ſuch a diſaſtrous and untimely End! 


© To Day, in this very Place, thou wilt have thy 


* Throat moſt barbarouſly cut; Here in this loneſome 
* ſolitary Mountain, whither thou haſt been baſely 
* and treacherouſly inticed to thy Grave; Here, I fay, 
* will thy innocent Blood be ſpilt: And when thou 
„ haſt fallen a Victim to the blind and ſuperſtitious 
*© Obſtinacy of thy unnatural Father, thou wilt here 
© be buried in a Hole, and never more ſet thine Eyes 


© upon thy Dear and Sorrowful Mother, till the Day 
of Judgment. 
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however, the Mabometzns all unanimouſly agree, That none was 
ever perfect in that ſort of Learning, except King Solomon, of whom 


much is'faid in the next Chapter. Which fee, 


This 
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This laſt Circumſtance, which ſerved as a Conſis ma-. 
tion of all the foregoing ones, wrought a great Effect 
upon Iſbmac l; inſomuch, that the Child was, in a 
manner, ſcandalized to find himſelf fo often forewarn- 
ed of what his Father deſigned againſt him; which 
though he had denied, yet he could not forbear be- 
lieving; and therefore, with his Eyes flowing witn 
Tears, he turned towards him, and ſpoke theſe Words; 
„My Righteous and Honoured Father; If, parad- 
„venture, all that the Old Man told me was falſe, 
« the Words of the Bird cannot be a Fiction likewiſe z 
ce but if the Bird is alſo a Lyar, how is it poſſible, or 
ce even probable, that the Mountains themſelves, that 
“ are fixed and immoveable, and know no Change, 
“how can they tell me of a Thing that is not true? 
Explain to me, I beſeech you, this Riddle! 


— 


They were now, as has been ſaid befdte, arrived 
at their Journey's End, which was the very Summit 
of the Mountain, and when the good Patriarch faw 
himſelf there, and upon ſo ſorrowful an Occaſion, he 
was juſt ready to render up his Soul, and expire with 
innumerable Sobs and bitter Groans : Nor was he a 
little touched with his Son's laſt Words, to the which, 
accompanied with a Flood of Tears, he returned him 
this Anfwery7 0700 . 67 OTA £15770 

My deareſt Child! To conceal the Truth no longer 

* from thee, know, That for Four Nights ſucoeſſively 
* I had it revealed to me in a Voice from Heaven, 
“ That it is the Pleaſure, Will and abſolute Com- 
mand of the moſt High and m6ſt Powerful Creator, 
* that IT ſhould here, in this Place, ſpill thy Blood, 
* and offer it up as a Sacrifice to his Holy Name; nor 
* is it His Divine Pleaſure to accept of any other Of- 
* fering. This, if I perform, His ſupreme Majeſty 
has promiſed to enhance, at the laſt Day, the 
Merit of my Obedience and Conformity to, His Holy 
* Will and Ordinance, abqve that of any Mortal who 
* now lives, or has hitherto lived upon the Earth. 
* Conſider now, my dear Son! think well upon it, 
| M what 
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cal Account he had been brought to that fatal Place, 
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c what thou wouldſt have me do in ſuch à Caſe or 
** what can be thought on to prevent my being dif» 
bedient, in not complying with what the Lord u 
God requires; nay, ſo poſitively demands at my 
ande 7 0.11. 735% 
The lovely Youth, when he was now clearly con- 
vinced and evidently confirmed upon what a Tragi: 


was ſeized with Fear and Terror, trembling at the 
Thoughts and Apprehenſions of approaching Death; 


mor was he able to ſtand the Shock without Horror, 


notwithſtanding all the poſſible Efforts he made to 
overcome his Puſilanimity and want of Reſolution: 
But what could be expected from one of his tender 
Age? For, in Truth, he was but, as we may ſay, an 


Under- this Apprehenſion and Concern, he caſt a 
mournful Look towards his Aged, Sorrowtul Father, 
and faid; © Why, my Beloved Father! why did you 
not give me Notice of this before we came from! 


Home? I might then have had an Opportunity of 


* taking Leave of my Dear and Pious Mother, and 
** might have received from her Mouth the laſt Bleſſing 
© I hall ever have from her in this World: 1 might 
** rhen have had the Happineſs to have proſtrated my- 
< ſelf before her with a Filial Hamility, and to have 
* laid my Head under her Feet, and have im- 
* plored her Pardon and Forgiveneſs for what: 
cc ever I had offended her in, and ſhould have 
© had her Farewel alem, before I had departed from 
* before her Eyes, never to behold them more; 
before my Immortal Spirit had relinquiſhed this 


_ * Farthly Clay: This would have been to me an ex- 


* ceeding great Comfort and Satisfaction a 
To this Expoſtulation Abraham made Reply; I was 
© cautious, my Beloved! nor dared I mention any 
< thing of this important Affair to thee, fearing thou 
© ſhouldſt have diſcovered it to thy Mother, who, 


* doubtleſs, would never have given her Conſent ; but 
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« would have prevented my Proceeding in it, and not - 
e have ſuffered thee to have come; whereby, I ſhould 
© have incurred the Lord's high Diſpleaſure, throngh 
© my Diſobedience in complying with what He had 
* ſo ſtrictly a . ET | 
« Far be it from me, ſaid I/hmae!, that I ſhould 
te he, in any-wiſe, inſtrumental to your Diſobedience : 
% Accompliſh, my dear Father, the Holy Injunction 
* of the Almighty ; Obey, I beſeech you, this His 
Divine Precept without tlie leaſt Delay or Heſita- 
„tion upon my Account; for, affure your-ſelf, that 
* ſince his Sacred Majeſty vouchſafes to accept of ſo 
* inſignificant and worthleſs a Victim as I am, for 
* an Oblation, I obey the Holy Decree with a per- 
* fect Reſignation, and am intirely ſatisfied it be in- 
ſtantly put in Execution. Approach, my dear 
“Father, I beg you, that I may kiſs you berwee#t 
e the Eyes, and give you my Farewel Salem; the 
„ which when I ſhall have done, and taken my Leave 
© of them for Ever, let then thgſe Eyes be impartia} 
* Witneſſes how patiently, and with what Humility 
„and Reſignation, I will, like an innocent Lamb, 
© ſubmit my Throat to your Knife to be offered up 
* to the Lord as a Victim, ſince it is for His Holy 
* Service: And I intreat you, my Beloved Parent, 
as in this preſent Juncture there is no Remedy nor 
* Medium, to muſter up all your innate Conrage 
© and Greatneſs of Soul: Let your Heart, that ſeems 
* now to be ſo tenderly touch'd with Compaſſion and 
Reluctancy, become inſenſible to Pity, and hard 
* as a Rock; let it be, for a while, diveſted of all 
* Softneſs, or, as it were, of all Humanity: Forget 
_ © that I am your Son; for, upon an Occaſion where- 
in it is inconſiſtent and inconvenient to harbour the 
* leaſt Spark of Compaſſion, as in this Cafe it is al- 
together ſo, then a Compaſſonate Perſon is rather 
* an Enemy than otherwiſe. No, the firft Thing 
* you do, the firſt Step you take, tye my Hands with 
a Cord very faſt, that they may not be at Liberty 
| 1 0 
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** beſides, take Notice, I beſeech you, that if my 


ie. but this Al juba an Upper-Garment] my Mother 
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to make any Reſiſtance when you apply the 4 
4 to my Fleſh: And take Heed, my Hondured . 
« th that your Garments are not ſpotted andide. 

„ filed with any Drops of my Blood; for ſhould'it 
* ſo happen that they be dyed therewith, that Sell 

** would hourly bring the Remembrance of this Tra- 
'* gical Circumſtance freſh into your Thoughts: Au 


Mother ſhould chance to fee it, ſhe will, e 
Minute, endure a moſt cruel and bitter Martyrd 3 
Be pleaſed, my Father, with humble Submiſſion 1 
* beg it of you, to comfort her under her Affliction 
for my ſake, and give her my laſt Salutation; and 
« I intreat you, return her my Thanks for havin 
* conceived in her Womb a Son, whom the Almighty 
* has been pleaſed to deem worthy to be choſen for 
$ a Vidim to be ſacrificed to his Holy Name and for 
4 His Service. I fear, O my good Father, when the 
© ſharp-edg'd Steel ſhall paſs oyer my Throaf, with 
my dying Groans, or my ftruggling Limbs, I may 
* diſcompoſe you; for, in Effect, I am but Fle 
* and Blood, and lubject to all the Frailties incident 
to that baſe and earthly Compoſition. By this, I 
am apprehenſive, leſt the Merit of my ſpontaneous 
7 Reſigvation ſhould be ſullied and diminiſhed. But, 


alas! my Parent! I too plainly perceive your Sor- 


4 row. and Concern: I beg you not to give way to 


it; but do the Duty that is required of you, with. 
out any further Reluctancy: Take the Weapon in 
your Hand, and delay no longer to comply with your 
Obligation: Shake off the relenting Pity you have 
for me; but if you have not otherwiſe the Power, 
cover my Eyes and Face with the Veil you brought; 
and, when I am once Dead and Cold, then bury my 
5 „Body out of your Sight: But I deſire you ll be- 
* pleaſed to interr me in the ſame Cloaths I 188 on; 


A 
* 


LC 


ut upon me this Morning when we left her, I 
vg — to return it to hex again, that by often 


* boking 
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„ Jooking upon it, ſhe may recall her Son ſome- 
* times into her Memory, and it may, perhaps, be 
* ſome little Conſolation to her for the Abſence of 
« her only Child ſhe was fo fond of 


Abraham, when he beheld ſich wonderful Conſtan-* 
cy and Reſolution, with ſo ſincere and unuſual z 
piety and Fortitude in one ſo young as was I/hmael 
his Son ; and, when he called to Mind. the Argu- 
ments he had us'd to encourage him, and with what 
an Heroick Intrepidity he was ready and fully prepa- 
red to embrace a painful Martyrdom ; When he recol- 
ected all this, T ſay, his Thoughts were variouſly and 
differently employ'd : On one Hand he look d upon 
the ſharp Weapon wherewith he was about to cut the 
Veins and ſpill the Blood of that innocent Child, 
the very Sight whereof pierc'd him to the Bottom of 
his Soul: On the other Hand, he was very much 
heartned and comforted at the Fortitude he beheld 
in his Son, and how ſoon he had ſhaken off the Ter- 
rors and Apprehenſions of Death, to which he now 
ſo chearfully offer'd himſelf without the leaſt Reluct- 
ancy or Heſitation. So that without any further 
Delay, the zealous Patriarch began to make ready 
to accompliſh the intended Sacrifice. 
In order to this, he ſet down what Luggage he 
had about him, which conſiſted only of a Sort of a 
Felted or Shag Upper Garment caſt over his Shoul- 
ders, and a Wallet made of a Deer's Skin, tann'd with 
the Hair, hanging by his Side, wherein he conſtantly 
put his Proviſion. whenever he went abroad to take 

his Rounds about his Lands, as he frequently did: 

He then, with great Reverence and Humility, began 

his Salah or Devotion till the Sun was meunted up 
about half Way towards the Meridian, that the Re- 
fulgent Rays of that glorious Planet, when in its 
brighteſt Splendor, might be Witneſſes of the merito- 
rious Proceedings, Oblation and perfect Reſignation 
of him and of his pious Son, When he had pro- 
þ M 3 ſtrated 
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ſtrated himſelf before the Lord, he made Nich thiy 


memorable Oration or Prayer. 


See eee b HEN 
ABRAHAM C PRATER before the 


| | We” ERIE os 
Moft High and Omnipotent SoyzkxelGN!, 


FOOTY 
AY all the Cæleſtial Potentates of thy Bleſſed Ser 
VL phick Choirs give Praiſes to thy Holy Name, with 
their melodious and echoing Hymns, for Ever and Buer 
For, of all thy wonderful and inimitable Works, none was 
ever done in Vain, or without the utmoft Perfellion'! 
No Creature ever felt the Effects of tby dreadful Wrath 
; and Indignation without having juſtly deſerved the fame! 
; Thy Promiſes are as inviolable, and thy Covenants #t 
fable and immoveable, as thy fixed Throne ! Tbow never 
didſt refuſe to ſend thy Succour and Aſſiſtance to thun 
Y oho implored it: We have hourly Tokens of thygreat 
. and boundleſs Love towards s; and the Influence of 
3 thy Divine Grace is continually diſtributed amongſt thy 
i Creatures, with the Intent, that they make the rig 
b Uſe thereof for their Eternal Welfare. In the Holy 
Decrees of thy ſecret Fudgments, there is ntither o 
Why, How, nor Wherefore : All i firm, ſure, od 
inevitable! They are all fix d, irrevocable and infinite ? 
I am now, Lord l. upon the Point of Accompliſhing what 
thou haſt commanded me to perform; Grant, therefore, 
by niger thee of thy unmeaſureable Bounty, that I may _ 
e illuminated with thy Grace, ſo that I may be able, 
prrſedly to compleat what I have taten in Hand tp th) 
Honour and Glory; and that no Obſtacle may occur 10 
prevent this my Offerings being acceptable in thy Sight, 
and to thy intire Satisfallion. I ast not this Grace pre- 
ſumptuouſty, or through the Merit of any of my paſt 
Attons, or of my preſent proſtrate Poſture of Humili- 
ation; but 1 beg it out of the infinite Love and Com- 
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faſſſon thou haſt altuays manifeſted-to' Mankind, and to 
me in particular, 'though' unworthy of the leuſt of thy 
Favours. I implore it by the great Mercies thou Aidſt 
cauſe to deſcend down upon Adam: By the unpara'ell'd 
Deference thou didſt ſhew to Noah, in elefing him to 
be the Director and the principal Tranſattor in that fo 
important and never-to be- forgotten an Ation : By all 
thy ſacred Precepts, which we are in Duty bound to ob- 
ſerve ; and by all thy mighty Bleſjings, I beſeech thee, 
moſt Gracious 'Monarch ! to receive this ny Oblation, 
which zs, with an implicite Faith, Confidence and Reſig- 
nation, offered,  direfted and dedicated to thy Divinity, 

and in Conformity 10 thy Holy Will and Command. Thy 
glorious Planets; the refulgent Sun and ihe- beautiful 
Moon, with all the bleſſed Seraphims that are. Atten- 
dants about thy Throne of Glory, ſhall be all Witneſſes 
of my Obedience. And be thou alſo, O Faithful Sera- 
him] moſt beauteom Gabriel“ I beg and ſupplicate 
thee, be Thou an Interceſſor for me, that this my Of. 
fering may find, a gracious and favourable Reception; 
ax thou canſt teſtiſy, that I do it” purely in Obedience 
ſo or Injunition laid on me by the Almighty Lord of 
Lords. } Fo 


Abraham, as ſoon as he had ended this Prayer or 
Addreſs to the King of Heaven, immediately laid 
hold of his beloved Child, and having firſt bound his 
Hands, he caſt him upon the Ground, and then, be- 
tween Reſolution and Deſpair, he approach'd the 
Keen-edg'd Knife to the tender Throat of this Inno- 
cent, ſaying, at the ſame time, theſe Words, (a) 

| | che Biſmil- 


r . . ——— 
> 
* 9 


(a4) Theſe Words are conſtantly uſed by all Mia hometans in general 
when they kill any Creature that is to be eaten, for which Reaſon, 
they don't care to eat of the Meat that is kill'd by Chriſtians, who 
never praiſe that Ceremony: But they are not altogether ſo very 
(crupulous in this Caſe as are the Jews, who have, beſides this, other 
Reaſons for not eating with any Sort of People, but thoſe of their 
own Religion, eſpecially Meat. —— The laſt Word is here ſuper- 

: N 4 fuoully 
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Biſmillahi ! Allab bu Ackbar wa Adimu ! That is, 1 
the Name of God! God is Great and Powerful! 
At this Inſtant the Earth, with the very Centre 
and the profoundeſt Abyſſes thereof, began to tremble, 
nay, the Heavens themſelves ſhook, and were ag 
tated : The Seas, the Rivers and the Springs were 88 
unſettled as in the greateſt Tempeſt, or Hurrican; 
The Dolphins and the reſt of the Inhabitants of that 
Element, ſunk down, in an unuſual Aſtoniſſiment, to 
the loweſt Centres of the Deep, to hide themſelves 
for Fear. The Ccoleſtial Choirs of Angels were all, in 
general, almoſt drowned in Tears, being extremely a- 
fected with Compaſſion, Pity, and Concern at the 
Sight of ſo moving an Object. The Fowls and Birds 
of the Air flew here and there in a promiſcuous Con- 
fuſion, chirping and lamenting in their Language; 
and the wild Beaſts of the Earth ſent forth moſt 
frightful Howlings and Yellings. The Devils in Le- 
gions, fled away to ſhelter themſelves, being as much 
territy'd at the mighty Confuſion they .beheld, as 
full of Shame and Reſentment to ſee that all their 
Snares, their Subtlety, and their Malice, wherewith 
they had expected, nay, even made ſure of inter- 
rupting or quite preventing this ſanctified and pious 
Work, had proved Ineffectual. | 
© But, amidſt all theſe Prodigies, we forget the 
* Sufferings of the righteous, and much-to-be-pitied 
Father: What muſt his Sentiments be under ſo 
ſharp a Tryal! To behold his dear and only Child 
bound and ſtretch'd out at his Feet, his own Hand 
arm'd with a ſharp and fatal Steel ready to take 
* away that innocent Life he would have preſerved 
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Huouſly added by the Author, I ſuppoſe, as he often does, to make 
out his Verſe ; for what the Mabometans ſay, when they cut the 
Taroat of any Creature whatſoever that is to be eaten (and as they 
affirm in Imitation of Abrabam upon this Occaſion) is only Biſmillaht, 
Allab hu Ackbar ; Nor do they hardly do anv thing at all without 
uſing the Expreſſion pf Biſmill;bi, or In the Name of Ged. | 
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e 1 thonſand times rather than his own ; and yet, 


jn Obedience to the Abſoluteneſs of the Injunction, 
e he was rather ſedulouſly diligent in that cruel At- 
« fair, than negligently lukewarm. 7 

We are informed by ſacred Writ, That he felt at 
once, Four different penetrating Afflictions, which 
ſearch'd and pierc'd into his ſuffering Heart to ſuch 
2 Degree, that it became, as it were, like melted 


Wax; either of the which was abundantly ſufficient 


to reduce any Mortal, however courageous and reſo- 


Jute, to his laſt Gaſp; as it undoubtedly had him, 


if the Protecting Hand of his All- powerful Creator had 
not been extended over him. The F:7/?7 was to ſee 


himſelf obliged to become the Butcher of his only 
Child, and who was intirely ſpotleſs, faultleſs, and 


innocent, far from having, in the leaſt, merited fo 

deplorable a Deſtiny. The Second was the ſhocking * 
Thoughts, when he look'd upon the ſharp Edge of his 
Weapon, of what a cruel and intolerable Smart the 
poor harmleſs Child muſt endure when he received 

the fatal Wound in his tender Fleſh. The Third was, 
when he reflected upon the exceſſive heart-breaking 
Sentiments of his Mother, when ſhe ſhould come to 
hear of the miſerable and untimely Death of the 
Child ſhe ſo tenderly doated upon, and in whom 
ſhe had center'd her Delight, Joy and Expectations. 
The Fourth was, that it was altogether out of his 
Power, by any humane Means, to deliver his Child 
from undergoing the bitter Cup, ſince it was the ex- 


preſs and poſitive Command of the Eternal Monarch 


it ſhould be ſo, with che which he was abſolutely 
and inevitably obliged to comply. gs 

* What a Tryal was here! How hardly muſt this 
“faithful Servant of the Lord, this Holy Wreſtler, 
* be put to it, to contend with Four ſuch potent 
* and contrary Adverſaries! Yet, nevertheleſs, by 
his Conſtancy, his Perſeverance and Reſolution, he 
* prevail'd and got the Victory over them all.“ 


He 
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He now, animated with a pious Zeal, with Vigaty 
= Reſolution, graſp'd the mercileſs Steel in his 
Hand, and, with his utmoſt Strength, drew the ketn 
Edge acroſs the delicate, tender, unreſiſting Thyoat 
of the immaculate Victim: But without Effect; for 
the Angels of God had interpoſed ſome Obſtacle be. 
tween the Knife and I/bmae/'s Skin, and at the ſame 
Moment cry'd out to their Sovereign in one Vaice; 
** Behold, O moſt Gracious Lord! thoſe thy Ser- 
* vants and Friends, whom thou haſt elected from 
* among all the Nations of Mankind; ſee their Sul. 
„ ferings with thine own All- ſeeing Eyes; Have 
** Compaſſion upon them, ſince thou knoweſt their 
* Integrity and Obedience: Pity the tender Nonag 
* of the innocent Child, we beſeech thee of thy ip- 
finite Mercy.“ e 
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God anſwered the Bleſſed and Compaſſionate Angels 
in theſe Words; I ſee it all; I am an Eye-witneſs of 
* what has been tranſacted : If they implore my 
e Succour in this their Sorrowful Conflict, in this 
their terrible and bitter Tribulation, I, who am 
* the moſt Merciful amongſt the Merciful, will at 
* ſuredly and infallibly aſſiſt and deliver them. 
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| The zealous Patriarch again took hold of his Knife, 
1 and, lifting up his Arm, he paſſed it with all his 
\ Might, over his Son's Neck ; but the Endeavour 
5 proved likewiſe fruitleſs and abortive. Then ſaid 
i Iſhmael to him; © Alas, my Father! What means 


* this! What's become of your wonted Strength, your 

_ © priſtine Vigour and undaunted Reſolution? How 
* comes it about; you are ſo ftrangely altered from 
* what you have always been? In the Lord's Name, 
* ſhake off this Puſilanimity and inglorious Cowar- 
dice; and if the Knife's Edge will not cut, thruſt 
* it in Point-ways, then it muſt ſurely penetrate! 
Advance your fearful, trembling Arm with Vi- 
* gour and Reſolution, that it may pierce my 
«* yield- 
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* yielding Fleſh, without your giving Way to your 
« unſeaſonable Reluctancy for me. Haſten, without 
« farther Delay, to fulfil the Sacred Decree, in Spight 
and Oppoſition of your mortal and implacable 
„Enemy the Devil, who is uſing all his poſſible 
% Endeavours to obſtruct and deter your Proceeding 
* in the Accompliſhing an Injunction fo Sacred as 


* is this you are about, 


Abraham now tried that Way alſa, but notwith- 
ſtanding he thruſt forwards with all his Force, to 


| make the ſharp Point penetrate into the Child's 


Throat, imagining that by ſo doing, he might be 
able to make an End of him, and fo put him out of 


| his Pain at once yet he could not poſlibly either 
| wound or draw B of him; which when Iſhmae! 


law, he got up, and throwing himſelf upon his Knees, 
8 made his Addreſs to the Almighty in this ſhort 
rayer. TTY 'd * 


Ae b e- e 
Thmael's PRAYER. 


J Bounieors Lord, who liveſt and reigneſt, for Ever 
and Ever, to all Eternity! Thou who art Abſo- 

lute Monarch over all the Heavens, the Earths, and 

the Waters, there being none that dares contradi the 


leaſt of thy Decrees! Vouchſaſe, I implore thee, to caſt 


an Eye of Compaſſion upon my tender Tears, and comm» 


ſerate the Gray Hairs of my afflited, aged Parent. 


Grant, O thou juſt and impartial Fudge ! that this our 
Oblation may have a ſpeedy Cataſtrophe, and that it may 
be accompliſhed to the Honour and Glory of thy Bleſſed 
Name. Thou perſeltly knoweſt our Intentions, as we 
likewiſe are ſatisfied and convinced that with only thy 
Will ir. Hall be ſo, it may be brought to a happy Conclu- 


dion, and I ſhall be out of my Pain and at Reſt. As thou 


 Rnoweſt 
Y 


* 
oY oh WACKY. 
we, 


. 


* 


ignorant, that what I Hall be, or what is to becolliesgf 


me, is wholly in thy Power and at thy. Diſpaſal. l 
as thou art the only Vicłorious Conqueror, who waver 
was, nor never can be conquered, do not, I intreat itt 
diſpiſe this my voluntary Offering, leſt the Actuiſet 
Enemy the Devil ſhould remain with the Viltory, und 
I, notwithſtanding my pious Intent, be vanquiſhed and 
confounded. 


As ſoon as the pious Youth had thus ended his 
Prayer, he, with a [capri Magnanimity” and Re- 
ſolution, returned again, and laid down his Neck at 
his Father's Feet, ſaying; © Come, my dear Father, 
* diſpatch. and make an End of me.” Abraham 
then made a Fourth Tryal to wound his Son's: Throat, 
but his Arm was now this Time withheld by the 
Faithful Angel Gabriel, who, by the Command of the 
moſt High and Sovereign Monarch, had deſcended, 
and brought with him a fine, fat, and beautiful Ram, 

which had been bred in the richeſt Paſtures of the Ce- 
leſtial Paradiſe. 

The Bleſſed Angel then, detaining and holding 
back his Arm, ſaid to him; © Deſiſt, thou Upright 

Friend of the Almighty; Forbear, and ſet thy 

zluſtrious Child at Liberty; for he is not the Victim 

the Lord requires. Yet his Oblation is nevertheleſs 
compleatly accompliſhed : Let him go; and for his 

_ © Ranſom, take and ſacrifice this choſen Ram, which 
* thy Lord hath, with his own Hand, picked out of 
* his Celeſtial Flocks, on purpoſe to redeem the pr 
* ous Iſhmael: This is the Offering His Divine Ma- 
<« jelty is pleaſed to accept of inſtead of thy Son, be- 

8 ng intirely ſatisfied with the Integrity of you 

-*.:Soth;. : 

The good Patriarch upon this, with exceſſive Joy 
and Content, unbound his Son, and inſtantly offered 
up the Ram which the Faithful Gabriel had brought 
trom Paradiſe; the Fleſh whereof he got ready, and 


they 


ce 
6c 


6c 


they made a joyful and delicious Meal of it: And 
from hence is derived the venerable Ceremony of the 
(a) Adabeas, which the True Believers always per- 
form at the Feaſt of E! Corban, that is, Of the Sacri- 
fe which is left us as an unecceptionable Precept by our 
Honoured Prophet Mahommed, and afterwards re- 
commended to us by his excellent and venerable (5) 
| Sahaabah, or Companions. e 
1 After 


a — 
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(1) Adahes, Though I am tolerably well acquainted with this 

Word my ſelt, yet I rather chuſe to inſert (as I often do, that my 

Readers may fee, I give them the Authority of ſo Authentick an 

Author) what Monſieur D' Herbelot ſays under the Word Adbha, 

which is the true Pronunciation. He ſays; It is a Feſtival of the 

Mabometant, kept upon the Twelfth Day of the Moon DebouIbagiar, 

which is the Twelfth and laſt of their Lunar] Year. This Name 

ſignifies, The Month of the Pilgrimage, becauſe particularly obſerved 

for the Ceremonies of the Pilgrims at Mecca. —— On that Day 

they ſolemnly ſacrifice a Sheep at Mecca, and at no other Place 
He means the Ceremony there is ſolemnized after a peculiar Man- 
ner; for on that Day, which is the firſt Day of their great Beyram, 
every one that is able, ſolemnly ſacrifices one or more Sheep, throughe 
out the whole Mahometan Dominions ] which bears the Name of che 
Feſtival by the Turks commonly called the Great Beyram [and by 
the Arabs Aayd el Kebir, or Aayd el Corban, i. e. The great Paſqua, 
or the Feſtival of the Sacrifice) to diſtinguiſh it from the Leſſer one, 
which immediately ſucceeds their Great Faſt of Ræmadam. The 
Eaſtern Chriſtians call it the Mabometans Eaſter. This Feſtival is 
likewiſe called Jaum el Cor ban. or the Day of Sacrifice, becauſe on 
that Day every Pilgrim may ſacrifice as many Sheep as he pleafes. 
Theſe Victims are called Cin the Plural] Dhabiat. They go out of 
Mecca to celebrate this Solemnity in a Valley called Mina, or Muna, 
and there they ſometimes offer a Camel. This is the only Sa- 
crifice the Mahometans uſe; and this they obſerve in the Comme- 
moration of Abraham. It is poſitively aſſerted by their Authors, That 
the Horns of this very Ram, which was ſacrificed inſtead of 1/maet, 
were, by the Arabs, affixed to the Golden Gutter which received 
the Rain Water from the Roof of the Caabah, and continued there 
"till Makometr's Days, who cauſed them to be taken away, to deprive 
thoſe People of any Motive to Idolatry. 


(b) Sahaabth or Sababah, is the Plural Number of Sabeb and 45- 
hab, a Friend or Companion, and, in ſome Senſes, a Maſter and 
Owner of any Thing. But the Word, as it does here, always ſigni- 
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After all this was over, they gladly bega G 


ſcend from the Mountain, and with joytul Counts 
nances haſtened their Steps towards the City; whey, 
being arrived, they met the Child's Mother, awhi 
having been in a great Care and Concern at theit logs 
Stay, was coming out to look after them; and hben 
{he beheld them coming, ſhe ran and took her 80m in 
her Arins, and tenderly embraced him, kiſſing hi 
lovely Eyes and Cheeks a Thouſand Times. They 
gave her a particular Account of all that had paſſed: 
At the Recital whereof, ſhe was exceedingly terrified 
and amazed; and although, from that Day forwards, 
the was more than ordinary careful of her Son, and 
would never venture him a Moment out of her Sipht; 
yet ſhe could never be eaſy; but was always under a 
Jealouſy and a ſuſpicious Apprehenſion, left the ike 
Accident might befal him again: Nor. did ſhe ever 
think him ſecure, till one Day the Faithful Angel 
Gabriel appeared to her, and aſſured her, That from 
the Loins of Iſhmae! her Son ſhould proceed Men of 
Pure and exemplary Lives; and that he ſhould be 
the Father of infinite Generations, and the Founder of 
innumerable Tribes of gallant and undaunted War- 
riors, from whom ſkiould deſcend the noble and molt 
Hluſtrious Chieftain, the great and famous Leader 
Mahommed of ever Bleſſed Memory, the laſt, or as 
we may ſay, the Sea! of all the Prophets; for the 
Love of whom, and for whoſe Sake alone, God cre- 
ated the Heavens with all their Illuminations, Planets 
and Signs, the Earths, Plants; Seas, Rivers, Se. 
The Great and Royal Princeſs remained ſatisfiedz 
Joyful and content at this Aſſurance, returning Prar 


— 
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fies Mabomer's Companions, being Ten in Number, ſome where- 
of were his immediate Succeſſors, as Abubeker, Omar, Otham, Ali, 
Oc. They were all very famous for theic Learning, Piety, Valour, 
Employments or Dignities, and their Memories are held in great 
Authority and Veneration among the Mahomerans, They are ſpoken 
of by Dr: Prideaux in his L. of Mahom. Which ſe. "Ay 
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ſes and Thankſgivings to the Lord of Heaven, who 
had been pleaſed to grant her ſo mighty a Bleſſing: 

And the good Abraham ſanctified the Hour of that 
great and memorable Tranſaction that had happened 
in the Mountain, with Two Proſtrations and Humi- 
lations, which are, to this Day, obſerved by many 


pious Mufſulmans : By which is meant, That Time of 


the Morning when the Sun is ſo high advanced in his 
Aſcent, that his Rays are upon the intire Surface of 
this Side of the Earthly Globe: This Point of Time is 


what we call Adoha, and is the ſame wherein Abrahant 


began firſt to make ready to offer up his Son, when 
they arrived at the Mountain-Top : And for the Four 
different and contrary Afﬀictions he had to contend 
with all at once, as has been related, before he began 
to apply the Knife to his Son's Throat, the righteous 
Patriarch inſtituted Four Proſtrations, &c. as a To- 
ken of his grateful Acknowledgment to his Lord and 
Creator, for delivering him from Four ſuch terrible 
Adverſaries ; which Devotions he performed as the Sun 
was juſt mounted to the Zenith, or rather Meridian; 
for the whole Time of the Sacrifice continued from the 
Sun's being, as I have ſaid before, in his Adoba, till 
full Noon, from whence our High Salah of the Dobar, 
or Noon-Tide, had its firſt Original: The which, with 


all the reſt of the Holy Precepts, are enjoyned us by 


the Sacred Law of our Bleſſed Prophet Mahommed of 
ever Holy Memory, to the unezpreſlible Benefit of all 


o 


Traue Behevers. 


CHAP; 


Tre LINE of IS AAC. 

The Angel Gabriel brings Sarah Hdings of her bear. 
ing a Son iu her Old Age. Her Diffidence. The 
Angel's Prophecy concerning the Poſterity of Iſade. 
Abraham's Tndifference. Iſaac's Birth. Hu 

Character. That of ſacob. Of Joſeph. Of Mo- 

| fes. Of Joſhua. Of David. Of Solomon, 

with his ſtrauze Adventures. Of Daniel. Of 

Jonas. Of St. John the Baptiſt. Of Jeſus 


Chriſt; and the Antichriſtian Sentiments of the 


Mahometans concerning him. (a) 


FT ER this great and memorable Sa- 
. crifice, which had, in every Particular, 
KY been tranſacted as I have before related, 

TAS AS Abraham, who had taken up his Abode 


”7 


had paſſed the greateſt Part of his Life, 
was now growing towards his latter End, being full 
an Hundred Years old, and his Wife Sarah Nip: 


— 
* 2 88 
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(a) The Argument my Author gives this his oth Chapter runs 
thus; Cuentaſe en eſte Canto, la Line ide Nba Fatron de los Fadios 
Criſtianos, y el aſiento del pueblo de Israel, y los grandes Hechos de 


los 
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She was now paſt all Expectation or Probability of 
erer having any Children, as having been hitherto 
barren all her whole Life, and now arrived at an Age 
of, almoſt, Decrepidneſs; ſo that ſhe might, by the 
Courſe of Nature, very rationally be in Deſpair of 
ever becoming the Mother of a Son. # 
© But as the hidden Cauſes of all thoſe myſterious 
* Secrets of Nature are known and manifeſted 
* to the All-knowing Creator, and to none but Him 
* and as it is His Divine Pleaſure it ſhall be fo, He 

never vouchſafing to permit any but Himſelf alone 
* to beendowed with a conſummate and perfect Know- 
* ledge, it becomes not us Mortals to be over-curious, 
* but, in all Things, to ſubmit to His ſuperior 
* Wiſdom. bs 3 

For the Lord, notwithſtanding the apparent Im- 

poſibility, was pleaſed at that Time to diſpatch 

away the Seraphic Gabriel, with Orders to deſcend 
to the Earth, and there to deliver a Meſſage to the 
deſpairing Matron. He came to her and ſpoke thus ; 

* Sarah! It is ordained by the Lord of Heaven, that 

* you conceive and bring forth a Son. * To which 

ſhe, with a loud Laughter, made him this Reply; 

My Lord! You are ſurely come to mock me: Your 

Words and the Subject of your Meſſage are ſuch, 

* that I can't refrain from Laughter. What Pro- 

ſpect or Probability can I have of bringing forth 

Children, when I am come to my Journey's End? 
Hou can it be expected or imagined, that I ſhould 


—— —— Mw ; * * 
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os Anavies qui de aqui procediæron haſta yce aleh galam, y las ventajas 

14? de cada uno dellos eredamos: que fue el principa! Motibo de bazer 

eſt Libro, for que avid muchos ygnorantes dellos. That is; © In this 
Can icle, or Chapter, an Account is given of the Line of Tjaac 

_ Fatron of te Jews and Chriſtians, and the Foundation of the Peo- = 

ble of {ſ-ael, with the great Deeds of thoſe Prophets who pro- 

dceeded from that Stock: Which was the principal Motive for 


— 
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„ompoßyg this Book, becauſe many were ignorant of thoſe 
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ever hold a Son, to ſuckle him at theſe Breaſts of 
mine, which are, through Age, become fo wrink- 
* led, lank and languid ? e 

The Angel then anſwered her to this Purpoſe; 
* Mark well what I ſay, thou worthy, though incre- 
** dulous Woman! Liſten attentively to my Words: 
** The Son that ſhall be born unto thee, ſhall bear 
* this very Name: He ſhall be called Laughter: But 


Cc 


** tions, and the Founder of an Illuſtrious Genealogy, 


wherein ſhall be many holy, pious and ſanctified 
Prophets and Patriarchs; from whom ſhall likewiſe 
proceed a wicked, perverſe and moſt degenerate 
* Race of People: For in the ſame Manner as thou 
* haſt, ſo inconſiderately, derided and made flight of 
the ſacred Word of God, ſo ſhall thy future Poſte- 


©, 


5 


CC 


** rity become the Scoff and Deriſion of the Accurſed 


Lucifer. 5 L 

When Gabriel had ſpoke thus, he departed, leaving 
Sarah not a little ſurprized and overjoyed ; who im- 
mediately went forth out of her Houſe to ſeek for her 
Huſband, to impart to him the glad Tydings the An- 
gel had brought her; and that God had promiſed them 
a Son, who thould prove the Ornament and Comfort 
of his Houſe and Pofterity. She found Abraham in 
Company with his Son Iſhmael, whom he ſo dearly 


loved, and whom he held in his Arms tenderly em- 


bracing. When ſhe had told him the whole Cauſe of 
her Joy and Aſtoniſhment, he, with a kind of a cold 


Indifference, only ſaid; „If the Lord pleaſes but to 


© preſerve this I have already, I ſhall be intirely ſa- 
© tisfied : Meaning, That his Son I/hmacl alone, was 
what he had the greateſt Love and Eſteem for in this 
World, and that he ſeemed to be doubtful and to 
make Difficulties, and likewiſe to be indifferent, as to 
his ever being the Father of another Child. : 
However, at the End of Nine Months, his Wife 
Sarah was delivered of a fair Son, and they calle 
him by the Name of I/aac, which Word ſignifies 
| Laugębter: 
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he ſhall be the Father of very numerous Genera- 
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Laugbter: This was done in Conformity to the Fore - 
warning the bleſſed Angel Gabriel had given to Sarah 
his Mother. | 

This 1/aac was the Father, Founder, or Patron of 
the Tribes of Beni Vrael, who are the Zerws or Sons of 
Jucob, otherwiſe called Iſrael; a People in former 
Ages, exceedingly beloved, favoured and honoured by 
the Almighty. This juſt Patriarch I/azc took to Wife 
a chaſt, fair and beautiful Virgin, of Hebrew Deſcent, 
whoſe Name was Rebecca: She was of noble and 
honourable Parentage, and had been brought up by 
| Batuel, who was a very upright and devout Perſon, 

and took great Care of her Education. The Fruits of 
her Marriage with Iſaac were two Twin-Brothers, Jacob 
and (a) Eſau, who ſtrove and contended mightily in 
N 2 : + co 
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(a) Eſau the Son of Tſaac and Rebecca, and Twin-Brother to the 
Patriarch Faces, is by all Mahometan Hiſtorians, called 4is Ben Iſbac. 
They tell all that Story with very little Variation from Moſes's Ac- 
count of it in Geneſis; only add, That the Bleſſing Iſaac deſigned 
for Eſcu, but gave to Facob, by the Contrivance of his Wife Re- 
becca, particularly regarded Facob's Poſterity, out of which were 
to proceed the Prophets and Meſſengers of God: And this Bleffi 1g 
being, by God's Appointment, given away from Eſau, he begged, . 
that his Line might, inſtead of Prophets, produce Kings, Emperors, 
and mighty Men; and accordingly moſt of the Mabometan Hiſtorio- 
2:apners afficm, That Eſau had a Son called Reum, from whom all 
the Greeb and Roman Emperors ate deſcended. Eſau. they ſay, mar- 
ried ſeveral Wives, and had by them a numerous Iſſue, The firſt 
was NWahalat, the Daughter of his Uncle Iſhmael. The ſecond Adah, 
Daughter to Elon Hefteen, a Canaanean, After theſe he married 
Greits, whoſe Offspring remain'd in their Mother's Country. A 
bon“! Fir:ge lays, That Ejau made War upon his Brother cob, Who 
at loft flew him with an Arrow. Eſau is likewiſe ſurnamed 
FEdim, being ſo called becauſe he was Red-haired, This the Arabs 
have borrowed from the Hebrew, and call the Poſterity of Eſau, E49- 
mia and Edomijn, the Edomites or Idumeans. They allo give 
them the Mare of Banen or Bani el Agar, the Children of the 
Yellow, Fair, or Red-hair'd Man, which Edom fignifies in the He- 
brew Tongue, But by this Name they do not only mean the Iau- 
WM Pears or Ed mites, but apply it likewiſe to the Greeks and Romans, 

| "om they believe to deſcend from Eau. Tie Talmudiſts and 2 

| | eln 
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their Mother's Womb, about who ſhould be firſt borgs 
However Eau got the better there, and came out fore- 


moſt, whom his Brother Facob immediately followedat 

his Heels: So that Eſau, by his Robuſtneſs and an 
arrogant Reſolution, got the Advantage of his meeker 
Brother, as to the Precedency of Birth. right; but ( 
Jacob, in Retaliation, defrauded him of the Bleſſing of 


his dying Father, and was endowed with a larger Por- 
tion of God's Grace. ns 


Facob was a moſt Righteous Man : He went into 


Meſopotamia, where he married two Siſters, the Daugh- 
ters of his Uncle Laban, and afterwards he eſpouſed 
two young Damſels who had been his Handmaids, 
inſomuch, that the whole Number of lawfully wedded 


Wives he had, was Four: He had by thoſe four Wives, 


Twelve Sons, Prophets and Patriarchs of high Eſteem 
and Degree, from whom proceeded Twelve Tribes or 
Lineages. Of theſe Twelve Houſes or Stocks, all the 


whole People of 1/acl, that is to ſay, the Nations of 


the Jetos, had their Original Deſcent ; amongſt which 


ä 
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dern Fews, have infuſed this ill grounded, fooliſh Notion into the 
Heads of the Makometans, with the malicious Deſign of bringing 


down the Curſes the Prophets laid on the 1dumeans or Edomites 
upon the Chriſtians in general, and even upon our Blefled Saviour 


himſelf; but in this Reſpe&, they muſt never harbour any Thoughts 
of the Mabometans agreeing with them. 


(a) They ſay, Jacob is called 1/rael in Syrizc, and that he was the 


Father of Twelve Sons, whom they generally call Asbath, that is, 


the Tribes, becauſe they were the Parents and Founders of the 
Twelve Tribes of the 7ews ; and, that of this Patriarch's Race came 
all the Prophets, except Three, who are Aioub or Fob, Shioas or 
Jethro, Father-in-Law to Meſes, and Mahomet 3 which Three, they 
lay, deſcended from met, and were Arabs by Nation; though 


ſome Writers leave out Fb, and mention only the two others. 


The Tazarich Mont hełheb adds, That not only the Gift of Prophecy 
continued among the Sons of Facch, but alſo the Regal Power, 
which remained amongſt them, till the Time of Iſa and Fabia, that 
is, Feſus Chriſt and St. yohn the Baptiſt ; after whom the Romans and 


Perſians deſtroy'd their Country. The fanie Author ſays, That r 


cob dyed in in Agypt, Cc, all exactly as in the Bible. | 
| | | People, 
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People, there have been a venerable Number of very 
vertuous and pious Men, Servants of the moſt High 
God, whoſe Fear was continually before their Eyes, 
and upon whom the Lord was pleaſed to pour down 
very great and exemplary Mercies, and to beſto upon 
them uncommon Portions of his Divine Grace: Yet, 
notwithſtanding, as I have before hinted, from this 
Favoured and Illuſtrious Fanuly, by their mixing 


with Strange and Idolatrous Nations, they, in ſucceed- 


ing Ages, became ſo degenerately adulterated, that 


the latter Generations of that once ſo noble a Nation, 


have rendered themſelves infamous, deſpiſed, hated 
and contemptible throughout the whole World : They 
have had many and terrible Inſtances of the Wrath 


and Indignation of their incenſed God, whoſe avenging 


Arm hath not yet ceaſed from purſuing that obſtinate, 
wicked and perverſe People. ee © 
The moſt worthy of all the Sons of Facob, was 
that juſt and ever-memorable Patriarch Fo/eph. From 
this fame Stock deſcended the Righteous Legiſlator 
Moſes, that for-ever-famous Perſon, who was deemed 
worthy to converſe with God Himſelf, and to receive 
from His Divine Hands thoſe Sacred Laws, which 
were written with God's Finger upon the Tables. 
Aaron the High Prieſt was Brother to this Holy Man, 
and was a great Aſſiſter to him, in the Publication of 
thoſe Laws of the Moſt High. From the ſame Line- 
age likewiſe deſcended that Renowned and Warlike 
Leader Foſhua, who won that miraculous Battle. As 
was alſo the Royal David, the famous and ſanctified 
Author of (a) E! Zabour, or the P/a/ms, a Book re- 
N 3 viſed 


Ae... 
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(a) El Zabur, or, as ſome pronounce it, El Zebour, is the Plural 
Number of Zebr, which in Arabick ſignifies a Book. The Word 
Zabour hath two Significations. In the Firft Place, it is the Name 
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of the Book of the Divine Decrees, which the Mabometans other- 


Wiſe call Lough el Mabfouth, The ſecret Tables. In the next Place, 
28 it 15 generally taken, it implies the Pſalter, or Book of Pſalms, 


this 


Wherewith they believe that God inſpired David. They add, That . 


"viſe by God Himſelf, and ſigned with His own Hail 


is 
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The Son of this Royal Prophet was the Magnificent 
and moſt Wiſe Solomon; he, who thro the Tranſcen+ | 
dancy and efficacious Virtue of his Ring, .obtained 
Univerſal Command, nothing daring to diſpyte his 
Will. Of this People was likewiſe the holy Damel, 
who was caſt to the Lions to be devoured. And Jonas, 
who was ſwallowed by the Whale, proceeded from the 
fame Original. Zacharias the Sacerdote, that devont 
Man, who was eſpouſed to the vertuous Ana or Hannb, 


who was the Mother of the unſpotted (a) Miriam, or 


Mary, that chaſte and undefiled Virgin, whoſe Memory 
is of ſuch high Veneration in the World; and is the 
r * 


8 
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this Royal Prophet ſung them himſelf, and cauſed the Levites and 
his Muſicians to fing them to the Sound of Inſtruments before the 
Holy Ark. However, the Book the Mahomerins call Zaboar, does 
not contain the ſame Pſalms we have in the Pſalter, but only a 
confuſed Extract of ſeveral Things, which have not the leaſt Rela: 
tion to David or his Pſalms, They likewiſe ſay, That the Engil? 
or Holy Gefpel was (ent by God to Feſ#s Chriſt 1200 Years after 
David received from Heaven his Canticles or Songs called Zabour 3 
and the Sabis or Sabians, who pretend they haye Adam's Book, do 
aiſo boaſt, that they have the true Zab»ur : But this Book of 
the Sabians is ſtill more remote from David's Pſalms than that of 
the Mahometans, and is rather the ſame with that they call D-ſowr, 


_ which comprehends their Law, or Superſtitious Religion; and it 15 


!\kely thev rather call it Zabour from the general Signification of 
this Word, which is Book, than from that peculiar one the Ma. 
home tans give it. D' Zerbelot in Zebour. Of theſs Sabians, ſee the 
fame Autnor under the Words Saba and Sabi, where is a large 
Account of them, e le Wi 


(a) The Arabic Name Miriam, that is Mary, is taken from the 


Hebrew and e Be this Name they always call the bleſſed Vir- 


Zin Mother of our Lord, ever adding Lela, or Lady. It is the 
proper Name of many Women. The Alcoran, in ſeyera) Places. 


makes very honourable Mention of our bleſſed Lady, and there 1 
z whole Chapter that bears her Name; ard ſome others ſpeak 
not only of her Birth, but of her Mother, S. Am, being big o 
her, and likewiſe of her Education in the Houſe of Zachariah, and 
{in che Temple; as allo of her divine and miraculous DUET s 


2-2. 
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ſame from whoſe Body was born the moſt Juſt and 
Holy J, or Jeſus, whom the deluded Chriſtiang® 


blindly, erroneouſly and idolatrouſly worſhip, and 
. have 


„ _— — 
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. to all which the Expoſitors add ſeveral Traditions of the Eaſtern 
| Chriſtians, which, but for them, *tis provable, had been loſt, 
One of them is, That God (according to the Alcoran) pre- 
| ſerved her and her Son from the Devil. AHoxſain Vaes, a noted 
Hiſtorian, expounds this Preſervation in theſe Words; No Child, 
« as he, is born into the World, that the Devil does not touch 
& and handle 'till he makes it cry, and except Miriam and her 
« Son, none were ever preſerved, and exempted from this Hand- 
« ling.” — This Tradition ſeems to have ſome Alluſion to 
Original Sin, called by the Arabs (as I have ſaid ſomewhere elſe) 
Hebat el Calb, that is, The Grains of the Heart. —— As for 8. 
Ann, the Bleſſed Virgin's Mother, ſhe is known by the Mahometang 
by her proper Name Hannah ; of whom they ſay, That when ſhe 
was with Child of our Lady, ſhe vowed to dedicate to God what 
ſhe bore in her Womb, and accordingly performed her Promiſe as 
ſoon as ſhe was delivered, by offering up her Daughter in the 
Temple. Mabomet makes God ſay upon the Birth of the Bleſſed 
Virgin,“ I have named her Miriam; Which Name, ſay the Ex- 
poſicors, is the ſame as Amat Allah, God's Handmaid ; an Expoſition 
taken from our Lady's Words to the Angel ; Behold the Handmaid 
of the Lord. The Impoſtor Mihomer, who always inlarges upon the 
Truths of our Scriptures, ſays, That God gave Mary in keeping to 
Zachary, who ſhut her up in a Chamber of che Temple, the Door 
whereof was ſo high, that there was no coming to it but by 2 
Ladder, the Key whereof he always carry 'd about him. He very 
frequently went to ſee her, and always found by her great Store of 
the choiceſt Fruits the Land of Paleſtine produced, and ever in the 
wrong Seaſon, when they were no where elſe to be found, which at 
laſt, made him ask her, How ſhe came by that fine Fruit?“ To 
which ſhe anſwer'd ; ** All you ſee comes from God, who furniſh- 
eth whom he pleaſes with all things in Abundance.” — They 
extol the Purity of the bleſſed Virgin in the higheft Degtee, and 
not many Years ago a Turk at Conſtantinople ſuffered the moſt cruel 
of all Deaths, being impaled alive, for uttering an unſeemly Ex- 
preſſion concerning her. — There is an odd fabulous Tradi- 
tion goes among them, about a certain Princels, in former Ages, 
whoſe Name was Alanhara, which Wondemir compares to the mi- 
raculous Conception of the Virgin Mary. The Story runs thus; She 
was the Daughter of Gioubine the Son of Balduz King of the Mognis, 
of the Race of Kat, the Second that reign'd over them in the 


Nerthagz Aſia, after the Re eſtabliſning cf that Nation. This Prin- 


— oa 


other Creatures were made. Fabia, or Fobn, whoſe 
Life was ſo exemplary, and ſo exceeding pious, with 


8 


— 
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ceſs married Doujoun her Couſin Germain, then King of the Mull, 


by whom ſhe had Two Sons, called Belgbedi and Bekghedi. After 


the Death of her Husband, Alankars governed his Dominions, and 
brought up her Children with great Prudence, She being awake 
one Night in her Chamber, a very bright ſhining Light enteredin 
at her Mouth, and paſſing through her Body, came out at her 
Private Parts, which ſurprized her very much; but far greater 
was her Amazement, when ſhe perceived herſelf afterwards to be 
with Child, without a Husband, or having had to do with any 


Man. She called an Aſſembly of the chief of her Subjects, and ac- 


quainted them with the whole Matter, and finding. they would 


not be perſuaded to believe what ſhe ſaid, ſhe cauſed ſeveral of 


them to ftay all Night in her Appartment, where they were all 
Eye Witneſſes of the ſame thing, which happened to her con- 
ſtantly every Night, whereby her Reputation was cleared. When 


the Time was expired, ſhe was delivered of three Sons, The Firſt 
called Bouboun Cabaki, from whom deſcended the Tartars called Ca- 


babin and Xupgiak; The Second Bowkin Selgue from whom deſcend- 
ed the Se/gtucides, The Third Bouzangir, who was one of the 


Fore fathers of Genghizkhar and Teinur Langh, or, as we call him, 


Tamerlane, This ſtrange Fable was probably invented on purpoſe 
to aggrandize the Original of the great Turkiſh and Tartarian Fa- 
milies: And perhaps the Moguls being once Chriſtians, may have 
applied that miraculous Conception to this Princeſs, ſince their 
Fall, for their greater Reputation. — The Mahometan Infidels 
charge the Chriſtian; with making the Virgin Mary, the Third per- 
ſon of the Bleſſed Trinity; yet ſome of their Authors clear us from 
that Imputation. Abox'/ Farage wiites, That it was a Tradition 
among the Eaſtern Chriftians, Thar the bleſſed Virgin was but 13 


ſhe lived but 51 Years. They, I mean the Afiarich Chriſtians, 
have a Faſt they keep before the great Feaſt of our Lady, which 


is on the 15th of Aguſt, by us called the Aſſumption. This Faſt 


Aflumption is by them generally called Fithr Miriam, The break- 
ing up of Mary's Faſt, or the Feaſt of our Lady. The Plant we 
call Cy:/amen Odoriferum, and our 1ay's Glove, is by the Aſiaticbs 
called Bokhour Miriam, or May's Perfume; and they affi m, That 
by the bleſſed Virgin having laid her Hand upon that Plant, it 
received the Form of her four Fingers and Thumb, and drew from 
hence its odoriferous Scent, 

ery 
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have equalized with God, by whom both He and aft | 


Years of Age when ſhe conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and that 


begins on the 1ſt Day of the ſame Month, and the Feaſt of the, 
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very many others, tos numerous to be all repeated 
here, were all derived from that noble and illuſtrious 
Original. 1 b 

But let us return to the Beginning, from whence 
we have made this Digreſſion, to fee how the Genealogy 
was carry'd on. Something ſhall be faid, though 
with all poſſible Brevity, concerning the never- dy ing 
Actions of thoſe venerable Perſons, whoſe Names I 
have mentioned; And, likewiſe, we ought not to omit 
recalling to our Memories ſome of the Precepts left 
us by them, whereof the Inſtitutions in our Books of 
E] Sunna are chiefly compos'd; ſince the Doctrines and 
edifying Examples which we have inherited from theſe 
holy Prophets have been mainly conducive towards 
the Redemption and Eternal Salvation of our Immor- 
tal Souls. 55 5 © 

(a) Iſaac the ſecond Son of the Holy PatriarchAbraham, 
by his firſt Wife Sarah, was, as I have already ſaid, the 
firſt Founder and Patron of the People of Iſracl. He was 
an upright Servant of the Lord, and walked conſtantly 
in his Paths. He never omitted viſiting his Father's 
(6) Sepulchre thrice every Day, paying great TORT, 
| eve- 


9 
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(4) In moſt things, except the Sacrifice, the Mahometans agree 
with our Scriptures in what concerns Iaac, whom they call Je- 
bac ben Ibrabim. They only add, That the Spirit of Propheſy, which 
before was intire in the Patriarchs, was, after the Death of Abra- 
han, divided between Iſhmael and his younger Brother /ſaac ; and 
that all the Prophets in general deſcended from Jſaac, except 
HPoaib and Mahomet, who were of the Poſterity of Iſhmael. This 
Sho1!b is Fethro, Father in-Law to Moſes. of whom J intend to 
make mention in another Place, and likewiſe of Joh, whom a little 


before I have hinted to be, by many Authors, reckoned with the 
other Two, 


(6) That Abraham was buried in the City of Hebron, from him 
likewiſe called Khalil, is the unanimous Opinion of all the Eaſtern 
Nations. Ben Schonah, in the Lear of the Hegira 513, which anſwers to 
the Year of our Lord 1119, under the Caliphſhip of Myferbasſched, 
19th Caliph of the Houſe of the Abbaſſides, tells us, That Abraham's 
omb, wherein were allo Jſazc and Jacob, was opened, and in it 

| were 
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Reverence, Devotion and filial Duty to that Mar 


ble Monument. The Increaſe of his Flocks, auf al 
his Cattle, he ſet apart for the Poor, and liberally 


beſtowed it all upon them; taking particular Care cel 
to diſtribute his Charity ſo, that thoſe who were mol Ml Ke 
in Neceſhty might have the largeſt Share of his WM in 
Bounty. He ever cultivated an amicable Correſpan- th 
dence, and maintained an inviolable Friendſhip wih *? 
his Brother I/hmae/, to whom he always ſhewed WM ” 
great Reſpect, and a Deference due to him as: his M " 
Elder. = x 


Jacob, the worthy Son of this ſo venerable a Parent, 
was no-wiſe inferior to his Father in Merit, and Piety, 
Charity, or Holineſs of Life. He enjoyned himſelf 
to obſerve Four notable Vows, which he had made a 
folemn Promiſe to God never to violate, and the 
which for their Rarity, and their meritorious Sander 
ty and Charity, are highly eſteemed of, and extolled 

by Caeby el Khabar, a learned Writer. The firſt was, M . 
He obliged himſelf never to taſte the Meats that were | 
ſet before him, but deemed them to be Haran, or 
Unlawful, till he had firſt performed two Proftra- 
tions before God, by way of craving a Rleſſing opon 
what he was about to eat, and to ſhew his thankfu 
Acknowl:dgments for what his Lord had bountifully 
been pleaſed to ſend him for his Suſtenance. The 
Second was; That he had bound himſelf under the 
like Obligation to eat of nothing that had been pre- 
pared for him, till he had given of it to ſuch poor, 


. 
— 
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were found the Bodies of thoſe Patriarchs very whole and intire, 
with ſeveral Lamps of Gold and Silver, of all which vaſt Numbers 
of People were Eye Witneſſes. This Tomb is ſo much honoured 
by the Mahoinerans, that they make their fourth Pilgrimage to it, 
the three firſt being that of 2{:cca, that of Medina, and that of Je- 
ruſalem. There are ſeveral Books that treat of theſe Pilgrimages, 
and Calami has wrote a paiticular one concerning the Viſitation of 
Abra bam's Sepulchre, and intitled it, Uns el Khalil, that 15, The 
Society or Familiarity that is contracted with Abraham. 
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weak, or ſick People that were near his Habitation, 


The Third was, That he had always as many Par- 


cels of Proviſions of all Sorts, laid up in Store for the 
Relief of thoſe who were in Want, as there are Days 
in the Year, with a ſolemn Oath never to diminiſh 
them, upon his own Account, to whatſoever Neceſh- 
ty he ſhould happen to be reduced. The Fourth 
was ; An inviolable Promiſe he had made, that the 
Water of his Wells, Ciſterns, and the like, ſhould, 
unexceptionably, be never refuſed to Man or Beaſt 
that were thirſty, x 


* juſt and: venerable Patriarch! Twas not for 
nothing that all thy Undertakings were attended 
* with ſuch proſperous Periods | Nor was it undeſer- 
© vedly that thy Fields and Paſtures were continu- 
* ally covered with exuberant Verdure, and thy 
* Flocks ſo fair and ſo fruitful ! Whoever can but ob- 
„ tain the Grace to follow thy Foot-ſteps, will, un- 
* doubtedly, gain the Palm of Honour in this World, 
and of everlaſting Glory in that to come! It was 
* thy tranſcendent Conſtancy in doing Good Works, 
* thy ſcarcely imitable Perſeverance in thy bountiful 
* Diſtribution of Alms to the Diſtreſſed, that gave 
* thee Strength and Reſolution to exert thy ſelf, as 
thou covuragiouſly didſt, when thou contendedſt 
* ſo long with ſo unequal a Match as the Angel 
* ſent from Heaven to try thy Force! | 


This great Prophet wreſtled a whole Night, from 
un- ſet to Break of Day, with the bleſſed Angel of 
God, Gabriel, who came down to him in humane 
Form to make Tryal of his Fortitude and Valour : 
and after they had ſtrove, as I have faid, all the 
Night, and notwithſtanding* the Superiority of the 
Antagoniſt Jacob had to contend withal, he remained 
upon his Feet, unfoiled and invincible, having, by 
that ſo heroic and magnanimous an Action, gained 
to himſelf an immortal Name. 

bY BALLIGLL AN. unmortai Name. « By 
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* By this, and ſuch like Examples, we meet with 
& in Holy Writ, we may plainly comprehend, and 
not ſcruple to conclude, That thoſe of the Poſte. 
rity of Eve, when inſpired with divine Grace, and 
armed with a generous Emulation of exerting their 
Forces for the Glory and Honour of their Mighty 
* Creator; Then, I ſay, they can never poſſibly be 
vanquiſhed, nor 1s any thing in this earthly World, 
too difficult for them to undertake, and, by perſe- 


& 


* 


< vering, to bring to a happy Concluſion. 
This was He, who, as he lay aſleep, beheld a wor- 
derful Ladder, the Bottom whereof was at his Feet, 
and the Top reached up to Heaven, upon the which, 
innumerable Legions of Seraphims were aſcending and 
deſcending without Intermiſſion. And, in a Word, 
it was this ſame Patriarch concerning whom our Ex- 
poſitors all agree in telling us, that ſince the Time of 
Noab, none of all the ancient Patriarchs ever faw 


ſuch Myſterious Viſions, or had ſo many Revelations 


as the ever-venerable Jacob. 

(2) Foſeph his Son, of whom ſich honourable Men- 
tion is made in the Sacred A/corarn, had a Viſion in 
his Sleep, wherein he, beheld the Sun, and the Moon, 
with Eleven of the brighteſt Stars in the Firmament, 
fall down and worſhip and do Homage to him. This 


is He who was caſt into the Pit or Well, and fold for | 
a Sum of Money to People of a Strange Nation, like WW 
a Beaſt in a publick Market ; and was afterwards 


thrown into a diſmal], loneſome, and filthy Dungeon, 
where he continued Seventeen Years in inexpreſſible 
Miſery and Diſtreſs ; which Misfortune befel him 
only becauſe when he was tempted and perſecuted, 


through the Means of his matchleſs Beauty, to vio- 


late his Chaſtity, he refuſed to conſent. We read of 
bim, That whilſt he continued in that loathſome and 


(a) Of Jaſeph I have already ſaid ſomething, See. P. 140. 
ſolitary 
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ſolitary Confinement, he was frequently wont to weep, 
becauſe the filthy Stench, and the ſqualid Naſtineſs of 
the Place, was an Hindrance to him from performing 
his daily Salaat, or Devotions; and alſo, becauſe 
he was deſtitute of Water wherewithal to waſh and 
purify himſelf with the neceſſary Immerſions and 
Ablutions we Muſſulmans are enjoyned to uſe, to pre- 
pare us for our daily Prayers: To ſupply which 
Defect, or, at leaſt, to atone in ſome Meaſure for 
the ſame ; the Angel Gabriel appeared to him, and 
faid ; © Foſeph! When thou haſt no Water, thou 
„% mayſt, in ſuch a Caſe, make Uſe of Duſt, or the 
© like, by rubbing thyſelt therewith inſtead of Wa- 
ter. From hence our Holy Sanna, or Book of the 
Oral Law, has deduced the Original, the Form, and 
Method of our Purification called (a) Tayahmam, a Li- 
berty and Privilege ſo very requiſite and commo- 
dious in many Circumſtances, and upon ſeveral Occa- 
ſions. © By this Incident we may gather, that the 
* worſt of Misfortunes that can happen to us, may, 
* by ſome Means or other, be turned to our Ad 
* vantage, and made apphcable to ſome good Pur- 
40 p oſe. * | | | | | 
This Memorable Patriarch aſſiduouſly followed, 
and ſtrenuouſly promoted the Precepts of his venera- 
ble Anceſtor Abraham, which, @gbis immortal Praiſe, 
we inherit from him. He exh e ſtrange Nations 
to uſe Circumciſion, and to d Alms, (O) as * 
TR 1. 


th. — 
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(a) Concerning this Ceremony ſee Reland's Mah. Rel. p. 37. 
where, in the Notes, it is largely explained. 


) The Arabick Word for Alms-giving, I mean thoſe Alms 
which are enjoyned them by Precept, is Zacah or Zacouah, and is 
derived from Zaca, which ſignifies to purity, becauſe it, as it were, 
Purifics the remaining Part of what we poſſeſs, when that Obliga- 
tory Duty is performed. This Word, and that of EI Aaſhor, or 
the Tenth, ſhould never be confounded with Sadacab, which is only 
2 voluntary Alms. Our E4/opean Tranſlators generally call 43 _e 

| Es ine, 
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of thoſe Things which, by Inſtitution, give a et 
Part, as of thoſe that give a Tenth, and fo of ally 
reſt. He reſtored the Iſrae/ites in his Time, fron 
theirS uperſtition, and prevailed with them to def 
from their Obſervations of ſeveral Pagan Cerems. 
nies, that were crept in amongſt them by their Con, 
merce with ſtrange Nations. For this his Proity 
and for his tranſcendent Merit, the Lord advance 
him, ſetting him over the People of Ægypt to be ther 
Ruler and Director, inſomuch, that he at laſt cam 
to have ſo abſolute an Authority throughout that 
large Kingdom, and had the whole Nation ſo intirel 
at his Devotion, that he had their Subſtances, and 
even their Perſons, as much in his Diſpoſal as if they 
had been all his Slaves, purchaſed with his Mofey 
in the Market. "6 


(a) Moſes was a very eſpecial elected Servant of 
the Lord, fince He it was, who only could ever boaſt 


* be 
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T;the, which is, certainly, very improper, both in Regard* this 
Portion is neither given to the Imaums or Rectors, nor to their 
A1:[ques, but to whom the Donor pleaſes ; as alſo becauſe it is not 
a Tenth (except of ſome certain Things) but commonly tiles to a 
Fifth Part of what a Muſulman is potſels'd of. Nay, charitably* 
inclined Mahometans oftęg part with a Fourth of what they are 
worth to the Poor Aldgdometimes a Third; nay, even in 
Life with Half tber efions to ſatisfy this Duty, and 
their good Diſpoſitigg iy, there have been Inſtances 6f 
many who have beſtogedytheir All upon the Poor, as did Hf 
ſan the Son of 4A, Couſin Germain, Son-in-Law, and Fourth Sue 
ceſſor to Mahomer, The iſt and 2d Tythes of the Jews have ſome 
Affinity with this Zacah of the Mahemetans. Vide D'Herbelot in 


 Zacah. 


(a) The Mabometans call Moſes Mouſſa or Mouſa ben Amram, 
ben Cabath, ben Laoui, ben Jactub, that is, Moſes the Son of Amran, 
the Son of Caath, the Son of Levi, the Son of Facob. His Titles art 
K lim Allah, becauſe he talked familiarly with God; and Sabab el 
Ajja, or the Owner or Maſter of the Rod, or Wand. According to 
the Taarich Montbekhib, he was born 506 Years aſter the Flood, and 
loſt his Father a Month after he was born : That Pharaoh who then 
reigned in Zzypr, and was called Walid, had marryed 7. — 

| | 1 | lece; 
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that eminent Prerogative of ſpeaking Face to Face 5 
ein the Mighty Creator of all Things: But he 
| FF er through. 
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Niece, whoſe Name was 4ſſiah (and, of Conſequence, was Mtſes's 
Couſin Germain) by which Means Amran became a great Man in 
Pharaoh's Court. Yet this Favour Amran was in, did not ſecure 
Naziah, Mother to Moſes, from her Apprehenſions leſt Pharaoh, 
ont of his Inveteracy to the Fewiſh Nation, ſhould cauſe him to be 
put to Death, which made her, as the Scripture ſays, expole 
him on the River, from whence he was taken up, and bred in that 
king's Palace. There he continued till the Age of 41, when, for 
his having killed an Egyptian for abr ſing a Jew, he was forced to 
flee into Arabia, where he was kindly received by Shoaib or Fethro 
the High Prieſt of the Midianites. He ſoon after gave him his 
Daughter to Wife, and would fain have had him continue with- 
him; but Moſes, with an impatient Defire of ſeeing his Mother Na- 
eiah, and his Elder Brother Haroun or Aaron, let out for Ægypt, by 
the Way of Mount Thiour or Tor, which is Sinai; at the Foot 
whereof, he received the Giſt of Prophecy, and God's Commands © 
to go up to Pharaoh, te require him to diſmiſs the 7/raelites. The 
ſame Author agrees with the Scripture, in Relation of all the 
wonderful Miracles wrought by Moſes, and his carrying the Chil- 
dren of Tſrael through the Red. Sea into Arabia. The Mabometans 
(as I have hinted ſomewhere elſe) reduce the Fews 40 Years wan- 
derirg in the Deſart to 40 Days, and ſay, That the Difficulties they 
met with had not been to be ſurmounted, had not KXhedbrr, or the 
Prophet Elias (of whom more in the next Chapter) aſſiſted them 
therein, whom God had ſent to be their Guide. Thus they con- 
found the Age of Elias with that of Moſes, whoſe Times were fo 
very remote one from the other. Though the Story of Moſes 
is at length in the Chapter of the Alcoran called Aa'raf, yet the 
Commentators add many fabulous Tales to it, taken from the 
Books of the Fews, or ſome ancient Traditions. They ſay, That 
Moſes returning into Agi from the Country of Midian, on the 
Panks of a River called Aimen, found a Prophet's Garment and a 
Wand. As ſoon as he had put on the Garn ent, and taken up the 
Wand, his Hand was covered with a bright Whiteneſs, and God 
appearing to him, gave him his Commands to Pharach. — To 
pals by many fabulous Circumſtances which they add to the Seripture- 
Truth, they write, That the Tables of the Law Moſes brought down 
from the Mount were Seven, and according to others Ten, and 
each of them Ten or Twelve Cubits long. Some of their Authors 
lay, they were made of a certain Sort of Wood the Arabs call 
Seer, or Sedrat, ſomething like the Lote-Tree, and grows, as they 
affirm, in Paradiſe. Others will have them to be made of Rubies ; 
but the greateſt Number hold them to be Emeralds, and the Cha- 
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through the Merits of his righteous and pious Nie. 
and more eſpecially for his great Humility, "wa, 
thought worthy of receiving the Laws written on the 
Tables, out of God's own ſacred Hands, whereas all 
the other Prophets, Meſſengers, and Law. givers had 
His Divine Commands and Meſſages ſent them hy an 
Angel : But this Holy Man bad a peculiar Deference 
ſhewed him. | "os 
This ever-venerable Prophet it was, who performed 
ſuch famous and mighty Deeds, that he might ac- 
compliſh the Redemption of his People out of the in- 
ſupportable Bondage under which they had fo long 
laboured: He never deſiſted, till he had brought 
them all ſafely out of the Land of Agypt, in ſpite 
of, and Oppoſition to Pharaoh, that impious, infa- 
mous and idolatrous Tyrant, which he happily ef. 
fected by his unparalell'd Conſtancy and Perſeve- 
5 rance. For as that wicked, hardened and unbelieving 
I King had purſued the flying Iſraelites to the very 
Brink of the Red-Sea, this choſen Leader of that per- 
ſecuted Nation, with an implicit Confidence in his 
omnipotent Lord, forced a ſafe Paſſage for himſelf 
and all his numerous Followers through the Waves: 
Inſpired with a divine Aſſurance, he lifted up his Arm, 
and ſtruck the Waters with his Rod Twelve times, 
which were of ſuch an Efficacy, that each Stroke pe- 
netrated the Waves to the very deepeſt Centres, and 
left them ſo many different Paths, dry, ſtraight, and 
ſufficiently wide and capacious for them all to paſs 


3 — 


racters ſo engraven on them, that they could be read on all Sides. 
When Moſes had broke thoſe Tables, the Pieces were carried back to 
Heaven by Angels, excepting one Piece a Cubit long, left on the 
Ground, which was by Noah afterwards preſerved in the Ark. 
This Table they call Hodu u Rahmat, The Table of Direction and 
Mercy: But enough of theſe incoherent Fables. — Their Hiſto- 
rians make Moſes and Aaron Contemporaries with Manougeber 7th 
King of Perſia of the firſt Race, and reckon from his Death to the 


firſt Year of the Hegira 2347 Years, which moſt exactly agrees with 
our Chronology, 3 


conveni- 
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donveniently over, without incommoding one another, 
each Tribe taking a different Path, as he intended 
they ſhould, by his making that Number; when at 
the ſame Inſtant that they were out of Danger, the 
obſtinate Tyrant, endeavouring to follow them, was, 
with all his mighty Army, devoured by-the Waters 
returning upon them. When the good Moſes and his 
Tribes had thus miraculouſly eſcaped, he led them 
through a barren Deſart, in which unfertile Place, 
theſe infinite Multitudes were all the while very 
plentifully nouriſhed with Suſtenance of a (a) Hea- 
venly Growth, that deſcended down from Paradiſe on 
Purpoſe to feed that then Favourite Nation. 

- O Many 
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(2) In the Chapter of the Alcoran entitled EI Bacrah, the Im- 
poſtor introduces God ſpeaking to the 7ews in theſe Words; 
Wa intilna ailaicum el Mann wa'l SFalua; That is, And I alſo ſent you 
down Manna and Salua. That celebrated Author Houſſain Vaeꝝ ex- 
Pounding this Text, ſays; That the Arabick Word Salua anſwers to 
the Hebrew Selav, which moſt Expoſitors tranſlate Qails, tho' he 
ſays it likewiſe ſignifies Honey. Several other Expoſitors agree in 
the ſame Interpretation; and it is certain, that the Bird they call a 
Quail is peculiar to 4rabia Felix, and is ſomething leſs than a Pigeon: 
It has neither Bones, Sinews nor Veins, and ſings with a very ſweet 
Voice. The ſame Author adds, That God cauſed ſo violent a Wind to 
blow, that ic broke the Wings of all thoſe Birds, inſomuch that they 
fell, like a Cloud, upon the Camp of the 1/raelites, who eaſily took and 
eat them with Manna. Vide D* Herbelot in the Word Salua. Nor 
ought I to omit what they ſay of the Ark of the Covenant of the 
Jews, which they call Tibout Mouſſa, The Cheſt or Cabinet of 
Moſes ; but they alſo give it a more lofty Title, Cobbat el Zaman, 
The Ark, or rather Cupulo of Time, for ſo they interpret the 
Hebrew Words Aron Haedas, The Ark of Covenant; becauſe Edab 
ſisnĩfies boch Time and Covenant. They ſay, this Ark was deli- 
vered by God, ready made, to Adam, and was tranſmitted from 
Hand to Hand, from Patriarch to Patriarch, down to Moſes ; and they 
add, That in it were kept the Portraitures of all the Prophets that 
vere to appear, in Proceſs of Time, to the After-ages. I ſhall fay 
ſomething more of this Ark when 1 treat of the Prophet Samuel at 
the End of this Chapter, whom my Author has forgot to men- 
tion. — The Mahometans make Carun, that is, Korah, to be 
Couſin Germain to the Patriarch Moſer, whom they repreſent as a 

great Chymiſt, and that by that Art he had amaſſed ſo great a 
Quantity of Gold, that he loaded Forty Camels with nethirg bud 
that 
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Many more were the memorable Deeds of this wut. 
thy and never enough to be honoured Prophet; all 


his great and remarkable Undertakings ever tendinz 


to the intire Good and unexpreſſible Advantage : 


the 
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that Metal. — He is looked upon, among them, as the Emblem 


of aiery rich, ayaritious, and uncharitable Miſer, even to a Pro- 
verb, and they ſay, That when Moſes commanded the Iſraelites to pay 
Tythes, he utterly refuſed ; wherefore Moſes laid his Curſe upon 
him, and he was ſwallowed up by the Earth. — The Brevity wy 
Author has uſed, is the Cauſe of his omitting many Material Points 
in his Account of Moſes, as, likewiſe in ſeveral other Places, which 
J ſhall endeavour to ſupply, for the Satisfation of the Curious, out 
of what is to be found in other Mihometan Traditions. = That 
King of Figypt who the #ebrews call Pero, and we Pharaoh, the 
Mahometanz call Feraoun, which they hold to be a Title the firſt 
Kings of that Country took, as the Succeſſors of Eſcander or Alex 
ander ibe Great did that of Ptolomy. That Pharaoh who reignd 
when Facob and his Family came thither, was ſurnamed Kian, ac- 
cording to the Arabiiłk Chronicles, and his Succeſſor's Name was Ma- 
aſſab; but that Tyrant who perſecuted Moſes and the Iſraelites, was 
called Cabos, and Walid, The two firſt, they ſay, treated the I 
raelites with great Kindneſs and Humanity, but the third would be 
worſhipped as a God, and oppreſſed the Fews becauſe they refuſed 
to pay him that Honour; alledging, That Joſeph was his Prede- 
ceſſor's Slave, bought for Money, ard conſequently they were all 
his: And accordingly he kept them in Servitude till they were 
delivered by Moſes. So ſay the Expoſitors of the Alcoran. The 
Taarihh Antebleb will have the Pharaohs, in the Arabick Plural 
Faraenah, to be of the Race of Ad Pere, of the Tribe of the Adites, 
and that Walid or Welid, who was drowned in the Red-Sea, lived in 
the Days of Manugeber King of Perſia, of the firſt Race. The 
S:ripture Truths concerning Miſes and the Iſraelites have been mixed 
by the Ma bometan Writers with ſeveral Fabulous Circumſtances 9 
their own Invention, — Amons the reft, they write, That the 


Angel Gabriel, mounted upon a ſtately Courſer, brought up the Rear 


of the Tribes of Iſrael when they fled out of Ægypt, and that when 
Pharaoh, foll: wing them, ſaw the Sea divided, he would not have 
ventured in after them, but that his Horſe, being drawn by the Scent 
of Gabriels Steed, carried him in by Force, and that all his Troops 
following him, they found themſelves in the midſt of the Sea before 
they knew where they were; when the Waters j»yning again, the) 
were all ſwallowed up and deſtroyed. The Jſraelites not knoving 
what had happened to Pharaoh, were ſtill afraid he would pals the 
Sea in Ships, and purſue them; but Gad cauſed Pharaoh's Body, 
which was all clad in bright Armour, to ſwim upon the me 


Mahometiſm Explain d. 195 


the People of rael, whoſe Paſtor he was; but they 
were never ſatisfied, always murmuring, unthankſul 
and rebellious, never contented, nor ever acknow- 
ledging God's peculiar Mercies, and the uncommon 
Deference with which He ever diſtinguiſned them; 
but have, from the Beginning, ever ſhewed them- 
ſelves a faithleſs, diffident and unbelieving Genera- 
tion: And from this hardened and contradicting Spi- 
rit of theirs, ſprung the Source of that Idolatrous 
Schiſm they introduced when they ſet up the Calf 
for their Deity and the Object of their Adoration. 
Tis recorded of this great Prophet, That when he 
was in Egypt, he was forced one Evening ta flee out 
of the City, to avoid the Wrath of the tyrannick 
Pharaoh, who, upon ſome Account, was highly incen- 
ſed againſt him, and ſought his Life. As he fled to 


dave himſelf, the Night drew on, and proved exceed- 


ing dark, overtaking him juſt as he had reached a 
very uncouth and ſolitary Place, where he felt himſelf 
grievouſly oppreſſed with Four intolerably heavy 
Fears and terrible Apprehenſions all at once, which 
almoſt overwhelmed his Heart with Horror. The 
Firſt was, His own Fear of the Tyrant's cruel Diſpoſi- 
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of the Water, which being known by the Jews, they rejoyced, and 
their Hearts became ealy. —— Lzmai, in his Book called Lathaif, 
writes, That Phara:h often conſulted with the Devil, and was very 
importunately preſſing, that it might be brought about through his 
Means, that his Subjects might adore him like a Deity 3 but the 
Anſwer the Devil ſtill made him, was, That it was not yet Time; 
but that when it ſhould be ſeaſonable ſo to do, he would not fail 
of gratifying him in that his Requeſt. —— The Mabometans add, 
That Pharaot's Magicians being converted at the Sight of Moſes's 
real Miracles, that tyrannical Prince was ſo incenſed againſt them, 
that he condemned them to be all put to Death, which »entence 
they received and ſuffered with the greateſt Expreſſions of Joy 
and Satisfaction. The Eaſtern Chriftians, according to EH Barrick, 
give the Name of Amious to Moſes's Perſecutor who periſhed in the 
Red. Sea. The Name of Amious ſeems to have ſome Reſemblance with 
Amaſis King of Zgypr, well known in the Grecian Hiſtories, — 
here is a Book in the King of France's Library, intitled Xerab fi Iman 
Feraun, treating of the tao late Repentance of King Phae. 
Q 2 tion 
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tion if he fell into his Power, The Second was, H: 
Fear for his Mother, whom he dearly loved, and 
highly Honoured, ſhe having remained behind him in 
the City: This was the moſt grievous to him of ali 
The Third was, The Apprehenſions he had for his 
People, who were kept by that wicked King ina 
cruel Servitude and Oppreſſion. The Fourth and 
laſt was, The diſmal Obſcurity of the Night, which 
was ſo great, that he could, by no means, dare ven- 
ture to ſtir out of the Place where he was, either one 
Way or the other. Whilſt he was 1n this terrible Con- 
ſternation, he, with very great Devotion, performed 
thoſe four Proſtrations, which we Maſſalmans are wont 
to repeat when we find ourſelves in Fear, or oppreſ- 
ſed with Terror; the which we call (a) The Prayer 
of Fear, in Commemoration of thoſe Four Apprehen- 
ſions wherewith the Heart of this Holy Man was at 
one Inſtant ſo heavily tormented, but from the which, 
by his thus addreſſing himſelf to Him who is only 
able to apply a Remedy, he was immediately deli- 
vered, and his torturing Aſlaulters put to Flight; for 
he had no ſooner ended his devout Supplication, but 
he heard a Voice from Heaven, which called him by 
his Name, bidding him be of good Cheer and fear no- 
thing; whereby he took new Courage, and {hook off 
all his Deubts, Fears and Apprehenſions, - 
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(6) Foſhua was a moſt magnanimous and valiant 
Leader of the Iſraelites, to whom God gave this Ad- 
vantage over the great Moſes, that he made an intire 
Conqueſt of the numerous Hoſts of his Enemies, and 

compleated 


> — 
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(a) This Prayer they call Salaat el Xhouf, and they uſe it when 
they are moſt in Danger. But my Author here calls it by (at leaſt 
I think ſo, having never heard it before, to my Knowledge) a new 
coined Word, for he has it Alatema, | 
) Of FoſhuaT have little more to add, only what they ſay of 
his Gigantick Enemies the Philiſtines, with whom he had to do | 
vpon that memorable Day. They call them Gjabbaran, or Giabajerah, 

and 
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compleated what he, not being able to accompliſh, 
had left undone. The Hebrew Text informs us, That 
this famous and mighty Warrior, being hotly engaged 
in an obſtinate and bloody Battel, wherein his Party 
apparently began to have the Better, and obſerving 
the Sun to be haſtily declining towards the Weſt, and 
fearing he ſhould not have Day-light enough to pro- 
ſecute what he had fo happily begun, by compleatly 
deſtroying the Army of his Adverſaries; he, there- 
fore, without alighting from off his Horſe, bowed 
down his Head as low as he could, proſtrating himſelf 
over the Horſe's Mane, and, with extraordinary Hu- 
mility and Devotion, addreſſed himſelf to God, in 
theſe few, but memorable Words; 125 | 
Oy: 4“ Omni- 
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and ſay, They were of the Race of the Amalekizes, and that the 
loweſt in Stature among them, was full Nice Cubirs high: But 
of all thoſe Giants, Ag ben Anak, or Og, was the moſt eminent, 
both for Valour and Tallneſs of Stature, and lived 3000 Years, 
He and his People were of the Poſterity of 4d (concerning whom 
I have made Mention already) and are therefore ſometimes called 
Adian, or Adites. Theſe were then, according to them, the Inha- 
bitants of Falaſt hin, that is, Paleſtine, which the Arabs, like us, 
call the Holy Land, and ſay, That its Two Capital Cities are Ilia 
aud 4%/eka, that is, Feruſalem and Fericho, and that this Province 
contained 1coo open Towns, with the moſt curious and delicious 
Garders in the whole Univerſe; that 5 Men could hardly carry a 
Bunch of their Grapes, and that a Pomegranate Shell in that 
Country, was ſufficiently capacious to contain 5 Men within it, 
lo rich and exuberant was the Soil. When Moſes, they ſay, 
firſt arrived near the Confines of this fine Province, he diſpatched 
away 12 Men to make Diſcoveries: They went ; and when they 
had viewed the Land, and ſeen all they could, they agreed among 
_ themſelves, to relate the whole naked Truth to Moſes and Aaron; 
but to conceal ſome Particulars from the People, for fear of diſ- 
couraging them: Yet 10 of them could not keep Counſel, but pub- 
lickly related all they knew. This raiſed a great Mutiny and Con- 
tuſion, and Foſhua and Caleb, who were the Two that kept the 
Secret, were employed to appeaſe the clamarous fiultitude, by letting 
them know, how much they were in the Wrong to entertain ſuch 
terrible Ideas and Apprehenſions of thoſe Gigantick People, ſince 
the Lord had promiſed infallibly to put them in Poſſeſſion of that 
Country, The Land of Arden, or Jordan, is gften mentioned in the 
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** Omnipotent Monarch! Tremendous Lord of al 
* Victories! My weak Ability, my inſignificant | 


„Strength, my Want of Power to finiſh any Thing 
* of my-felf, induce me to implore thy irreſiſtable 


* Aid, without which I am nothing! He ſaid no | 


more; but as ſoon as he lifted vp his Head again, the 
Lord commanded the Sun immediately to ſtand ll, 
continuing without moving, till 72/2 had intirely 
routed his Oppoſers, and gained a moſt compleat 


* 


Victory over them. | 
*. This is certainly a very amazing Myſtery ! A 
moſt wonderful Diſtinction! A ſurprizing, Conde- 
{cention ! The Sun itſelf ſtop at the Requeſt of a 
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fidence of Soul muſt that Servant of the Lord have 
uttered thoſe ſnort Sentences! Theſe Examples are 
all ſo many Confirmations, ſo many corroborating 


6 
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_ * Demonſtrations, whereby God gives us to under- 
© ſtand, That there is nothing but what may be bo- 
* ped for, nothing but what is too mean, in Compa- 


ce 


riſon to the Excellency of the firſt Scheme of our 
* Creation, if the Actions of our Lives are but anſwera- 


** ble to the glorious Intent for which we were cre 
" ated. 4 ö 


1 


Oriental Books, as a Part of Paleſtine. A noted Author, called 


Abried el Faſſi, writes, That all the Ancient Kings of Paleſtine, bore 


the Title of G7:/out, or Goliah, as thoſe of Ezypr did that of Feraoun, 
or Pharach; though ſome Eaſtern Authors abſolutely affirm Goltab 


to have been only King of Amaleh. ——They likewiſe ſay, That the 
Inhabitants of the Holy Land were Twice expelled and drove into 


Africa, firſt by Foſhua, and next by David, after having killed 


Goliah. The firft Tranſmigration is to be underſtood of the Can 
anites, and the ſecond of the Philiſtines. The Afiatichs will needs 
have the Inhabitants of Barbary, along the Coaſts of the Mediter- 
7anean, to be deſcended from the Amalekites, which agrees with 


What ſome of our Writers ſay of a Pillar or Column found in 


Africa, near the Streights- Mouth, on which was an Inſcription, prov- 
ing them to be the People who fled from the Fury of Foſhua the 
Conqueror of Paleſting. Qui fugerumt & facie Joſnuæ Latroni. 


David 


© 


Mortal! With what Sincerity, with what a Con- 
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David the Royal Prophet, was in no wiſe inferior 
to, or leſs memorable than the others: Whilſt he was 
yet a Stripling, without one Hair of Beard upon his 
Chin, he vanquiſhed and ſkw the mighty Golias, or 
Goliab. He left us many very notable Examples of 
his Piety and Fear of the Lord ; and inftituted Two 
proſtrations at Sun-riſing, and the like at Sun-ſetting, 
the which he very vigilantly obſerved, with the ut- 
moſt Aſſiduity all his Life; and more than that, he 
never omitted paying ſome peculiar Devotions to 
God the Creator, whenſoever the Moon began to ap- 
pear, and when ſhe abſconded from his Sight; nor 
was he ever weary of inceſſantly praiſing, glorify ing 
and calling upon the Name of the Lord both by Day 
and by Night, which he did as an Attonement to ex- 
piate for the Follies he had fo inconſiderately com- 
mitted, Theſe, and numberleſs other Auſterities 
which he had enjoyned himſelf to obſerve, he under- 
went with moſt exemplary Conſtancy and Determi- 
nation; and ſo unfeignedly great was his Penitence 
for his Tranſgreſſions, that though the Penance he 
did was ſo far beyond his Strength in thoſe his de- 
clining Years, yet he would never have deſiſted from 
continuing thoſe rigid Severities, without ever refre{h- 
ing his exhauſted Spirits with one Moment's Reſpite, 


had not the Angel Gabrie/ prevailed with him to mi- 


tigate them in ſome meaſure, by putting him in Mind, 
That he was in Danger of incurring the Chaſtiſement 
of thoſe who run themſelves into the heinous Sin of 

El-cafara, or, as we may explain it, of Self. murder. 
However, he never afterwards ceaſed from ſerving 
and calling upon the Lord with a moſt conſummate 
Contrition, and an indefatigable Fervency, compoſing 
and chaunting his excellent Epigrams or P/alms to 
God's Praiſe and Glory; a Book of ſo great a Perfect- 
neſs, that it hath been, and ſtill is, very conducive 
towards the World's Happineſs. This Holy Prophet 
continually lived in a very auſtere Penitence during 
O 4 the 
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the Space of Forty Years, excluſive of thoſe (8) 
Forty Days of his ſo exceſſively rigid Penance, where- 
in he inceſſantly bewailed his Sin in offending God, 
weeping ſcalding hot Tears of Contrition, without 
one Minate's Intermiſſion, till his Royal Perſon was 
reduced to ſuch a lamentable Condition, ſo weak and 
debilitated, and his Countenance ſo ſtrangely meta- 
morphoſed and disfigured, that he was not to he 
known: And from hence it is, we derive the precep- 
tary Injunction of mitigating all too rigid Deeds of 
Penance, in order to avoid falling into the Error of 
over-acting our Parts, and by prejudicing our Health, 
become acceſſary to our own Deſtruction ; though cer- 
tain it is, that nothing is fo inſtrumental towards the 


filling of Paradiſe with Inhabitants, as ſincere and un. 
feigned Repentance. ; 
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cial has thy Error, and thy voluntary Mortifica- 
tion in Expiation thereof, been to Mankind! How 
infinite are the Numbers of otherwiſe incurable 
* Sores, which have been healed up by the Merit of 
* thy Contrition! How many Spots have thy Tears 
* waſhed away! and how many have turned their 
* Backs upon the dreadful Flames of Hell, who would, 
<< irretrievably, have fallen into the midſt of that 
© horrible Furnace, had they not prudently followed 


* the Example thou didft ſet them, by a fervent Re- 


cc 
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ce 


that thy Hours were ſpent in ſuch Auſterities, ſince 
the Lord, through thy meritorious Penance, did 
not only grant thee a full Pardon and Remiſſion 


* 


— 
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(a) The Mahometans little difter from our Scripture in their 
Accounts of David, whom they call Daoud, ben Iſcha, ben Auuil, that 
is, Dav'd, the Son of FJeſſe, the Son of Obed. The Author of the 
Taarich Montekheb and ſome others, only add, That the Birds and 
the Stones obeyed him; that Iron grew ſoft in his Hands; and that, 
during the Forty Days he wept for his Sin, the Tears he dropt, 


hs for 


cauſed Herbs and Plants to ſpring up. 
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** O moſt Pious and Royal Prophet! How benefi 


pentance of their Errors. It was not in vain, 
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* for all thy Offences, thy Adulteries, and thy un- 
godly Murders; but likewiſe ſhowered down up- 
on thee greater Mercies in a more particular Man- 
« ner; I mean, That God, of His wonderful Bounty, 
“ ſhould ordain, that the Fruit of thy Incontinency, 
« of thy ſinful and unjuſt Adultery, ſhould be the 
„Great Solomon. Hail, O Bleſſed King! O lucky 
« Miſtake! O Illuſtrious and Happy Product of In- 
© continency! That one fo Holy, fo Wiſe, fo Honour- 
* able, and ſo worthy of our higheſt Veneration, 
* {hould be conceived in Sin and Adultery ! 


(2) Solomon the Son of David, was the greateſt, 
the wiſeſt, thericheſt, and the moſt magnificent Prince 
upon Earth; ſince he was ſole Lord and Monarch of 
all Things between it and the Firmament of Heaven. 
He had the abſolute Command of the Winds, the 
Clouds, all Humane Creatures, the Gen, the * 
0 


*** 
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(a) The Mabometans call King Solomon, Suliman ben Daoud. Moſt 
Eaſtern Writers ſay, That after his Father's Death, he aſccnded 
his Throne at 12 Years of Age; and, that God ſubje&ed to his 
Empire, not only Men, but Good and Evil Spirits, the Birds, the 
beaſts and the Winds; and that he ſpent 7 Years in building the 
Temple of Jeruſalem. The Taarich Monthekbeb ſays, That he was 
Contemporary with Catcous Second King of Perſia, of the Race of 
the Caianides. The Mahometan Hiſtorians tell us a Thouſand Fabn- 
lous Stories of Solomon's Ring, which was ſtollen from him, whilſt 
he was in the Bath, by an Evil Genius, or Demon, and by him caſt 
into the Sea. Solomon, having thus loſt his Ring, forbore aſcending 
his Throne for 40 Days, as being deprived of the neceſſary Wiſdom 
for Governing his Kingdom well; but he recovered it, at laſt, again, 
finding it in the Belly of a Fiſh that was ſerved up to his Table. 
lt would be tedious to repeat all they relate concerning 
the Magnificence of his Throne, over which, they ſay, the Birds 
continually flittered whilſt he ſat thereon, to ſhade him inftead 
of a Canopy; and about which were 12000 Seats of Gold on the 
Right, for the Patriarchs and Prophets, and 12000 of Silver on 
the Left, for the Wiſe Men and Doctors who attended his Judg- 
ments. We ſhall add ſome few Circumſtances concerning his Life 
and Reign out of the Alcoran, and the Writings of its Expoſitors. 
The Alcoran, in the Chapter intitled Anam, has theſe Words; 


The 
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of the Air, and all Beaſts of the Field; nothing dare 
diſobey him, but all was at his Diſcretion,” and hþ 


was endowed with Knowledge and Wiſdom ſufficient 


to keep them all intirely under his Subjection. 
This peculiar Virtue he was poſlefled of, and which 
none before, or ſince him, ever enjoyed, was contained 
in a Ring he had, upon the Seal whereof was engraven, 
Triangular-wiſe, in Hebrew Characters theſe Words, 
tending to the Glory of the Almighty ; Albamdulillehi, 
and again, Allahu acbar, that is, God be praiſed ! and 
God is Great! By the myſterious Efficacy of this in- 
eſtimable Jewel, this happy Monarch reigned in moſt 
glorious Splendor, Tranquility and Content, 
VV 5 Concerning 
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They have followed that which the Dæmons and the Magicians their 
Subſtitutes, read and taught in the Days and Reign of Suliman. Houſ- 
ſain Jae Paraphraſes upon that Text thus; The Mali Genii, or 
- Doemons, Solomon's Enemies, publiſhed Books full of Superſtition, 
intermix'd with ſome ſacred Ceremonies of the Religion and Prieſt- 
hood of the Fems, and they made the ignorant Vulgar believe, that 
Solomon made uſe of thoſe Books, to gain the Knowledge he had to 
govern his People. Selomon having cauſed all thoſe Books to be care: 
fully collected, he lockt them up in a Cheſt, which he buried under 
his Throne, that none might be infected thereby. Yet after his 
Death, either the Magicians or the Genii got thoſe Books from 
thence, and ſpread them among the Fews, as if they were the 
genuine Books which were compoſed by Solomon, which made many 
believe that Wiſe King to have been the Author of them, and had 
been a great Magician. Mouſſa ben Abi Iſmael writes That 
one Day Solomon riding out to take the Air, the Hour of Prayer 
being come, he would not ſuffer that Time to be miſpent in leading 
his Horſes to Stable, but ordered they ſhould be all turned looſe, 
as if they had no Owners, and that from that Time they ſhould be 
conſecrated to God; who, to reward his Teal, from thence for- 
wards, ſupplied him with a Pleaſant, but Strong Gale of Wind, 
which, without having any Occafion for Horſes, conveyed him where 


ſoever he pleaſed to go. All the Eaſtern Nations look upon Sol- 


mon to have been Univerſal Monarch of the whole Earth, inſomuch, 
that thoſe who believe there have been ſeveral Ages and Revo- 
lutions, in which the World has been inhabited and governed by 
other Creatures befides Men, before the Creation of Adam, do give 
the Name and Title of Suliman to the Monarchs they ſay then 
governed. Of theſe I ſhall give ſome Hints below — The 
> Afraticks 
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Concerning this Great and Univerſal Monarch So- 
anon, our Beatified Prophet Mahomer has Recorded, 
That his Imperial Power was ſo great, his Reign ſo 
proſperous and undiſturbed, his Knowledge and Pene- 
tration ſo exquiſitely profound, and, to compleat all, 
his Treaſures ſo prodigiouſly immenſe and inexhauſti- 
ble, and, in fine, all this ſo ſuperlatively beyond all 
Example, Precedent, or Compariſon, that theſe al- 
luring Baits drew him into a Snare, endearing him 
to the tranſitory Pleaſures and dangerous Calls of the 
World and the Fleſh (thoſe fatal Inciters to, and 
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Al:ticks ſay, That Solomon's Grand Vizier, or Prime Miniſter, was 
Af, of whom the Holy Scripture makes mention, and to whom 
D:vii addreſſes ſeveral of his Pſalms. The Perſian Poet Emadi, 
ſay"; That Solomon's Ring, ſo much talked of, was no other than 
tie Wiſdom God had given him, and of which the Ring is the 
Emo em. However, there are Rabbizs who affirm, That Solomon 
ſaw 2il he defired to know, in the Stone which was (et in that Ring; 
and ſo the High prieſt ſaw all in the Vim and Thummim on his 
Beaſt- late (which alſo conſiſted of Precious Stones) whatever he 
was deſirous of knowing from God. ——— The Life of Solomon hath 
been written by ſeveral Turkiſh, Perſian and Arabian Hiſtorians, but 
by all of them very fabulouſly. From the ſuppoſed Univerſal 
Empire of Solomon, the Eaſtern Romances have taken Occaſion to 
give the Title of Suliman to all thoſe they make to have been 
Lords of the whole World. — They affirm, There have been 
0! theſe Slimane, or Univerſal Monarchs, who reigned ſucceſſively 
for very many Ages before the Creation of Adam, yet ſome Authors 
laverſe their Numbers to 72. Each of theſe Pre-Adamite Sovereigns 
| ruled over Creatures of his own Kind, whoſe Forms were different 
| from that of Adam's Poſterity, yet Rational, like Mankina. Argenk, 
| Vhoreign'd on the imaginary Mountain Caff, in the Days of Tohmurah, 

had a Gallery, as their Romances tell us, in which were the Statues 
of thoſe 72 Sylimanes, and Pourtraictures of all the Creatures their 
Subjects. which were very unlike to Human Rind; for ſome had 
ſeveral Heads, others many Arms, and ſome ſeemed to be compaſed 
and made up of ſeveral Bodies. Their Heads were alſo very ſtrange; 
for ſome were like that of an Elephant, others reſembled that of a 
Buffalo, or a Wild Boar, others ſtill more hideous and monſtrous. 
heſe Sulimanes, they ſay, were perpetually at War with the 
Demons, the Dives, or Evil Genii and the Gyants; of which Wars, 


there are many Fabulous Volumes not worth mentioning. See D'Her- 
b/ot in Soliman. 
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Sources of Ambition, Rebellion and all Sin) to ſuch a 
Degree, that he began wholly to fix his Mind there- 
upon, and to neglect, and, in a manner, to forget 
the Mighty Donor. But, as the Lord of all Thing K 
never ſuffers thoſe preſumptuous Incroachments upon 8 
His Divinity to paſs unchaſtiſed, but will have us : 
Mortals acknowledge Him to be the Author of all our ſ 
Happineſs, and the Fountain-head from whence pro. 
ceeds the Wealth we enjoy; His Cœleſtial Majeſty, 
therefore, thought fit to deprive him of that Empire, 
and thoſe Riches which he employed only to his own 
Honour, and not to the Glory of Him who had ſo 
bountifully beſtowed them upon him; and, in lieu of 
all his ſplendid Pomp, to reduce him to a deſpicable 

State of Poverty, Contempt and Miſerr. 

It was the Cuſtom of this King, when he retired 
into his Cloſet to his private Devotions, always to 
take off his Ring, and to deliver it into the Cuſtody 
of one of his Virgins, to keep it whilſt he made his 
Addreſſes to the Lord. Now, as Solomon kept all the 
perverſe and miſchievous Evi/-Geni under an abſolute 
and very rigorous Subjeclion, which they endured 
not without the greateſt Impatience and Reluctance, 
and were ever contriving, imagining and conſpiring 
by what Means or Invention they might deliver 
themſelves from ſo grievous a Bondage, and ſhake 
off the Yoak to which they had ſo mortalan Averſion; 
it chanced one Day, when the King was gone to his 
Devotions, as uſial, that One of thoſe Enemies of 
Mankind, whoſe Name was Harico, aſſuming the 
| Form of Solomon, went to that Damſel who had the 
Ring in her Keeping, and impoſing upon her Credu- 
| lity, deceived her, and got away that precious Gem, 
and, with exceſſive Joy, went immediately, and caſt 
it into the deepeſt Part of the Sea, where, as it was 

ſinking, it was caught and ſwallowed by a Fiſh: 
And when the King returned, and demanded his Ring 
ö of the Virgin he had left it with, ſne, with great Con. 
ö {uſion in her IL. ooks, told him, That ihe had returner 
| — it 
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it to him already; And withal, repeating the ſame 
Words he had ſaid to her when he aſked for his 
Ring, as likewiſe the Anſwer ſhe. made when ſhe 
gave it him, and which was a certain Form of cere- _ 
monious Sentences always uſed upon that Occaſion, _ 
ſhe alſo told him, That his Majeſty had the very 
« ſame Robes on when ſhe delivered him the Ring, 
« that he wore at preſent. 
The good King, upon this diſaſtrous Circumſtance, 
orew ſenſible, that the Anger of the Lord was kindled 
againſt him, and that, without Doubt, this ſevere 
Mortification was ſent him for a Tryal, and in part 
of Puniſhment for his Tranſgreſſions and Omiſſions: 
$0 reflecting upon his irreparable Loſs, he continued 


in an inconſolable Condition, overwhelmed with Grief 


and Anguiſh, 'till the Evening, and then ſtripping 
himſelf of all his Imperial Ornaments and Princely 
Robes, he clad himſelf in very mean Garments; and 
then taking a Staff in his Hand, he left his Royal Pa- 
lace, glorifying the Name of the Moit High, and ut- 
tering many penitential Sighs and Groans for the nu- 
merous Sins he had committed, and whereby he had 
incurred his Lord's Diſpleaſure: And in this poor 
Condition he wandered about a long while like a Men- 
dicant, paſſing through many remote Countries, and 
whereever he went, was always deſpiſed, ſlighted and ill- 
treated: Nay, he was reduced at laſt to ſuch an Exceſs 
of Poverty and Miſery, and his Perſon was become ſo 
very contemptible, that the very Beggars themſelves 
refuſed to aſſociate themſelvès with him, nor would 
they ſuffer him to go a Begging in their Company; 
laying, That, for his Sake alone, the People forbore 
beſtowing their Charity upon them; inſomuch that 
he continued Forty Days, and as many Nights, faſt- 
ing, never taſting the leaſt Suſtenance in all that Time, 
being preſerved alive by the Divine Grace alone. 

Such was the Wretchedneſs, and ſuch the Life this 
Great Prince led, 'till God was pleaſed in theſe his 
miſerable Peregrinations, to inrich him with a moſt. 
| beautiful 
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beautiful and worthy Lady for a Wife: She Was the | 
Daughter of a certain idolatrous King, through whoſe 
Dominions he paſſed, who having ſeen him, took ſo 
great a Liking to him, that, without her Father's Con. 
ſent, and extremely againſt his Will, ſhe eſpouſed 
him ; which when he came to know, his Indignation 
was ſo great, that, with many Injuries, and abundance 
of IIl- treatment and Reproach, he cauſed her to be 
turned out of his Palace, and, in a manner, quite 
Naked; And being thus both of them deſtitute of all 
Comfort, or Relief, they betook themſelves to the 
Sea-ſide, where they found ſome poor Fiſher-Men 
caſting out their Nets: The diſconſolate New - married 
Couple, craving their Charity, they gave them 2 
Couple of Fiſhes, in the Belly of the leaſt of which, 
King Solomon found the precious Jewel he had loſt, 
and for which he had ſo long languiſhed, and under- 
gone ſo many Miſeries. At the Sight of what he 
had deſpaired of ever ſeeing again, his Heart rebound- 
ed within him, and in an Ecſtaſy of Joy, he kiſſed 
thoſe dear Characters a Thouſand and a Thouſand 
Times, with Rapture, giving Praiſe and Glory to God, 
for having deemed him worthy of again reading thoſe 
Myſterious Words which ſurrounded the Angles there. 
of; and for having reſtored his ineſtimable Ring once 
more to his Finger : And, in effe&, the very Moment 
he had put it on, all Creatures, without Exception, 
returned again to their Duty, and were as obedient, 
and as much under his abſolute Subjection, as they 
had been before he met with that diſaſtrous Loſs : And 
having cauſed a Cloud to deſcend to the Earth, he 
and his Beloved Spouſe mounted therein, and were 
ſpeedily conveyed through the Air to his Capital City, 
from whence he had been ſo long abſent, and to which 
he had fo ardently deſired to return. Soon after this 
had happened, the Angel of the Lord came down from 
Heaven, and delivered him a Meſſage, whereby he was 
ordered to lay the Foundation, in order to erect that 
great and ſumptuous Temple, which we call Beit el | 
| Moccaddas, 
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Noccaddas, or The Holy-Houſe, a Fabrick of moſt 
coſtly and exquiſite Workmanſhip; And the Place 
where it ſtood, is ſtill held in the higheſt Veneration 

by all Nations in general. | 


Daniel was a moſt pious and venerable Prophet: 
This was he that. was preſerved, in ſo miraculous a 
manner, from the cruel and unjuſt Sentence of the 
dſyrian Monarch Darius in Babylon, whither he had 
been led into Captivity by Nebuchadzezzar. That 
too credulous King, by the Advice, and at the Inſti- 
zation of his Satrapa's, or Chief Men, cauſed the Ho- 
ly Prophet to be caſt into a frighttul Den, in the 
Midſt of Seven furious and ravenous Lions, who had 
been kept Three Days without Meat, on purpoſe 
that they might ſatiate their hungry Maws upon 
Daniel's Fleſh: But he, armed with a ſtrong Faith 
and an intire Confidence, in the Omnipotence of his 
God, with Sedateneſs in his Looks and an undaunted 
Courage, intrepidly went down to thoſe fierce Crea- 
tures, who, inſtead of devouring, fawned upon him 
for half a Day and a whole Night that he remained 
in their Den: And the next Morning, when the King, 
followed by thoſe Wicked Accuſers of the Holy Man, 
repaired to the Mouth of that diſmal Cave, expecting 
to have found ſcarce the Bones of Daniel remaining 
whole; (for the King, in Reality, although he had 
been ſo inconſiderately weak as to ſuffer himſelf to be 
over-perſuaded by thoſe vile, malicious Paraſites, 
was mightily concerned, and had a very particular 
Love and Eſteem for that virtuous Prophet) and as he 
approached nearer to the Den, began to call upon him, 
na loud and ſorrowful Voice; © O Daniel! Hath the 
3 God in whom thou haſt believed, in whom thou 
diſt continually put thy Truſt; has He, I ſay, de- 
* livered thee from the Lyons Jaws?“ To which 
Words Daniel replyed; May thy Life be long and 
: proſperous, O King! I am alive, ſound, whole and 
- unhurt. The God in whom I ever have, do, and 
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I ſeeing the Juſtice and Innocence of my Cauſe, hath 


incenſed at his malicious and paraſitical Satrapds, 


devoured them, ſatiating their ravenous Stomachs 
with the mangled Limbs of thoſe Wretches. 


Deliverance ſo nuraculous, and fo publickly tranl- 
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ever will center my whole Truſt and Confidence, 
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been graciouſly pleaſed to ſend down his Angel 
who, by the Sacred Word and Command of the 
mighty Lord of Heaven, hath interpoſed his pro- 
tecting Arm, and hath aſſuaged the raging Fury 
of thy devouring Lions, and withheld them from 
doing me any Harm. When the King heard 
this, he was exceeding joyful, and immediately 
ordered him to be ſet at Liberty ; and being highly 


= 


ed 
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he commanded them to be all thrown down. head- 
long among the Lions, who furiouſly flew upon them, 
and they, being almoſt famiſhed with Hunger, ſoon 


This memorable Incident was fo exemplary, the 


acted, that Darius and all bis Court immediately 
for ſook and renounced their Falſe Worſhip, and be- 


lieved in the God of Daniel; and that King likewiſe 


iſſued out his Royal Proclamation, ſtrictly enjoyn- 
ing all his Subjects throughout his whole Dominions, 
That under ſevere Penalties, they ſhould all, without 
Diſtinction, adore the ſame Deity whom the Holy Da- 
niel worſhipped and confided in. | 


- . 


Another Time, he was in like Manner, upon his 


having incurred the Wrath of King Ora, by him caſt 


into a Den, wherein were alſo Seven fierce Lions, 


the Mouth whereof was ordered to be cloſe ſtopped 


up; and he was there confined a whole Week. At 
which Time, God commanded Bacub, or Habak&uk, to 
convey the Proviſions he was carrying to his Work- 
men in the Field, to Daniel in the Cave; which he 
did in the Twinkling of an Eye, though he was many 
Leagues diſtant from him, becauſe he was born up 
through the Air by an Angel : When he came to the 
frightful Den, he called out to Daniel, who having 
opened the Entrance, received the Food from him; 


and 
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and he returned to his Workmen the ſame Way he 
came, and all this in the Space of a Moment. 


But, at length, when that King, with his Follow- 
ers and evil Counſellors, came to ſee what the rave- 
nous Creatures had left of Daniel, whom they ſuppo- 
ſed had, long ſince, been torn Piece-meal, and devour- 
ed; the Holy Man, who heard them at the Mouth 
of the Den, roſe up, and lifted away the vaſt and 
ponderous Stone which had been laid over it, when 
they all, with Aſtoniſhment, beheld him feeding thoſe 


| fierce Animals, who fawned upon him, as if he had 


brought them up. The King, being greatly amazed 
at this wonderful Prodigy, bad him come out, and 
embracing him with Joy and Satisfaction, he com- 
manded his Guards to lay hold of thoſe who had been 
the Perſecutors of this Juſt Perſon, and to caſt them 
all to the Lions, before his Face; which Order being 
inſtantly executed, they were, in a Moment, pulled 
all in Pieces; © For it frequently happens, that the 
* Harms which the Wicked deſign for the Innocent, 
light upon the Heads of the Inventors. 


From the wonderful Preſervation of this beati- 
* fied Prophet, we are taught, That by a conftant 
firm Faith, and an unſhaken, perſevering Confi- 
dence in God's omnipotent Divinity, we ſhall be 


„delivered out of all Dangers and Afflictions, and 


that thereby we may triumphantly go through 
the ſevereſt Perſecutions. Let us, therefore, fix 
q our whole Truſt in God alone: Let none loſe Cou- 
. rage, or deſpair of his Benevolence, even under the 
worſt of Circumſtances; For where the Danger is 
the greateſt, and ſeemingly unavoidable, there, of 
. 1 Certainty, his Mercy is more to be hoped for, 
and infallibly neareſt at Hand. 


Jonas has taught us the ſame; ſeeing that his 
Want of Confidence, and his Uabelief, were ſuffici- 
| ent 


| e 

„1 © ERNEE 

7 | 85 | » 3 | OG”, 
210 Manometilm Explain d. 
| STE 


.ent to diſturb the Tranquility of the very Sea, and to Ml in 
raiſe a mighty and terrible Tempeſt in the, before, be 
peaceable Waves, inſomuch, that nothing would ay MW V 
peaſe and aſſuage their Fury, but his caſting himſelf Ml vi 
headlong into the midſt of them; where, though he 
beheld the huge Whale, with its monſtrous Taws th 
widely extended, and waiting for him to ſwallow 
him up, yet there was no Remedy, but he muſt ſee 
the Event. When he found himſelf in that enormous 
Paunch, he began to be ſenſible of his heinous 
Tranſgreſſion: He then began to implore Mercy and 
Forgiveneſs : There, with many a bitter Sigh, he 
reflected upon his paſt Offences, and inceſſantly invo- 
ked the Name of his angry Lord, when he found 
himſelf involved in that Labyrinth of Woe : There 
he, with Anguiſh of Soul, found himſelf over. 
 whelmed and oppreſſed all at one Time, with | 
four diſinal and terrifying Obſcurities ; either, or 
the leaſt of which, was more than enough to 
amaze, ſhock, ſtupify, and cauſe to tremble, both 
the Body and Soul of the moſt determined Mortal ; 
Theſe were, Firſt, The Darkneſs of his Sins; Se 
condly, The Darkneſs of the Waters; Thirdly, The 
Darkneſs of the Night ; and, Fourthly, The Dark- 


neſs and Obſcurity of that monſtrous Paunch which Nn 
was his preſent Abode. 0 
AK Nevertheleſs the tremendous Word of God came ll © 
down to the mighty Leviathan, with a ſtrict Com 
mand, that Jonas ſhould be preſerved with the ſame 
Care and Regard it would uſe in the Preſervation of its 
own Bowels: And it was morcover the Lord's Will, 
that he ſhould be diſgorged from the Belly of that 
huge Fiſh on the Third Day, and caſt up on the dry 
Land; which happened to fall out exactly at that 
Time of the Day when three Parts thereof were dim: 
niſhed and paſt: And when he found himſelf at Liber 
ty, and ſafe upon the Shore, with exceſſive Joy 4 
his Delivery from that imminent Danger, he, with ur 
_ feigned Devotion, made Four Proſtrations to the Lett | 
ee 
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in Commemoration of the four Obſcurities he had 
been oppreſſed with, whilſt he continued under the 
Waters, and as a Thankſgiving Offering for His Di- 
vine Majeſty's having ſo graciouſly vouchſafed to pre- 
ſerve him in thoſe terrifying Circumſtances. This is 
the ſame daily Prayer which is enjoyned us AMA 
ſulmans to obſerve, repeat, and celebrate every Day 
at the ſame Hour, and is what we call Salaat e/ 
40% e 2 


(a) Tahia, that is John, was a moſt ſanctified Per- 
fn, and whoſe great Privileges and Immunities were, 
as the reverend Alcoran tells us, ſigned with th: 
Lord's own Hand. This was he who, in his early 

P22 Youth, 
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(a) St. n the Baptiſt is, by the Arabs, called Fabia (or rather, 
according to our Pronunciation Tabia) ben Zacharia, and ſometimes, 
after the Syrians and other Eaſtern Chriſtians, Johanna and Mar 
Jrhanna. The Name Yahia ſignifies the Giver of Life, from Haiat, 
Lite; becauſe, they ſay, he made the Name of Zachary his Father 
to hive, and his Memory immortal; or elſe, becauſe the true Reli- 
gon, or the Faith in the Meſſiab, through his Means, received 
new Life; for, they affirm, That the Doctrine our Bleſſed Saviour 
preached, was Iſlamiſm, bur has been ſince adulterated and cor- 
rupied, The Alcoran and Mahometan Authors give the ſame Ac- 
count we find in the Holy Goſpel, concerning his being promiſed 
to his Father by the Angel, with only the Addition of ſome Cir» 
cumſtances, — The Taaxich Monthebbeb ſays, That his Head being 
cut off by a King of the Jews, the Blood that flowed from his Body 
could never be ſtaunched, *till his Death was revenged upon the 
n;, by a great Deſolation God ſent upon them, and that he was 
the Jaſt Prophet of that Nation. — The Perſian Geography fays, 
His Head was preſerved in a Church built by the Sabians at 


| Damaſcus for that Purpoſe, and there always honoured both by 


Chriſtiens and AMabimetant. Theſe Sabians are, with ſome Diffe- 
rence, the ſame the Afiaticks call Mendai Fahia, and we, The Chri- 
ſlans of Saint John, many of whom ſtill live in and about the City 
boſora, That Church, now converted into a Moſque, was dedica- 
ied to Zachary Father to Saint John, and was not called Saint 
John's Church, *cill ater his Head (found in the City Hems in the 
Reign of the Emperor Theodoſius the younger) was carried thitker 
nd interred. — The Mabometans confound Zachary the Father of 


unt 5%, with Zach«ry the High-Prieſt, whom 72. cauſed ro be 


ſtoned 


Youth, renounced and relinquiſhed the Pleaſures of the 


the Winds, the Froft, and the ſcorching Sun beams nh 


open Air, without fearing any of its dangerous Con- 


 Nebuchadnezzar (whom they all make to te General of the Perſian 


that of Nabior Prophet, and call him Am and Ma ſſoum, that is, 


Calendar on the 27th of the Month Ab, anſu erable to our Auguſt, 
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World, abandoned his indulgent Parents, and embra. bs 
ced an auſtere, religious Lite; wandering, almoſt na. Bf 
ked, through the Mountains, in Company with the © N 
wild Beafts of the Fields, his Face and Limbs unco- 0 0 


vered, and continvally expoſed to the Inclemency of 


feeding upon raw Herbs and Roots, drinking foy] 4 


ſequences. The Birds of the Air became ſo familiar 
with him, that they would pitch and fit upon his 
Head; and the Brute-Beaſts followed him up and 
down where-ever he went, never quitting his Com- 
pany, all one as if he had been one of their own 
Species. 


e 
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ſtoned to Death in the Temple, notwithſtanding the mighty Servi 
ces done him by his Father Fiada, and they ſay, Gadarz, that 1s 


Monarch's Armies) came to Jeruſalem purpoſely to revenge his 
Death. — They alſo quote many Words, which, in Reality, are 
our Saviour's, ard apply them to Saint Fehn, and have formed 
Dialogues betwixt them. — They give him ſeveral Titles befides . 


Exempt, Preſe: ved, and Free from all Sin, not only in Regard of : 
his Innocency, and the Auſterity of his Life, but alſo by his Sancti - 
fication in his Mother's Womb. — The Eaſtern Chriſtians keep th 
the Feſtival of the Nativity of Saint Jh Baptiſt on the 21ſt Day We 
of the Month, called in the Syrian Calendar, Haziran, which an- 

ſ3ers to our June. It is ſet down in the Mahometan Ephemerides W" 
El Mi'ad, or Myulud Fahia, The Feftival we call the Decolla- 
tion of Saint John, and they, Medal Jahia, is ſet down in the ſame 


— The Diſciples of Saint 7chy Baptiſt, who in the primitive 
Times were called Hemers Baptiſtes, and whoſe Numbers were conſi- 
der able amongſt the Fems, in proceſs of Time, made a particular 
Religion, by the Name of Mendai Fahia : They uſe a Sort of Bap. 
tiſm very different from ours, which makes our Travellers call 
them Chriftians of Saint Fobn; but they muſt not be altogether 
confounded with the Sabrins, who are of a different Set. — 
For thoſe Sects, fee D'Herbelot under the Names Mendai, Fabia, Saba, 
and Sabi, and for Saint John ſce Jobia and Johanna, * 
e 
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He once left this Retirement of his, and went to viſit 
his Mother Iſabel, or Elizabeth, who was very much 
afflicted and concerned to behold in her Son ſo near 
2 Reſemblance to a Sylvan, or a Wild Man, his 
Countenance ſo ſtrangely disfigured, his Fleth all 
rarched, tanned, and without Covering, his Legs 
bare and his Feet unſhod, and all over ill-treated by 
the Thorns, and lamentably chopt wita the pinching 
Froſts. What increaſed her Grief was, That, inſtead 
of comforting her for his long Abſence by offering 
hinſelf to ſtay at home with her, as ſhe, almoſt 
drowned in a tender Shower of Motherly Tears, moſt 
earneſtly intreated him to do, he only returned her 
this Anſwer: | | 


* My Dear and Honoured Mother! You are not 
ignorant, nor can you have forgot, that I remain- 
"ed with you, under your Roof, the whole Time of 
my Infancy and Childhood, and that I was never 
in the leaſt undutiful, or diſobedient to your Com- 
" mands ; but now I am grown up to be a Man, I 
* intend to follow my Obligation, and to endeavour 
W to anſwer the End of my Creation, by dedicating 
„% my Time wholly to the Service of my Creator, 
of W. which is what I may, upon no Conſideration, pre- 
. fume to omit or to neglect. ” From hence it is, 
? bat our Holy Book of EI Sunna, or the Oral Law, 
n. MWiiiily enjoyns and commands us, That as ſoon as 
ve are arrived to Years of Maturity, we mult never 
teple&t to be aſſiduous in the Obſervation of God's 
cred Laws. gp 


=_ - 5 

i . /, or Jeſis was the ſame whom we generally call 
ar Mite (a) Me ſiab, becauſe he had the Vertue of Healing 
e Wound or Sore whatſoever, with only his Touch: 


2.3 By 
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a) My Mor has it Almabit; but that I excuſe in him, as I am 


rcd to do a thouſand other Words and Names, which he _ 
inha- 
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By only ftroaking with his Hand the contraged 
Limbs of the Lame, he perfectly reſtored theny' to 
their proper Uſes and Faculties: He cured the Para- 
lytick, and thoſe who were ſtruck with the Plagne, 
or any peſtilential Diſtemper; as likewiſe thoſe who 
were afflicted with the Gout, and the Falling-Sickneſs; 
He reſtored the Blind to their Sight, the Dumb to their 
Speech, and the Deaf to their Hearing ; nay, the 
very Dead he raiſed from their Graves. He made 
Birds of Clay, and, with one Blaſt of his Breath, 
cauſed them to fly: He expelled Dœmons whereſoever 
they were hid. (a) All theſe Miracles this Beati- 
fied Prophet performed through Divine Grace and 
Inſpiration, and by the wonderful Efficacy of a 
ſtrong Faith in God's Omnipotency, but all to little 
Effect, and no Benefit, but it all rather ay - 
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inhumanely Spaniolizes, or rather Barbarixes. The Arabs, accord- 
ing to © Herbelot and others, call our Bleſſed Saviour E] Malſſib; It 
is become amongſt them the proper Name of many Men; as b, 
likewiſe, Iſa, Ia or Aiſa, all which are the ſame as Feſw. They 
call him Iſa ben Miriam, or Feſis the Son of Mary, but never men. 
tion him without the moſt profound Reverence, and the additicnal 
Title of Sidingh, that is, our Lord. 


(a) I hope the judicious Readers of the following Lines in this 
Paragraph, will be ſo Candid and Impartial, as to recollect thelr 
Memories, and to confider who was the Author of this Performance, 
whereof I am but the Tranflator. Could the tender Conſciences of 


the Spaniſh Moors, who were Chriſtians in nothing but their Out: 


tides, have digeſted the Myſteries of the ſacred Trinity, they might 
peaceably have enjoyed their ample Patrimonies in their Native 
Country, which, through the Perſecution of their mercileſs Enemies, 
and Fear of the Inquiſition, ſo many, ſo very many Thouſands of 


them, were compelled to abandon, and to flee ſor Sanctuary to 


Turkey, and eſpecially over to Bartary, where they ſwarm. — 
This Doctrine is, indeed, very Anti-chriſtian, but they are the Words 
of a Mor, and not of a Ciriftian. He writes the real Sentiments 
of his honeſt well-meaning Heart, which he imbibed with his Me 
ther's Milk, and had been handed down to him by the errone0Þs 


Traditions of his Fore-Fathers, and to them by their ſubtle Law * 


giver, the Impoſtor Mahomet ; and J am perſuaded, he 2 


JJ TT 
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Cauſe of breeding Confuſions: For the People, being 


armed and aſtoniſhed at the Sight of ſuch ſurpri- 
zing Myſteries, denyed, and began to forget, Him 


1 
2 
CHI 


nothing but what, to the utmoſt of his Knowledge, are the true 
'Tenets of that Medley of Incoherences, I mean the Mahometan Be- 
lief, as delivered in the Alcoran, and the other Books of EI Sunna, 
or their Oral Laws, I would, nevertheleſs, fain have omitted this 
whole Paragraph, or, at leaft, have given it a different Turn; but, 
upon ſecond Thoughts, I conſulted ſome Gentlemen of Worth and 
Learning, who all told me, That if I pretended to give the Worid 4 
Hanſtation, I muſt ive the real Meaning of my Author, and not my own, 
except 1 did it ſeparately from the Work itſelf. But for the Reader's 
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further Satisfaction, I give a faithful Tranſcript of the whole Para- 


graph. Vudelicet. 


Mae fve el que le llamaron 


Almahiz por que ſanaba 
Tocando qualquiera herida 
con ſu mano amahaba 
OQualguiera coſa contricta 
Cox03 y mancos curaba 
Tullidos y contajioſos 

Ya los qui de gota eſtaban 


Alos ciegos daba viſta 


Alos mados dava habla 
Alos ſordos el oir 

Los muertos Reſucitaba 
Hazia abes de ba Ro 


I con ſu aliento bolaban 


Eipelia los Demonios 

De donde quiera que eſtaban 
todos eſtos milagros 

Ne con ſu dibina gracia 
Hzo por ſu fe crecida 

YT ro le approvecho nada 
Antes fueron confuſiones 
Porque la Jente turbada 
De tan grandes marabillas 
Negaron al que la daba 

El ſer con que los hazia 

Y al menfajero adoraban 
Jomando por ſenor- 
Tncitados de la traga 


Del maldito lugifer 

De do quedo cimentada 
La confuſa trinidad 
Ceguedad ja mas penſada 
Y quando ye entend io 
Que per ſenor le adoraban 


Haziendo le trinidad 


Coſa del tan apartada 
Fue ala que el fol ſe ponia 
Quando Efto le denunciaban 


| Y defexdendoſe dello 


Hizo ad alla tres a Racas 
Aquellas que ſon de almagrib 
Que ol los muzlimes guardan 
Negando las dos perſonas 

Que a ſu ſenor le applicaban 


'Y afirmando la unidad 


Sin ponerle ſeme janga 


| Alfin alla lo enxalco 


Dentre eſte Jente engannada 
Quedando eſcuros fin fe 
Sin Salbagion y fin gragia 


En eſte ſanto anabi 
Hizieron parada y Raya 


Los profetas y anabies 

Los alquitebes y cartas 
Que ſobre los de yzrael 
Fueron del gielo baxadas. 
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from whom he received the Power, by which he nd 
all this; and fell to adoring the Meſſenger, taking 
him for their Lord, and their God, which they did 
at the ſubtle Inſtigations of the accurſed Lucifer : 
And from hence is derived the Original Source of the 
confuſed Trinity: A Blindneſs which that Sanctifed 
Prophet never ſo much as dreamt of. , 


But when J perceived that they had made a De 
ity of him, and that they adored him as ſuch, by 
incorporating him into a Trimity, which was what 
was ſo very contrary to his Thoughts and Intenti- 
ons; and it being at the Time when the Sun was juſt 
going to diſappear, when this was denounced to him 
by his Followers, which he defended hmſelf againſt, 
by an abſolute Refuſal of any ſuch Propoſal ; He 
performed, before the Preſence of his Creator, thoſe 
Three Proſtrations (which are the ſame which at 
this Day we Muſſulmans obſerve and repeat at the 
Hour of EI Magrib, or Sun-ſet) wherein he abjured 
the Two Perſons they had incorporated and joyned 
with his Lord, whoſe Unity he confirmed, denying 
to acknowledge that God has any Equal or Likenels, 
(a) At length God took him up from amongſt thoſe 
deluded People, and left them groping in the Dae, 

W1itl- 


* 


. . — 
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(a) They will, by no Means, allow nor acknowledge that our 
Saviour Jeſu Chriſt was crucified by the Fews, but that they fixed 
a Male'attor upon the Croſs in his ſtead, who much reſembled him: 
They intended, they ſay, to have done it, but were prevented by 
| his being, the Night before, taken up into the Fourth Heaven, 
1 which, according to them, is the Cælum Empyreum; for they hold the 
Ip Firſt to be that of the Planets; the Second the Firmament; the 
4 Third that of the Spirits abſtracted from Bodies, and the Fourth 
1 that of the Throne and Glory of God. — As to his Birth, they 
ſay, Thar he was born at Bethlebem, near ꝓeruſalem, in the Fifty- 
ſixth Tear of Auguſtus Ceſar ; That his Mother Miriam mira- 
culouſl, conceived him in her Womb without having ever known 
Man; and, That he was but Three Hours in the Cradle. — 
Thouzh they believe him not to be a God (for few can be ignorant 
of their being Monothelites or Vnitarians) yet they aſſign kim a kind 
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without Faith, without Grace, and in a Word, 
without Salvation. In this Holy Prophet the Spirit 
of Propheiy ceaſed : This was the Laſt of the Pro- 
phets or Meſſengers, and his Sacred Scripture was the 
Laſt which was ſent down from Heaven to the Peo- 
ple of Vrael. X 
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of Ommpotency. which, they ſay, He manifeſted upon Earth, by 
his wonde fol Birth, his Doctrine, his Law, his Aſcenfion into 
ea en, is miraculous Cures, and the like; and that he is again 
to confirm a'l this by returning to the World, and by his Victory 
over aggial or Aatichriſt. They add, That he exerciſes the 


ſane Power in the other World by his Office of a Mediator and 
Inteiceſlor. | 5 
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The Ninth CHAPTER, 


= 3. 8 my Author has been ſilent in ſome 
Avery Material Heads, I think it neceſſa- 


* 1 A Rt ry to ſupply his Omiſſions by what is 
do be found in other Mahometan Books, 


eſpecially concerning the Jews in gene- 
ral, and ſome of the Patriarchs and Pro- 


phets in particular, that have not been treated of 


by him: And, Firſt, 


Of the Tt ws. 


Heſe People the Arabs call Beni Iſrael, but more 
commonly Lehoud, in the Singular Faboud,, 


from Houd the Patriarch Heber: For, believing, 2s 
many of our Hiſtorians do, that the Word Hebrew 
comes from Heber, by the ſame Reaſon they oo 

| clu fy 
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dude, that of Fahoudi, ſignifying a Je, muſt infal- 
libly be made of Houd, and ſo that Houd and Heber 
were the ſame Name. The Turks call them Tchifout 
or [chafur, Carrion or ſtinking, by way of Con- 
tempt. —— All Mahometans unanimouſly agree, 
That the Fews have been condemned to perpetual 
Bondage for their ſtubborn Rebellion againſt God, 
and tor not receiving and acknowledging eus Chriſt 
for the true Meſſiah. This is grounded on the. A/co- 

ran; all the Expoſitors whereof ſay, That ever ſince 
the firſt Rebellion of that hardened Nation, they 
have always been liable to be killed, to be made 
Slaves, or at leaſt, to be kept under a rigid Yoak, 
and to be forcibly compelled to pay Tribute ; which 
began firſt under Nebuchadnezzar, and will continue 
'till the World's End. —— In relation to the Dif- 
perſion of the cue, they add, That there is no 
Country upon the Earth without ſome of thoſe 
People more or leſs. —— Mabomet having been obli- 
ged to the Fews for many Paſſages in his Alcoran, 
to requite them, in the Chapter Aaraf, ſays, There zs 

2 Race among the People of Moſes, which points out and 
\hews the Truth to all the reſt, and is governed with 
Fultice and Equity. —— The Expoſitors upon this 
Pailage, add, That the Jews, after the Death of Mo- 
Jes and Foſhua, fell to Idolatry, and embrued their 
Hands in the Blood of the Prophets (They ſay, the 
whole Number of the Prophets of the Race of I/rac/ 
was 124000) whom God ſent, from Time to Time, 
to preach to them, in order to reclaim them. —— 
Nevertheleſs, a great Number of them kept, the Law, 
and implicitly believed in and adored the True God 
of their Fore-fathers, inceſſantly praying to God to 

deliver them out of the Company of the Wicked. 
God heard their Prayers and Supplications, and, by a 
ſtrange Miracle, opened for them a very ſpacious 
Paſſage, which carried them, with much Eaſe, into 
the moſt Eaſtward Parts of the World, far beyond 
China, where they ſettled, and where, to this Day, 
— MOOS POR oY 54 
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are ſome Remains of them. — Other Expoſiters p 
add another Fable, no leſs impertinent than this, . 
which is, That Mahomer, in the imaginary Pilpyi- ( 
mage he made one Night to Heaven, ſaw thoſe 8 
Tribes of Iſraelites in his Way; and having read 10 7 
them Ten Verſes of the A/coran, they were all con- : 
verted to I/lamiſm, and that thoſe are the eue he : 
ſpeaks of in the Chapter Aaraf. — Theſe Jem [ 
may, perhaps, be the fame whom our Authors will 
needs have to have been ſent into Tartary, and the | 


fartheſt Eaſtern Parts, in the Aſſyrian Capt.vity, — 
Algianabi and Abou Feda write, That Zudaiſm wag 
brought into Arabia, by Abou Kerb Alſaad, 32d King 
of Arabia Fwlix, 700 Years before Mahomet. 
This Prince was of the Family ot Hemiar, from whom 
the Arabs his Subjects were called Hemiarites, and by 
the Greeks, Homerites. —— Dhou Naovas, th 
King of the ſame Race, was ſo zealous for Fudaiſm, 
that he cauſed thoſe who retuſed to profeſs it, to be 

caſt into burning Furnaces, which Cruelty of his 

obliged the Negaiſhi, or Emperor of Athiopia, who 

was a Chriſtian, to make War upon him, and, in fine, 

to ſubdue his whole Country, which remained under 
the Subjection of the AFithioprians for the Space of 72 

Years. —— There were abundance of Fews in 

Arabia when Mahomet firſt ſtarted up, and ſome were 
very powerful, and held ſeveral Caſtles and ftrong 

Holds, wherein they commanded like Sovereign Prin- 
ces. Mahomet had Wars with them, ſubdued many, 
expelled others, and at laſt, gave Quarter to the reſt, 
becauſe they had been Witneſſes to his Impoſtures. 
— Formerly the eus in the Eaſt wore a Piece of 
Yellow Cloth upon their Shoulders, or a Yellow, a 
Red, or Orange- coloured Hat, for a Mark of 
Diſtinction, as they do now in moſt Parts of Iraly, 1 
mean, as to the Hat: At preſent, throughout all the 
Mabometan Dominions, a long Felt Cap, always black, 
which the Turks, in Diriſion, call Harous, which 
in their Language, ſignifies a Cloſe-ſtool, being ſna- 


ped 


Mahometiſm Explain d. 221 
ped much like it; and round about it they are ſuffer- 

ed to wreath a Turbant of either blue or ſtriped Lin- 
nen, but no other: This Privilege they have only in 
the Levant, for in Barbary they. muſt only bind a 
Sort ot Handkerchief round it. Their Habits in all 
Mabometan Countries, muſt be intirely Black. This 
is of their own Native ewe, for thoſe who come from 
any Part of Chriſtendom may wear the Habit of the 
Place they came from; but would run a great Hazard 
of being burnt, if they ſhould preſume to wear any 
thing Green. To conclude, The Mahometans aſſign the 
Jews their Station in Hell one Story or Degree lower 
than the Chr:/tzans ; which laſt, I fear, have never had 


the Civility to return them their Thanks for that Fa- 
vour. N 


Of the Patriarch: SALEH and 
N. 


THe Arabians call the Patriarch Saleh by the 
Name and Title of Salah el Nabi, that is, The 
Prophet Salah. ——He was the Son of Arphaxad, and 
Father to Heber. — They ſay, He was ſent by 
God to the People of the Tribe of Themud, who in- 
habited Arabia Petraa, or the Stony, but found a 
very bad Reception among thoſe wicked People. 
The Themudites were deſcended from Themud the Son 
of Amer, the Son of Aram, and Brother to Arphaxad. 
— The Taarich Montekheb has it, That Salah 

was the Son of A/af, the Son of Caſſeæb, the Son of 
Haver, the Son of Khaver or Heber, the Son of The- 

zud, the Son of Aram, the Son of Sam, or Shem, the 
Son of Noah; which Genealogy little agrees with 
the Hebrew Text, which ſays, That Saleb was the Son 
o Arpbaxad, and Father to Heber. But by the ſame 
Taarich 
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Taarich Montekbeb it appears, that this Salah the 


Mahometans ſpeak of, is much more modern than the 
Patriarch Sa/eh mentioned in Scripture. — The 
ſame Author tells us, That the Prophet Salah proved 
his Miſſion by the Miracle he wrought, by cauling a 
Rock to open, from whence came out a She Camel, 
which brought forth a young one in the ſight of Mul- 
titudes of Spectators : But the Themudites continuing 
obſtinate in their Unbelief, killed the faid Camel, 
though ſhe, in audible and articulate Words, upbraid- 
ed them with Incredulity. This drew divine Ven- 
geance upon them ; For God ſent the Angel Gabriel 
to chaſtiſe them, who ſtruck them with a mortal 
Diſeaſe, whereby they all periſhed, excepting only 
ſome few, who believed in the Prophet's Words, and 
with him retired to Mecca, where he ended his Days. 
——— Some will have it, ſays the ſame Author, 
that Salab went from Mecca into Paleſtine, and is 
there buried. This very Story is related by Houſſain 
Vaes, but much more at large, and with the Addi- 
tion of ſeveral Circumſtances, though, in the Main, 
all tending to the ſame Effect: But what the Alcoran 
gives us concerning the above-mentioned Themu- 
dites, ought to have a Place here: It ſays; That God 
having determined thoſe People (who were an ancient 


ll — 


noble Tribe of Arabs, at preſent extinct) for refuſing 


to give Ear to the Prophet Salab whom He had ſent to 


convert them, and who at laſt told them, That in 


three Days Time they {ſhould all infallibly periſh : 
Upon hearing this, they dug Caves under their Hou- 
ſes to ſhelter them from the impending Storm, in 
which ſubterraneous Vaults they continued hid till 
the Fourth Day after that Prediction, when, imagining 
all Danger paſt, they came out, and, upon finding no 
Alteration, but every Thing as they had left it, 


they derided the Prophet more than ever: When the 


Angel Gabriel appeared to them in his own proper 
Form, which was thus; His Feet ſtood upon the 
Earth, and his Head reach'd up to Heaven: His 

wi | Wings 
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Wings extended from Eaſt to Weſt; the Colour of 
his Feet was like the Aurora, and his Wings were of 
a Sea-Green ; his Teeth White, Shining and Tranſpa- 
rent, his Cheeks Flaming, and his Hair as Red as 
Coral, which covered the whole Horizon. The The- 
mudites, terrified at this Sight, retired again to their 
Houſes. and again hid themſelves in their Caves 
under Ground, but Gabriel cried out with a moſt 
dreadful Voice, Dye, all ye accarſed Wretches, for the 
Lord has paſſed Sentence of Condemnation upon ye ! This 
Out-cry of the Angel's was ſo exceſſive loud and vehe- 
ment, that it cauſed a great Earthquake, which ſhook 
their Towns, c. all down over their Heads, and they 
remained buried under the Ruins. ns 
This Patriarch, as I have ſaid before, was the Fa- 
ther of the venerable Heber, whom all Mahometans 
call Houd, becauſe their Legiſlator Mahomet, was 
pleaſed to give him that Name in his A/coran : He is 
held in high Rank and Eſteem among them, and they 
affirm, That he was ſent by God, ro Preach to the 
People of Ad and Shedad; but that his Doctrine had 
but very little Influence upon them, for few would 
liſten to him at all, but fewer would believe in his 
Miſſion. Their Incredulity, according to the Alcoran, 
lo incenſed the Lord againſt them, that He ſent a 
ſcorching Wind, which that Book calls R akim, 
whereby thoſe Unbelievers were utterly deſtroyed. 
——Houd, according to ſome Authors, with a ſmall 
Number of the Faithful, retired to Mecca, where he 
lettled his Abode; though others aftirm, He went 
into the Province of Hadramuth, and there ended his 
Days. His Tomb is till to be ſeen in Arabia Felix, 
near the Town of Mirbath, and there is a ſmall Town 
built about it called Cabar, or Cubr Hound, that is, 
The Sepulchre of Hound. The TuAarich Montekbeb 
ſays, That this Patriarch lived in the Days of Gram- 
Heid King of Perſia. The aforeſaid Chronicle gives 
this ſhort Account of Heud, but Khondemir and Houſ- 
fa Vac deliver it much more at large. They 


ſay, 
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ſay, He was born in Arabia among the Adites who 
deſcended from Ad the Son of Avus, or Hs the gon 
of Aram, the Son of Shen, the Son of Noah. Their 
Tradition of him is, That God ſent Houd the Prophet 
to Preach to the Adites, and to convert them from 
their falſe Worſhip they made to Idols. — Thoſe 
Idols were Sukiah, whom they invoked when they 
wanted Rain. Hefedhak, that they called upon to 
be protected in Travelling. Razekab, to ſupply them 
with Neceſſaries for Life. And Salemab for Health in 
Sickneſs. This potent Tribe of Arabs, as I have ſaid, 
had for their Founder Ad, who was the Father of Shodad | 
and Shedid, who became fo Powerful and Wealthy in 
Arabia, that they perfectly finiſhed the mighty and ſtu · 
pendous Structures their Father had began. They 
are mentioned in the Alcoran with Deteſtation, whoſe 
Ex poſitors tell Wonders of that fabulous City and Gar- 
den called Iram, thoſe Princes, who, it ſeems were 
huge and monſtrous Giants, had built and planred, 
| and where they depoſited all the immenſe Riches 
they had amaſſed in their Conqueſts of the Arabias 
and other Countries. This City, which was called 
Gennet, or Paradiſe, having built it in Imitation there- 
of, . eſpecially the Garden, is only now and then viſt 
ble, they pretending it appears to ſome particular 
Perſons, with abundance of ſuch Chimeras. —— But 
to return. The Adites inhabited” Arabia Felix, in 2 
Country called Axcaf, in Arabick ſignifying Craggy 
Hills, all that Space of Land between Hadramuth and 
Oman upon the Perſian Gulph, being full of ſuch Hills 
of Sand. Houd Preached to theſe People for ſeve- 
ral Years without any Succeſs, *till God became fo 
angry with them, that He reſolved to allow them no 
longer Time.—— The firſt Token God ſent them of 
His Indignation, was a Famine of Three Years Con- 
tinuance, which, accompamied with other Plagues 
and infectious Diſtempers, carried off vaſt Numbers 
of thoſe People, who were at that Time the wealtht- 
eſt, moſt formidable and moſt numerous Tribe nw 
Lrabia. 
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Arabia. The Adites in this Extremity finding no Re- 
lief from their falſe Gods, refolved to go in Pilgrimage 
to the Province of Hegiaz, to that Place where now 
the Muſſulmans reſort to perform their Pilgrimage, 
being the ſame where ſtands the Temple which is at 
Mecca. —— There was then near that Place a Hill of 
Red Sand, about which there was continually a great 
Concourſe of People from all Parts; and all theſe; as 
well the Infidels,as the Faithful, firmly and impli- 
citly believed, That by devoutly applying themſelves 
to God in that Place, they ſhould infallibly obtain 
from Him whatſoever they demanded for the ſup- 
plying their Wants, as to what was requiſite. for the 
Support of Life. Having then reſolved upon this 
Religious Journey, they made Choice of 70 Men, 
and at their Head they placed Mort adh and Ri,, the 
Two richeſt and moſt reſpected Chiefs among all their 
Tribes, who ſet out, in the Name of all the People, 
upon this ſanctified Pilgrimage to demand Rain, 
without which they a inevitably periſh. This 

Cavalcade was very kindly received by Moavia, who 
who at that Time reigned in the Province of Hegraz. 

1 As for Mortadh, who was the wifeſt Man of 
the whole Company, he often poſitively told them, 
That it would be in vain for them to go in Pilgrimage 
to that Holy Place, except they gave Ear to the Doc- 
trine of the Prophet Houd, and did Penance for their 
Incredulity : But Kz/, who was an obſtinate Unbe- 

lever, and had an extreme Averſion to that Prophet, 
deſtred King Moavia to keep his Colleague Morradh 

under Confinement in Priſon, till he and his Com- 
panions went to perform their Devotions at the afores 

{aid Hill. Moavia complied with his Requeſt; and 

kept Aortadh Priſoner, and diſmiſſed the reſt to go 

and fulfil their Vow,— K being now the only 

Chief of thoſe miſled People, when he arrived at .the 

Place, prayed thus; O Lord] give the People of Ad 

Such Rain az thou ſhalt think proper for them. When he 
had fo ſaid, Three Clouds '- wich the one . 
tu. 
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the other Black, and the third Red; and at be 


fame Time a Voice was heard, which ſaid; Gh 
which of the Three you will have. After ſome little 
Pauſing, K choſe the Black one, as imagining it 
contained the greateſt Quantity of Rain, and 9 
ed full of Joy, thinking his Supplication had been 
heard, according to his Deſire. In his Way home, 
ſo ſoon as he came to the Valley of Mogaith, in the 
Country of the Adites, he acquainted them with his 

imagined Succeſs, and theſe ſenſeleſs, miſguided Pev- 
ple ran out to meet the Cloud, which was full of n- 
thing but divine Vengeance, and inſtead of the de- 
fired and expected Showers of Rain, produced a moſt 
violent Wind, exceſſive cold and piercing, which cot- 
tinually blowing for Seven Days, deſtroyed all the 
Infidels in the Country, and none were left alive but 
only Houd, and ſuch as had embraced the Faith. 


FFC 


O the Patriarch LO T. 


. I could ſay much upon this Head, 
as well as upon ſeveral others, yet I rather 
chuſe to tranſlate the Words of Monſieur 
D'Herbelot, a grave and learned Author, who was pet · 
fectly verſed in the Oriental Tongues, and who had, 
for many Years, made it his whole Buſineſs to peruſe 
their Books, and to ſtudy their Maxims, Nc. where 
by it will appear, that their deteſtable Practice of the 
Sins of Sodom, is not looked upon to be no Crime, #3 
many believe. He has it Verbatim thus ——Lotb 
or Louth ; According to the Taarich Monte&beb, be 
was the Son of Haran, the Son of Tareh, and conſe- 
quently, Nephew to Abraham the Patriarch. He is 
one of thoſe the Mahometans acknowledge as Pro- 


pPhbets, 
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phets, and was particularly ſent from God, to preach 
the Faith, and the Worſhip of the true Deity, to the 
people of Sodom, and to diſſuade them from the de- 
teſtable Sin whereof they were the firſt Inventors. 
Theſe Wretches having had no Regard to Lot's 
Preaching, Gabricl was ſent by the Lord, who over- 
turned Five of their Cities and deſtroyed all the Inha- 
bitants. From that Time, the Word Louth, or La- 
outh, ſignifies, in the Arabick, the Sin of thoſe People, 
and they generally call thoſe who are guilty of it, 
(aum Louth, or Lor's People, as alſo Lothi or Lout hi. 
A noted Author named Saadi, writes, That Lot, be- 
ing debauch'd by converſing with the Sodomites, was 
the Cauſe that the Spirit of Prophecy ceaſed in 
Lot's Family. The Expoſitors of the Alcoran agree 
with the Hebrew Text touching Lot's Genealogy. 
The five Cities which were deſtroyed, the Arabs call, 
Sedouma,  Amoura, Daoura, Saboura and Saouda. The 
Alcoran ſays, That Lor ſpent Twenty Years in 
Preaching to them the Doctrine of the true God, and 
exhorting them to forſake that abominable Sin, 
| which had never been committed by any but by 
them. All his Preaching being of no Effect, God took 
Lot out of Sodom, but his Wife being corrupted, 
would not go, and when he was out, it rained, ſome 
lay, Stones and Flints, but according to others, 
Brimſtone and Fire, whereby they were all deſtroyed. 
This ſame Sodom is, by the Mahometans, likewiſe called 
Lozathar, from Lot, becauſe the Inhabitants of thoſe 
Five Cities, are, in the Alcoran, called Lot's People. 
| The Story of Abraham and the Angels, and what 
happened to them, with Lot, at Sodom, is delivered 
by the Mahomerans much after the ſame Manner as 
we have it, only they enlarge and add many parti- 
cular Circumſtances ; and for the over rang the® 
Cities, they ſay, That Gabriel, the moſt powerful of 
thoſe Angels, lifted them altogether off their Foun- 
dations, fo high, that the Inhabitants of the hither- 
moſt or loweſt Heaven could hear the Crowing of 
LEY” the 


228 Mahometiſm Explain d-. 


the Cocks, and the Barking of the Dogs, and then 
letting them drop, they were utterly annihilated; 


After the Subverſion of thoſe Cities, God rained down 


upon them burning Stones, baked in the Furnace of 
Hell, on every one of which, was written the Name 
of one of thoſe Criminals ; ſo that even thoſe-who 
chanced to be abſent from the Towns, were ſtruck 
down and deſtroyed. They add, That one of thoſe 
Wretches, who was then within the Incloſure of the 
Temple at Mecca, built by Abraham, eſcaped for the 
Space of 40 Days he continued there; but as ſoon-as 


he ſet his Foot out of it, he was ſtruck and killed by 


one of thoſe Stones, which had remained hanging in 
the Air. Theſe Fables, added to the Truth of the 


Hiſtory, were invented to give the Mahometans-a 


Horror of that deteſtable Sin, and the Alcoran threat: 
ens thoſe that ſhall be found guilty thereof with the 
{ame Puniſhinent. D'Herbelot in Loth, Which ſees 
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Of the Patriarch F O B. 


| 1 8 Genealogy they deliver thus; Aiab ben 


TI Razbac, ben dis, ben Is-hak, whereby they 
| make him of the Race of E/az, whom the 
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"Arabs call A. He is reckoned among the Anbr, 
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the Plural of Nabi, or Prophets. The Taarick Mon- 
theckheb, which is a General Chronicle, and held in 
great Eſteem, ſays; He laboured under great Sick. 
neſs and Afflictions 3 Years (though others have it 7) 


after which he recovered perfect Health at 80 Years 


of Age, and then bepot a Son called Boſch ben Aiub. 
Some Hiſtorians ſay, He had 5 Sons, and that with 
them he made War upon a Nation of Arabs, who in 


their hinder Parts, had ſome Reſemblance to the 


hinder 
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hinder Parts of a Horſe, and utterly deſtroyed them, 
becauſe they would not hear his Doctrine. Khon- 
demir, another celebrated Hiſtorian, often quoted by 
Pocock, Prideaux, Ockley and others, relates the whole 
Story of Fob as our Scriptures have it; but adds the 
following Fable. He ſays, Fob by his Father de- 
ſcended from Eſau, and by his Mother, from Lot; 
(of whom I have been treating, by reaſon my Moor 
has left him out of his Catalogue, as he has ſeve- 
ral others) That he Preached to the People of Tha- 
niah, inhabiting betwixt Ramlab and Damaſcus, Cities 
of Syria; but that only 3 Perſons were converted: 
Yet his Zeal was rewarded by God with large Poſ- 
ſeſſions and many Children: This his Proſperity raiſed 
the Devil's Envy, who told God, That Fob ſerved 
Him becauſe of his Wealth; but it He withdrew 
it by reducing him to Poverty and Affliction, he was 
certain, that he would rebel, and not pray once a 
Day. Thus far he ſticks pretty cloſe to onr Scrip- 
ture; but adds, That when the Devil had Power 
given him over Job's Body, he blew ſuch a Peſtilen- 
tial Heat up his Noſtrils, that the Infernal Blaſt 
corrupted the whole Maſs of his Blood, and cauſed 
him to break out all over in Ulcers. He became fo. 
miſerable an Object, that he was forſaken by all but 
his Wife Raſima, who carried him what- ever he want- 
ed; but the malicious Fiend ſtole it all away, *till 


ſhe had no more to give him. The Devil then ap- 


peared to her in the Likeneſs of an Old Woman, and 


told her, That if ſhe would give her the Two Treſſes 


of her Hair that hung on her Neck, ſhe would every 
Day provide her wherewithal to maintain her wretched 
galband : To which Propoſal Ra/ema iinniediately con- 
ented. The Devil, upon this, went away to Fob, 
and told him, That his Wife, having been found 


committing Adultery, had her Treſſes cut off: And 


he ſeeing her, when ſhe came next, without her Hair, 
believed it to be true; and this put him into a raging 
Paſlion, inſomuch that he ſwore, if ever he recovered, 

oh £ Q-3 he 
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his Foot upon the Ground, a Spring guſhed out, 
was reſtored to perfect Health. After this, his Wealth 


where he was, became precious Stones; and ſome Au- 


it to have been made by Moſes himſelf, and was com. 
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he would make an Example of her. The Devil 
pleaſed with the Succeſs of his Fraud, took the Form 
of an Angel of Light, and appearing to the Pegyls, 
told them, That he was ſent by God to acquaint them, 
that Job, whom they had thought a Prophet, had in- 
cenſed God againſt him, and incurred his higheſt In. 


dignation, and therefore they ought in no-wiſe to 


regard his Words. Fob, under this new Afffiction, 
had Recourſe to God, and his Supplication being 


heard, his Sufferings ceaſed ; for the Angel Gabriel 


deſcended and raiſed him up; and then, ſtriking with 
whereof 7ob drinking and waſhing himſelf in it, be 
was ſo multiplied, that the Rain and Snow which fel 


thors afhrm, that it rained Tr, or Gold-Duſt. Se 
D Herbelot in Aiub. oi 
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Of the Prophet SAMUEL, and 
of King S4 UI. 4 


"THIS great Prophet the Mahometans call Sha | 
mouil, or Aſhamouil. The Account they give 
of him is this; In the Time of Ali, or Hali el 

Imam, that is, Heli, the High Prieſt of the Fews, the 
Philiſtines having defeated the Children of 1/rae! in 
a great Battle, they took from them the Ark of the 
Covenant, which in Arabick they call Tahout Sekinab, 
and put to Death moſt of the Sons of the Prophets. 
This Ark, ſome ſay, had been made in Paradiſe, 
and delivered down from Hand to Hand till it fell 
into Moſes's Poſſeſſion ; though the Generality afhrm 


poſed 
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poſed of ſeveral different Sorts of Metals. In it he 
ſhut up ſeveral ſacred Relicts; as the Tables of the 
Law he had received from God's own Hand, a Baſon 
wherein the Angels waſhed, cleanſed, and purified the 
Hearts of the Prophets, as alſo the Tiara, or Mitre, 
and all the reſt of Haroun's or Aaron's, Pontifical 
Robes. The I/raelites uſed to uncover the Ark, and 
to expoſe it to Publick View, whenever any Calamity 
threatned them, and God always delivered them from 
it, by Virtueof thoſe ſacred Things contained theres 
in. .— As for the Sekinab | ſee below] which was 
at the Top of it, and from whence the Ark took its 
Name, the Mahometans affirm, That it was the Fi- 
gure of a Beaſt like a Leopard, which, always when 
the Ark was carried out againſt their Enemies, was 
wont to ſtand up, and to make ſo dreadful a Noſe, 
that they, being utterly aſtoniſhed and difmayed, 


| would fall down with their Faces flat upon the Ground. 


———- This is their fabulous and ridiculous Expoſt- 


tion of the Force and Uſe of the Cherubims ; For the 


Word Sekinah is Hebrew, and ſignifies, The Majeſty 
and Glory of God, which appeared on the Ark be- 
tween the Two Cherubims. However, this extrava- 
gant Notion they have taken from the Ancient Rabbinc, 
who have aſcribed ſeveral Shapes and Motions to 
thoſe Cherubims, ——But to return. The I/raelites 
aſtoniſhed and confounded at the Loſs of the Ark, 
prayed to God to ſend them a Prophet ; whereupon 
Samuel was ſent, whom they obeyed and held in high 
Eſteem for ſome Time; but then, with that. Levity 
ſo conformable to the Unſettledneſs of their Natural 
Diſpoſition, they again began to murmur, and to 
call aloud upon him to chuſe them a King. —— The 
King they elected was Thalour ben Riſſai, as Maho- 


met calls him in the Alcoran, and after him, all of 


that Perſuaſion do the like. This was Saul the Son 
of Kiſh, firſt King of Iſrael, of whoſe Advancement 
to.the Throne of Iſrael, the Mahometans in moſt of 
their Chronicles give the following Account. (The 
Q 4 Span(/ 
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metan Traditions, Then the Jews deſired a King to 
, 


found exactly to anſwer the Length of the Staff; where- 


(Grandees all muttered, and expreſſed great Diſcontent, |} 


muel a Sign or Miracle to demonſtrate that it was the 


which had been taken away by the Pbiljlines, ſhovl 
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Speniſh-Moors ſometimes call him elke do Uks 
wiſe ſome others, but it may be ſuppo ed to be gi 
in Imitation of the Fews and the Chriſtiang.). Thy 
Word Thalout is derived from the Verb Tha!, which, 
amongſt other Things, ſignifies, To be greater thay 
another; becauſe Saul was taller than all the reſt of 
the I/rgelites, and for that particular Reaſon, ws 
choſen their King. For, according to the Mabo- 


guide and protect them againſt the Philiſtines their 

nemies, God gave to Samuel a Veſſel of Oyl and 
a Rod or Wand, and, at the ſame Time giving him 
to underſtand, That he, in whoſe Preſence the Oyl 
boiled up, and whoſe Stature ſhould be exactly the 
Length of that Wand, ſhould be choſen King. This 
being made known to the Iſraelites, all the Great 
Men among them flocked to Samuel, but the Oy] 
neither boiled up, nor were any of them of the Height 


of the Rod or Staff, —— Saul, who, as ſome ſay, 


Was but a Currier by Trade, (and others affirm him 
to have been a Water-Carricr, and that the Name of 
Thalout was given him for his Talneſs of Stature) 
coming to the Prophet's Houſe after the reſt, but up- 
on ſome different Occaſion, the ſacred Oyl began to 
boil up amain, and he being meaſured, his Height was 


upon the Holy Prophet declared, that Sal was the 
Perſon appointed by God to rule over Hrael. — The 


that a Man of ſo mean an Extraction and fo baſe an 
Occupation, ſhould be propoſed to them for their 
King; but Samuel told them, It was the Will of God, 
the Diſpoſer of Crowns and Kingdoms, and that they 
muſt ſubmit.———- Saul being thus declared and an- 
ointed King of Iſrael, the People demanded of Sa; 


Will of God, that Saul ſhopld reign over them. Sa- 
m2wuel told them, the Sign ſhould be, That the A 


2 4 
th - 
19 


% —Ä»uß —œ ñĩꝓ ² rtr Ptk ³ W T:: 


Mahometiſm Explain d. 233 
be brought back again by Angels; which according. 
Iy happened, the Ark inſtantly appearing upon their 
Borders. The Manner ot its being recovered ont of 
the Hands of the Philiſtines, is thus related by Abou 
Giafar : At the Time when the Ark was carryed 
away, Giolout or Goliath was King of the Philiſtines, 
and out of the Hatred he bore the Fewiſb Nation, 
cauſed it to be caſt into a very filthy, indecent Place; 
but all the Inhabitants of that City, being ſmitten 
with a foul Diſeaſe in their private Parts, they were 
forced to remove it ; and where-ever it was carryed, 
the ſame loathſome Diſeaſe followed the Inhabitants. 
This Puniſhment made the Phi / iſtines convey it to the 
Country of the I/rae/ites, where it was taken up by 


Angels, and carryed to the Tabernacle where Saul 


had been anointed King but juſt before: This ſettled 
his Reputation among the Jews. ——— The Taa- 
rik Monte&heb ſays, That Samuel lived in the Reign of 
Caikobah, firſt King of Perſia, of the Second Race. 
——- The Expoſitors of the Alcoran write, That 


round about the Ark were the Effigies of all the Patri- 


archs and Prophets which had or ſhould appear, over 
which was placed the Sakinah, which the Hebrews call 
Shekina, and ſignifies, as I have ſaid, in that Language, 
God's Glory andMajeſty. Yet theMahomerans ſay, That 


Sakinah implies Taskin Khathir, That which ſets the 


Mind at Reſt, as it happened to the I/raelites, when- 
ever they, unfeignedly, thought that God dwelt among 
them. They add, That the Sakinah was more parti- 
cularly a Cherubim, whoſe Eyes, like two Lamps, 
were fo bright, that none were able to endure their 
Splendor. They. have alſo a Tradition taken from 
the Rabbins, That the Head of this Cherubim was 
like that of a Man; tbat he had two Wings, and that 
in War-Time, he came out of the Ark like a violent 


Guſt of Wind, which bore down before it all the Ene- 


mies of the then Believing I/7ae/ites, and for this Rea- 
fon, they always cauſed the Ark to march at the 
Head of their Army. In the Ark were kept 
— the 
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the Rod of Moſes, the Mitre and other Ponrificaliby 
of Aaron, a Veſſel full of Manna gathered in . 
fart, and a Piece of the Wood called Aloxab,: which 
made the bitter Waters of Mara ſweet. 8 
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of thoſe (as ſome think) imaginary Creatures; I pre- 
ſent him with the few following Hints. To pretend 
to ſet down at large the Tythe of all the fabulons 
Stories I have heard, concerning Fairies, &c. would 
be both an endleſs and ridiculous Taſk : Their Ro- 
mances abound with them; and, tis to be prefum'd, 
That moſt of what we find in ours, upon that Sub- 
ject, owes its Original to the pregnant Brains of the 
Eaſtern Writers, who were in all Ages very fruitful 
in Inventions of that Kind. -—— The Arabians call 
them E! Finnoon, which is the Plural of Jiun or Gen; 
the Turks likewiſe call them 7inler, in the Plural; 
and the Perſian call them by the Names of Dives 
and Peri, which laſt ſeems to be ſomething like Farry; 
and from the firſt, certainly came the Latin Word 
Divus, and the Greek G:; for, in ſhort, the Dro! Þ 
of the Gentiles were no other than Genii, Damons, 
and ſuch like Creatures of a different Species from 
Men, as D'Herbelor affirms. See the Word Div. 
— The Mabometans hold them to be neither 
Angels, Men, nor Devils, but Genii and Demons, as 
the Greeks had it, and a Sort of Giants, not of Hu- 

| mane 
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DI having the abſolute Dominion over all thoſe Sp- W *' 
cies of Beings, by the Virtue of his Ring, has, per- MW « 
haps, rais'd the Curioſity of the Reader to be, in ſome M | 
Meaſure, acquainted with the Ideas the Orientalt have i 
| 


Mahometiſm Explain d. 235 


mane Race, but compos d of a more refin'd Matter. 
Among theſe Dives or Finnoon, there are ſome which 
are diſtinguiſhed (particularly by the Perſian Authors) 
by the Name of Ner or Nere, and are looked upon 
as the moſt dangerous and dreadful of all the others, 
Theſe are held to be the Males, and are always at 
War with the Peri, who paſs for Females, and are 
not thought to be ſo wicked and miſchievous as the for- 
mer, but mild and harmleſs : Nor are they, ſay the 
Mahometans, begot by the Neri, or Male Dives, but 
are of a quite different Species. They have 
a Fairy- Land as well as we, which they call by the 
Name of Jiniſtan. — Their Mythologifts all agree, 
That theſe Peri are kind, good and benevolent, and 
do no Manner of Harm, unleſs provoked by very ill 
| Uſage. They figure them to be of an exquiſite lovely 
and beautiful Form; and an exceeding beautiful Wo- 
man is by the Per ſians (eſpecially the Poets) called 
Peri. æadeh, or, Born of a Peri or Fairy; from which 
the Greeks, by Corruption, have made the Name Pa- 
riſatis the Daughter of Darius, as they have that of 
Statira from Sitarah, and Roxana from Rouſhen, which 
ſignify a Star, and Light. They hold, that 
they were created, and governed the World, long be- 
fore Adam; and in the Number of theſe Fairies, are in- 
cluded, as I have ſaid, all the Good and Evil Genii, 
and the Giants who waged War with Men in the firſt 
Ages. ——— Abou Giafar in his Chronicle, ſays, 
That the Dives ruFd the Univerſe Seven thouſand 
Years; after which, they, for their Wickedneſs, had 
the Monarchy taken from them by God, and were 
ſucceeded by the Peri, who held the Government for 
Two thouſand Years longer, under the Command of 
G1an ben Gian their ſole and ſovereign Monarch: But 
theſe likewiſe having offended God, He ſent Eblis or 
Satan to have the abſolute Command upon Earth, 
who then being an Angel compoſed out of the Ele- 
ment of Fire, and, conſequently, of a nobler Nature 
than they, had his Abode in Heaven, When he had 
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received theſe Orders from his Lord, he deſcendeq ite 
this World, and made War upon the Diver andthe 
Peri, who had now confederated together for the 
tual Defence. In theſe Wars ſome of the Dives fine 
with Eblis, had leave to remain in this World, whil 
the reſt, and by far the greateſt Part, being vanquiſhd, 
were expelled and confined in 7:nnftan or Fair: 
Here they continued till the Days of Adam, and after 
that, down to the Time of Solomon, who had them all 
under his Subjection. But to return to Eblis, Who be- 
ing grown more formidable by the Aſſiſtance of thoſe 
New-comers, attack'd, and intirely defeated the Mo- 
narch Gian ben Gian, (of whoſe Exploits and myſte- 
rious Shield, many Fables are told) and ſoon became 
abſolute Maſter of all the lower World, which had, at 
that Time, no other Inhabitants but thoſe two Sorts of 
Creatures. Eblis, though he was of the Order of the 
chief Angels, when he ſaw himſelf Victorious, and fo 
very powerful, ſhew'd he had no more Senſe than'the 
other Creatures, ſo far forgetting himſelf, as to ſay, 
Who is like unta me? I go up to Heaven whenever 
I pleaſe, and the Eartb 7s abſolutely ſubjef to my 
Will God, offended at this his Pride and Inſc- 
lence, reſolved to humble him, by creating Man, 
Sc. as is before related in the Chapter of the Cre. 
ation. Which ſee. — All paralytick Perſons, 
as likewiſe thoſe who are afflicted with Convulſions 
and the Falling-Sickneſs, are by the Arabians, &c. 
called Mejinnoon, and Mzskoon in the Singular, which | 
Words, by adding een become Plural; and is as much 
as to ſay, Poſſeſſed or Inhabited by Genii or Dixmons, 
which, as I have already hinted, are not to be under- 
ſtood as Devils, but rather what we call Fazries.  — 
Among all the Mahometans, there are Abundance of 
Talibs or Students, who are publick Profeſſors of Ma- 
gick, and who pretend by Exorciſins, Taliſmans, Caſt- 
ing of Figures, Writings in odd unintelligible Cha- 
racters, and ſuch like, to expel theſe Genii from the 
Bodies and Limbs of ſuch Creatures who are tan 
Wit 
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with them, whether Rational or Brutes. The Me- 
thods practiſed by theſe Operators, are various and 
different: In moſt Caſes where we Exropeans have Re- 
courſe to an able Phyſician, the Afraticks and Africans 
ſnd ſor a Talib Hakim, or a ſkilful Talib, meaning 
one of thoſe Students in the B/ack- drt who has acqui- 
red the Reputation of having the Genii (at leaſt ſome 
of them) under his Subjection. Nothing is more com- 
mon than to ſee People with a Scrip of Paper, writ- 
ten all over, and folded up in a ſmall Compaſs, hang 
dangling down their Foreheads for fore Eyes, or the 
Head-ach, Pain in the Ears, Tooth-ach, &c.; Nay, 
for all Sorts of Fevers, and, in a Word, for all Di- 
ſtempers, theſe Impoſtors are generally ſent for, and 


| never put Pen to Paper without a Fee, and are treat- 


ed with great Reſpect, the Patients and their Friends 
kiſſing their Hands and Veſtments. They burn ſe- 
veral Sorts of Drugs and Perfumes in their Operati- 
ons, and though, generally ſpeaking, their fallacious 
Charms are writ. upon white Paper, others upon red, 
blew, yellow, black, Ic. yet ſome of them, on divers 
Occaſions, write upon Parchment and the dry'd Skins 
of ſeveral Beaſts, as Goats, Sheep, Camels, Oxen, &c, 
and ſometimes upon the Leaves of Trees, and a hun- 
dred ſuch fantaſtical Abſurdities. Some of this Traſh 
they burn under the Noſe of the fick or ailing Perſons, 
with a Sheet or Blanket drawn over their Heads, to 
prevent the Smoak of thoſe precious Remedies from 
evaporating in vain : Others they faſten about their 
Arms, Necks, &c.: For they are ſo ſtupidly bigotted 


to this Superſtition, that they believe, with an impli- 


cite Credulity, That thoſe Scrauls have an efficacious 
Power to aſſuage any Pain, and to cure any Ailing 
whatſoever z imputing ſcarce any Diſtemper to natu- 
ral Cauſes, but imagine that moſt proceed from the 


Genii. Theſe Writings, which they call Harrous, are 


uſed by Way of Anticipation and Prevention; and 
here are few of either Sex, but what have ſome of 
hem upon their Arms, Heads, Cc. and many top- 
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ping Men will have a dozen or more, neatly ſtitch'd 
up in fine Leather, (either embroider'd or withgit) 
and hung under their Arms in a Silk String. The 
Caps of their Children are ſeldom without ſore bf tha 
ſame, ſew d in Bits of Silk, c. to preſerve them ffom 
Sickneſs, but, more eſpecially, from Evil Eyes, and 
Witchcraft. The ſame Method they take with the; 
Cattle, and one can very rarely meet with a Horſe, Mate 
or Mule of any Value, without one about its Neck. 
y They fancy the Genii frequent the Stables, Nc. "very 
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ö much, and therefore, can't endure any Body ſhould 
ö make Water upon the Dung of Horſes, or the like. 
f It is taken as a very groſs Affront, and ſcarcely par- 
| donable to mention theſe Praternatural Beings where 
: Children are, eſpecially when they are very young; 
i nor is it mannerly to commend a Child, Horſe, &. 
q for its Beauty, without adding Altah-baric, God bleſs 
i it; for they have terrible Apprehenſions of Faſcrmation 
# by evil or enviovs Eyes. -—= The Ancient Roman: 


were no Strangers to this Notion ; for Virgil ſays, 


Neſcio quis teneros oculus mihi faſcinat agnos. © 


|: Io enumerate one half of the Stories I could tell 
a upon this Subject, would be to ſwell this Volume to 
a an enormous Bulk, and to tire the Reader's Patience; 
I but, perhaps, he might take it unkindly {ſhould ! 
\ drop it without giving him a Taſte : 111 therefore, 


N as ſuccinctly as poſſible, relate a notable Inftance, 
| which J aſſure him to be Matter of Fact; and, tho 
ſomewhat long, I hope will be found entertaining. 

4 In the City of Coſtantina, the Capital of New Nu. 
2 midia, now belonging to the A/gerines, about the 
3  Mid-way between that Neſt of Sea-Rovers and Tun, 
N lives a very famous Talib, whoſe Name is Sid: Mef- 
pound ben Bou-Saadia, held in high Eſteem and Vene- 
ration by the Inhabitants of that City and Province. 
He is reſorted to like an Oracle, and is reported to 


have effected innumerable Cures. *Tis ſome Terr 
ince 
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ſnce he firſt gave out, That he was effectually join'd 
in Marriage to a Daughter of the King of the Red 
Genii (tor they diſtinguiſh the Fairies under different 
Tribes and Colours ; theſe are to be underſtood of the 
peri, or harmleſs and benevolent Species) and that 
wery Thurſday Night, this beautiful Fairy-Lady 
came, inviſible to all Eyes but his, and was Sha- 
ror with him in his Bed. At which Times he 
never fail'd of being ready to receive her, after 
he had purified himſelf at the Bagnio, and put 
on clean and perfumed Garments. Her Appart- 
ment was always kept extremely neat, and ſmelt 
like a Perfumer's Shop, with the great Quantity of 
the choiceſt Incenſe continually burnt therein; nor 


| would he ever ſacrilegiouſly ſuffer either of his other 


Wives (for he had Two of Mortal Extraon) to pol- 
lute that Chamber with their groſſer Perſpirations, 
but held it inviolably ſacred for the Scene of more 
refined Embraces in the Arms of their Immortal Rival; 
ſo that thoſe good Ladies could never hope for any 
Family-Benevolence upon a Thurſday Night. All 
this, like dutiful and ſubmiſſive Wives, they bore 
without Murmuring. But, to make ſhort, this till 
then happy Man, had diſoblig'd ſome of the princi- 


pal Turks (of whom there are many Hundreds in the 


Town, and are far from being ſo credulous, or havi 

ſo mighty a Veneration for thoſe ſanctified Folks, as 
the Native Moors) who reſolving to be reveng d, 
went to the Bey, or Vice-Roy of the Province, and ma- 


I licouſly inſinuated, That they had heard him ſpeak 


very bein e of his Excellency, who thereupon, 


inſtantly, ſent to have him apprehended and caſt in- 
to Priſon; for thoſe greedy Governors are ſeldom deaf 


to ſuch Propoſals, eſpecially when any thing is to 
be got by it; and, in Effect, our Talib was threatned 
with a ſevere Baſtinado, in Caſe he would not buy it 
off at the Price of Four Thouſand Dollars. The Pri- 
ſoner, who imagin'd the great Credit and Reputa- 
tion he had always lived in, as well with the Coun- 


try 
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try People, as the former Beys, would have been 
ſufficient Protection for him, fancy'd the Bey was in 
Jeſt, or, at leaſt, that his Friends and Admirers Would 
not fail to make Interceſſion for his Releaſe, upon 
much eaſter Terms, as in Reality they did, in Swarm, 
but to very little Purpoſe ; for the avaritiqus Tur} 
was inexorable ; and having, in more menacing Term, 
Tent to him again for a concluſive Anſwer, the poor 
Devil was obliged to ſet his Hand to the fatal Inſtri- 
ment, wherein he acknowledged himſelf indebted the 
full Sam of Four Thouſand Crowns. to the Beylick or 
Government. But as Four Thouſand Crowns is, in 
thoſe Parts, a great Sum of Money, and can hardly 
be made up out of the Purſes of ſeveral Families, who 
zes live tolerably well, and have ten times the Va. 
lve in Cattle, Corn, and other Effects, he was at à l 
mentable Loſs how to raiſe them; and the Bey, at the 
Inſtigation of the Taleb's Adverfaries, poſitively de 
clared, That he would accept of nothing in Pay ment, 
but Dollars in Specic. He alledged, That Sidi Meſoud 
was a rich Man, and added, with a right .Turk/ 
Sneer, That, certainly, one who had the Honour of 
* having a Fairy-Ring's Daughter lie by his Side once 
* Week, could never want ſo paltry trifling a Sum as 
* that which he demanded ”: Telling withal thoſe grave 
Dons who came to intercede for their great Phyſician, 
That nothing but his Regard to them had prevaild 
* with him, to layupon that Offender ſo moderate aFin: 


© as FourThouſandDollars, inſtead of Forty Thouſand, } 


sas he at firſt intended.” This artful Procedure of the 
Bey eff: ctually ſtopp'd their Mouths; for they well knew, 
That thoſe unmanageable Petty-Tyrants are dange- 
rous Edg'd-Tools to meddle with. —— In a Word, 
our Criminal was forced to procure the Security of 
Twelve of the moſt reſponſible Houſe-keepers 10 the 
Town, for the ſpeedy Payment of the demanded Sum; 
vpon which Terms, he had the Liberty of returning 
Home, that his Royal Bride might not be diſappoint. 
ed, As his Diſpoſition was naturally generous, al 


ham” 
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himſelf ſomething inclining to Epicuriſm, he had li: 
ved too high to be Maſter of much ready Caſh ; fo 
that he found he was obliged to ſtrip himſelf and his 
Wives of all their moſt valuable Moveables, as Things 
for which he could get a ſpeedy Sale, and, with ſome 
Difficulty, made up Two thouſand Five hundred Pie- 
ces of Eight : But the Bey, by his reiterated Meſſages, 
giving him to underſtand, that if the remaining Fif- 
teen hundred were not ready, and punctually paid at 
the appointed Day, he ſhould infallibly receive Fifteen 
hundred Baſtinadoes, which ſhould be no Inducement 
to his abating him one ſingleA/per; and his Corn, Cat- 


tle, and the like, being, at that Time, mere Drugs, 


he was quite at his Wits End, and could not avoid 
parting with his fine Houſe, having nothing elſe he 


could diſpoſe of for ready Money, in ſo ſhort a Time. 


This the politick Bey had foreſeen, and was therefore 
the more urgent with him for his Debt, the Juſtice 
whereof 5 dared call in Queſtion, though the 
Town's-people whiſper'd, that he could never proſper; 
that the Fairies would certainly break his Neck, and 
look'd upon his whole Proceeding to be not a whit 
better than Sacrilege, He was ſure none of the 
| Moors would buy the Houſe, nor even live in it, if 
they might have it for nothing; and the Tyr&s, tho 
not ſo ſuperſtitious, could not, in Manners, propoſe 
the Purchaſing it without aſking their Governor's 
Leave, Poor Sidi Meſſoud, in this woful Plight, be- 
ing perpetually in Fear of the inſupportable Torture 
he was hourly threatned with, and not being ignorant 
of the Abſoluteneſs of the Tyrant he had to deal 
withal, from whoſe Sentence there was no Appeal, 
ſent him Word, in very melancholy pathetick Terms, 
That he had nothing he could make Money of againſt 
the Time, but the Houſe he dwe't in, except he 
would be pleaſed to have Patience a Month longer : 
To which the Bey coldly anſwered ; That he had pre- 
ſent Occaſion for Money to pay his Troops; but 
that, to do him a Kindneſs, and to rid him of the 
R Trouble 
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Trouble he lay under, he himſelf would take the 
Houſe for the Remainder of the Debt, though be 
knew little what to do with it when he had it; with. 
al ordering the Chiazs who carried this Meſſage, to 
intimate, that if he continued to trifle with his Excel- 
lency, as he had done hitherto, he might be ſure of 
what he had promis'd him. Theſe hard Lines our unfor- 
tunate Talib was forc'd to comply with, and, as an 
Additional Mortification, two or three Days after was 
informed, That the Bey had fold it for Two thouſand, 
to one of his moſt inveterate Accuſers, who, mightily 
pleas'd with his good Bargain, went with his Family 
to inhabit it; chuſing for himſelf that very Appart- 
ment which had been conſecrated for the Reſidence of 
the Fairy Princeſs : Nor did I ever hear, that that in- 
jured Lady ever ſhew'd the leaſt Reſentment for her 
having been ſo uncivilly turn'd out of her Lodging; 
though for a while it was the univerſal Subject of 
Diſcourſe throughout the whole Province, eſpecially 
that of the Women, who waited with Impatience to 
hear what Diſaſter had befel the Family, few making 
any Doubt, but that the facrilegious Purchaſer, at 
leaſt, would aſſuredly one Night or other, have his 
Neck wrung round. —— Some Time after, Sidi 
Meſſoud, having had Leiſure to diſpoſe of ſome Effects, 
and to pick up his Crumbs again, made ſhift to pur- 
chaſe another Dwelling though much inferior to the 
former, and followed his Vocation as before, though 
with ſomewhat leſs Reputation of Infallibility. He 
made his Peace with the Princeſs, who had aban- 
don'd him under his Misfortunes, and would never 
honour him with her Company while he was but a 
Lodger ; but now he was once more become a Houſe: | 
| keeper, and had provided her a tolerable good and 
very neat Appartment, ſhe condeſcended to bleſs him 
with her enchanting Embraces. This was what he 
himſelf gave out, nor had any-body any other Autho- 
rity for this Part of the Story, but his; and he would 
conſtantly declare, That of all his Loſſes and Mistor- 


tunes, 
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tunes, he regretted nothing but the ill Treatment ſhe 
had met withal. When all this happen'd to 
him, he was about the Age of Forty, and a Man of 
a goodly Stature, graceful Mien and comely Aſpect, 
and the Report went, That he had been married to 
the Fairy Lady upwards of Fifteen Years. His Me- 
thod of exerting his Faculty was ſingular, and pecu- 
liar to himſelf ; for, as I obſerv'd above, every Pre- 
tender to that Science, practiſes after a different 
Manner: Sidi Meſſoud's was thus; When he was ſent 
for to inſpe& into the Cauſe of any Diſeaſe, or to 
ſolve any difficult Queſtion, he order'd a Pan of Char- 
coal to be kindled and ſet before him, wherein he 
caſt ſeveral Aromatick Gums and Perfumes, and gave 
the Paper in which thoſe Drugs were, to one of the 
Company, to keep throwing the Powder into the Fire 
by little and little, that thoſe efficacious Fumigations 
(in which he ſaid, the inviſible Gueſts whom he was 
about to invoke, exceedingly delighted) might meet 


with no Interruption during the whole Ceremony of 


his Exorciſms, which if they ſhould, the Operation 
would prove not only abortive, but dangerous. 
Next he would enquire into the Nature of the Pati- 
ent's Diſtemper, or whatever elſe he was ſent for 
about, neither more nor leſs than our reputed Conju- 


rers do. Some of the moſt Unwary would tell him 


more than he aſk'd, and theſe were certainly his beſt 


_ Cuſtomers : But many, of a more retentive Faculty, 


would be ſparing of their Loquacity, and deliver them- 
ſelves in ambiguous Terms, or only ſay; Alas, Sir, 


Vu ask nething of us, but what you will ſoon be better 
inſorm'd of than we are able to tell you, by the ſubter- 


rancous Gentry, who, through your Means, are to box 
our our poor Habitation with their Preſence. It is the 
Confidence we put in your great Art that has made u 


ive you the Trouble of coming hit her. It is We who are 


to enquire of You, and not Jou of Us. Sid: Meſſoud, if 
the Truth was known, had no great Veneration for 
lach puzzling Chaps as theſe, and would, without 

= Diſpute, 
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Difſpute, have willingly diſpenſed with their Com- 
pliments, and mighty Opinion of his deep Learning 
and unerring Skill, could he but have prevailed with 


them to have told bim more of their Caſe : However, 
he always put a good Face of Aſſurance upon the 


Matter, and proceeded with his wonted Regularity, 
His next Step was to demand Silence, and then to 
draw out a Figure with Ink in the Palm of his Left- 


| hand, holding it extended over the Sinoak of "the In. 
cenſe, muttering, for near half an Hour, ſome ſtrange - 


unintelligible Words, raiſing, falling and altering his 
Voice, and, at laſt, diſtorting his Face 1n a very odd 


frighttul Manner, and cramping up the Fingers of | 


that Hand wherein he had made the magical Cha- 
racters, as if the whole Hand was lame and out of 


Joint. He ſtill mutter'd on, and as a Signal that the 
expected Gueſts were arrived, he began to ſpeak very | 


loud. and in different Tones, as 1t ſeveral People 
were talking together (as Moliere makes Scapin do, 
while he thraſhes the old Gentleman he has upon his 
Shoulder in a Sack) in divers Languages. This is 
what he is ſo highly valued for by the Women and 
ignorant Vulgar, who have no Knowledge of any 
Tongue but their maternal Arabick; for this Arch-Im- 
poſtor religiouſly confines himfelf never to utter a ſingle 
Syllable 1 any Language but that, and poſitively de- 
nies his having the leaſt Notion of any other: For, 
ſay they, ſuppoſing every Word of what Sidi Mefloud's 
Enemies alledge againſt him to be true, and that many 
Incidents happen quite contrary to bis Predictions, yet 
how 1s it poſſible, that he, who never learnt a Word of any 


Tongue but his own, ſhould, at thoſe Times, ſpeak all the | 


Languages of the World ſo fluently ? This, indeed, is a 
material Queſtion, and very worthy our Confidera- 
tion; but, as I told you, It is only ſtarted by thoſe 
who know none but the Tongue their Mothers taught 
them. I myſelf; who have a Smattering in ſeveral 
beſides my own, have had the Curioſity to be preſent 
at his Conjurations Four Times, and can — 
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both as an Eye and Ear-Witneſs, aſſure the Reader, 
that what he gabbles is nothing in Nature, but an un- 
intelligible Gibberiſn, a Medley of confuſed Non- 


ſenſe, undiſtinguiſnable, in any Reſpect, from the 


Language of a Gander, but in here and there a Sen- 
tence of broken Turkiſh, and worſe Italian, without 
the leaſt Connexion or Coherence; ſo that after having 
ſeen the Repute this Man had got among his Compa- 
triots, I no longer admired at the amazing Progreſs 
the erroneous Doctrine of their infamous Law-giver, 
the grand Impoſter Mahomer has made throughout 
ſo great a Part of the Univerſe ; ſince, as near as 
lefler Things may hold a Compariſon with greater, 
the Impoſtures of them both, ſeem to have been 


| grounded upon the ſame Foundation, and to have 


ſome Affinity, and has confirm'd me in my Opinion, 
That nothing is inſuperable to one armed with a deter- 
mined Reſolution, and a large Stock of Impudence, — 
But to beg Pardon for this Digreſſion, and to return 
to our Magician. After he had frighten'd the moſt 
timorous of his Anditors with his ugly Geſtures and 
uncouth Jargon, he told them, That ſo many Kings, 
with their prime Miniſters, Courtiers and Attendants 
had made their Entry, he, all the while, uſhering them 
in with loud Acclamations, bidding them Welcome ! 
Welcome ! Then, in a weak faint Voice, he went on 
with his Farce, telling his Story in Arab:ck, ſuch as 
the Turks and other Foreigners ſpeak, which, not- 
withſtanding its harſh and barbarous Sound, yet they 


are, without much Difficulty, underſtood: This, to give 


lim his Due, he mimicks to Admiration ; and I can 


compare it to nothing it more exactly reſembles, than 


the Engliſpb ſome of our Frenchmen talk, who, though 
they underſtand our Language very well, yet their 
Accent and Pronunciation 1s extremely difterent from 
that of the Natives. He generally tells the Patients, 
That their Ailing proceeds from their having ſtruck, 
wounded, trod, or piſs'd upon ſome of the Fairy Chil- 
ren, who were playing in ſuch and ſuch a Place, as, 
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perhaps, near a Fountain, or the like, and that the 
Child's Parents, Relations or Friends are reſolv'd upon 
Revenge, unleſs the Party makes ſufficient Atonement, | 
by ſacrificing ſome Beaſt, or Fowl, of ſuch or ſuch Co- 
lour or Marks; not forgetting to put them in Mind, 


That it is the Pleaſure of his Majeſty, his moſt ho- 
noured Father-in-Law, (who never fails to be preſent | 
in thoſe Royal Aſſemblies) that the Offender muſt | 
have Recourſe to his truſty Secretary, (you may be 
ſure he means himſelf) who, by writing for him | 
ſome never- failing Herrouz, has in his Power, and 
only his, to appeaſe the Wrath of the injured Fairy, | 
and to mitigate the Sufferings of the Patient. This, 


when the Show 1s all over, and he is intreated to write 


the ſaid Charms, he ſeems to make ſtrange of, and to 
know nothing of the Matter; but, as ſure as Death, | 
either ſends or brings them the next Day, and receives 


a Reward for his Trouble and Condeſcention, accord- 


ing to the Circumſtances or Generoſity of the Party | 
who requeſted that nughty Favour at his Hands; for | 


his Fee for coming is never more nor leſs than half a 
Dollar, which, he ſays, his Royal Bride allows him to 
demand of his Patients, Poor or Rich, and no more, 
Theſe are the Means this Impoſtor has to get 
ns Living by, and which coſts him nothing but what 
he lays out in Drugs, &c. and by thus defrauding 
the blind deluded People, has maintained, for ſeveral 
Years, himſelf, three Wives (including the Fairy Prin: 


ceſs) and all his other Domeſticks, with a couple of 


fine Saddle Mares, ſeveral good Mules, &c. —— 
But the Cream of the Jeſt is ſtill behind. When he 
has play over all his Monkey Tricks, he feigns to 
come to himſelf, which he has not been all this while. 
The Fairies take their Leave and depart, and the Ope- 
rator ſeems to rouze out of a Dream or Lethargy ; 
he yawns, he gapes, he ſtretches, looks heavy-Ey 0, 
his diſtorted Viſage and his disjointed Fingers af 


ſame their priſtine natural Forms; he complains of 


Pains in all his Limbs, ſpeaks faintly in a languid 
Tone, 
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Tone, and tells his admiring Audience, That his 
Charity and Readineſs to aſſiſt the Afflicted, viſibly 
impairs his Health, and will, in the End, bring him 
to his Grave: He now begs Leave to depart, while 
the Maſter of the Houſe earneſtly preſſes him to ſtay 
and take a ſmall Repaſt, which he ſeldom or never 
accepts of, Then ſome one in the Company asks 
him, If he will not try, whether or no his Lady will 
give him any thing? He ſhakes his Head, and an- 
ſwers ſorrowfully, Tis in Vain! tis in Vain ! This 
Farce is really very pleaſant, humourſome and divert- 
ing; for, with much Intreaty, he at laſt prepares to 
gratify their longing Deſire, and ſtanding up, with 
much ſeeming Weakneſs, he extends out over his 


| Arms the Lappet of his large Bornoos or Cloak, mut- 


tering ſomething between his Teeth, which, it ſeems, 
are pathetick Invocations to his Fairy- Lady; when, with 
a ſudden Jerk, he cloſes his Arms together, having, 
clumſily enough in all Conſcience, conveyed ſome- 
thing from under him, which we hear jingle in his 
Lap. This is look'd upon, as the profoundeſt Piece 
of Magick any Mortal ever attain'd to, and an au- 
thentick and infallible Inſtance of Sidi Meſſoud's un- 
common Knowledge in the Black Art. — Upon 
this, his Countenance begins to clear up, for now he 
ſmiles and looks pleaſant, yet ſeems agitated between 
Hope and Doubt; however, he very gingerly opens 
his Lap, that himſelf and the By-ſtanders may fee 
what has been ſent him, and never miſſes finding 


Five full-weight Spaniſh Dollars, and a great Lump 


of the fineſt Sort of Benjuy, or Benjamin, near as big 
as one's Fiſt. The Preſent is beheld by all the Spe- 
ators, with the greateſt Admiration 1maginable, 
though the good Sidi Meſſoud aſſures them, That his 
capricious inviſible Sponſe has tantaliz'd him after 
ths Manner a Million of Times, but always takes 
back her Bounty as ſoon as ever he is got out of the 
Houſe, leaving him nothing but the Hal, Dollar, which 
(he calls his undeniable Right: Nevertheleſs, he _ 
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the Perſon who ſent for him, or ſome other of the 
Company, to take hold of it as it is wrappd up ina 
Corner of his long, looſe Garment, and ſo to lead 

him out a Pace or two from the Door, to try if it 
be once poſlible to prevent the ſaid Preſent being 
re-taken from him. This the requeſted Party never fe- 
fuſes” to comply with, and Sidi Meſſoud takes his 
Leave of the Company, and marches off with his 
Conducter, ſhewing great Signs of being weak and 


out of Order ; and when they are paſt the Threſhold, 


f 


rous Puſh, he forces the Man to let go his Hold, and 
with a much neater Slight of Hand than he convey'd 


J don't know how he contrives it, but with a vigo- 


them thither, he cauſes the Dollars, Cc. to vamiſh, 


ſhewing the Lookers on the empty Place, where there 
remains nothing but the Half- Dollar he had receivd 


for his Fee. —— Though this, by ſuch poor credu- 


Tous Mortals as the Moors of Barbary, may be thought 
à clever Trick, a clean Conveyance, ' or dowuright 
Magick, yet, upon ſeeing ſuch a clumſy Bungler paſs 
among them for an infallible Conjurer, I am fully 
perſuaded, That one of our neat European Artiſts at 
Legerdemain, Poſture-Maſters, or Fire-Eaters, might 
very well paſs there for the Devil in propria Per- 
ond. 
7 But I fear I have tir'd the Reader's Patience too 
much, by amuſing his Thoughts with ſo ridiculous a 
Scene. I could inſtance many of his bungling Tricks 
enough to make any bur the blind bigotted Afri- 
cans eaſily perceive themſelves to be groſsly impo- 
ſed upon; but, to have done with this ſilly Subject, 
ſhall ſet down only one, whereat I was preſent, and 
which has been far more prejudicial to his Reputati- 
on, than all the Incidents of his paſt Life. It runs 
thus, ©: | | 

A Smart Rakiſh Young Fellow, an Officer in the 
Bey's Trovps, with whom I was intimately acquainted, 
rode to a Douar, or Village of Tents, about Fifteen 
Miles out of Ton, on purpoſe to beſpeak a Saddle- 
— CCG corner tree 
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ree of a very noted Workman, who had poſitively 
aſſured him, he ſhould have it in a Week at furtheſt, 
bit that Week and another paſs'd, and not the leaſt 
News of his Saddle-tree, which he ampatiently ex- 
pected, his own being broken and uſeleſs.— Who! 
ever has travelled to thoſe Parts of the World, know, 
that the African Turks are not to be treated in that 
Manner, eſpecially by the Native Moors, who are 
their Vaſſals, and little better than Slaves, in Compe- 
tifion with the imperious Tyrants their Conquerors, 
who hold them in a more abject Subjection than the 
Lord. Danes did our vanquithed Anceſtors. At this 
unpardonable Diſappointment, the bluſtering young 
Hector ſtormed, fumed, and, as may be ſuppoſed, 
breathed nothing leſs than an unmerciful Drubbing to 
the audacious Varlet who had dared to play him ſuch 
2 Trick; and not being able to endure his Inſolence 
one ſingle Moment longer, ſent to a Friend to borrow 
his Saddle, and mounting his Horſe, ordered his Ser- 
; I vant to take a Cudgel in his Hand, and to follow him 
upon his Baggage-Mule.— The Wife and Daughter 
of the Poor Fellow, when they ſaw him come towards 
their Tent, his Eyes glowing with Wrath, and his 
, 8 Horſe all on a Foam, fled, and abandoned all to 
the Mercy of the furious Invader of their Quiet. 
He inſtantly threw himſelf out of the Saddle, and en- 
: tering the Tenement of the offending Vaſſal, he found 
: 


an Object rather of Compaſſion than of Anger: The 

poor Moor lay extended upon a Mat, his Mouth 
drawn to his Ear, his Hands and Arms turned quite 
„backwards, and his Fingers ſtretched out and ſpread- 
i Ing in a moſt lamentable Manner. In the firſt Heat 
of his Fury, he accoſted him in theſe thundering 
s Words; Preſumptuous Villain ! Dog ! Slave] How dare 

you uſe me thus? Do you think me a proper Perſon to be 
e | /* impoſed upon? This Evaſion ſhall not ſerve your Turn! 
, and at the ſame Time diſcharged Three or Four hear- 
n © 'y Blows upon his Hips, as he lay immoveable, before 
— the Neighbours (who, by this began to flock 980 
| | um) 
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him) could poſſibly prevent it; for he fancied this 
to be an Artifice invented purely to amuſe him, and 
to divert his juſt Reſentment at his having been 
3 diſappointed : But the Womens Outcries hay. 
ing aſſembled the Inhabitants of the Village, they, 
with much Intreaty, brought him to hearken to Rea. 
ſon, and to examine further into the Matter. They 
told him, That the poor Man had been in that help. 
leſs Condition, ever ſince he had waſhed himſelf xt 
a certain Fountain, which they named, and that this 
Diſaſter happened to him Ten Days ago, he being 
then as well as ever he had been in his Life; and 
all this was likewiſe affirmed by the Patient himſelf 
and his Wife, with Tears in their Eyes. "The 
deplorable Object, and the moving Manner in which 
the Story was told him, wrought very much upon 
the Gentleman, who was now grown cool, and was 
in Reality, neither ill-natured nor uncharitable; but 
had abundance of Compaſſion and Humanity. He 
expreſſed a great Regret for what he had ſaid and 
done in his Paſſion, aſking the Man, What he could 
do to ſerve him? promiſing to uſe his utmoſt Endea: 
vours. He returned him many Thanks and Com- 
pliments for his kind Offer; but told him (which 
was likewiſe unanimouſly confirmed by all the reſt 
there preſent) © That God alone, and under Him, 
Sidi Meſſoud ben Bou-Saadra, could reſtore him to 
* his Health, and the Uſe of his Limbs; but as he 

* was a poor Wretch, he could never hope, that 
* fo eminent a Perſon would condeſcend to come 
© to him; and being an intire Stranger in the 
© Town, he had no Friend's Houſe to reſort to, and 
* muſt, for thoſe Reaſons, lie and periſh in that mi- 
ſerable Condition, deſtitute of all Aſſiſtance. * To 
which the generous Gentleman replied , © That ſhall 
* be no manner of Hindrance to your Recovery: If 
* you are well enough to fit upon my Mule, my Man 
* ſhall ride behind, and hold you up. You ſhall be 
ver welcome at our Houſe, you and your F amily, 
| as 
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* as long as you ſtay; nor have you any Occaſion 
for Money, ſince I'll freely detray all your Expen- 
© ces, and whatever lies in my Power, you may ab- 
. © folutely depend upon. But the only Objection I 
„ © make is, That I not being one of thoſe who pin 
„their Faith upon Sidi Meſſoud, or upon any of his 
J © Claſs, can no- wiſe conceive, that he has it in lis 
power to do you any good: Yet, if you imagine 
t © he can help you, *tis your Fault if you don't ac- 
b © cept my Offer.“ In effect, he conveyed him, his 
wife and Daughter, to his Houſe, where he ordered, 
chat every thing ſhould be provided for their Accom- 
WY modation with moſt exemplary Humanity and Gene- 
e W roſity; and, to humour thoſe his ſuperſtitious Gueſts, 
who looked upon Sidi Meſſoud as their only Refuge, 
the next Morning he ſent for that Mountebank (for 
he deſerves no other Title) who accordingly came. 
The Perſon imployed to fetch him being our chari- 
table Gentleman's Valet, who attended him in this 
Adventure, the cunning Impoſtor, in the Way as they 
came, exerting his laudable Faculty of Pumping, 
wheedled out of him all the whole Story, not omitting 
one Circumſtance (as we were informed afterwards) 
and every thing being placed in Order, he Apiſhly 
ran over the whole Pageantry, exactly as I have de- 
ſcribed it above. When the Invifble Gentry had 
made the ceremonial Entrance, and all their Formali- 
ties were explained to us by their Interpreter, he, in 
his Jargon, began to tell his wondering Audience all 
the Particulars of this poor Man's diſaſtrous Bathing 
at the Fountain, and added, by way of Interrogation, 
It he did not remember, he had taken up a rough 
* Stone of a blueiſh Colour, to rub his Heels, and 
the Bottom of his Feet withal?” Though this is a 
Thing of Courſe, and all he told beſide was nothing 
but what he heard from the Fellow, and (his Memo- 
ry being good) had repeated again verbatim, yet the 
poor Wretch, in great Aſtoniſnment, could not con- 
tain himſelf from uttering ſeveral Times theſe Excla- 
mations, 
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mations, Wonderful Man! Prodigy of Nature] Un. 
fathomable Myſteries! Incomprehenſible Science] and 
many ſuch like; proteſting, That he had not uttered 
one Syllable but what was inconteſtable Truth: Nor 
was the Admiration of his Wife, and of ſome other, 
in Preſence, a Jot leſs than his. The Magician went 
on in his Interrogatories when all was again filent, 
and firſt aſked him once more the ſame Queſtion, to 
which he replied in the Affirmative thus; 12s, my dear 
Lord! I do remember! | well remember 1 did ſo! Did 
you not, ſaid the Taleb, after you bad made Uſe of it 
in the Manner I told you, caſt it from you over your 
Right Shoulder? I am not abſolutely poſitrve over which 
Shoulder I threw it, but that I caſt it from me, when J 
had done with it, I am very certain. ——* Ay! ſaid the 
“ Conjurer, I am likewiſe very certain you did fo; 
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“ That Stone was the moſt unlucky Stone you ever 


* handled in your Life; for with that very Stone 
* you ſorely wounded in the Forehead the Green 
King's beloved Nephew, his only Siſter's Son, who 
* was dancing Hand in Hand with his beautiful Twin- 
© Siſter, who was to have been married on the Mor- 
© row to the Yellow King's Grandſon ; but that un- 
C fortunate Blow of yours has obſtructed the Wed- 
ding, and has put both the Courts into deep Mourn- 

* 10g: The young Princeſs is inconſolable for her 
* Brother's Diſaſter, and will hear nothing of Mar- 
e riage till his Recovery, which the Phyſicians almoſt 
* deſpair of. It was the wounded Prince's Governeſs 
<* that did you the Damage you labour under; for ſhe 
66 being frightned to fee him bleed ſo faſt, ran and 
* ſtruck you acroſs the Face, and turned your Arms 
„ round, leaving you in this Condition. Did you 
feel nothing? — I felt a ſuddain Pain, anſwered the 
* wretched Cripple, but know not how to deſcribe it: 
* But is there no Remedy, my Lord? Has your Art 
* nothing in Store for a poor penitent Wretch? Ad- 
& wiſe with my Secretary; adviſe with my Secretary, 
* ſays the other. Who is your Lordſhip's 2 
— * What's 
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„What's his Name, I beſeech you?“ ſays the Patient. 
This being a Queſtion Sidi Meſſoud had never been uſed 
to have put to him, all his Cuſtomers knowing that 
of Courſe, it utterly confounded him, as appeared 
viſible in his Countenance; and being at a Loſs what 
to anſwer, ſaid, His Name! His Name! TI inquire. 
0, fays a by-ſtanding Neighbour, II tell you that; you 
muſt not asꝶ him! This ſet him a little to rights again, 
and he proceeded with his Comedy. But, to make 
ſhort, after he had done all his Tricks as he was ac- 
cuſtomed, he defired Leave of our Gentleman to be 
gone, who, being of the Diſpoſition I have deſcribed, 
and loving Mirth, told me, I ſhould ſee ſomething 
very diverting before he parted with the Conjurer, 
who, he was reſolved, ſhould not put him and his 
Houſe to all that Trouble with his Impertinence for 
nothing. I, who had full as an indifferent an Opinion 
of him and his Performances as my Friend could 
poſſibly have, ſaid, I ſhould not be ſorry to ſee 
that Impoſtor detected in his Knavery, and would 
very willingly laugh a little at his Expence. —— 
Sidi Meſſoud, ſaid he, This Fairy-Lady of yours is 
* very unkind ; I hear ſhe always takes away your 
Money from you: Tl try if I can procure you 
* better Succeſs upon this Occaſion, than you have 
* hitherto met with.” Alas! reply'd he, will be 
al to no Purpoſe : It is but ſtriving againſt the Stream. 
can but do my Endeavour, ſaid the Wag; If this Mo- 
ey is iy d faſt in your Garment, I am almoſt perſuaded 


e can't come at it to deprive you of it. Come ! who 


knows but I may be lucky to you? Beſides, III bold it 
ar faſt a. poſſibly I can. Accordingly, he ty'd 
it up very faſt with a ſtrong Packthread, and went 
holding it Cheek-by- Joll with him, to the Street-Door, 
and then, whipping it off with a ſharp Pen knife I lent 
bim, he ſuddenly fell down (having cleanly con- 
vey'd his Prize into his Saſh about his Middle) feign- 
ing to have been forcibly beaten from his Hold by 
an unſeen Hand, leaving the amazed Sidi Meſſoud 2 
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the Street with Crouds of People gathered about im, 
all wondering at the Unaccountableneſs of the Aci. 
dent. As for the poor Devil himſelf, he look d very 


blank at his Diſgrace, and to ſee himſelf ſo der 
trouſly bit, and deprived of his Eve remarkable Pie. 


ces of Eight, about half a Pound of coſtly Incenſe, 


his own jaſt Fee he had received for his Trouble, and 
which the Lady never offered to take from him be. 
fore, and, to complete all, a great Hole in bis bef 
Burnoos, wide enough to thruſt his Head through, 
—— While the People were buſy in condoling 
with Sid: Meſſoud tor this Misfortune, our Spark, 
having otherwiſe diſpoſed of the Fruits of his Artifice 
went out amongſt them, and whether or no they mi{- 
truſted his having any Hand in that Affair, I am 
not able to determine, but this I am ſure of, That if 
they did, none dared tax him with it. He ſaid, He 
was never ſo terriſyd in all his Days; That doubtleſs 


the Fairy took it ill that any Body ſhould pretend to con. 


tradi her in ber Proceedings; He mightily condemn'd 
himſelt of Imprudence in 115 ſo raſh and inconſi 


derate a Part; begg'd Sidi Meſſoud's Pardon, ſaying, 


He had nothing in View, but to do him a Piece of Ser. 
vice, &c. However, this Matter ſoon became the 
univerſal Town-talk, and few, beſides the moſt credu- 


lous Zealots, and the very ignorant Part of the Town, 


had ever a good Opinion of his Exorciſms after this 
His Burnoos being too good to be thrown away, 
he got it repair'd with a ſuitable Patch ; and that 


very Evening, we, and three or four more Friends 


made merry at the poor Talib's Coſt. 


As to the Patient, whoſe Diſtemper was no other 


than very ſtrong and violent Convulſions, he dy'd in 
Six Weeks Time, though the hoſpitable Gentleman 
omitted nothing to ſave him, if poſſible. The Wr 
dow he retain'd as a Domeſtick in his Houſe, and not 
long after married the Daughter (who was a modelt 
pretty Girl about Fifteen Years of Age) by her ow! 
Conſent, and that of her Mother, to his abort 

a tione 
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toned Serv ant, having firſt made him his Wakkaf, 
or Manager ot his Farm. LY 

This Relation I have been the more particular in, 
both to paint the Nature of this Sort of Impoſture in 
its true Colours, and to diſabuſe thoſe who imagine 
that a generous Action is ſeldom or never met 
with among the Barbarians. I hope, that, 2 


as it may be depended upon for Truth, and the Sub- 
ject in itſelf is not uncurious, the Reader will favour- 


ably * it, and think thoſe Reaſons ſufficient 
Amends for its Length. | 


NANG GARNER 


Of JETHRO. 


Shall conclude this Supplement with what I find 
in D'Herbelot concerning Fethro, whom the Ori- 


4 entals call Shoazh, See that Name. lt is 
. true, it might more properly have been plac'd in the 
he next Chapter, which treats of the Line of Iſhmael, 
u- MW from whom they hold him to be deſcended. 
n, That learned Traveller has it thus; Shoaib is the 
is. Wl {ame the Holy Scripture calls Jethro and Raguel. 
wy, WM The Mahometans reckon him among the Prophets, 
hat Wl and ſay, He was ſent by God to the People of Mi- 
ds, dn, his Compatriots, to convert and reclaim them 

from Idolatry, and to preach to them God's Unity. 
her — The Jaarich Montekbeb makes him the Son of 
in Lx or Michael, who was the Son of Tas&hir, the 
nan WW Son of Midian, from whom thoſe Tribes of Arabs 
Wi- call'd Alidianites, took their Name. —— The Alco- 
not I ran ſays, This Prophet wrought Miracles to authorize 
left, bis Miſſion, but mentions none of them. But the 
own WW Author of the Book called Aihat Baherar, The viſi- 
T ble Miracles, tells us, That when this Prophet would 
ne 
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go up to a high Mountain to pray, the faid Me 
tain ſtoop'd, to render the Aſcent leſs troubleſome ; 
difficult. —— Hauſſain Vaez, in his Paraphrase 
the Alcoran, ſays, This Prophet did not only lab 
to eſtabliſh the true Faith among the Mzdianit 
with ſome Succeſs, but that he alſo endeavour d 
root out the reigning Vices of thoſe People. II 
were moſt notorious Cheats in buying and fellin 
plundered Paſſengers upon the Road, and threatij 
to expel the Prophet and all his Adherers out | 
their Country, if they did not return to the Relig 
on, or rather the Impiety of their Fore-fatheq 
This their Inſolence provoked the Lord to ſend th 
Angel Gabriel, who, with one hideous Out- cry, cauſt 
fo tremendous an Earthquake, that they all periſhe 
except Shoaib, and thoſe of his Followers who profe 
ſed the true Faith. —— It was after this Puniſh 
ment and Deſtruction of the Midianites, that Shoal 
left the Country, and went to his Son-in-Law Moſes 
as we read in Geneſis, where no Mention is made d 
that Incident. | 1 I 
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2. Kedar. 3. Selam. 1 jesjab. 5. Hemaiſa. 6. Jaſe. 7. Ader. 8. Ad. 9. Ednah, a Perſon f f ee 
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er, and Enemy of the Jews. 11. Niſar, whoſe Standard the Turks are ſai to poſſeſs at this 


1.9. Phahir. 20. Galib. 21. Loway. 22. Laab. 
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The LINE of ISHMAEL. 


Immael's great C haracter. He marries in 4 


Felix. Has Twelve Sons. His Wealth, exemplary 
Charity, Hoſpitality, &c. Has all Arabia affigned to 
him and bis Poſterity for their Inheritance. He 3s 
Jook'd upon to be the Founder of the Arabs, az Iſaac 

zs of the Hebrews, whoſe Patrimony was the Rroer 
Jordan, and its circumjacent Lande; Abraham be- 
ing the common Father of both thoſe mighty Nations; 
Cebid the Son of Iſhmael elected by the. Lord to 
inherit the imaginary Light, and has the City of Mec- 
ca appointed him for his Seat. The $uceefing of that 
Light carried down from Father to Son. Khedhir's 
great Devotion, and wonderful Viſions for Three ſuc- 
ce/roe Nights. His Prayer. Is viſited by the Angel 
Gabriel. His Charaffer. For bis uncommon Pieiy, 

is certified in another Dream that be ſhall be admitted 
among the Choirs of Heavenly Chanters, which 7s 
likewiſe confirmed to him by the Angel Gabriel. The | 
Succeſſion of the Light a down to Abdulme- 
nat the Father of Haſhem, Great — to 
the Prophet Mahomet, 


EW=EYShmae!, the Firſt-born Son of the Patri- 
* SI arch Abraham, Grandſon of the mighty 
Monarch King Agar, who was to have 
been offered up as a Victim to the Lord, 
XY; oy and was elected for the Propagation 
of the Light, was a moſt memorable, 
dent and upright Perſon. He was very 3 
8 and 


The Title the FF Author gives this his 10th Chapter, 
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and robuſt of Body, daring, couragious and enter 
prizing in War, exceedingly ſkilful in military M. 


fairs, and dextrous in all the martial Exerciſes of the 
He married a noble Virgin of ſingular Vertue and 
Merit, high Birth and Condition, and Hearels to a 


vaſt Inheritance in Teman, or Arabia Furlix : And he 


himſelt was likewiſe abundantly bleſt with the Goods 


of Fortune, being very wealthy; his Droves of Ca 
mels, Herds of Cattle, and Flocks of Sheep, large 
and numerous. He was a ſtrenuous Obſerver of all 
the Precepts of his Lord, and more particularly umi- 
tated him in being Bountitul, Manificent and Com- 
Paſlicnate ; for he was exceedingly free and hoſpita- 
ble, courteouſly entertaining Travellers, charitably 


and generouſly ſuccouring the Indigent, piouſly viſit 


ing the Sick, and comforting the Afflicted. It was 
his conſtant Cuſtom to have Part of his Flocks near 
ſuch Roads as were moſt frequented, and he himſelt 
would ufaally carry out Proviſions, and wait in the 
Highways for the Shepherds, and there diſtribute to 
all Comers and Goers, Cakes and Milk, with a con- 
ſummate Benevolence, and a moſt exemplary Cha. 
rity ; Theſe and ſuch Ike laudable Occupations were 
his chief Delight, and in which he took the greateſt 

Pleaſure and Satisfaction: Nay, whenever his Affairs 
obliged him to be abſent from Home, he never failed 
to leave the ſtricteſt Orders with his Domeſticks, and 
all who belonged to him, that the ſame Regard 


— 1 


2 — 


is as follows; Moria quarta del diſcurſo de la Lux de Muhammad 
galam. Acabaſſe de declara el aſiento de los des pueblos de Tiratt 
de Arabia. La Revelati.n de Al. Hadir. Paſa a la Barons 
de la Lux haſta tzexim Biſ1:uelo de nueſtro anabi Muhammad alam. 
Which, in Engliſh, runs thus; The fourth Hiftory of the Diſcourſe 
of the Light of rhe Fleſſed Mabomet. The Settlement of the tuo 
Nations, viz. The People of Ijrael and the People of Arabs 
(or the Arabs) is concluded, The Revelation of Khedbrr. 
The Male-Line of the Lieht paſſes down to Haſbem the Great 
G:andiather of our. blefled Prophet Mabomet. 

ſhould 
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ſnould be ſhewed to all Paſſengers and Strangers, 
without Diſtinction, as when he was himſelf pre- 
ſent. | . PE 
He was the Father of Twelve Sons, all Princes 
of the higheſt Fame and Renown ; from amongſt 
which, the juſt Cebid, a moſt pious and accompliſh- 
ed Chieftain, was the EleFed to be the Inheritor of the 
mighty Kingdom, and the Standard-Bearer of the 
myſterious Light, © RE. 
When he was grown up to Man's Eſtate, and had 
entered into Matrimonial Bonds, his Father I/hmae! 
aſſigned to him, and to his Poſterity, the City of 
Mecca, with all its Territories, for a Patrimony 


and Inheritance, as, likewiſe, for their ordinary Seat 
and Reſidence ; by Reaſon, That his illuſtrious Li- 


neage was choſen from among all the Nations of the 


Farth, to be the Poſſeſſors of that ever-celebrated Sta- 
tion, which, from the Beginning of Time, had been 
appointed for, and promiſed to the Great Moham- 
med, of bleſſed Memory : And theſe were they who 
followed his Banner, and thoſe who ſeparated from 
the other Tribes, according as they were delineated 
and ſtamped upon the (a) Parchment or Cloth which 
Adam delivered and recommended to the Care of 
his Son Seth, as he had been commanded by the Lord 
of Heaven to do. - | 


Iſaac, as I have already ſaid, laid the Foundation 


of the Hebrew Nation, and of all its Deſcendants ; to 


whom his Father had left the Charge, that he and his 
Offspring ſhould people that ſpacious Tract of Land 
which is watered by the River Jordan, which they, 
continued to do for many ſucceeding Ages. 
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Iſhmael, for the Reaſons we have ſpecified, ee 


ed in Arabia, and was, as we are endeavouring 0 
make appear, the chief Founder of that moſt exalted 
Generation, which was carried on, in the Male Ling, 
from Father to Son : © For God never fails bout. 
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tures : 


fully to reward the Merits of thoſe, who pionfly 
dedicate their whole Lives to his divine Service, 
and mauttelt their Zeal and ardent Love to Him 
in all their Actions ſince, notwithſtanding Abraban; 
that bleſſed and elected Servant of the Moſt High, 
underwent ſo many exprating Tryals, ſuch grievous 
Troubles, Perſecutions and Afflictions, as hath been 
largely related, yet, for his uncommon Piety and 
Humility, he was deemed worthy to be the Pr 
tron and Father of Two fo honourable Nations, 
and fo illuſtrious Lineages, the beſt and the moſ 
noble that were ever created! 


For the Honour of J/aac, a Multitude of thoſe of 
bis Race dedicated themſelves to the Lord, and 
walked uprightly before Him ; all whofe notable 
Deeds are gradually to be found in the Hebrew Scrip- 
And to eternize the Memory of I/hmael, the 
True Faith, with all its Spiritual Rules and Documents, 
had its Riſe in his Line (which hath ſince been er: 
panded with an amazing Velocity and Succeſs in its 
Propagation) the original Source and ſucceeding Ema. 
nation whereof, with all the other Particulars, and 
the Deeds of the Elefed, we learn from our honoured 


Alcoran,. 


To avoid Prolixity (and yet not wholly to omit 
making Mention of Perſons ſo worthy to be rememr | 
bered) I ſhall only juſt rehearfe the Names of thoſe 
choſen Males who Sn the Blazon of that Heredi- 
tary Light, till I bring it down as far as Abdulme- 
naf , and notwithſtanding i it may be very well ſup- 
poſed, that an Infinity of Tranſactions, worthy im- 
mortal Praiſe, and equally meritorious with any We 
have hitherto treated of, might be related — 
1 
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Mahometiſm Explain d. 261 
ing thoſe Heroes, yet 1 ſhall only enlarge upon thoſe 
who are more immediately the Subjects of our pre- 
ſent Purpoſe, and juſt mention the others in ſucceſtive 
Order one by one. Ks 
I have already ſaid, that Ceb:zd inherited that pre- 
cious and ineſtimable Gift from his Father, the good 
and pious Iſhmael, being the Elefed from among 
thoſe Twelve Brethren, his Sons. By Cebrd it was re- 
commended to Kebil; from whom it was tranſmitted 
to Zelih; who was ſucceeded by Myhebid ; and he 
begat Emin; from whom it paſſed to Lagwan ; who 
left it to Azaret ; after whom followed Manir ; and 
after him Hamir; who transferred it to Zileh; 
whoſe Succeſſor was Iulad; after whom came Admen; 
and he was followed by Galib Mador; the next to 
him was Mador, whoſe Son and Succeſſor was Ama— 
dor; and this was the Father of the Sanctified (a) 
| Rhedbir : And though the Courſe of this our Genea- 
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(a) This Name, although my Author calls it 41 Hadir, is no 
other than that highly reſpected Prophet of theirs, whom the Ara- 
bians call Sidi Xhedbir, and the Turks and Perſians pronounce Khi- 
/ and Hir. — They all in general confound the Prophets 
Eliſab, Eliſba, and Elias with this Xbedbir of theirs. whom they 
ſometimes call likewiſe ia or Elia. They write, (but more 
particularly a certain Perſian Poet) That Xbedbir found the Foun- 
iam 45% Hiat, or, of Life, of which having drank plentifully, he 
obtained Immortal Life, which is the Nature of that Water; thouęh 
they add, That his Abode is ſometimes in Heaven, but oftner upon 
larth; upon which Account of his Immortality, he got the Name of 
dir, which fignifies Green and Flouriſhing. - The Taa- 
rich Monte bheß makes this Prophet to have been boin in Abraham's 
Days, and to be the Nephew of that Patriarch, as likewiſe, to have 
been Hoſes's Guide throvgh the Red Sea, and the Deſait. — 
The Ex/tern Chriſtians call che Prophet Elijih by a Name compound- 
ed ot the Two, viz. Khedirlas, quaſi Khedbir Elias, and fo the 
Tarts call St. George, According to the Oriental Tra4i- 
tons, this Khedbir was a Companion, Counſellor and General to 
£jcandey Dhoulcarnein, who is not Alexander the Great, as ſome 
ag ine, and who is likewiſe ſo called, but a Monarch of the whole 
Hirerte, antienter than he, and who had that Name before the 

other 
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Iſhmael, for the Reaſons we have ſpecified, remain 
ed in Arabia, and was, as we are endeavouringts 
make appear, the chiet Founder of that moſt exalted 
Generation, which was carried on, in the Male Ling, 
from Father to Son: © For God never fails bownti- 
fully to reward the Merits of thoſe, who pion 


dedicate their whole Lives to his divine Service, 
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that bleſſed and elected Servant of the Moſt Hiph, 
underwent ſo many exhiating Tryals, ſuch grievous 
Troubles, Perſecutions and Afflictions, as hath been 
largely related, yet, for his uncommon Piety and 
Humility, he was deemed worthy to be the Pa- 
tron and Father of Two ſo honourable Nattons, 


and ſo illuſtrious Lineages, the beſt and the moſt 
noble that were ever created! 3 
For the Honour of I/aac, a Multitude of thoſe of 
his Race dedicated themſelves to the Lord, and 
walked uprightly before Him; all whofe notable 
Deeds are gradually to be found in the Hebrew Scrip 
tures : And to eternize the Memory of I/hmael, the 
True Faith, with all its Spiritual Rules and Documents, 
had its Riſe in his Line (which hath ſince been ex- 
panded with an amazing Velocity and Succeſs in ite 
Propagation) the original Source and ſucceeding Ema: 
nation whereof, with all the other Particulars, and 


the Deeds of the E/efed, we learn from our honoured 
Alcoran. 
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To avoid Prolixity (and yet not wholly to omit 
making Mention of Perſons ſo worthy to be rememnt | 


bered) I ſhall only juſt rehearſe tlie Names of thoſe 
choſen Males who carried the Blazon of that Heredi. 
tary Light, till I bring it down as far as Abdulme 
naf ; and notwithſtanding it may be very well ſup- 
poſed, that an Infinity of Tranſactions, worthy im- 
mortal Praiſe, and equally meritorious with any We 
have hitherto treated of, might be related — 

1 


and mantfeſt their Zeal and ardent Love to Him 
in all their Actions ſince, notwithſtanding Abrabun; 
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ing thoſe Heroes, yet 1 ſhall only enlarge upon thoſe 
who are more immediately the Subjects of our pre- 
ſent Purpoſe, and juſt mention the others in ſucceſſive 
Order one by one. 5 | 
[ have already ſaid, that Cæhid inherited that pre- 
cious and ineſtimable Gift from his Father, the good 
and pious Ihmael, being the Elz&ed from among 
thoſe Twelve Brethren, his Sons. By Cœbid it was re- 
commended to Kebil; from whom it was tranſmitted 
to Zelih; who was ſucceeded by Mubebid; and he 
begat Emin; from whom it paſſed to Laguan; who 
left it to Azaret ; after whom followed Munir; and 
after him Hamir; who transferred it to Zileh; 
whoſe Succeſſor was lad; after whom came Admen; 
and ne was followed by Gaith Mador; the next to 
him was Mador, whoſe Son and Succeſſor was Ama- 
dor; and this was the Father of the Sanctified (a) 
| Khedbir : And though the Courſe of this our Genea- 
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(a) This Name, although my Author calls it 4! Fadir, is no 
other than that highly reſpected Prophet of theirs, whom the Ara- 
blans call Sidi Khedhir, and the Turks and Perſians pronounce K hi- 
zir and Hixir. They all in general confound the Prophets 
Elijah, Eliſba, and Elias with this Khediir of theirs. whom they 
ſometimes call likewiſe Ilia or Elia. They write, (but more 
- particularly a certain Perſian Poet) That Xhedbir found the Foun- 


d an 4% Hiar, or, of Life, of which having drank plentifully, he 

d obtained Immortal Life, which is the Nature of that Water; though 
incy add, That his Abode is ſometimes in Heaven, but oftner upon 

. Earth; upon which Account of his Immortality, he got the Name of 

ut Cd, which ſignifies Green and Flouriſhing. The Taa- 

n- 8 4 cehbeb makes this Prophet to have been boin in Abrahams 


ſe Days, and to be the Nephew of that Patriarch, as likewiſe, to have 
1. been Hoſe,'s Guide throrgh the Red Sza, and the Deſait. —— 

ne Eußern Chriſtians call the Prophet E!yab by a Name compound- 
Ve i d of the Two, vir. Khedirlas, quaſi Khedbir Elias, and ſo the 
p- Tu call St. George. According to the Oriental Trai- 
tons, This X hedbir was a Companion, Counſellor and General to 
Ejcande; Dhoulcarnein, who is not Alexander the Great, as ſome 
2 and who is likewiſe ſo called, but a Monarch of the whole 
laiverle, antienter than he, and who had that Name before the 
other 
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logy will be hereby obſtructed for ſome little Spade: 
yet it is very neceſſary that we call to Mind, in 
Place, what we are indebted to, and what we inhery 
from this Holy Prophet. 
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other more modern Alexander. This mighty Monarch ſought for 
the Fountain of Life a long Time in vain, but could never find it; 
but his more fortunate Friend Khedhir obtain'd that Bleſſing, and 
Drinking thereof, became Immortal. — $9 ſay they. —— 
This Notion of the Immortality of this Prophet, is preſumed to 
be borrowed from Elijab's being taken up into Heaven. —— As 
to their affirming him to have been Contemporary with Abrabam and 
Moſes, they have it from ſome Jewiſh Rabbins, who were of Opini- 
on, that Elijah was the ſame as Phineas the Son of Eleazer, and 
Grandſon to Aaron, becauſe of the Fervency of both in their Zeal 
to ſerve and glorify God; But after all, how they can bring that 
about to bear, I muſt needs own, paſſes my Comprehenſion : Yet 
this groſs Error, grounded, I ſuppoſe, upon the Tranſmigration. of 
Souls, is embraced by moſt of the M:homerans, and even by man 
Aſiaticłk Chriſtians. The Mahometans further believe, That Elia 
(and by Conſequence Xhedbir, being the ſame) was ſent by God to 
preach the Unity of the Deity to the Inhabitants of Baalbeck, by many 
thought to be the ancient Palmyra, and to perſuade them to forſake 
the Worſhip of Ba, from which Idol their City took its Name. 

The Magi of Perſia pretend, That their great Prophet Zore- 
aſtres was one of the Diſciples of Elijah, or, at leaſt, what their Ance- 
tors were inſtructed by ſome of the Diſciples of Elijah, or Eliſha; 
which Fable proceeds from Elijab's cauting Fire to fall from Helen, 
and his being taken up ina fiery Chariot, which Element the Zoroe- 
firians make the chief Object of their Worſhip and Adoration. —-The 
Mahometans firmly believe, that Elijab, Elia, or Khedvir will ap- 
pear again Publickly upon Earth before the End of the World. 
| I ſhall conclude this Subject with a notable, though roman 
tick Story, which the Author of Nighiariflan gives us concerning 
this Prophet, under the Name of Zerib ben Bar Elia, and is to be 
found in D'HZerbelot upon that Name. 

After the A abs had taken the City Holt an, in the Year 620. | 
Three hund fed Horſe, returning from that Expedition, under the 
Command of Fagbilah, came towards Evening to encamp betwixt 
two certain Mountains in ri. The Time of Prayer being come, 
F 1dhilab going to perform his Devotion, ſaid, as uſual, wich an au- 
dizle Voice, Allah Aclar , God is Great! a Voice repeated the 
ſame Words after him, and fo continued to do till the Prayers 
were ended, repeating every Syllab'e he ſaid, in a very loud Voice. 
Fadhilah, who might have imagined that the Eccho had retorted 
his firſt Words, was extremely ſurprized to hear the Voice pro- 
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Mahometiſm Explain'd. 263 
This venerable Patriarch dedicated to the Lord a 
very laudable Inſtitution z; for every Night con- 
ſtantly, before he went to Reſt, he performed Ten 


Proſtrations, &c. of Devotion, with a Hundred Taz- 
hibes (a); this he never failed to do, without omit- 


ting the leaſt Tittle of what he obliged himſelf, by a 2 


ſolemn Vow, to obſerve. ' But one Night, finding 
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nounce all he utter'd, ſo diſtinctly plain, and cry'd out; © O 
„thou who anſwereſt me ! If thou art of che Rank of Angels, 
5 the Virtue of the Lord be with thee; and it thou art of any of 
„the Species of the Genii, or other Spirits, fare thee well; but 
if th:u art a Man like me, app.ar viſſbly before my Eyes, that 
J may enjoy thy Sight and Converſation ! * No fooner had 
he {poke theſe Words, but an old Man with a bald Fead, look- 
ing like a Derviſh, with a Staff in his Hand. appeared before him. 


 ———= When they had courteouſly ſaluted one another, Fadhilab 


asked the ancient Stranger, Who he was? Who replyed; „I am 
here by the Command of Sid! Iſa, (or my Lord Je who has 
© left me to live here in this World, till he returns to the Earth 
* a ſecond Time. I abide here in ExpeQation of the Coming of 
that Bleſſed Lord, and my Reſidence, by his Appointment, is be- 
* hind that Mountain. ” Upon this, Faahilab inquired of the old 
Man, When the Lord Iſa was to appear? To which he anſwereg; 
„ His coming will be at the End of the World, aid at the /aft 
judgment. But the Quriofity of Fadbilab increaſing, he a-ked 
him; „What were to be the Tokens of the Approach of that Cata- 
* Firophe of Time ? To that over-curious Queſtion, Zerib hen Bar 
Ela or Khbeabir (for he it was) return d him this prophetick An- 
liver; When Males and Females ſhall promiſcuouſly mingle to- 
* gether, without Diſtinction of Sex; When plenty of all Things 


© {hall be no Inducement to the Owners to fall the Prices of Pro- 


* viſions ; When the Blood of the Innocent fhall be ſpilt; When 
* Charity is grown ſo cold, that the poor Mendican:s ſhall not be 
able to ſubſiſt by begging of Alms 3 When the Word of God in 
* the Holy Scriptures ſhall be turned into Songs, and the Temples 
* which were dedicated to the Lord, ſhall be filed with Statues 
* and Idols; Know, Tat then the Day of Judzment is ve y near. 
And having ſaid this, he immediatel) vaniſhed, and was {cen no 
more. 


(a) This Word here, means the Repetition of God's Attributes 
ſo many Times, which the Mabometans very frequently do, count- 
Ing them upon their Fingers or Beads: A Set of Leads in Araor:k 
FR called by this Name. 
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himſelf tired and indiſpoſed, he chanced to go Wd 
without recolle&ing that he had not been at hi 
cuſtomary Devotions ; and as he was in his ſoundeft 
Sleep, he beheld a Viſion in the Air, of two Nee, 
exactly of the ſame Form and Bigneſs, oppoſite 40 
one another, and from the uppermoſt Parts of each dt 
thoſe marvellous Trees, proceeded three Branches of 
Light, exceeding bright and - reſplendent. This 
ſtrange Viſion made him paſs the whole Night in 


great Agony and Terror; and the next Day his 
1 


houghts were very much diſturbed and reſtleſs, oc- 
caſioned by his Reflections upon the Fault he had been 
guilty of, in neglecting his obligatory Duty. 
When Night came, having with great Diligence 
and Circumſpection, for fear of another ſuch an 


Omiſhon, purified his Body with the neceſſary Ablu- 
tion, and performed his Prayers, &c. he ſoon after 


betook himſelf to Reſt, and cloſing his Eyes, fell a. 
ſleep. No ſooner was he in a ſweet Slumber, but the 


{ame Viſion of the two Trees appeared to him again 


the ſecond Time, but with this Difference, That they 
were now more verdant and flouriſhing than before, 


with the Boughs ſtuck full of blueiſh-white Flowers, 


which, to all Appearance, gave evident Signs of being 
ready to produce Fruit; and ſo bright a Splendor 
proceeded from thoſe Branches of Light, that the 
whole Earth was illuminated therewith : He thought 
that, ſtretching out his Hand, he gathered ſome of 

thoſe odoriferous Bloſſoms, and that their Scent 
exceeded that of Muſk : But awaking at Day-break, 
„ himſelf deprived of ſo exquiſite a Re— 
vale. 


Preparations of Waſhing, &c. and compleatly per- 
formed his Devotions, he went to Bed very penſive 


and melancholy, as he had been ever fince his firſt ' 


beholding that myſterious Viſion : As he ſlept, the 
ſame Trees were once more repreſented to his View, 
but now loaded with moſt beautiful ripe Fruit, 


of 


On the Third Night, aſter having made the uſual 
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of an incomparable fine yellow Colour, looking like 
burniſned Gold as they hung in Cluſters upon the Trees, 
and all round about them he ſaw innumerable Crea- 
tures fly ing like Birds, and ſhewing Signs of Worſhip» 
ping and Proſtrating, as it were, before thoſe Viſions, , 
as they flew, which he. was given to underitand, 
was their continual Exerciſe Day and Night. | 

Beſides all this, he beheld Two (2) Alobes of 
plorious Fabrick, each of which had a (6b) Pen 
belonging to it, the which were employed in 
Writing thereon, without being touched by any 
viſible Hand. | . 

In the Morning Khedhtr aroſe very thoughtful, and 
in a terrible Fright and Conſternation at what had 
happened to him for thoſe three ſucceeding Nights; 
being no wiſe capable how to account for thoſe won- 
derful Viſions he had ſeen, or what Conſtruction to 
make thereof; at all which, being under the deepeſt 
Concern, he prepared himſelf, and addreſſed his Al- 


mighty Creator in theſe few, but memorable, Sen- 
tences. | 


Kü E DH PRATE AM. 
{ bs Thee I proftrate t myſelf, O moſt powerful Mo- 
1 arch! O King of the Cæleſtial Luminaries ! 0 
mpartial Fudge of all our Afions ! C Puniſher of our 
dins and Errors | Munificent Donor of everlaſting Life! 
Al thou doſt is without Why, How, or When! 0 


Sa... 


* 


(4 This Word ſignifies any Plank or Board; but here it means 
a thia Board, cut in long Square like the Leaf of a Book : Theſe are 
made cf a very cloſe light Sort of Wood, of all Sizes, for Children 
to learn to read and write upon: They are veiy ſmooth, and be- 
vg rudbed with a certain white Earth called 4%, may be writ- 
ten upon, when dry, like Paper, and then waſh'd off again. 


. (5) The Word here is 4] calam, which is a Pen made of a Cane; 
Ir they uſe no othe:s. 
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Sovereign Proteclor of thy Servants, and Diſtribuys of 
their Rewards! ——0 Lord! ſince it is Thou robo give 
us Life and Breath by thy divine Influence, an fe. 
dowed 1s with Reaſon, which is the eſſential Cauſe: of d 
our Deeds: Vet ſince, Lord] thou art not pleaſed with 
our weak Endeavours, our miſtaken and erroneom Per. 
formances (thy own mighty Attions being wholly-ſubling 
and altogether inimitable) it ſeems, if we follow tl 
Earthly Way of Reaſoning, that we are not by thee bound 
under any effeclual Obligation to ſerve thee as we ought, 
but are rather intirely free from any ſuch Bond, ſetin 
all proceeds from Thee, and it never appears, that tly 
Divinity ties the Hands of any Mortal, to prevent hin 
from doing amiſs. Lord! I am not forgetful if 
thy Holy Precepts and Decrees, neither am J refraftoy 
or unwilling to be obedient to thy Commands; but mith 
out thy Al liſtance I have no Strength, nor any Know 
ledge, but what ] have received from thee. —— l 
am indebted to thee for any additional Devotion, befider 
what I uſe to pay, or if I muſt perform any Ad of Cn M1, 
trition, or Atonement for my Negligence and Omiſhons, Il 
J humbly intreat thee to make it clearly manifeſt to ne, r. 
that I may rightly comprehend the Nature of my Offence, 2 
and thereby be enabled to comply with my Duty and 0)- f 
ligation, which I ſincerely engage myſelf to accompliſh ll i 
with the utmoſt Diligence and Pun{luality. E 


At the Concluſion of this expoſtulatory Harangue, IM © 
Gabriel deſcended, being ſent by the Almighty to 
comfort him with a joyful Meſſage : For God is never il © 
unmindful of thoſe who fervently call upon His Hoy MW 

Name! The Angel ſaid unto him; “ Righteous i * 

c Khedhir ! Do not meditate any Innovations, not | 
* entertain the leaſt Scruple concerning your Proceed. 
ings, but perſevere as you have done hitherto ; * 
To which, Khedhir replyed; © My Lord and Friend! 
* For theſe three laſt ſucceſſive Nights, to my great 
« Amazement, 1 have viſibly ſeen aſtoniſhing Vil 
* ons in my Dreams, wherein Trees, bearing Flow 
**-of6, 


cc 
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ers, and Autumnal Fruits, were expoſed to my 
View; and F am exceedingly terrified and con- 
founded to conjecture what can be the Signification 
* of theſe Prodigies ! * The Angel made Anſwer in 

heſe Words; © O Khbedbir ! The Lord of Heaven 

* hath manifeſted unto thee, in theſe Viſions thou 

* ſpeakeſt of, that He hath prepared and allotted for 
* thee an exalted, glorious Station, far ſuperior to 

thy Hopes, or Expectations: Rejoice and live in 
Confidence, and perſevere in thy Praife-worthy Be- 

* ginnings, as I have already counſelled - thee to 

te do. 27 | 8 | | 

Our Sage Aalrms and learned Expoſitors tell us, 
That. this Viſion of Khedhir had fo great an Influence 
over him, and made ſo deep an Impreſſion in his 
Heart, that 'till the Hour of his Death, he would 
never have ceaſed from making his moſt earneſt and 
importunate Supplications to God, to let him know 
what was the Reward he ſhould obtain for his ſedu - 
lous Application to His Divine Service; and that at 
laſt in a Dream, he ſaw himſelf placed and incloſed 
round about with Hoſts of the Celeſtial Chanters, 
all employed in their accuſtomary Occupations of 
ſinging Divine Hymns. To this they add, That 
the Seraphick Gabriel again came to him, and, with 
a ſmiling Countenance, told him, That his Lord 
had vouchſafed to make him a Partaker of the 
* greateſt and moſt conſummate Glory that ever was 
granted to any Mortal upon (Earth, that of being 
* admitted a Companion of the Heavenly Chanters) 
nor even the moſt ſanctified of all the Prophets were 
* ever favoured in ſo high a Degree. 

As there are none of the Rites and Ceremonies 
which are celebrated and obſerved amongſt us at this 
Day, but what moſt certainly derive their Original 
from the remoteſt Antiquity, or, as it were, ab initio, 
ſo the divine Majeſty was pleaſed to ordain, That 
thoſe Prayers, Cc. we inherit from this Holy chan 

l phet, 
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phet, ſhould be peculiarly adapted to be 8 
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Months of Rejeb and Shaaban, and ar 


meritorious. 
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rited by the great Caebu; who left it to his gon 
Murad ; and from him it deſcended down to Nel; 
and thence to Kuſa: ; whoſe Son and Inheritor was 
the moſt valiant Koreiſb, from whom proceeded the 
ever-renowned Name acquired by theſe couragiou 
Warriors, the (2) Koreiſhites fo famous in Hiftory, 
and ſo much feared, honoured and revered in all 
Parts, and who were the Glory of Arabia and all its 
neighbouring Countries. Spa Ac 
From this great Man and noble Tribe, deſcended 
Abdulmenaf, Father of the moſt illuſtrious Haſhem, 
who was Great Grandfather to our bleſſed Prophet ; 
whoſe Hiſtory and memorable Exploits, require | 
Time and more Leiſure. " 


DO EY 
_— 


_ — 


(a) Theſe Koreiſhites are often mentioned by Dr. Prideaur and 


many other Writers. Though Mabomet was of this Tribe, they were 
ever his moft implacable Enemies. 


CHAP, 


CHAP. XI 


The Hiſtory of Haſhem the Son of 
Abdulmenaf. _ 5 


The Method of tranſmitting the Hereditary Light 
downwards, Haſhem's Diſcontent at his having, 
45 yet, no Elected Son to inherit it. He hears 
a Voice in his Sleep, commanding him to go to 
Yathrib to marry Salma, who was to bear hin 
ſuch a Son. The Zeal of his Brother Almuta- 
lib on this Occaſion, who makes a fine Elogy upon 
that Lady. Haſhem, accompanied by forty gal- 

lant Cavaliers, prepares and ſets out, in a very 
ſplendid Manner, for Yathrib. Arrives there. 

e Ihe Aſtoniſbment of the Inhabitants of that City 
n beholding the Splendor of his Countenance, 

They are courteouſly received, aud nobly enter- 
tained by Omar Father to Salma. The great 

d Malice of the Jews, and their Apprehenſions 

upon this Account. Haſhem's extraordinary 

Beauty and Merit, Salma falls in Love with 

him at firſt Sight. She endeavours to diſguiſe 

it, Her Character. The Devil, hoping to ob. 
ſtrat? 
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ſtruct the Match, goes to Salma thrice, "and wil 
her a very infamous Story of Haſhem $þ 
highly incenſed, yet aiffident of the Truth 


wile a Charatt er, reſolves an Interview wil red! 
him, and goes to him in a Diſguiſe. & del 
vinced of the Falſity of the Accuſation, a anM + 
ſents to marry him. The Devil aſſembles per 
Jews, and engages them in a Conſpira off) 


deſtroy Haſhem and his Companions. HaſhenM* : 
is advertiſed of it in a Dream, and exhorts ll 
Cavaliers to be upon their Guard, 


SJE have already taken Notice in another 
Place, That the miraculous Light, pie. 2 


7. 24 deſtined to be centered in our Prophe © 
f Wiz Dl Se Mabomet, was always tranſmitted from 
| SG WIL the Foreheads of thoſe who carried that 


h Blaæon, to thoſe of their Wives, from te 
* Moment they had conceived with Child of bim who 


b was Elefed and deemed worthy to inherit the fame; t 
8 the beautiful Countenances of whoſe Mothers were, 
f all the while, *till their Delivery, brighter than the 


Moon in her Glory; and that then it departed, and 
was fixed upon the Illuſtrious New-born Ele&ed.\. 
According to what we are informed by El Haſſan, 
it appears, That all the Time Haſhem co-habited with 
the Wives whom he had married out of his own Tribe 
and by whom he had Seven Children, including the 
Females, the Light {till continued fixed upon his own 
| Forehead, the Hour appointed for its Removal being 
not yet come. This was a ſore Mortification to him, 
and made him fo reſtleſs and uneaſy, that he was 
every Day walking very penſively round the (a) C. 


— 


(a) The little ſquare Chapel in the Temple of Mecca. St 
Pages 120, to 1 30, in the Notes. 5 


404 
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aha, and there devoutly praying and making fervent 
Interceſſion to God, that he would be pleaſed to ſend - 
bim a Son worthy of that Banner, to whom the He- 
reditary Light might be transferred, in order to ite 
deſcending in the ſame regular Method it hitherto 
had done. opts chats: 

Whilſt he continued under this daily Affliction and 
perplexity, he heard a Voice one Night in his Sleep, 
which ſaid thus to him; Go to Tathrib (now Me- 
* {ina) where thou ſhalt find a Woman of high Me- 
„ rit and Condition, rich, chaſte, unblemiſhed, ver- 
© tuous, of noble Parentage, and who has a nume- 
* rous Band of moſt illuſtrious Relations: This Wo- 
* man waits thy coming; with her thou ſhalt marry, 
* and to her this Light, concerning which thou 
* art ſo anxious, ſhall paſs from thee ; for ſhe is in- 
* tirely worthy of that Honour: She ſhall bear thee 
* 2 Son of the illuſtrions Line of the Ele&ed : 
„Her Name is Salma, and ſhe is the Daughter of 
“% Omar. . 
Haſhem awoke in a very great Surprize, and get- 
ting up, ſent for his Friends and Companions, to 
whom he gave an Account of all that had happened, 
concealing from them nothing of what the Lord had 
revealed unto him. They were all in general ex- 
ceedingly pleaſed at their hearing theſe Tydings 
but he who ſhewed more Zeal in this Affair, of fo 
great Importance, than any of the reſt, was his Bro- 
ther Almutalib, who made this Reply to what Haſhem 
had told them; ä 
* You may remember, my beloved Brother, that 
* you have bad ſeveral Daughters of mighty Princes, 
* and other Perſons of the higheſt Rank, propos'd to 
you in Marriage, which Overtures, as being out of 
our Tribe, were always rejected on our Part, and 
© never met with the leaſt Encouragement from any of 
Hus; for this illuſtrious Stock of ours is much more 
* tobe eſteemed for the Purity of our Blood, than the 
Alliance of Kings: But I now agree, that mt 
| has 


9 Eye. witneſs of the Perfections of this Woman, (0 


having got every Thing in a Readineſs, Haſhem, ac: 
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*; has been refuſed to ſo many, ſhould be RA 
* the Lady in Queſtion, becauſe I deem her wel 0 
1 „ Reving the Honour of being allyed to our Fimih, 
* I am very well acquainted with Salma, her ith 
* and all who belong to her: She is a moſt beat 
gracetul and accompliſhed young Lady; M hy 
any a better Character for vertuous Inclination 
and all other amiable Qualities : She is endow ©; 
with a moſt compleat Portion of Senſe and Know 
Jedge. She is engaging and affable in her por 
ment, and, in a Word, her whole Behaviour 1 1 
exceeding courteous and endearing : She is Uttiver 
* fally known, beloved, reſpected and eſteemed hy 
cr the "whold City of Tebrib, and all the Count 
* round it; 15 great 1s her Fame in thoſe Part 
M A Conſi der now with yourſelf, after what Mann 
* you will have this Negotiation carried on: If ya 
„ think proper that I go thither to demand her for 
You in Marriage, III moſt willingly undertake the 
Journey immediately, without the leaſt Delay; 
for to loſe Time in prolonging an Affair of thi 
by Nature, is the higheſt Imprudence, and may pron 
* very prejudicial. * 
„ Haſhem returned theſe Words in Anſwer ; © Il 
ou think it convenient, I my-ſelf will be the 
** Meſſenger in this joyful Journey, and, indeed, 
am commanded by the Lord of Heaven ſo to do; 
* Il bear yon Company in this Expedition to 
* which I am called; and will go my own ſelf an 


Ec 


* whom you give ſuch ſuperlative Commendations. ' 
To this the whole Company replyed; Do in this 
* Caſe what you pleaſe, for we are all at your De 
* votion, and are, with all ſincere Love and Aﬀedt- 
on, willing to follow you. 

With this Reſolution and Apreement, they all de 
parted to make Preparation; and the next Morning, 


49 
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companied by Forty gallant Cavaliers, moſt of 4 
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to ſet out, very joy ful and in great Order. Abun- 
dance of Camels were laden with their Arms and 
Proviſions, and thus, in a very ſplendid Equipage, 
Haſhem took his Leave; and marched on his Way, 
followed by his Forty Cavaliers, who were all No- 
bles of the greateſt Account, and in whoſe Countenances 
were evident Signs of Satisfaction . and Content: 
Haſhem himſelf was decently arrayed in new Gar- 
ments brought him out of Arabia Flix, with a Safht 
round his Head of a rich and curious Texture: The 
ancient Standard of Egypt was diſplayed and carried 
before him, which Royal Banner is the venerable and 
original Enſign of this Noble and Illuſtrious Tribe. 
It was Night when they arrived at Tathrib, and as 
they entred into the City, the Light, which ſhone 
on the Forehead of Haſhem, caſt ſo great a Splendor, 
that it paſſed into the Windows of the Houſes, inſo- 
much, that the People opened their Doors, and came 
out in great Surprize, wondering from whenge could 
proceed ſo reſplendent and unuſual a Light; for it 
pierced into their very innerinoſt Appartments, thro' 
the Windows, Chinks and Crannies of the Doors, 
ſnining like the Rays of the Sun; or, at leaſt, far 
brighter than the Full- Moon: But when they beheld 
ſo noble and beautiful a Cavalcade paſſing along the 
streets, they began, with loud Voices, to call upon 
others to come out and ſee this ſplendid Entry of ſo 
many Gallant Perſons, who made ſo noble an Ap- 
pearance: Every one was inquiſitive in examining, 
(being extremely deſirous to knowthem) Who they were? 
and upon what Buſineſs they were come thither £ Asking 
them thus; We beſeech you to tell us, What People 
. are you, whoſe Miens and Garbs appear ſo noble and 
„ uncommon? We never beheld ſuch goodly Perſo- 
„ nages as you in our Country; but eſpecially we 
„ treat you to let us know, Who is he, from whoſe 
, Conntenance proceed thoſe Beams of Light, which 
: deſcend from Heaven, and ſettle thereon ? 1 
0 


his near Relations, of the Houſe of Abdalnenaf, began 
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To theſe Interrogations A/mutalib anſwered Ae 
are Natives and Inhabitants of The Holy Houſe, or 


© The Houſe of God, where his Divine Majeſty hath 


fixed his Throne upon Earth: By Race and Pedigree 
** we are Koreiſhites, of the Noble and IIluſtrious 
'* Houſe of Cacby the Son of Aluai; Our Reſidence, 1 
** ſay, is in Mecca, the City choſen by God Himſelf 
for His Seat: This Perſon concerning whom yon 
* inquire, is our Brother Hoſhem, and who is diftin- 
* guſhed by a peculiar Portion of Celeſtial Influence: 
His coming hither is to do you Honour; May by 
own be augmented, Amen. To explain my ſelf, His 
Intention is, That this glorious Light remain fixed 
amongſt you, thro' the Means of Salma, the only 
Daughter of Omar: And this is the Occaſion that 
made us leave our own Habitations, as you fee, 
and come into your Territories. "> 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


ce 


Omar, who happened to be there among the reſt of 
the wondering Spectators, and had heard all that A 
mutalib had ſaid, was exceeding joy ful, and matle this 
© Moſt Illuſtrious and Praife- worthy Lords! High 
and Potent Prince of the Supreme Throne! May 
your Arrival into our Country be propitious * You, 
who are the Quinteſſence of Hoſpitality and Gene- 
roſity; whoſe liberal Hands are always open to en. 
tertain the Haggies who, with a pious Devotion, 
reſort in Pilgrimage to viſit God's Houſe ; never refu 
ſing to laviſh your Stores to accommodate thoſe who 
ſtand in Need of your Aſſiſtance; I bid you 4 
hearty Welcome: All you require at my Hands, 
and even more, ſhall moſt willingly be complied 
with. The Damſel you have been pleaſed to men, 
tion, is my own Dearly-beloved Daughter; tho 
ſhe has the intire Management and Diſpoſal of her 
Perſon, Houſe and Affairs. She went hence Yel: 
terday, accompanied by a great Number of ht 
a Servants and Dependants, to the famous Fair of Cui 


Ca a, about ſome Negotiations of Importance. I 
| | | «Eg, 
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* in the mean while, you will be pleaſed to remain 
„my Gueſts, I ſhall think my Houſe highly honour- 
* ed with your worthy Preſence, and engage my ſelf 
«© to ſerve you to the very utmoſt of my Power, as I 
« think myſelf in Duty bound to do. 
In fine, without more Arguments, they were all 
conducted, and took up their Lodging at Omar's Houſe, 
Father to the intended Bride, where they were enter- 
tained with all the Courteſy and Magnificence imagin- 
able, and the Tables were covered with vaſt Plenty of 
exquiſite Dainties, abundance of Preſents and Regales 
being brought by the principal Gentry of the Town; and 
ſo they paſſed the greateſt Part of that Night in Mirth 
and Rejoicing, and then betook themſelves to Reſt. 
The next Morning early, Omar's Houſe was throng'd 
with Ladies; no one Matron, or Virgin, of any con- 
ſiderable Faſhion or Condition in that City, being able 
to deny her ſelf the Satisfaction of repairing thither, 
to behold the extraordinary Beauty and Graceful Mien 
of Haſhem, each tender Breaſt burning with reſiſtleſs Love, 
and, with Emulation, coveting to enjoy the Poſſeſſor 
of that refulgent Ligbt. 7 
But the Joy and unfeigned Satisfaction theſe good 
People ſhewed upon this Occaſion, was a very ſevere 
Mortification and Eye-ſore to the perfidious misbe- 
lieving ewe, whoſe Malice and Hatred towards 
Haſbem, was ſo inſuperably implacable, that, upon 
ſeeing the great Deference and Veneration the Citizens 
of Tathrib expreſſed in his Regard, they were ready to 
burſt with Rage and Deſpair : For they had found it 


foretold in their Scriptures, That the laſt Poſſeſſor of 


that Light which appeared upon his Forehead and 
Countenance, ſhould infallibly prove the Sword to 
them to Confuſion z a Judgment 
they had merited for their Perfidy, and the baſe De- 
generacy into which they had precipitated themſelves. 

A great Number of that falſe and accurſed Gene- 


ration of Men aſſembled together to treat of this im- 


portant Affair; when the Elders and Diviners, their 
TI 2 Eyes 
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Eyes all flowing with Tears, choſe the moſt antfent 


of their Fratermty to ſpeak for the reſt : The Name 


of this Man was Armon the Son of Caiton, and hehad 
the Reputation of being the wiſeſt Perſon in the whole 
City, among thoſe of his own Perſuaſion : He' made 


bis Auditors the following Harangue z — * Tou, 


and only You, O Sons of I/rae!! have Cauſe 
*© to grieve, weep, and ſorely lament : To You, in 
particular, Sorrow and Anguiſh are left as an In- 
heritance : Weep and lament then, ſince you have 
* ſuch mighty Cauſe; for the Hour 1s already come, 
** wherein the Lord of Time approacheth, according 
to the Decrees of Fate, foretold in Prophecy. 
Prepoſterous Blindneſs ! unheard-of Stupidity ! Stub. 
born Barbarian! Stiff-necked Obſtinacy of a partial 
Enemy! Unbelief conſpicuouſly viſible! Errors unde- 
niably confirmed! Was any other Generation but this 
ever heard of, to harbour Malice and Prejudice ſo in- 
conſiſtent with Reaſon? What! abominate and perſe- 


GC. 


cc 


cute that, which, at the ſame Inſtant, they cannot 


avoid praiſing! Strange Incoherency ! To utter, with 
the very ſame Breath, Encomiums and Execrations 
upon the ſame Subject! | 
Ar mon continuing his Speech, goes on thus; 0 
** pernicious and fatal Accident! O molt deplorable, 
* mortal, and inevitable Stroke | This Wound, in- 
ſtead of healing, becomes wider and more danger 
ous, and will ſoon bring us to the Earth, and bury 
our very Name in the Duſt! This unhappy Stroke 


(0 
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* Lands and ſtately Edifices ! This will throw down 
& your ſtrong Walls and your Fences; it will dif 
* comfit your Warriors, blunt your Weapons, and 


 ** deſtroy your Caſtles! It will make your Habits: 


tions deſolate, pollute your Wives and Siſters, and 
* your Veins, and will lay open all your ſecret In: 
** purities! All this, and much more, will be brought 
do pals by Him, whoſe Guardians and W 

| Pre 


N 1 


will be the utter Deſtruction of all your fruitful | 


„ deflower your Daughters! It will ſpill the Blood of 


Ay ay N oo 
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© Protectors will be the Angels of God ; Him, I fay, 
« of whom it is propheſied in Sacred Writ, That ſuch 
* One ſhall come; And this new arrived Gueſt carries 
„that very ſame Light in his Forehead, which our 
« Scriptures inform us, ſhall be the Blagon of that 
* our to dreaded Enemy. | 

At the pathetick Arguments their highly-revered 
Orator had vomited with ſo much Spleen and Ran- 
cour, that invidious and tumultuous Rabble, thoſe 
abandoned murmuring Wretches, wept bitterly, and 
began, all with one Voice, to cry out, Adviſe us, thou 
* unezrring Oracle! Let us know what thou thinkeſt 
* proper to command us to do in this Exigence, 
that we may be delivered from this impending Ruin 
and Deſolation, which thou haſt denounced unto us i” 
To which Armon, in Deſpair, with a mournful Voice, 
replied; © Alas! Alas! Woe, Woe unto ye! All will 
* be in vain! Your Efforts will prove Abortive, 

and of no Effect! Your Swords and Spears will 
nothing avail you! Alas! we find it written in 
* our Holy Scriptures, That this promiſed Prophet 
** Mabomet, ſhall be ſo compleatly endowed with all 
* Perte&ions, that he ſhall gain Admittance to ſit 
* Hand in Hand with God Himſelf, and to com- 
* municate with his Divine Majeſty Face to Face ! — 
* Since then it is ſo, ſaid they, and ſeeing that this 
% New-commer bears the Reſemblance of him who is 
* to follow, and from whom we are threatned with 
* ſuch unavoidable Deſtruction; to prevent and anti- 
* cipate thoſe prophetick Evils, we will extinguiſh 
* that fatal and deſtructive Light before it produceth 
* any more Branches; Let us cut it off, that he 
vo is to be the true Owner thereof, may never be 
born to our Ruin! 

This they ſaid, and it was unanimouſly approved 
of by the whole Congregation, who were now all buſily 
employed in ſetting their Inventions upon the Rack, 
and forming Schemes how they might deſtroy Haſbem 


and his Aſſociates: And from hence, the Hatred and 
"00 Rancour 
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Rancour they have ſince manifeſted, on innu 


: * 
* . 


1 0 
Occaſions, againſt the Light of Mabomet, had itt N 
Original Riſe. e 
But I will leave thoſe malicious Wretches*and 0 
their impious Intentions for awhile ; for they who'are 1 
among wicked Perſons, cannot be long before they hear a 
ſome of their infamous Exploits : They will ſoon be in- : 
troduced again upon the Stage in a proper Place, 0 
when what I have hinted above will be fully con- 
firmed. Let us now return to our Worthies, and put 
ourſelves on their Side; for, as the Proverb ſays; Th 
Society of the Vertuous is a main Step towards Gratt. 


They were all making Preparations to go to the 
Fair, where, as I ſaid before, Salma was already gone 
| with a numerous Train of Followers. Their Horſe, 
i Arms and fine Veſtments, were all got in a Readineſs - 
5 betimes in the Morning; Upon that Occaſion, they 
; ſet themſelves off to the beſt Advantage, their Habits 
| and Equipage being all extreamly pompous and mag- 
| nificent; Their Heads were adorned with Laurel. 
Diadems, and the Banner of Egypt, diſplayed and 
f waving in the Air, led the Van. Haſhem rode in the 
| 

| 

| 

| 


Middle of all thoſe, with Omar at his Side, who, 
followed by all his Relations and the beſt part of the 
Nobility of Iuthrib, would needs bear them Company: 
And, as this Splendid and Gallant Troop, which con- 
ſifted of the Flower of Arabia, was thus marching to- 
wards the Fair, it was conſiderably augmented by the 
Gentry from all the adjacent Parts, who joyned them 
in the Way thither. 'Y 
When they were arrived at the Fair, the Light which 

ſhone upon the Forehead of Haſhem, had aſſembled all 
the Inhabitants of thoſe Parts, as well as the Strangers 
who happened to be there, in that great Piazza of 
Caicanea: Every Soul left their Honſes, Shops and 
Tents, their Merchandize, their Wealth, and their moſt 
urgent Negotiations, abandoning all, to run, with 2 
promiſcuous Confuſion, to glut their Eyes with gazing, 
in Amazement and Surprize, upon ſo very extra- 

| ___ ordinary 
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ordinary a Cavalcade : But the Spectators in general, 
were more particularly intent, and, as it were, in- 
chanted, when they beheld the reſplendent Brightneſs 
of Haſhem's Countenance, whoſe Rays of Light ſtill 
increaſed more and more by the Peoples Admiration 
and Gazing: For the Almighty always brings Things 
about by unexpetted Means, when He deſigns the Ac- 
compliſhnent of His unſearchable Decrees. 

Salma, in the mean while, was ſo placed, that ſhe 
had a fair Proſpect of the whole Cavalcade, of the 
glorious Light, and of Haſhem himſelf, without being 
ſeen by any; and whilſt ſhe was, in the moſt agreeable 
manner, amuſing herſelf with contemplating upon 
the uncommon Gracefulneſs, the refulgent Splendor, 
and the intoxicating Beauty of Haſhem, ſhe uttered 
this Soliloquy with Rapture and Ecſtaſy; © O how _ 
ijne xpreſlibly happy muſt that Woman be, who ſhall 
“have the good Fortune to be bleſt in thy conjugal 
* Embraces! O thou Wonder of Men, how tranſcen- 
** dantly bright is thy Countenance, and how exqui- 
* ſitely deſirable is thy moſt amiable Perſon! * 

Whilſt her Breaſt was glowing with theſe pleaſing 
Thoughts, and her lovely Eyes were feaſting upon 
that dear Object, which gave her ſuch Emotions and 
Apitations, that her very Fleſh trembled with ecſtatick 
Deſire, her Father came, and, very eager to unload 
his Boſom, without giving her Time to ſpeak a Word, 
he ſaid thus; © My deareſt Child! I have exceeding 
„good News to tell thee of an Embaſſy which fills 
my Heart with Joy, and ennobles thee far beyond 
* Expreſſion. ? © Let me alone, I beſeech you, my 
Dear Father, replied ſhe: Leave me at preſent, I 
" humbly intreat you, to my ſoothing Thoughts; Go 
vot about to obſtruct my Sight from the preſent. 
Object of my wondering Eyes: Say nothing to me, 
I beg you; for the greateſt Tydings in the World, 
4 the higheſt Honours upon Earth, the moſt pompous 
- Grandeur, Popularity, Adulation, Wealth, nay, 
„the utmoſt Summit of Human Felicity, or. in a 
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** Word, all that is contained, comprehended 08 
** created in the Univerſal Globe, is nothing Com: 
* pariſon to what my raviſhed Eyes now behold 
upon the Forehead of that Man, whoſe Counte: 
** nance caſts forth ſo glorious a Brightneſs! ** Why, 
„that is what I meant, my beloved Daughter, faid - 
the overjoyed Omar; thoſe are the joy ful Tydings 
I came to impart to you: That moſt mighty Per. 
* ſonage is the greateſt Champion of our Times, an. 
© and of the higheſt Fame and Renown in allthe Wl 
* Land: He is the celebrated Haſhem, the Son of | 
Abdulmenaf, whoſe noble Stock and Family hath no 
** Equal for Honour and Purity of Blood: They 


be 
* are the Chieftains of the Tribe of Koyeiſh, Ml pf 
and Sovereign Lords of the Holy City Mecca: The n 
true and only Cauſe of his coming hither, is to Wl 
demand you, my Dear, with the Intent of making f 
” you his Wife! 7% Rs VEG „ 0 


When Salma heard this unexpected Explanation of WW | 
the Cauſe of Haſbem's Journey, ſhe was quite con- 
founded and out of Countenance ; her Cheeks Ml 
glowing with Modeſty and Shame, for having ſo Wl 
plainly expreſſed the tender Sentiments of her 
Love-ſick Heart, in her Father's Preſence ; and 
after many contradictory and evaſive Speeches to | 
extenuate her inconſiderate Error in owning what 
ſhe now endeavoured to conceal, ſhe ſaid to him; 
I deſire you, Sir, to make no manner of Scruple in 
„ believing, That, notwithſtanding this noble and 
illuſtrious Family you have been mentioning, is 
_ © the very Center of Honour itſelf, and hath the Ad- 
© vantage over all the Tribes and Nations in the 
* Univerſe; yet, if they are come, in Reality, to 
* treat of a Marriage with me, and are ſatisfied with 
* my Perſon, Character, c. and agree, that the 
% Propofal ſhall be made to me concerning that Mat- 
te ter, or have any Hopes, that I ſhould give my Con- 
« ſent; they may reſt aſſured, That it ſhall never 
be, but upon Condition, that they give me 2 | 
8 Vp Ser ö Jo Sj - Down}, | 
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* Dowry, with all other Preſents, Feſtival Ceremonies 
& £77, ſuitable tomy Birth, Honour and Condition; of 
« all which, if the leaſt Tittle is omitted or neglected, I 
am poſitively reſolved never to yield to their Deſires, 
* 2nd their having come ſo far will be to no purpoſe. 
This Sa/ma ſaid to retrieve what ſhe had been too 
precipitate in diſcovering, and as a Blind, that her 
Father might not too clearly dive into her Inclinations 
and ardent Aﬀection. =— This Lady was moſt tran- 
ſcendantly replete with Prudence, Good - Conduct and 
Diſcretion : The Features of her Face were admirable, 
and of a moſt exquiſite Symmetry, and her Air and Mien 
both charming and majeſtick. Her Stature was com- 
plete, and her Shape and Make perfectly fine and exact, 
nothing inclining to either Extreme, but from Head to 
Foot ſhe was all Perfection. Her Speech was grace- 
ful, and the Accent of her Voice ſweet and melodious: 
Ste had a happy Volubility of Tongue, and her Re- 
plics were always ſolid and pertinent to the Subject, 


and ſometimes ſharp and witty. Her nice Education 


and profound Learning had much improved her own 
admirable Genius. She was wonderfully courteous, 
aftable and pleaſant to all; benevolent, charitable, 
compaſſionate, and intirely free from the leaſt Speck 
ot Sordidneſs or IIl-nature; and, in fine, ſhe was a 
complete Compound of all Graces and Per fections: 
And, with all theſe amiable Qualifications, Haſhem 
equalled, or rather exceeded her in every one; for 
his extraordinary Merits made him both envied 


and admired by all who ſaw him, and none ever heard 


him ſpeak but was charmed with the Eloquence of 
his Expreſſions. . 2 
Omar, ſcarce able to contain himſelf for Joy, re- 
turned to the Place where he had left the Company: 
de very impatiently burnt with the Deſire of ſeeing 
the happy Hour arrive when his Daughter ſhould be 
joyned in Wedlock with Haſhem. _ 
But what ſhall I ſay of the infernal Malice, Rage 
and Fury of the accurſed Lycifer ? His fiery Entrails 
| in | Were 
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were ſcorched with Envy, ſeeking what Diaholiesl 
Schemes he might invent to obſtruct and din 
this conjugal Union: And, to accompliſh and bring 
about this his prefidious Deſign, this his baſe, imply 
cable and mortal Hatred and Rancour, he afſumedth 
Appearance of an ancient Man, with long grey Locks 
and ſnowy white Garments; and fo, with a venerabþ 
Aſpect, a fluent Tongue, and a plauſible Pretence, he 
went, and, in a mighty courteous reſpectful Manner, 
preſented himſelf before Salma, and after having, like 
a complete Courtier, given her the uſual Salam, or Salu- 
tation, he drew her away from her Company 1ntox 
private Appartment, and then addreſſed himſelf to her 
in theſe Words; wy | 2 
* Be pleaſed, moſt noble Lady, to underſtand, 
That I am one of the Retinue of Haſhem, and that] 
* left my own Houſe purely upon his Account: Ian 
© now ſent hither from him, to acquaint you with the 
* Cauſeof his having undertaken this Journey. Now, 
Madam, it is a very prepoſterous unſeemly Office 
* for Men of my Age and Gravity to prevaricate, Ml * 
* or to tell Lyes to ſuch a worthy Lady as you are, ill © 
* whereby the Honour and Reſpe& due to my grey ill © 
* Hairs would be intirely forfeited, and I ſhould Il © 
* become infamous whereſoever I go: And notwith- Ill *© 
* ſtanding I am of the Number of thoſe who came il *© 
© to make up this Match, and am bound by Obl- Wl * 
< gation to comply with Haſbem's Injunct ion of pa- 
ing you this Viſit on his Part, yet I will diſabuſe Wl 
„you ſo far, as to let you know his III-Qualities, MW 
< his Defects, and the Unworthineſs of his true Char- 
« cter; that you may never have Cauſe, in future W 
Times, to caſt any Reflexion upon me, and to pre- 
“ vent my becoming liable to the Affronts or Re- 
& proaches of your Family: MD” 
Salma, in a great Surprize, replied ; © I intreat 
you, obliging, venerable Old-Man, that you wil 
« conceal nothing from me, but relate the naked 


Truth in all its Particulars ; for a Lye in the Mow 
raly | 
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& of Man is ever the Deſtroyer of his good Name, 
& and nothing can poſſibiy be haſer than that Man who 
& maliciouſly endeavours to decerve another. n 

The invidious Fire- brand returned this Anſwer; 
Haſhem, as your Eyes have been Witneſſes, Madam, 
* is 2 very graceful, beautiful and agreeable Gentle- 
© man, as to his external Form; but his inſupport- 
„able Temper, and his baſe vicious Inclinations, ' blot 
© out all the Perfections of his Perſon, and debaſe them 
* into Deformities. His Behaviour towards his Wives 
ig very brutiſh, and unlike a Man of Honour, never 
* ſhewing them the leaſt Tenderneſs or Reſpe&: () 
Nor can any of them, be they ever ſo chaſt, good, 
* modeſt or vertuous, continue long with him; ſome 
* have been turned off, and ſent home to their Friends 
in Ten Days, others in a Month, which was thought 
* great while; nay, the moſt prudent, cautious 
* and diſcreet Woman that ever was born, if ſhe 
was a Miracle of Nature, and the beſt Oeconomiſt 
* under Heaven, could not poſlibly ſtay out her Year. 
* Beſides all this, he is of a vile, mean, groveling 
* Spirit, without the leaſt Senſe of Honour or Ge- 
* nerolity : A Gueſt was never ſeen to be entertained 
* within his Gates; He is, beſides all this, a baſe 
* timorous Coward, and always runs away in an 
Engagement, or hides himſelf to avoid being pre- 
* ſent upon ſuch Occaſions : His Vices and bad Quali- 
© ties being already ſo well known to every body 
in our City, and the Country round about us, that 
* he was forced to have Recourſe hither, as to a San- 
” Etuary ; where, for the Remcteneſs, he fancies his 
Exploits have never been heard of; and there is not 
* one Woman in our Territories, but what hath had 


A ſuch a Character of him, from thoſe poor unhappy 
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(a) The Reader muſt recolle& here, that the Mahometans are al- 
Wed four lawtul Wives, at the ſame Time, beſides Female Slaves, 
Oc. ard that they way part from them when they pleaſe. 


Wives 
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Wives of his, who have had ſo woful Experience of 
his Baſeneſs, inſomuch, that with one Voice they 
all abſolutely refuſe to have any Dealings with him 
Dand keep themſelves upon their Guard. Non, 
* Madam, I leave it to your own judgment to deter 
mine how what I have told you will agree with-you 
good Liking, or anſwer your Expectation; aſſuring 
„ you, I have not uttered one Syllable but what i 
* the very Truth. > 1 Hah 
What Liking do you think I ſhould have, replie 
Salma, to a Man in whom are to be found fucha 
** Maſs of infamous Qualities, as you have been u. 
** citing ? Since the leaſt of them all, would have 
been more than ſufficient to make his Errand-inef- 
fectual, and to frighten away all Thoughts I might 
* ever have entertained of conſenting to be his Wite: 
* How much greater, then, muſt my Averſion be to 
* ſuch a Propoſal, after having heard him to be 
* tainted with Three ſo deteſtable and abhorred Pro- 
** perties, ſo extremely odious to all thoſe who have 
* any Spark or Notion of Honour in them? I mean, 
* Cowardice in Battle, Poorneſs of Spirit, and Levity 
and Brutality, in abuſing and caſting off the We 
men he has Married. I therefore ſolemnly vow to 
* Almighty God, that I never will yield to his De 
© mand, except I am compelled fo to do by the utmoft 
ba N . and by main Force and Compulſion. 80 
* defire you, Father, to leave me to myſelf, without 
* faying one Word more to me, upon this Subject. 
Upon this, Satan, that Enemy to God and Man-] 
kind, took his Leave and departed, the Lady remaining 
with her Blood all in a Ferment, and exceedingly for- 
rowful at her Diſappointment, Very, angry with her MI. 
ſelf, and heartily repenting her having ſo deeply ft IM 
tled her whole Affections upon a Man fo unworthy the 
leaſt of them. But Satan, not ſatisfied with what be 
bad already done, returned to her again, the ſam 
Day, Three Times, always in a different Garb and 
Appearance, telling her ſtill the like malicious 1 
PEara | 2 we 
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tics, with ſome Variations, and ſeveral Aggravations, 
jnſomuch that at laſt he reduced her to ſuch a State 
of Rage and Indignation, that ſhe was quite out of 
her Senſes, being no longer Miſtreſs of her Reaſon, 
or able to contain herſelf within Bounds, oy 
In the Height of this her Diſquiet and Perturbation 
of Mind, her Father came in; who finding her in a 
Diſorder ſo apparently great, and ſo very different from 
that State of Satisfaction and Sedateneſs, into which 
his imparting thoſe welcome Tydings had put her, 
was much concerned, and inquired the Cauſe of that 
ſtrange Alteration. She made him this Reply ; Ho 
can you expect or deſire, my dear Father, that I 
* ſhould marry a Man, of whoſe own Retinue I 
* have had here with me Three or Four Perſons, 
* who have told me a Thouſand and a Thouſand of 
* his Enormities, Villainies and Blemiſhes? And at 
the ſame Time, gave him an Account of all that the 
Devil had told her. 2 IN 17 
This ſurprized Omar in the higheſt Degree; and 
notwithſtanding he uſed all poſſible Arguments to en- 
deavour to drive away thoſe Thoughts from her Breaſt, 
which were ſo prejudicial to her Repoſe, yet all he could 
lay was of little Effect, ſo well had Satan ſucceeded 
in his malicious Scheme, and had raiſed ſo fierce a 
Combuſtion in her before pacifick Mind, that her 
Father was, at laſt, obliged to leave her to her melan- 
choly Reflections; telling her, as he went out, That 
* the was at Liberty to do juſt what ſhe pleaſed in 


that Affair, for it was not his Intent to intermedd le, 


22 


or to force her Inclinations. 

She remained in ſo much Uneaſineſs, ſuch Reſent- 
ment, and ſo very much confounded to find, as ſhe 
imagined, herſelf deceived and impoſed upon, that 
ſhe ſcarce knew where ſhe was; for, As it zs true, that 
Hearts are compoſed of ſrail Fleſh, as well as the reſt of 
the Body, ſo it is likewiſe certain, that He who formed 
hem out of nothing, formed them in ax unconfined Li- 
berty, and not to be compelled eit her to Love or to its Con- 
Irary, How- 
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However, thro' the Divine Goodneſs of the A 
mighty, all the Snares and Subtleties of Sat were 
baffled and brought to nought ; for the Heart af $4, 
ma being inſpired with a pure and indelible Love, fhe 
could take no Reſt, the Flame increaſing to ſac x 
Pitch, that it had now taken Poſſeſſion of her very 
Soul. She could not yet be ſatisfied as to the fevers! 
various Accounts given her that Day; which, though 
they all tended towards the rendring the Object of her 
Deſires infamous and odious to her Imaginations, yet 
ſhe was reſolved to be better convinced of the Reality 
of thoſe vile Aſperſions: Therefore, fo ſoon as it wa 
dark, ſhe laid aſide her own Garments, and puttin Ml © 
on a Diſguiſe, reſolved to go out and ſearch for the Ml © 
lovely Man who was the Cauſer of that ſo violent and 
unextinguiſhable a Flame; a Fire, that preyed upon Ml 
her Vitals, and conſumed her whole Fabrick, _ 
Her Diſguiſe being ſuch that ſhe could not af: 
ly be diſcovered, ſhe, armed with Reſolution and 
ardent Love, left her Habitation, and went roaming 
about the City, inquiring of all ſhe met, If they had 
ſeen Hoſhem? and this ſhe did, till ſhe ſaw the Hea Ml © 
venly Light, deſcending from the Firmament and 
centering upon the Forehead of him ſhe had been 
ſeeking with ſo much Eagerneſs and Concern : And he, 
at the ſame Time, hearing himſelf inquired for, ar 
ſwered; © I am Haſhem; Who is it wants him ? And 
as he turned his Face towards her, the Light ftruck 
ſo full in her Eyes, that, not being able to endure its Il - 
great Splendor, in great Aſtoniſhment, ſhe turned her 
Head on one ſide, which when Haſhem obſerved, he 
covered his Forehead. = 
To make ſhort, Haſhem, with a Lover's Eye, ſoon 
diſcovered the Fair Salma, and, at this Interview, 
thoſe Two Lovers, by interchanging a few amorous 
Glances, inſtantly came to a perfect Underſtanding. 
Their Flames were reciprocal, and burnt with at 
equal Ardour ; neither of the Two, having the leaſt 
Advantage over the other. They, at firſt, on 
amule 
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amuſed themſelves with gazing at, and in Compli- 
menting one another, with Expreſſions of Joy and 
Reſpect ; and then they began to explain to each 
other their reſpective Pretenſions; by which means 
dalma became intirely diſabuſed and convinced of the + 
Falſities and vile Malice of Satan, in all the Aſper- 
ſons he had caſt upon the Character of Haſhem ; and 
ſo, to conclude all, ſhe ſaid to him thus; © In An- 
* {wer to what you have been ſaying to me, O Haſhem, 
«] aſſure you, and give you my Word, that I am 
* contented with your honourable Propoſal, and am 
* very willing to become your Spouſe, as you de- 
* ſire: But I give you Notice of one Particular, That, 
* concerning the Dowry and Preſents you are to 
* make me, if my Relations ſhould happen to re- 
& quire any thing extraordinary, or unreaſonable, 
* you make no Heſitation in complying with their 
* Pemands. And obſerve, that there are many Per- 
* ſons of the higheſt Rank who would do all they 
* poſſibly could to obſtruct this Marriage, and among 
* whom my Name is held in great Eſteem and 
* Veneration : Yet, notwithſtanding all Obſtacles, I 
* make you whole and ſole Lord of my Perſon, For- 
tune, Affections and Deſires; ſolemnly proteſting 
* to you, by the Almighty and all his Celeſtial 
* Glories, That there ſhall be no manner of Change 
* or Prevarication in this Promiſe which I have made 
“ you, but it ſhall be as fixed and immoveable as the 
* Center. 

Haſhem returned her a very grateful and courteous 
Acknowledgment for her ſo kind and generous a 
Compliance, and ſaid ; © You ſhall aſſuredly be 
treated in every Reſpe& conformable to your high 
„ Merit and Condition; and I engage my {elf to 
uM © agree to whatſoever is demanded or required of me 
g upon your Account, even to the leaſt Tittle. 

in WW © There is one Circumſtance upon which I ſhall in- 
it fiſt, faid Salma, if you pleaſe to grant it; which is, 
ly MW - That 1 being, as you well know, a Woman A 
« much 
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* much valued and looked upon in this my:mativi 
City, and that every one makes ſo great Account of 
my Word, and is willing to obey me in Whatever 
I deſire, you never offer to remove me from hence, 
or propoſe my leaving Iathrib to go to Meta. 
I conſent, Madam, ſaid Haſhem; I grant you 
* Requeſt: Have you any thing more to demand 
«* Yes, ſaid ſhe, It I ſhould chance to bear you fue 
& I require, that my Children may never be ſeparated 
« from me, but be always left to my Care. I conſent 
to that likewiſe, anſwered Haſhem, and happy ſhal 
*© I think myſelf, nor no leſs happy ſhall you be, if 
„you bring me a Son, that I may ſhew my Willing. 
* neſs to pleaſure you in this your Deſire. Have 
© you any other Requeſt? Only replied ſhe, that, if 
© you neglect me, and leave my Company to af. 
** ſociate yourſelf with other Women, I may then 
in ſuch a Caſe, be free from all Obligations, and at 
7 my own Liberty to ſue a Divorce, nor be compelled 
d to cohabit any longer with you upon any Account 
4 whatſoever. All you have, or can ask, anſwered 
% Haſhem, I moſt willingly comply with; but this 
4 Jour laſt Propoſal, I neither can, nor wall agree 
to: Think if there is nothing elſe I carl ſerve 
or oblige you in. I am throughly ſatisfied, faid 
Salma; I have asked enough; and ſhall think my- 
ſelf both fully requited with what you have already 
condeſcended to, and bound in Duty to conform to 
your Pleaſure in all Things. In the Morning 
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Marriage: You have my free Conſent to proceed 


therein without Delay. After this, they took 


140 


their Leaves of each other and departed to their 


own Abodes. 3 | 
But Satan, when he ſaw himfelf repulſed and de. 
rided, and that all his perfidious Projects had proved 
ineffectual, made it now his whole Buſineſs to aſſemble 
together and exaſperate the Malice of the Ye, who 
were come from divers Parts to negotiate their * 
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at this noted Mart. All this his Diligence and inde 
fatigable Aſſiduity, proceeded from the inveterate 
and implacable Hatred that Infernal Fiend bears to 
our Holy Prophet Mahomet, and to prevent, if poſ 
ſibly he could, his Appearance upon Earth; becauſe 
ſo many Evils were denounced to him from the Birth 
of that Beat iſied Saint, who was predeſtined to be the 
Overthrower and ' Deſtroyer of Hereſies and Falfe- 
Worſhips, the which are the very Eſſence, The Life 
and Soul of that Iro... 08G 2 
The Fair was, that Day, very full of Fews ; as 
well thoſe who were Inhabitants of the City and its 
Neighbourhood, as of others who came in great Num- 
bers from more diſtant Towns and Caſtles: of the 
Country ; for there was ſcarce one Few inthe whole 
Land, who failed to be preſent at that famous and 
ogg Farr, eſpecially upon this remarkable Oc- 
caſion. : TTT. 
In the midſt of ſuch a numerous Congregation of 
People, who were all ſworn Enemies to that Elefed 
Company, the invidious and pernicious Fiend pre- 
ſented himſelf; being prepared for the Part he was to 
act, by aſſuming the Form of an ancient grave Man, 
with a long grey Beard; and very decent Apparel, 
his Garments touching his Feet: By his Prefence and 
Aſpect, he appeared to be a Perſon of great Sanctity, 
and profound Knowledge. . 
When that blood - thirſty deteſtable Generation be- 
held him, they received him with great Reverence 


and Honour; kiſſing his Hands, his Garments, and 


the very Ground where he had ſet his Feet; incom- 
patſing him about with extraordinary Tokens of Ve- 
neration and Reſpect, and calling him their Tutelar- 
Angel, their Protector and Redeemer; ſaying unto 
bim; How came it to paſs, Great Lord! that you 
did not give us Notice of your Approach? Had we. 
but the leaſt Intelligence thereof, we would never 
have been guilty of ſo unpardonable a Fault, as to 
have neglected coming out to meet and receive your 


U Lord. 


© Lordſhip: We beſeech you pardon the Omiſſion, 
* which was wholly cauſed by our Ignorance. | |. 5; 
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The Fiend replied; My coming hither was 


Night, and Oh that I had never come! Would 1 had 
never ſet my Feet within your City, nor had been 


a Witneſs of what is going forward! Do not you 
ſee what I ſee? Are you not ſenſible of the unpen- 
ding Evil as well as I? Are you blind? Have you 
not b@eld and conſidered this Company, theſe new 
Gueſts who came from Mecca? * To all this they 


anſwered in the Affirmative. Well then, ſaid Satar, 


Have you not, in that Cavalcade, obſerved among 
the reſt, one, in particular, of a moſt comely, beau- 


tiful and ſtately Perſonage, who bath a ſhining Lighe 


on his Forehead, and whoſe Name is Haſhem; and 
who, as it is reported, comes to be married to Sal. 


ma? To this they likewiſe replied, Ds. * Then, 


ſaid he, You may depend upon it, as an unavoid. 
able Certainty, That if that Man ever ſhould take 
a Wife who 1s a Native of your Country, he will 
Fiſh in your very Bowels ; for he will infallibly de- 
prive you of your Patrimony, and deſtroy your 


Inheritance; and your future Tranquility is in the 


moſt imminent Danger: He will devour up your 
whole Subſtance; your Children will become his 
Slaves and Vaſſals; and your Poſterity, both far and 
near, will bear his inſupportable Yoke. This is 
he, concerning whom the Sacred Scriptures make 
mention, and call The Spiller of Torrents of Blood: 
and of whom the Learned Sages prognoſticate ſuch I 
dreadful Prodigies! Conſider, therefore, with your 
ſelves theſe dire Preſages, and the terrible Confuſion 


© and Deſolation wherewithal you are threatned; ] 


and think upon ſome Remedy how to avert aud 
extinguiſh this deſtructive Flame, which will admit 
of no Delay, but requires the utmoſt Reſolution, and 


* a ſpeedy Determination. 


Armon replied; * I have already told them, That 
this is he who is called, The Subverter and Nane, 
on 


8 
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ont of all Laws which are not conformable to 54 
* own; and that he is actually conſpiring and ripen- 
ing moſt Treaſonable Practices, all tending to our 
* utter Ruin. Then, ſaid Satan, if you are deter- 
* mined to apply a certain Remedy, Cut down the 
* Tree, and that will ſurely prevent the Branches front 
* growing : In fo doing, you willattain your Ends, and 
* will deliver your Country from this Monſter with- 
* out a Second: And, to bring this about, that the 
Event may ſucceed anſwerable to your Wiſhes; it 
* muſt be ſo contrived, in the Morning, when the 
* intended Bridegroom goes, attended by his Follow- 
* ers, to demand his Bride of her Relations, in 4 
publick Manner, that then, in the middle of his 
* Harangue; you all, in one unanimous Voice; diſ- 
* turb the whole Treaty, by exclaiming and proteſt- 
ing againſt the Match, ſaying; That Tow neither 
can, nor will, ever conſent, that he ſhall marry a 
* Foreigner : And then, at the firſt Reply they make 
you, attack them ſuddenly with Vigour and Re- 
* ſolution, employing your Weapons to the beſt Ad- 
vantage you can, fo that they may every one die by 
* your Hands with the Edge of your Swords ; for 
this muſt, of neceſſity, be the Conſequence ; they 
being but a ſmall, deſpicable Company of Wretches, 
and wholly unprovided to receive your Hoft!lities; 
as not in the leaſt dreaming of ſuch an Afault. 
And ſince you ate ſo numerous a Band, I would 


have you ſele& a choice Squadron of Four hundred 


of your beſt Men, armed at all Points, that there 
may be Ten of you, to every one of them; and this 
. do for your own better Security, and that you 
may be ſure of not miſſing your Aim. I, in the 
mean while, will not fail of being preſent amongſt 
' you, and will moſt zealoufly act all whatſoever 
Damage lies in my Power to do, againſt the con- 
' trary Party.” —— This was the Speech made them 
by the accurſed Fiend, and the Counſel he had given 
them Was unanimouſly affirmed, by the whole Af- 
TT __ fembly; 
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ſembly, to be good and wholfome: And accordingly, 
they ſpent that Night in making themſelves ready to 
put it in Execution the next Morning. Do be 
The ſame Night, as Haſhem was ſleeping in his Bed, 
he dreamt, that he was ſurrounded by a great Number 
of Dogs, which, with ravenous Looks, and their Tails 
erected and briſtled up, in a furious manner, barking, 
ſnarling, yelling and howling, made ſhew of being 
juſt ready to ſeize upon him; and that, when their 
Rage was at higheſt, he drew out his Sabre, ſtriking 
at, and wounding the Faces of thoſe who ſeemed the 
moſt courageous, and moſt eager to faſten upon him, 
to whom he ſtill gave the greateſt and deepeſt Wounds 
| his Weapon never mitl:ng to reach them 
This Dream diſturbed his Mind exceedingly, and 
| awaking in a terrible Conſternation, he ſent for all 
his Friends and Companions ; and when they came, 
he communicated to them the whole Purport of 
that Viſion, not omitting one Circumſtance ; At 
the Rehearſal whereof, they were all filled with 
Wonder and Aſtoniſnment, asking him, If he could 
conjecture the Signification of ſo ſtrange and frightful 
a Dream, and what Interpretation might be made 
thereof? To which he replied; | 
* You are to underſtand, That by thoſe Snarling 
Dogs, is meant, a malicious, perverſe and wicked 
© Generation of People, who are contriving all ſorts 
of Villainy and Perfidiouſneſs. The Almighty be 
with us, to guide, protect and defend us from the 
© Snares and Treacheries of thoſe who lie in wait to 
* deſtroy us! I adviſe you, my beloved Friends and 
| _ *©f Kinſmen, that, as J am not unacquainted with your 
great Prudence and Conduct, your hearty Friend. 
thip and Fidelity tome, your Heroick Valour and 
Reſolution, you be likewiſe, all of you alert and 
fully prepared for what may happen: Go provided 
with your Arms, all in good Order, and caſt your 
Eyes attentively round about you on every Side: 
Be caretul and vigilant; and be in no wiſe negligent 
* of 
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or over ſecure: Keep your Hands continually upon 
the Hilts of your Sabres, that if any Attempt be 
made againſt our Lives, we may be in a Readineſs 
to Ee Weapons in our Defence; for, aſſure 
your ſelves, That the Succeſs of our Undertaking, 
and even our future Weltare, 1s wholly depending 
* upon God's Protection, and the Force of your 
Arms. 


a ka, aA * EO 


K 


They all promiſed to be mindful of his Admonitions, 


and began to prepare themſelves for the great Affair 


in Agitation. 
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109 VOY 

1 
3 CHAP, XII. 
Haſhem and his Followers prepare to go to demand 
| the Bride. The Cavalcade deſcribd, and Sal. 
| ma's particular Care for their Accommodation, 
| Haſhem's gallant Appearance, and with what 
Ornaments and ſacred Relicks he was array, 
The Reception he and his Company had from the 
Bride and her Relations, &c. The Harangue 


made them by Almutalib, Brother to the Bride. 
groom, concerning the Nobility of the moſt Ila. 
triozs Family, the Poſſeſſors of the Hereditary 

Light. Anſwered by Omar, the Bride's Father, 

Offers made by Almutalib, ia the Behalf of his 

| Brother Haſhem. Rejected, at the Tnftigation 
and inveterate Malice of Satan, who is there 
preſent, under the Likeneſs of a grave, religious 
Perſon, accompanied by great Numbers of Jews 
all mortal Enemies to the Cauſe. Satan's ſhame- 
leſs Inſolencè; at which Omar # at laſt quite 
ſcandaliged, and rebakes him. His Perſeverance 
in his malicious Impudence, aud the unreaſonable 
Propoſal he makes to the Princes of Mecca. 
The Reſentment of Almutalib at the Impolſibi- 
{ities demanded, and the ſcandalous Impoſition 
. : 0 
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of the Fiend; who thereupon gives the appointed 
Stenal to the Jews, who attack the Bridegroom 
and his Companions, but are intirely routed by 
them, with very great Slaughter; and, am 
the reſt, Armon their Chief, falls by the Hand 
of Almutalib. The exceeding Valour of the 
Princes of Mecca. The Fiend endeavouring to 
get away, is overtaken by Haſhem. Their En- 
counter, and the Devil's Words to Haſhem, 
&c. The Bride's Fear and Concern for her 
Lover. The Marriage concluded, &c. ; 


r T the Time when the beautiful Auro- N 
nr began to ſhew her chearful 
| Countenance, and, with her Bright- 
\ neſs, to diſſipate the intenſe Obſcu- 
rity of the Night ; when the Clear- 
neſs of the Eaſt gave Notice of the 
| Morn's Approach to the other Quar- 
ters, and that the Ruddy Phæbus would not be long 
before he made his glorious Appearance, to gild 
the Hills and verdant Plains: When the nocturnal 
Birds began to retire to their Places of Reſt, and the 
other Species of thoſe winged Choriſters, that delight 
in the Sun's Preſence, began to pierce the thin and paſ- 
ſive Air with their ſhrill and melodions Notes: When 
human Creatures began to ſhake of their ſweet 
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8 Slunbers, and to rouze themſelves from their ſoft Re- 


poſe, in order to pay the Debt they owe to their Cre- 
ator, | | 
In a Word, the wiſh'd-for Day appeared, and the 
Son of Abdulmenaf, with his whole Company, aroſe 
trom their Beds, in order to prepare themſelves for 
the great Matrimonial Solemnity, having, in the 
firſt Place, with ſingular Piety and Devotion, per- 
formed the uſual Ablutions and Prayers. 
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Their coſtly magnificent Garments were * 
perfumed with Muſk, Amber, and many other pfecl. 
dus odoriterous Drugs and Gums : 5 and, mou 
their beautiful Steeds (which were all moſt pom 
ly adorned with Princely Furniture) attended by 
their Pages and Followers, they marched, 5% 2 
Zallant and ſightly Manner, towards the 
Market-Place, where the Fair was kept. ES. 

Salma, being told that this noble Cavalende wa 
coming, deſired her Father and the reſt of her Rea. 
tions to get all Things in a Readineſs to receive thoſe 

rinces of Mecca, inſiſting, with ſome Earneſtneſt, 
that they ſhould prepare for their Accommodation 
with the utmoſt Magnificence imaginable; and thy 

they ſhould be entertained according to thei 

Dignity and Merit. She cauſed a very fine e ty 
be ſet up in the moſt conſpicuous Part of the Plain, 
wherein ſhe intended to receive her Company: The 
Ground was ſpread with exceeding rich Carpets and 
Tapiſtry, and covered with many Tables, abun; 
dantly turniſhed with great Variety of moſt exqui 
ſite Viands, and delicious Refreſhments.” Every 
Thing being in due Order, the Banner appearing 
waving in the Air, gave Notice of the Approach of 
thoſe Forty Princes, with Haſhem at their Head: A 
moſt gallant Troop of Princely Heroes it certainly 
was; and who had not their Equals in the World! 
Their Horſes, which were the fineſt and the ſwifteſt 
in the whole Country, came prancing on, all cover- 
ed with very fine and impenetrable Coats of Mail, | 
under their richly imbrojder'd Capariſons. Their 

Riders, ' nobly arrayed in long gracetul Garments, 
and very fine Scarves, forgot not to put on their beſt 
and ſtrongeſt Armour under thoſe Garments, that 
they might be ready againſt all that ſhould hap- 

5 

Haſbem himſelf made a moſt gallant Appearance, 
fu table to his high Rank and Condition. He was 


Flad after the Mode of the remoteſt Antiquity ; ans 
pot- 
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wtwithſtanding many of the Ornaments, Cc. he: 
lad on, were of a moſt ancient Fabrick, yet they 
were all exceeding freſh, and ſeemed to be perfectly 

new; nor had Time done them the leaſt Damage: 
(%) For Time can never wear out thoſe Things which 
were created before Time itſelf ;, but, on the comrary, 
they fill continue in the ſame Condition: All which 
were delivered to him by his Father Abdulmenaf, and 
were gloriouſly inriched with Embroidery, Gold and. 
Jewels. His. beautiful Forehead was adorned with 
the Crown of Caſai, from whoſe illuſtrious Loins he 
was deſcended ; and he had the Scart of Koreiſb, who 
was a moſt famous Sovereign Prince, and his Proge- 
nitor as well as the other. He had upon his Feet 
the Shoes of the venerable Seth, as all the Princes of 
that moſt ſandiſed Stock were wont to have, upon 
ſuch ſolemn Occaſions ; and it is very remarkable, 
that thoſe ſacred Relicks always fit the Feet of all. 
who are worthy to wear them, as exactly as if they 
were made on Purpoſe for them. He carried the 
staff of Abraham, and the Bow of the mighty I/hmae!, 
and for his Device, had the venerable Banner of 
Agyßt diſplayed and bore before him; in this tri- 
umphant Manner, riding in the midſt of all his 
Company, he approached the Market-Place, and, as 
the Sun from the Eaſt, at his firſt Appearance in 
the Morning, expanding his glorious Rays all around, 
gilds the Surface of the Earth, and brings a joyful. 
Chearfulneſs along with him, even ſo did Haſbem, at 


s his firſt Entrance into that vaſt Square, enliven the Spi- 


rits of all the expecting Aſſembly ; the glorious Rays 
of his Countenance ſpreading intirely over the Place, 
and ſtriking the admiring Eyes of his Beholders 
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(4) Here the Author alludes to the fabulous Traditions of the 
Mahometans, concerning many Things they hold to have been 
Actually ſent down from Heaven, ready made. See Page 62. about 
Adam's Shoes, Oc. he left to his Cecfed Son Serh. EO 
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298 Mahometiſm Ex plain, 
with an awful Dread, mixt with Deferenes aud 
Veneration. r 
When the Relations of Salma, and the reſt of the 
Nobility, ſaw their Arrival, with Signs of univertal 
Joy and Reſpect, they advanced towards thein, With 
great State and Gravity; yet ſo, that Satisfaction, 
Peace and a hearty Welcome, were evidently viſible Wl * « 
in every Feature of their Faces; and, aſſiſting them ll « 
to alight from their Horſes, they were conducted to, 
and ſeated in the Stations prepared for their Recep 
tion, according to the laudable Cuſtoms and Hoſpita- 
lity of thoſe People ; and the Place where theſe noble 
Gueſts had diſmounted, was inſtantly ſurrounded 
with infinite Numbers of Spectators; amongſt whom 
the accurſed Satan, followed by many Hundreds of 
Blood-tbirſty, miſbelieving Je, from Tarhbrib, land 
ſeveral other Parts of the Country, failed not to be pre Ml *© 
ſent at this ever-memorable Marriage-Treaty. 
Silence having been commanded, and fo ſtrictly 
obſerved, that not the leaſt Whiſper was to be heard 
among all that great Concourſe of People; it was firſt 
broken by Almutalib, Brother to Haſhem, who was the 
greateſt Orator, and the moſt eloquent of Speech 
of all his Tribe, and whoſe Prudence was held in 
high Eſteem by all. This illuſtrious Spokeſman 
ſtanding up, looking all round the Aſſembly, and fa- 
luting them all with a graceful and courteons Geſture, 
and a pleaſant ſmiling Countenance, he made them 


the following Harangue; 3 
Jo God alone, who is the moſt Mighty King of 
© all Kings, be the Praiſe! To Him who hath ſeated 
* us in his own City, and hath appointed us to be 
* the Princes and Rulers thereof ; who hath endow- 
„ ed us with His divine Grace, and hath poured 
down upon us ſo large a Share of his Bounties, 
„ Bleſſings and Mercies : To Him alone be all Glory 
„% We are God's own peculiar Gueſts, inhabiting His 
< fanified Manſion, in which we are diſtinguiſhed 
* by the Honourable Titles of The Lord's own Ser- 


. vent, 


& 
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% vants, both we and all Our Poſterity. We are the 
* eſpecially Elected from among all the Nations of 
© the Earth; the Choſen of the Almighty ; particula- 
« rized by the Blazon'of a glorious and reſplendent 
4 Light, whereby we are guided; and which deſcendeth 
don to us from the ſupreme Throne, its native 
4 Center, that beatified Abode of all Purity, where 
m WW © no Uncleanneſs can exiſt : And this ſame ineſtima- 
to, Wl © ble and peculiar Mark of Diſtinction hath been 

© tranſmitted to us, as an Inheritance, even from our 
4 firſt Original Father; paſſing through the Loins 
& of the moſt eminent Worthies, and the Wombs of 
© the chaſteſt and moſt recluſe Matrons, from Fa- 
* ther to Son ſucceſſively, in a direct, 5 

Line, down to Lai, Caebu, and Kuſai, till at la 
«it came to be inherited by our Father and Ante- 
© ceſſor Abdulmenaf, who held it, *till having run 
% the regular Courſe, it was by him, transferred to 
* this our Brother Haſhem, who, among all Men, is 
the Lamp and Luminary of the preſent Age, and 
* the Protector and Defender of our Laws. We 
* are free from all Manner of Fornication or Impu- 
* rity, and all the vile Confequences thereof; which 
* unclean Practices, as the Almighty Creator hath 
* {ſtrictly forbidden us to uſe, but, on the contrary, 
* commanding us to join in lawful Matrimony, 
| * 1n order to avoid that Sin; ſo our Brother Haſhem, 
* guided by God, and having His Fear before his 
* Eyes, is come hither, as you fee, accompanied by 
„his Brethren and Kinſmen, to aſk of you, with all 
* due Honour and Reſpect, That you conſent to give 
him for his lawful Spouſe the matchleſs Salma, only 
* Daughter to Omar; which illuſtrious Lady is here 
in the Preſence of all this honourable Company. 
* Conſider now among yourſelves what Anſwer you 
think proper to return to this our Propoſal ; and 
* aſſure yourſelves, that we will readily agree to 
* all your Demands, without the leaſt Heſitation 
Sor Omiſſion of any one ſingle Particular: Nor will 
| 60 we 
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* we offer any Thing, but what ſhall intig 1 
* to your Honour and Advantage. And nom ging 
* we have acquainted you with our Intentions 
© ſire you will be pleaſed to let us know 

* ſolutions in this Affair. r 
Here Almutalib concluded his Speech, and wWaltel 
Expectation of an Anſwer; when Omar, whom it m 
of all concerned to ſpeak, began thus; Peace u 
Eternal Bliſs, the higheſt Honour and Venetian 
all Reverence and Regard is due to you alone, Oi" 
* moſt ſelect and illuſtrious Heroes! Nobleſt among 
* all the Tribes! Chief of the Inhabitants of-the 
* ſacred and venerable Temple! In Anſwer to yum 
Affair, I ſay, in the Name of us all here preſent 
That we are wholly content to gratify your gr: 
* ous and honourable Requeſt, and joyfully apree 
that the Marriage may be concluded; ſince it is 
„highly our own Intereſt, and ſo much for our own 
* Honour, to conſent to a Propoſal, which ſo con: 
_ © ſpjenouſly tends to the ennobling our Country, and 
* our Family. I ſay, therefore, O Haſhem, That . 
* both I and my Daughter, are intirely at yon 
** Service and Devotion; and we ſhall eſteem your Ac Wi, 
** ceptance as the greateſt Honour could happen to us, 
But as my Daughter's high Rank, her great Wealth, 
Intereſt and Eſtate, the high Eſteem and Veneration 
the whole Country hath for her, and her own Vir- 
tue and unblemiſhed Character, are all ſufficiently 
notorious to recommend her, I make it my Re- 
queſt, that you will aſſign her a competent and 
equivalent Dowry, Preſents, &c. which may be to 
* the Liking, Satisfaction and Approbation of all this 

« Aſſembly. — 
* We will give you, ſaid Almutalib, One hundred 
* She-Camels, all of them young, ſtrong and ſound, 
* without any Blemiſh : See what you deſire more. 
— The Infernal Serpent, upon this Occaſion, failed 
not to place himſelf, juſt at Omar's Elbow, and gave 
him private Advice, to ſay, That the Offer * * 
| | 1ttie, 
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tle, and that he could not agree to it. — Omar then 
eplied; What you r omiſe us, loung-Man, is no wiſe con- 
unable to my Daughter s Condition and Rank ,, Tou muſt 
104 bigher, if you intend to haue her. We will, beſides 

« the Camels, ſaid Almutalib, give you a Thouſand 
Golden-Ducats. — The accurſed Satan ſaid to 
mar; ©* Tell him, that it is" too little; that you 
© will not take it; and that it is not at all anſwerable 
to your Daughter's Fortuffe and Merit. Omar 
anſwered; © Your Offers, Sir, are good; but you 
* muſt ſtill advance higher; I cannot agree to this. 
4 Well, replied Almutalib; Becauſe you ſhall be in- 
„ tirely ſatisfied, and have no Cauſe of Complaint, 
we will preſent her wherewithal to adorn her Perſon, 
Thirty Changes of Rayment, of the choiceſt Silks, 


Cle . . 
» MM wrought with Gold, of the Fabrick and Texture of (2) 
WM Z2ypt and Alireque or Iraquia ; Will all this content 
m N 1277 JO? 
n.. 3 . aye 6 Fee 2 
iy 2. 5 2 Ho 
at (a) Agypt is by the Arabs call'd Meſr, and by the Turks and Per- 
ur þavs, Milſir. When the Country is meant, the Arabians ſay Berr 
Meſr, that is, The Land of egypt; but the Word is more particu- 
eh adapted to the Capital City, which the Europeans call Grand 
Is, cairo, formerly Memr bis, corruptly ſo called by the Greeks, from its 
h. nore ancient Name Monf. — The proper Signification of Mer, 
ne 4 very populous Province, or a great City; in the Plural Amar. 
he Zebrews call Ægypt, in the Dual Number, Mybraim, alluding 
r. Bf to the Upper and Lower #gypr, or the Northern and Southern, or 
y the Eaſtern and Weſtern, as it is divided by the Nik. — It muſt be 


oblerved, That the old Monf, or Memphis, was ſeated on the Weſt- 
die of the Nite, and all that has been fince built by the Arabs, from 

Lime to Time, is on the Eaſt-ſide, oppoſite to it. — My Spaniſh 
Moor always writes it Migera., By Alireque he ſurely muſt mean 
IS chat Province our Hiſtorians call 1raquia, and the Mahowetans Erac 
or rac. This is, indeed, the proper Name of two Countries, diſtin- 
guiſhed by the Titles of Erac el Agemi, the Perſian Erac, and Erac 
dab, and ſometimes Erac Babeli, that is, the Arabiin and the Baby- 
lonian Erac, — The ancient Geographers and Hiſtorians called this 
Erac, and the other Giatal, or the Mountains, which is likewiſe often 
called Xoubeſtan, — Traquia is a Province of Aſia, which, on the 
Weſt, Borders upon the Deſart of Arabia and Gezirah, otherwiſe 
Diarbiker or Meſopotamia z its Border on the South, is another De- 
ſart adjoining to the former, and the Gulph of Perſia, with Part of 
A bon ziſtan 


if 
lf 
; 


the ſame Quantity of Musk, with Ten largeCheſl 


feſted his notorious Impudence upon this Octafion, 


Omar, quite out of Patience, turned towards the 


cc 4 larger Dowry, & c. than what, in Reaſon, they 


Province the Greeks and Romans called Chaldea and Babylon; and it is | 
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* you? ” The Fiend ftill made Signs to O 
ſhould return a negative Anſwer ; who, almoß pet e 
Countenance, rephted to Almutalib; * Your Offs; 
<< nm 


are, in Reality very great; for the which 50 in 


my thankful Acknowledgements ; but if you, Plat 
* to make fome ſmall Addition to what'yoit have al 


* ready promifed ns, it will be taken as an Oblips 
tion. © To oblige you, ſaid Anh Fil 
„ add One hundred (a) Aluday of Amber-greaſt and 


ce 


cc 


of Camphire : See if you can be ſatisfied with What 
we have condeſcended to grant. But as nothing 
is ſufficient, to abaſh the ſhameleſs Satan, fo he mani 


ſaying out aloud; “ All they have hitherto propoſed 
* to give for your Daughter, is by far too little.” 


Fiend, and ſaid; Have you neither Fear nor Shame 
< in you, you malicious, unmannerly old Dotard, 


* to affront me after this manner, to exact from them, 


7 ; 
1 * n 


Khouxiſtan or Suſiant; on the Eaſt is borders on Giabal, the Moun- | 
tain Erac, which is the Parthia of the Ancients. The laſt Town of 
Iraquia, on that fide is Hulvan, from whence it ſtretches towards the 
North as far as Meſopotamia. —— This Province runs along both ſides 
of the Tigris, as Zzgypt includes both ſides of the Nile. The Length 
of it from Takri: to Abadan, where the Tigris falls into the Gulpti 
of Perſia, which is North-Eaſt and South-Weſt, is Twenty Days 
Journey, according to the Perſian Geographers. — This is the 


not unlikely, that the Name of Erac, given it by the Arabs, comes 
from the Hebrew Ireb, a Town in the Province of Caſhdim or Chaldea. 
abel or Babylon, was its Metropolis under the Aſſyrians 3 under 
the Coſroet it was Midani, and under the Saracens or Arabs it Was 
and ſtill is, the City Bagdat. 2 


(a) Here I can but gueſs at my Author's meaning, this Word 
Aludas being very obſcure, nor do I know any thing like it but thoſe 
little Shells we vulgarly call Blackmoor's Teeth, and the Negro 
Women in Barbar are very fond of, and call E/-Oudab, It is probable 
the Word here means ſome fort of Weights; | 
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« ought to give? How long muſt I endure your 
« ſhameleſs Inſolence? I, for my Part, am altogether 
« confounded and out of Countenance, to ſee their 
great Patience at ſuch prodigious and extravagant 
„ Nemands, and at what they have already had the 
® Goodneſs to agree to! If you imagine, their Conde- 
« ſcentions great, replied the Infernal Fiend, we look 
4 upon them with a different Eye; and, in our 
„Opinions, all their Preſents are very inſignificant: 
© You ought to ask of them more than they are able 
«to comply with; for we will anſwer all your De- 
© mands, far more to your Daughter's Intereſt and 
Advantage, than they can ever pretend to do; and 
„ 2mongſt us, we will lay down upon the Spot, 
© both Camels, Apparel, Slaves, ©c. for the Secu- 
* rity of the Performance of all we agree to, till you 
* are intirely ſatisfied : And therefore, ſince theſe 
Strangers ought to have no further Pretenſions of 
* marrying Salma, it is your Buſineſs to demand 
* of them more than they are worth, or able to ac- 
* compliſh. * 9 
To this Almutalib replied in theſe Words; Speak 
* your Mind, Old-Man; Let us hear your Propoſals; 
and if your Words carry any thing that is reaſon- 
* able along with them, we will ſtill condeſcend, tho? 
* 1t ſhould at our further Expence. Well, ſaid the 
Devil, obſerve then, what I have to ſay : The 
* Dowry you are to make this Lady, ſuitable to her 
Fortune, Character and Condition, is this; You 
* muſt build for her an Alcaſſer, or Palace, which 
ſhall be ſuſtained in the Air, in ſuch wiſe, that it 
© may be the Admiration of all that behold it: It 
* muſt be in Length a whole Day's Journey, the 
* ſame in Breadth, and as much in Height; inſomuch, 
that no Fabrick that ever was, or ever will be in 
the World, can hold the leaſt Competition with it:; 
and from the Turrets whereof the Proſpect may be ſo 
ſituated, that the Sight may reach ſo far, as plainly 
and clearly to diſcern the Ships in the Sea, as they are 
| “ ſailing 


| | | "i 3 * : 
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* ſailing towards the Weſt, and every thing tha ;," 
* tervenes between the ſaid Palace, enter. 
cc 7 2 . bo gate. 
„ a Month's Journey from it: And likewife, thaty 
** cauſe a River, divided into Three Branches, tome 
into the A/caſſer ; each of which Branches; ſhall be 
„very deep, large and rapid Currents, capable for 
Ships to ſail therein; and upon the Banks of Wither 
Torrents, you ſhall plant Date-Trees; at at erad 
Diſtance from each other, meaſured byCampaſ, 
© and fo ordered, that the Boughs of one may 
that which is next it; and that theſe Trees may 
© produce ripe and delicious Fruits of all Sorts, at 
„all Seaſons; And, laſtly, that theſe Rivers, plant 
© after the manner I have deſcribed, may take theit 
* Courſe from the Sea of Uzmen, till they evacuate Ml | 
< themſelves into Iraquia. \ 
Almutalib, who by this Time, had intirely loſt all Ml © 
Patience, made the pernicious Serpent in Diſguiſe 
this Anſwer; © Hold your Tongue, you malicious, 
* lying, prevaricating old Villain! Your impotentEnvy 
* 1s viſibly evident in all you ſay : Nor need you add 
* any more, to convince us of your incoherent Folly, 
or rather Madneſs; as likewiſe of the Baſeneſs of 
your Principles. — I will accompliſh, ſaid the 
Devil, all this, and much more, if it is required at 
my Hands, provided they will marry me to Salns, 
* and will but drive away all theſe New-Comers from 
© hence; and I am certain, that it is very convenient, 
and the intire Intereſt and Deſire of all her Family, 
e that ſhe ſhould rather be married here amongſt our- 
“ ſelves, than to a Foreigner. 
Salma, upon hearing this, cryed out from within, 
with an audible Voice, that ſne might be heard by the 
whole Aſſembly, ſaying; That they ſhould, by no means, 
give heed or agree to any Thing that was propoſed 
to them, by that falſe, lying, impertinent Old Ruff 
fan. To which, Armon, that rebellious, blood- 
thirſty Tyrant, made Anſwer; I am very ſorry to 
* hear you talk fo, and to give ſuch pernicious Cong: 


ce 
cc 
cc 
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This Holy Man is the wiſeft and moſt learned 
„among the Learned and the Wiſe; his great Fame, 
for Piety, Sanctity and Wiſdom, is ſpread all over 
& Arabia and Iraquia ; The Cauſe which he defends is 
% juſt and equitable it being but reaſonable, that you 
6% marryandremain amongourſelves,and not be carried 
* away from hence; and we will fully agree to, and 
„ comply with all, whatſoever they have offered you, 
* without omitting the leaſt Particular; nay, we will 
ic © give more if required. 7 | 

ar /s replied; © You have, certainly, no Senſe 
2+ © of Shame in thoſe brazen, deformed Faces of yours! 
Wl © How can you, elſe, be ſo importunately trouble- 
i © ſome to one who abhorreth and deteſteth you fo 
* much as I do? I never will accept of any of your 
Goods or Preſents, no more than I will receive thoſe 
* of that infamous Old Infidel, who maketh ſuch ma- 


(> MW © licious and inconſiſtent Propoſals; and who, in all he 
s MW © bath uttered here, hath not ſaid one Syllable of 
Truth: Aſſure yourſelves, that I will never have 
any thing to do, either with you or with him; 
„and, that though the whole Fabrick of the World 
F © ſhould be reverſed, I can never be content with any 


Man but Haſhem ; ſo let me be no more importuned 
* or moleſted by any of you. 1 
Then ſaid the Traytor Armon; You ſhall never 
then have your Will, you may depend upon it; and 
here you are like to continue in ſpite of all Oppo» 
* ſers what ſoever: And, immediately, riſing up, 
he beckoned to the Fews and called upon them, (in a 
Tone which gave evident Signs of his villainous 
Intents) who were all ready waiting, and approached 
in a tumultuous Manner, with their naked Weapons 
in their Hands, which, till then, they had kept con- 
cealed under their Garments. 3 = 
When our Heroes, the Sons, &c. of Abdulmenaf, 
beheld this, inſtantly recollecting the Dream of 
their Brother Heſhem, they took it for granted, that 
what he had prognoſticated to them, concerning that 
X p Dteam, 
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Dream, was now fulfilled; and, with a Great hot 
Soul peculiar to themſelves, thoſe Forty Chains 
drew out their Sabres, and, like fearleſs undated 
Lions, intrepidly fell upon that fierce, accurſed"and | 
numerous Band of miſbelieving Infidels ; and, notwith. 
ſtanding the vaſt Diſproportion of Numbers, our Wor- 
thies began the Allault, ſpurred on by their innate 
Valour and Magnamimity, and by the illuſtriouz 
| generous Blood that boiled within their noble 'Breafts 
' nothing regarding the great Advantage thoſe cowardly 
Traytors had over them, but made a glorious Attack 

upon thoſe their unworthy Adverſaries ; wounding, 

hacking, diſmembring, ſplitting, cutting in two at 

the Waſte, killing and deſtroying them, running here 

and there on every Side, driving them out of Order, 

and, where-ever they appear'd, filling theſe baſe Scoun- 

drels with Terror and Confuſion ; breaking all their 

Ranks in fo effectual a Manner, that having, intirely 

routed them, they finally ran away in a Fright, cur- 

ling and blaſpheming. The whole Market-Place was 

covered with Blood, which ran like a Torrent from the 
numerous Wounds our Heroes diſtributed, and the 
Carcaſſes of thoſe who fell by their Hands, lay in 
Heaps all about, nor could any Reſiſtance avail them 
againſt thoſe Thunder - bolts of Death, who fought 
like Lions. — A/mutalib ſingled ont the 
execrable Traytor Armon ; and notwithſtanding the 
Miſcreant made ſome Efforts in his own Defence, he 
was laid extended on the Ground, divided into two 
Pieces, without its being in the Power of any of his 
Followers to prevent. his Fate, 
When He who is the Author of all Confuſion, faw 
this great Deſtruction and Ruin, which had been all 
of his own kindling, he endeavoured to make off from 
the Field of Battle, and to put himſelf in Security, to 
avoid further Shame, according to his uſual Cuſtom; 
And as he was about to withdraw, Haſhem chances 
to ſee him, and flew upon the baſe Wretch before 
he could hide himſelf, and laid him on fo 105 
givin 
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giring him ſuch ſtupify ing Strokes on the Head, that 
he fell down at his Feet, groveling with his Mouth in 
the Duſt, Haſhem himſelf falling Iikewiſe at the ſame 
Time; and when the Light which Haſhem bore on his 
Forehead, ſhined upon the Fiend and covered him, 
he lay yelling and hi/}ing like a Serpent. . | 
Salma, hearing the extraordinary Shouts which 


were made upon that Occaſion, ran out of her Tent, 


tumbling and treading upon her Garments as ſhe ran; 
and when ſhe beheld them in that manner wallowing 
on the Ground, ſhe'cryed out and fail; © O Lord of 
* Power! Help Haſhem, I beſeech thee, and grant 
* that he may obtain the Victory over his treacher- 


* ous and blood-thirſty Adverfary! * And the 


Devil, when he found himſelf in ſuch an Extremity, 
felled to the Earth after that manner, and that all his 
Falſities, Diſguiſe and Snares were inſufficient to con- 
ceal him, he ſaid ; © Haſhem, deſiſt! Let me alone! 
* Proceed no farther! How far in your fruitleſs At- 
* tempts do you pretend to go? For know, that your 
* Efforts are all very much in vain, if you imagine 
* to take away my Life; your Strength, at preſent, 
you may reſt aſſured, can in no wile compaſs any 
* {ach Intent; nor does the Almighty permit you ſo 
* todo; for know, That (a) I am of the Number of 
* thoſe who are Doomed to complain until the Day 
* of Judgment. JE 

Haſhem then replied; © Avaunt, Satan, thou baſe 
Miſcreant! Mayſt thou be confounded and all thy 
* Devices! Thou who haſt been the Cauſe of ſo many 
Miſchiefs among the Servants of the Almighty 
* Creator!” And having ſaid this, he left him, and 
went to ſee what was become of his Companions, and 
what they had done with their faithleſs Enemies. He 
found them all, not one being loſt or milling ; neither 


oO © I 
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(a) Alluding to that Notion of theirs, That on the Laſt-Day, 
When Iſ-afil ſounds his Trumpet, all Living Creatures, Angels, Men 
nd Deyils ſhall die, and laſt of all 4zarge} the Angel of Death. 
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was there much Danger, conſidering the W 
| Wretches they had to deal withal. He calledWwwm 
together, deſiring them to put an End to the Sltaph- 
ter, telling them, That he had Reaſon to be e. 
That ail the Blood that had been ſpilt was through the 
means of Satan. In this manner ended the Battle, at 
the Expence of ſo many Lives, which were ken 
away by thoſe our invincible Heroes, the impenetrable 
Bulwark of the Light; the Jes remaining fo highly 
incenſ-d, that their implacable Hatred and Malice, 
againſt our Holy Pro 


phet Mahomet, hath continued 
ever ſince, to this Day. LY 


Omar ben Azadin, the Bride's Father, pacified all, and 
made Peace for the preſent ; and the Marriage Rites 
were concluded without any Interruption or Incon- 
veniency; And, inſtead of a'.Collation or Feaſt, as 
was uſual, to entertain the Company and all who 
came upon ſuch Occaſions, Salma ordered many rich 
and conſiderable Preſents to be given out, and diſtri 
buted large Sums of Money among all the People, who 
happened to be there; and, after having, with herown 
Hands, perfumed the Robes of Haſhem, and his Friends, 


with moſt precious and coſtly Gums, they all joyfully 
took their Way towards lathrib. 9 


CHAP. 
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CH A P. IIII. 


Almutalib goes with a rich Preſent to Salma, 
which ſhe requites with one much greater. Her 
Relation of her firſt Marriage to Uchaichate. 
Hu vaſt Wealth, The number of his Wives. 
Salma's Contract with him, His ſordid 
Temper, and groundleſs Fealouſy. He treats her 
very unworthily, and confines her in a Caſtle, 
where he perpetually watches and perſecutes her. She 
endeauours to eſcape, but cannot. Is delivered of 
a Son. Her politick Contrivance and Eſcape. 
Gets ſafe to ber Father. Her Proteſtation and 
firm Reſolution, never to return to her unworthy 
Husband. Her none to Almutalib. The 
Conſummation of the Nuptials. The Bride con- 
ceiveth with a Male-Child the firſt Night, which 
was known by the Light's being 1 from 
Haſhem's Forehead to herss Haſhem's great 

Toy thereat, 


K 


[ 


E ſame Evening, after the Celebration 
of the Nuptials, Haſbem ſent his Bro- 
ther A/mutalib to pay a Viſit to Salma, 
and to convey to her a great Quantity 
of very rich and coftly Jewels from 
him, which he ſent as a Pledge or Confirmation of her 
„being hisspouſe. She received the Preſent, and in Re- 
_— quital 


2310 Mahometiſm Explain d. 
quital for the ſame, returned a Preſent much greata 
than an Equivalent. The Diſcourſe that ſhe held h 
Almutalib was as follows. | 1 


r 
. 

* * 8 Fs 
898 
1 I. 1 * aw A 


FFC 


The HisToxy of S AL. MA. 


[| Intreat you, my worthy Brother Almutalib, give 
Ear to my Words, and hear me out patiently, 
without Interruption, while I relate to you my whole 
Hiſtory at large. You are to underſtand, That! 
was married once before, and have been under the Sub- 
jection of another Hufband, beſides this to whom I 
am now wedded, Wy 3: 0 
The Name of that my firſt Spouſe was Uchaichate: 
He was the moſt wealthy Man of his Time, both in 
Lands and Effects, and in Nobility and Deſcent he 
was inferior to none, nor had he ſcarce any Equals. 
He was poſleſſed of innumerable Droves and Herds of 
all Sorts of Cattle, Camels, Cows and Sheep; and 
was the Owner of a great Number of Slaves and Ser- 
vants, prodigious Groves of Date-Trees, and Grounds 
of vaſt Extent. * 3 5 , 
Beſides her, who is now in your Preſence, he had 
Ninety-nine Wives, all which he had taken when 
they were young and beautiful Virgins. When he 
married me, I made ſuch an Agreement with him, 
that had he afterwards ſtood firm to his Word and 
Promiſe, my Happineſs had been complete : In my 
Capitulation I engaged him, That if, at any Time, 
either in Earneſt or in Jeſt, he ſhould act any thing 
contrary to my Inclination, or ſhould make me un- 
ealy by the leaſt Ill-treatment, which I ſhould not 
have deſerved through bad Conduct, nor had given 
him any other Provocation to uſe me ſo, that then, 


lt 
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in ſuch Caſe, it ſhould be lawful for me to leave him: 
without being obliged to give him any Reaſon for my 
ſo doing; nor ſhould it be in his Power to prevent my 
being divorced from him, and to remain intirely free 
from his Yoke. bt PE 
But as the Accounts which are caſt up by the Vaſſals, 
ſeldom agree with thoſe of the Lord; ſo my Reckon- 
ing proved quite wrong, as is ſaid to happen always 
to them, who reckon without their Heſt. My Deſtiny 
would have it ſo, that after I became his Wife, his 
natural Temper was quite altered : For firſt he 
conceived an Antipathy to my Father, and a perfect 
Abhorrence to my whole Family, and I, inſenſibly, 
found myſelf miſerably oppreſſed and miſuſed, and, 
in a Word, treated as if I had actually been his Ser- 
vant or Slave. 7 | 1 
When I perceived that all my Hopes were nipped 
in the Bud, and that my Spring was changed into a 
moſt rigid Winter; that my Health was impaired, and 
began to droop and decay, through the intolerable 
Captivity in which I paſſed my Life, I thought of 
having Recourſe to the Remedy I had pitched upon 
when I was a Virgin; but where-ever I went, I al- 
ways found the Gates and Doors ſecured with a Thou- 
ſand Locks. Seeing myſelf in ſo wretched a State, 
I fought all Means and Methods how I might deliver 
my ſelf from ſuch a miſerable Bondage, paſſing my 
Days very diſconſolately, racking my Invention 
perpetually to little purpoſe, and my Nights were al- 
ways ſpent without Sleeping, revolving a Thouſand 
Chimera's in my Brain, which all proved abortive ; 
for my Huſband had entertained ſo ſtrong a Suſpicion 
of me, and miſtruſted me ſo much, that he was 
generally upon the Watch; and to ſuch a Pitch was 
his Diffidence and Jealouſy arrived, that he wholly 
neglected all his Negotiations and Affairs, letting his 
moſt important Concerns run at Random, to apply 
himſelt intirely to inſpe&, with a vigilant Eye, into 
my Actions, which were now become his ſole Care. 
X 4 on He 
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| He conveyed me out of my Native City, at a away MW var 
Diſtance from all my Friends and Relations, 0 
Caſtle which he had purchaſed and fitted on purpoſe 
to make me unhappy : Here he held me under a Gl 
Confinement, which, in thoſe my tender Years, was 
ſo grievous to me, that my Life perfectly conſumed 
away in Miſery. „ - 
While I laboured under theſe Streights and Affi 
ctions, it pleaſed the Divine Goodneſs, that, amidſt 
ſo many Torments and ſo much Anguiſh, I ſhould 
| conceive and bring forth a Son, as ſome Aſſuagement 
of my Sorrow; not by Reaſon his Father altered my 
wretched Condition, or made my Life one Tot the 
eaſier, as Fathers, who rejoice at the Birth of their 
Children, or who take Delight in them, are wont to 
do; for, on the contrary, his inſupportable Humours | 
rather ſtill increaſed every Moment, as I found tomy Ill h 
Coſt. He was perpetually at my Side, and would Ml 1 
never be a Minute out of my Sight: And as it is Il 1 
a certain Truth, that the Part which is the moſt ſtrained, I f 
and pulled at moſt in Earneſt, never fails to break in d 
Time ; fo I, unable to endure it any longer, plucked 
up a Reſolution, and firmly determined to ſet my-ſelf 
at Liberty, even if I loſt my Life in the Attempt, 
and give one Puſh, to try if Fortune, who had turned 
her Wheel ſo much to my Damage, would aſſuſt me at 
melt Pack wy „ 
One Night, after I had lain down in my Bed, with 
my Huſband and my little Son, my Thoughts wholly 
taken up with the Indignities I underwent, my Heart 
ready to burſt with Anger and Reſentment, and, in 
ſhort, in a very ill Humour, and in great Suſpence, 
I took a ſtrong twiſted Silk-Thread, which I bound 
as hard as poſſibly I could, about the tender Leg of 
my beloved Child: The poor innocent Infant, whom 
I made ſuffer for the Crimes of another, cryed out 
moſt bitterly; as it is ſaid, That the Son ſhall ſome- 
zimes be puniſhed for the Sins of his Parents who begot 
him. His Father, who knew nothing of my Contri- 
| vance, 
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vance, was in great Trouble and Concern, and lay 
awake much longer than ordinary, the poor Child 
Rill crying; till, when the Night was about half 
ſpent, I ſottly looſened and took off the String from 
the harmleſs Babe's Leg, upon which he inſtantly was 
quiet, and both he and his Father cloſed their Eyes, 
and fell into a profound Sleep; but for my Part, I 
never once cloſed mine. oF" 3 

Reſolving to be ſure, I called my Huſband Twice, 
to try whether he was aſleep or awake; but finding he 
made me no Anſwer, I began to harbour ſome Hopes 
that my evil Deſtiny was weary of perſecuting me, 
and intended to afford me ſome Reſpite. So that, 


when I perceived all was ſafe, I leaped out of 


the Bed, as if it had been all on a Flame, and juſt 
ready to be reduced to Aſhes; when taking a Cord I 


had prepared, I tyed it round my Body, and, faſten- 


ing the other End between Two of the Parapets on the 


Top of the Tower in the Caſtle, I let my ſelf down 
| from thence, by Degrees, and with a great deal of 


Silence and Caution, till I had fixed my Feet upon 
the Ground; which I had ſcarce touched, when im- 
mediately I looſened myſelf and took the Way to- 
wards my Father's Houſe with incredible Swiftneſs. 
After the ſame Manner as doth a Bird, which hath 
eſcaped out of a Net or Snare, who hath no ſooner 
got looſe, but away he flies with much greater Velo- 


city than at other Times, juft ſo did I; and ſoon 


reached our Houſe; where, when I arrived, I was 
very joy fully received, and ſet up an inviolable Re- 
ſolution never again to return to Uchiachate's intoler- 
able and deteſted Yoke: Nor will I ever return to him 
again, tho' the whole Earth and all its Powers ſhould 
conſpire and combine together to compel me to it. 
„Now, dear Almutalih, I defire you to repeat all 


you have heard from my Mouth to your Brother, 


that he may be fully apprized of all my Misfortunes; 
* and that, as he is going to have the Remnant of 
"my once ſo unhappy Days within his Power, he 

„ =» may 
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may take Care to make Amends. for WRA! 
have already ſuffered; and that he may eve 
* the Cataſtrophe of that wretched Union i 
de his Memory, and may be better both in hipÞs 
« haviour, Treatment and 1 than that my 
<« firſt Huſband; and may fo order it, that when 
* he hath me in his Power, the continual Jarring 
* and Uneaſineſs I then underwent, may be change 
© into Concord and Unity, as I flatter myſelf with 
the Confidence of finding with him... 
Here Salma concluded her Diſcourſe, and Almutalih 
took his Leave, and returned to his Brother, to whom 
he related all he had heard, at the which he was 
highly ſurprized. That very Night the Nuptials were 
conſummated with exceeding great Joy, to the mutual 
Satisfaction of thoſe Two illuſtrious Lovers: And the 
more exquiſite was Haſhem's Joy, becauſe, on that 
fame Night, the Light paſſed away from him to Sal 
ma (through the Permiſſion and 1mmenſe Goodneſs | 
of God) which was the Thing he moſt of all defired 
and languiſhed for: So that in the Morning, the Bride 
was known to have conceived with a Male Branch of 
the pure and immaculate Lebt, which was the Banner 
or Blazon of the Heir-Male of that Choſen Lineage. 
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OBE 

: 

1 

« 

: WM Haſhem's exceſſive Foy at his Bride's Conception. 

$M Prepares to take a Journey, His Dilouſe 

e with her before his Departure. His Speech to his 

Brethren, & c. at his taking his Leave; with his 

"WM Charge to them. Appoints his Brother Almuta- 

f by 1 ; | : 

lib 20 Officiate in his Abſence, He ſets out. 

Arrives at Axem, where he buys abundance of 

(i rich Things for Salma. Being read) to return, he 

falls dangerouſly ill. His Speech to his Friends 

and Followers. His Letter to his Brothers and 
| Siſters at Mecca. His Death and Burial, The 


Cavalcade of Moarners return to Yathrib. Their 
ſorrowful . Proceſſion. Are met by Salma and 
great Numbers of People, with inexpreſſible Grief 
and Lamentation, Salma's ſad Complaints, 
The univerſal Mourning that was made for Ha- 
ſnem' Death, eſpecially at Mecca, upon the 
reading his Letter. Abdolmutalib # horn. 


f — 


owe, his Bride, he conceived the greateſt Joy 
aa and Satisfaction he ever had in the 

Courſe of his whole Life before; ſeeing 
he had now be got an Heir and Succeſſor of the Number 


3 


under to his dear and deſerving Spouſe, he madeÞPy. 


< ſing in the Sight of the Almighty Lord, and give 
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of the Eledled! And that he might acquit himifalf d 
the Promiſes he had made, and the Obligation h 


parations to go and take a Journey, in order to pur. 


ce 
chaſe for her the Pearls, Jewels and Apparel which a. 
Right belonged to her. Before his Departure, be cl | 
Her aſide into a private Appartment, and, in"a me K 
affectionate and tender Manner, ſpake to her in td te 
Words; | x 


* My deareſt and moſt beloved Spouſe ! Give Ex c 
* to what I am about to ſay unto you, which I Ip * 
with all Honour and Deference due to your great 5 
< Merit. The Child you have conceived in youll © 
* Womb, is a moſt Holy and Beatified Male-Child; “, 
* and whom I recommend to your Care, in the am © 
Manner as Adam recommended his Off-ſpring, an . 
< as his After - Poſterity have ever ſince continued to 
* do, from Father to Son, with the utmoſt Caution WW « 
* and Regard. If it ſhall ſo happen, that you axe de. 
* livered of him in my Abſence, I charge you, that « 
* you have the ſame Care for him, as you have Wl « 
< for the Light of your Eyes. Be mind ful, my. Dear, Ml «: 
* he hath many Enemies: Depend upon it, thole I « 
< perfidious Traytors the Zews, bear him a mortal Wl « 
Hatred; for the Enemies of the Father, will, aſſured: «: 


ey, be ſo ta the Son likewiſe. When he is grown up 


* paſt his Childhood, ſend him, under the Protection il « 
* of his Uncles, to the ancient and noble City of ll « 
& Mecca, the Seat of his Anceſtors, the Abode of all. 


< his Friends and Kindred, and the Source from 
hence he deriveth his Honour, and which is bis 


* Patrimony and rightful Inheritance. I conjure you, 
% Salma, That you never deviate, in one ſingle Tittle, 
“ from this my Injunction ; in the punctual Obſer 
*« -vance whereof, you will infallibly do what is plex 


** me the higheſt Satisfaction. 
Salma replyed; © I ſhall moſt willingly obey you 
nn all you have enjoyned me, exactly according Ja 
dF 


Mahometiſm Explain d. 317 
; RY”: | 1 BP 
4 your Deſire, and I ſolemnly promiſe you jt ſhall 
* he punually performed; and although, with your 
Words and Proceedings, you have ſtrangely ſurpri- 
© zed and diſturbed my Thoughts, yer I truſt in God 
„you will return again in og 1 
Preſently after this, Haſhem called together his Bro- 
thers and Kinſmen, and began to admoniſh them 
with Expreſſions of the moſt ſincere Love and Friend- 
ſhip; and, in ſuch a Manner, as if he bad abſolutely 
foreſeen, that it would be the laſt Advice he ſhould 
ever give them: And it is a Token of the greateſt Pru- 
dence in any one who hath the Fore-knowledge of bis ap- 
proaching End, to ſettle Affairs for the Time to come 
a if bis laſt Hour was actually arrived. : 
O Sons of Abdulmenaf, ſaid he, my Brothers, my 
* Kinſmen, and my deareſt Friends! upon whoſe 
* Shoulders reſteth the great Charge of cultivating 
* and propagating the Sacred Worſhip of the True 
Divinity: You are very ſenſible, that Death is the 
* common and univerſal Road by which all Crea- 
* tures that have once breathed the Breath of Life, 
© muſt indubitably paſs: The Old, the Young, and 
„the Infant, muſt, of neceſſity, taſte the Bitterneſs 
thereof; Emperors and Kings, Peaſants and Beg- 
gars; It is a Lot whereof every one mult partake, 
* without any Exception of Perſons; for, when the 
Hour is come, All are indiſpenſibly obliged to ſub- 
mit to the fatal Stroke. —— I am now going to 
„leave you, and am uncertain whether or no His 
Divine Majeſty, in this my intended Journey, 
* will think fit to ordain, that I ſhall be removed from 
7 this Life to the next; wherefore, I cecommend unto 
. You Peace, Concord and Brotherly Love. Be hoſ- 
' Pitable and liberal in your Houſes, and charitably 
Z aſſiſt and comfort the Poor and the Diſtreſſed. Let 
there be no Diviſions nor Animoſities among you, 
= but be unanimous in your Councils; for, if you 
„ Cheriſh an inviolable Union among yourſelves, you 
vill be reſpected and revered above Kings and 
** Monarchs. 
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* Monarchs. It is my Will and Deſire, a m dus 
* dearly beloved Brother A/muta{ib, be inſtituted * 
J officiate in my Name and Station, during m An * 

* ſence ; he being qualified and highly worthy-ofthat eve 
** Dignity : And, it I happen to die, I charge 0 
** to inftall him, and to put into his Poſſelſon 
my. whole Eſtate and Dominions; Reſpe& and 
* Hanour him in my Name, and deliver up'ts hin 
the Keys of Mecca, ot the Temple, and of the Hyly 
* Relicks ; give him the Keys of the Council-Chamher, 
and of all the Archi ves; give into his Poſſeſſhon:the 
* Banner of-Xeypt, the ancient Shoes, and the Boot 
* Iſhmael; and, in fine, the whole Patrimony which 
* I inherited {rom my Father. Do, in all Reſpects az 


L have enjoy ned you; And, as I intirely confide in wi 
ce ou, 1 charge you, above all Things, That bu 8 
> A particular Care and Regard of the Infant Ml .. 
* Salma ſhall bring forth, who will prove a very  < 
* eminent and famous Man; and that when he'ar Wl «. 
* riveth to Years of Maturity, you deliver up into Wl <« 
* his Poſſeſſion every individual Article, in the ſame MI .. 
* Manner as I now deliver the ſame, and recommend I «. 
e all to your Management; it being his undoubted . 
* Right, and, iu Juſtice, belonging unto him. i < 
This they all unanimouſly promiſed to ſee pun&ually MI 

performed, tho' they were very much troubled at his 
Diſcourſe, for it generally happeneth, That the Hearts il , 


of Men are apt to be touched and diſturbed at ſuch 
Prophetick and Ominous Arguments, as if they portendel 
Some approaching Evil. : 5 1 
After theſe Diſcourſes had paſſed between them, 
Haſhem, with Joy and Sereneneſs in his Countenance, 
took his Leave, and departed from Tarbrib : He was 
accompanied in this Journey by ſeveral noble Per: 
ſonages of his own chuſing, beſides a numerous Train 
of Menial Servants and Followers, who conſtantly 
attended upon him where ever he went. „ 
With this Retinue he arrived at Axem, where he 
bought all Things neceſſary: He purchaſed a great 
Quantit/ 
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Quantity of very rich and coſtly Garments, and all 
the fineſt Curioſities he could find; and when all was 
in a Readineſs, and depoſited in perfumed Cheſts, and 
erery Thing in proper Order for his Departure and 
Return Home (which he intended to do early the next 
Morning) it pleaſed the Divine Majeſty, that his In- 
tents ſhould be fruſtrated, aiſd that he ſhould there 
end his Days; for ſo it was Written; That was his 
Deſtiny, and his Hour was come: And as he was gone 
to Bed in order to take his Reſt, he was wounded with 
that fatatand concluſive Stroke, whereof every Living- 
Creature muſt indiſpenſibly partake. : I 
When he found himſelf oppreſſed with an exceſſive 
and mortal Pain, he cauſed all thoſe of his Retinue 
who had accompanied him thither, to be aſſembled to- 
gether about him; to whom he ſaid ; ** I charge you 
* all to depart from hence, and* let nothing-detain 
* you here any longer; for moſt certain it is, that I 
© am a dead Man, and my Time of Life is compleat= 
* ed: You ſhall be the Meſſengers of my Death; for 
* the Divine Decrees of the Almighty muſt be accom- 
* Pliſhed, when and where He pleaſeth, nor is His 
* Sacred Will to be contradicted. O how true is 
* that Prophetick Saying of Old, That One Friend 
* ſhall be parted from another! Happy is he who 
* breathes his Laſt among his deareſt Friends and 
* Relations, in his own Houſe, where he 1s cheriſhed 
and aſſiſted by All! 4 
His Friends and Companions omitted nothing they 
could ſay to comfort him, though they were all ex- 
ceedingly overwhelmed with Sorrow to behold him in 
that Condition, he being extremely beloved and reſpe- 
Gted by all in general; and, notwithſtanding the many 
preſſing Arguments he uſed, he could never prevail 
with any one of them all to leave him, they being 
ſully determined to ſtay till they had ſeen the defini- 
tive Gaſp of their beloved Prince. — He paſled the 
whole Night in a perfect Agony, and, at Break of Day, 
be, with a very weak and faint Voice, called — 
en 


5 : „ „ 
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Pen, Ink and Paper, and as he lay upon the Bed, ſo mu 
ſpent that he could ſcarce ſupport himſelf, be, with 
a trembling Hand, wrote the following ſhort Letter, | 


Hasnems LETTER to by 
Brothers, &c. 


T Du, my Brethren of the Eledted Tribe, in thele 


Lines I now write, I ſend my Wiſhes for your 
Health and Salvation. I groe you hereby to underſtand, 
That as I was ready to take my Fourney, in order 10 
return to you, the Command of the Moſt High Lord wa 
ſent me, whoſe Holy Pleaſure it is, That I go and appear 


before the Tribunal of His moſt ſtrict Fuſtice ; That I bid) 


Farewell to this World, and to all its Vanities, Snares 
and bewitching Allurements: And ſeeing that Life and 
Death are at the Diſpeſal of the Almighty Creator, and 
that every Mortal muſt, indiſpenſibly, appear before Hu 


Tudgment Seat, His Holy Decree muſt be obeyed, both 


bere and in every other Place whatſoever. of 
I berewith ſend you my Worldly Goods to be divided 
amonęſt you; and I remit to your bonourable, juſt and 


zmpartial Direction, all my other Affairs in general. | 


My Daughters I recommend to your Care, confiding, that 
you will rank them in the Number of your own Children: 
And, when they are Marriageable, fail not to procutt 


ſuitable Matches for them, with no leſs Candour than i} 


they were your own. Deliver from me my tender 
Remembrance and Salutation to her, who, in this Liſe, 


was the Lamp and the Light of mine Eyes, the Foy of 


my Heart, and my greateſt Regale: I beg of you, for tht 
Love of God, if I ever deſerved any Favour at yout 
Hands, That you viſit and comfort her, oftner, or with 
more Affection, than if I had been Living: Call to mink, 


Thar ſhe beareth in ber Womb my Son and your Nepbeu 
an 
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ind who is endowed with that Light which is the honour- 


able Blazon of your illuſtrious Name, and whom. I recom- 
mend to your Love and Protection; and ſince be bath 
the Misfortune to become an Orphan before be 7s born, 
and to be deprived of the Knowledge of bis Father, let 
him find a Father in the Love and Proteclian of his 
Uncles ; and when be is paſt, his Childhood, remove him 
from Yathrib, and take him under your own;Care. . 


ut 
th 


u hen he had concluded this Epiſtle, with the ten- 
Lereſt and moſt moving Expreſſions, he, with a pro- 


; found Sigh, folded it up, and ſealed it with his uſual 
1 WY Signet : He then deſired his Friends to aſſiſt him to 
lie down, being unable to help himſelf. His Spirits 
ere quite ſpent, and exhauſted, his Strength gone, 
„a cold Sweat followed, and the laſt Agonies of Death 
1W vere upon him; whereupon, with the utmoſt. Hu- 


mility, Contrition and Reſignation, lifting up his 
Eyes towards Heaven, he ſaid; Have Mercy, O 
* Lord, upon this thy helpleſs Servant, if it be thy 
© Holy Will, for the Merit of that Sacred Light of 
* thy Eledled Meſſenger, (the moſt Excellent of all 
© who ever drew, do draw, or ever ſhall, the Breath 
" of Life) which I have borne ſo long upon my Fore- 
head!“ And when he had uttered theſe Words, 
be was ſeized with his laſt Convulſion, and Agarael, 
the Angel of Death, took Poſſeſſion of that holy and 
mmaculate Spirit. 5 
; His Body was taken Care of, had all due Rites per- 
(MW formed to it, and afterwards Interred, by his Friends 
| 
, 


who accompanied him in that Journey, in the beſt 
and moſt decent Manner that they were able; and 
when his Funeral Obſequies were over, they packed 
up all the Baggage, mounted the Slaves which had 
been bought, and directed their Way towards Jathrib 
with the greateſt Expedition, and moſt viſible Signs of 
Sorrow appearing on every Countenance. 
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When Salma was apprized of their Coming, ſhe. not 


knowing of Haſhem's Death, cauſed all Thing to be '* 
ready prepared, and went out a great Way, with 3 ip 
numerous Train of Followers, to meet and receive? ha 
Haſhem and his Company: But as the TWO Canal.) - 
cades came within Sight of one another upon the Plain, f 
the Band of Mourners began to manifeſt their Grief, he 
and what Cauſe they had for it. They rent their Gar-1 
ments, tore their Faces with their Nails, and approach. 0 
ed with a general Weeping and Lamentation; the : 


neighbouring Mountains reſounded, in forrowful Ec. 
choes, with their loud and repeated Outcries of un- 
feigned Sorrow. The very Horſes, Mules and Camels! 6 
ſeemed to ſympathize, and to be affected with the ® 
ſame univerſal Mourning ; their Fore tops, Manes and 
Tails being all cut off, and, as an additional Token ” 
of the great Reaſon they had to weep and lament, as 
likewiſe to render the mournful Proceſſion the mor ; 
ſolemn and melancholy, each loaded Beaſt had one of 6 
Haſbem's Garments expoſed to view, and ſpread over Ig 
the Burden he carried. All this, with the dolorous 
Cries and Complaints of the whole Cavalcade, who, at 
every Step they made, repeated and called upon the « 
Name of their. deceaſed Prince, made a moſt diſmal « 
and moving Scene. W 
But who is able, in a ſuccinct Manner, to forma} « 
true and intelligible Idea of the racking Sentiments, 
the anxious Doubts and Fears of Salma and her Fol- 
lowers, who were waiting with Impatience, to know tie 
real Meaning of that diſinal Scene of Horror and De- 
ſpair, that was coming towards them? Or, what Words 
can be uſed to expreſs the Perturbation of Thought, the 
exceſſive Uneaſineſs of Mind, the Agitation of Soul, 
which muſt rend the impatient Breaſt of that tender 
Lady, from Moment to Moment, at ſuch an Object 
How cruel muſt her boding Fears be! She, who had 
made ſuch mighty Preparations for Mirth and Rejor 
ging! She, who had cauſed ſo plentiful a Store of 61 
| = rare 
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tareſt Dainties to be provided! Who had already 
ſpread ſo many Tables with moſt exquiſite Viands, and 
had invited ſo great a Number of noble and honour- 
able Friends and Relations, as Gueſts, to be Partakers 
of a joy ful Feaft, and to honour the ſafe Return of 
her Huſband! And now, to think that all her Joy 
muſt be changed into Sorrow, Mourning and Funeral 
Obſequies ! Though it is meer, that one who was the 
Center of Honour whilſt Living, ſhould be likewiſe ho- 
noured at bis Death. 5 


When the fatal Tydings were (alas! but too ſoon) 
brought to the Ears of the ſuſpenſeful Salma, the Ex- 
tremity of her Grief is not to be expreſſed, without 
inſpiring the Soul with the moſt feeling Sentiments 
of Horror and Compaſſion: Sitting upon the cold 
Earth, ſhe cruelly abuſeth and disfigureth her beauti- 
ful Face with mercileſs Blows, tearing her Fleſh with 
her Nails, a Sight moſt lamentable to behold ! in- 


fliting upon her lovely Perſon, a moſt deplorable 


Martyrdom, exalting her Voice in ſorrowful Outcries, 
ſaying; Alas, Haſhem ! Alas! my deareſt Lord and 
* Friend ! The only Light of her who adored Thee! 
* My ſole Delight! Where art Thou? Where haſt 
* thou abſented thyſelf from me? From her who had 
centered her very Soul, her whole Being in Thee 
In the extinguiſhing thy Name, the Light of all 
* the Plains is extinguiſhed! I am now deprived of 
Dall my Comfort, my Joy and my Sanctuary! 
" Who will now be the other Half, the Companion 
and the Safeguard of thy beloved Wife? Who muſt 
„ now be the tender Father, the faithful Protector of 
thy unhappy wretched Son? Alas! Alas! Woe, 
* Woe is me! 
Her Sorrow and Deſpair were fo exceſſive, and ſhe 
took on, wept and lamented to ſuch a Degree of Ex- 
tremity, that the beſt Method can be taken, upon this 
Subject, is to break off the Thread of the Deſcription ; 
T3 for 
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for the Tongue is never capable of e xpreſjung the-zru 


. * 


Sentiments of an unfeigning and ſincere Heart. 


But what ſhall we ſay of Mecca, when the doleſul 
News was carried to his Brothers and Siſters, his Kinſ. 
men and his Friends? How ſhall we delineate the Im. 
patience of his Daughters? Or how ſhall we expreſs 


the ſorrowful Lamentations they inceſſantly uttered? 


How can we paint the terrible Confuſion, the Emo- 
tions, the Swoonings and Agitations of Soul which | 
were felt, the Heart-racking Groans, the Sighs and 


Sobs which were heard at every Syllable, while the 
Letter, which contained his laſt Words and Teſtament, 


was reading? A Scene truly moving, and not to be 


deſcribed. b Sy 
| When the Exceſs of Weeping and Grief was ſome- 


what abated, they put A/mutalib into the Poſſeſſion of 
the Government, according as Haſhem had appointed. 


A Hero well worthy of ſuch a Charge. Amidſt 
all this Sorrow and Mourning, it pleaſed the Almighty 


to ſend his Divine Comfort and Aſſiſtance; for Misſor. 


tunes never come without ſome Alleviation. For in thoſe 
Days of Mourning Salma was delivered of a young 
Prince, endowed with the Myſterious Light, who was 
obſerved to come into the World laughing, giving 
certain Tokens of Rejoicings and great Benefits which 


would accrue to Mankind from the Birth of one of 


the moſt eminent amongſt the Lord's Elefed. He 
was born with the Hair of his Head quite grey, 


from whence he had the. Surnaine of (a) Faibacanat 


given 


W . 


— 


(a) This Surname, I preſume, is compounded of Two Words, 
ene Arabick and the other Spaniſh, and is peculiar to the Spaniſh 
Ars. Sh-yeb in Arabick, is the ſame as Canas in Spaniſh, both 
ſignifying Gray-Hairs ; And as the Spaniſh Alphabet has no Lett 
or Letters equivalent to the Arabich Shin, or our 5h, * 

| dune 
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given him. He proved a moſt notable and worthy 
Champion; and it is, by no means, proper, that 
the famous Deeds and Atchievements of ſo illuſtrious 
2 Perſonage ſhould remain in Oblivion: Wherefore, 
I deſire, that, whilſt I rehearſe them, I may be heard 
with Attention. | 


ſometimes uſe the X, and ſometimes the F, to ſupply that De- 


fect, though very imperfectly. The Perſon here meant, 13 
Abdolmutalib, or, as many call him, Abdo/morhleb, Father to A. 
dilah, and Grand-Father to the Falſe Prophet. He is mentioned 
by Dr. Prideaux and many others. Oe, 
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OMA Iv 13 
The HISTORY of An poLuu raum. * 


Abdolmutalib's Education at Yathrib. He is hated Y 1 
by the Jews. His promiſing Infancy. His Uncle Ml | 
Almutalib perſuades him to eſcape from Yathrib, . 
They are purſuea and overtaken by the Jews, no Þ * 
cam? with Intent to murder them, Almutalib' 
Concern and Apprehenſton. The Child's Prayer, | 
aud wonderful Courage and Reſolution, Miracu. 
lows Injiances of the Light, The 1pocritical 
Speech of the Captain of the Jews. They are di. 
hearized by the Child's Valour, who kills Foar of 
their ſtouteſt Men. Almutalib challenges te 

Enemy to ſingle Combat, &c. Salma, nith 
Father, & c. arrive, and deſtroy all the Jews. 


K „ of. tan = 


r adolmutalil was brought up in the 
1 ag: ancient and noble City of Tathri, 
4 5 Wirth under the Tuition of his Mother, 
k Wl A 160 60 who was exceedingly careful of his 
e uucation, cauſing him to be in 
EU itructed, by learned Maſters, in 


good and pious Doctrine. As it 


was no wiſe practicable, or indeed proper, to 2 
| 5 cea 
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ceal one of his high and illuſtrious Deſcent, he was 
{on known; and became an intolerable Eye: fore to 
the malicious and perfidious Fews, who all bore him 
à mortal and implacable Hatred; according to that 
well known Rule, That Averſion generally becomes 
Hereditary, whereas Friendſhip is oftner ſeen to increaſe 
than to diminiſh. 


He was ſcarce arrived to his Seventh Year, when 
the bare Mention of his Name uſed to make them 
tremble; and the leaſt of his Infant Actions would 
ſtrike them with Terror; ſo great was his Fame; and 
ſo dreadful was the Light of his Countenance to them, 

that the very Thoughts of 7: conſumed their Vitals. 
u hereever he went, be would ſtill be ſaying out aloud, 
m the Son of Haſhem; I am the Heir of the Elected 
Tribe! This, this was their greateſt Abomination 
This was what they abhorred ; and inſomuch, that 
they always ſought to take away his Life, whenever 
they heard him utter thoſe Words. 
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It chanced one Day, that a certain Inhabitant of 
Mecca, paſſing by where he was at play, and taking 
particular Notice of his extraordinary Beauty, and of 
ſome Expreſſions he uſed, came up to him, and calling 
um aſide, ſaid ; © I intreat you to tel] me, Child, who 
you are, and from whom you are deſcended? * Aþ- 
lolmutalib, with great Courteſy, readily returned him 
1 ſatisfactory Anſwer, and told him his own Name, 
and that of his Father, with ſome Account of the 
Houſes to which he owed his Birth: And being given 
edo underſtand, that the Perſon who was ſo curious in his 
| Concerns, was a Native and Inhabitant- of Mecca, he 

went on thus; © Since, Sir, your Occaſions or 
Chance, have brought you this Way, I beg you 
deliver this Meſſage to my illuſtrious Uncles: Aſk 
chem, as from me, How 1t hath come to paſs, that 
in fo ſhort a Time, the Memory of their Brother 
Y 4 * Haſhem 
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* Haſhem is forgotten? For what Reaſon are all thoſe 
Things he recommended to their Care, ſo ſoon | 
* baniſhed from their Thoughts? Why have they ſo 
* ſoon abandoned and forgot me? Why have they let: | 

me here, ſo ſolitary, in the midſt of this wicked 
“Generation of People, my mortal and inveterate | 

Enemies? Why am I kept ſo far from my own | 
rightful Country, an - unhappy ſolitary Orphan, 
without knowing my Relations and Friends, or | 
ever ſeeing the Place of their Abode? And ſo may 
the Lord ajhſt and comfort you under all your 
Troubles, as you will oblige and comfort me in de. 
livering this my Meſſage, without fail, as ſoon as 
* you reach Mecca; Forget not, I beſeech you, but 

rather commiſerate my loneſome and forlorn Con- 
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The Man failed not to carry the Mellage faithfully, 
as he had been deſired; and the very next Day Almutalib 
prepared himſelf to depart for Tathrib, mounted upon 
an exceeding ſwift Horſe, his good Sabre girt at his 
Side, which Weapon he fo well knew how to manage, 
whenever he had Occaſion to make uſe of it: His 
Euckler he carried upon his left Arm, and at the 
Pummel of his Saddle hung the Bow of the ſtrong and 
mighty Iſhmael, which belonged now to him, as left 
him by his deceaſed Brother Haſhem. | This Almutalib 
was the ſame who for his Heroick Actions had gained 
ſuch high Renown in all Parts, that where-ever his 
Name reached, his Sword was revered and trembled 
at.] He concealed part of his Face, by wreathing one 
Turn of his Turbant acroſs it, to prevent his being 

known, if he ſhould chance to meet any who had ſeen | 
him before; and becauſe he was firmly reſolved to 


carry off his Nephew, either by Stealth or by Force, 


either peaceably or otherwiſe, as he could bring it 


about; but he was fully determined not to return 
without him. 


He 
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He ſoon arrived at his Journey's End, and was 
going into the City; but ſeeing a Company of young 
Lads playing without the Gate, he went aſide to loox 
upon them. They were exerciſing themſelves at 
ſeveral different Games, and making Tryals of their 
Strength and Activity, and among them was his 
Nephew Abdolmutalib, who, among other Proofs of his 
Strength he had been ſhewing with his Companions, 
was now very intent in throwing a heavy Quoit, to 
ſee who could caſt it fartheſt, 5 
As Almutalib came near him, he ſoon perceived and 
knew the Hereditary Blazon of the Light upon the 
Countenance of his Nephew, at the Sight of which he 
rejoiced exceedingly ; but more when he heard him, 
every Time he caſt the Quoit from him, ſay; Now, 
Son of Haſhem, Lord of the Holy (iiy! 

Almutalib beckoned him aſide, and with tender 
Words and Careſſes made himſelf known to him, and 
told him the Cauſe of his Coming. © Conſider, ſaid 
* Almutalib, whether or no you are willing to go along 
* with me to the Place of your Anceſtors Abode, and 
* to live among your own Kindred, in your own Seat 
and Principality, which, for ſo many Ages, was 
* poſſeſſed by your illuſtrious Predeceſſors; and which 
* the Almighty hath ordained for the Throne of their 
* Male-Poſterity : Think now, my beloved Kinſman, 
* what you intend to reſolve upon; for I am come 
* from Mecca upon no other Account but this. 

Like unto an Arrow out of a Bow, or a Falcon 
that waits for the Signal to fly at his Game, ſo 
his vigorous and generous Youth, hearing the ſo long 
wilhed-for Signal from his Uncle's Mouth, without 
anſwering one Syllable, leaped up behind him with 
an incredible Agility, ſaying; * Slack your Reins, 
Uncle, and ſpur away! Let us get from among 
© theſe People, before my Mother hath Notice of my 
Departure, who may, otherwiſe, prevent it!” And 
g Rey fled away upon the Horſe, with all imaginable 
bed: | 

Al- 
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Almutalth was overjoyed to find that his Expedition | 
had ſucceeded fo proſperouſly, and that he had been 
able ſo eaſily to bring off his Nephew, who was deater 
to him than his own felf. They arrived, about Sun- 
ſet, at a Place called De/builefata, where they reſted | 
themſelves, and took a little Refreſhment, being very | 
much fatigued ; and when it was dark they advanced 
up into the Mountain, intending to take that Way, 
to avoid meeting any who might obſtruct their Jour- 
ney. But as they were. proceeding on very cautiou- | 
fly, and thought themſelves the moſt ſecure and freeſt 
from Danger, they heard a very great Noiſe of Voices, 
as of many Men talking and hallowing loudly to one 
another: This made them ſtop to ſee if they could 
diſcover what it was; and they were ſoon convinced 
that the Voices approached nearer and nearer, and 


that they were purſued cloſe at the Heels. 
Almutalib was in a great Concern, and ſaid ; © My 


dear Nephew, what ſhall we do in this Caſe > Where 
* ſhall we hide ourſelves? This Light which Heaven 
* hath influenced upon your Forehead, will infallibly 
« diſcover us! My much honoured Uncle, faid 44. 
* dolmutalth, if you would have my Light concealed, | 
cover my Face with my Turbant, and that will 


* hide it. Almutalib did fo; but the more he en- 


deavoured to conceal it, the more it appeared, and 
the Rays ſhone out but ſo much the brighter, and 


diſplayed their Splendor more than ever. 


When A/muta/ib beheld this wonderful Myftery, 
he was greatly ſurprized, and laid ; © This is certain- | 
* ly very prod:gious, Nephew ! I ſee no Method how 
* to hide this celeſtial Light, the Lord hath been 
_ «© pleaſed to endow thee. with! But He who hath ho- 
„ noured thee therewith, will be our Guide, our Pro- 
te tector, and our Redeemer; to Him alone I recom- 
e mend thee; He will aſſuredly blefs and deliver 


© thee. 


* 
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Almutalib had no ſooner ſaid this, but they diſ- 
covered, at a Diſtance, a conſiderable Troop of Horſe- 
men, armed at all Points. They all along concluded 
that thoſe who had purſued them were the Troops of 
the Nobility and Cavaliers who belonged to the illu- 
ſtrious Family of Salma, who had conſtantly a great 
Number of their Relations, beſides many others, who 
having their whole Dependance upon them, were 
always ready upon any Occaſion that offered; and 
that they were now come on Purpoſe to carry back 
Abdolmutaliò to his Mother: But that illuſtrious Youth, 
who knew them all perfed ly well, ſoon perceived how 
greatly they had been miſtaken in their Conjectures; 
and turning towards his Uncle, faid; “ Theſe are 
very bad Signs! There is ſome Treachery going 
* forwards. It is quite different from what we ima- 
* gined, and even much worſe, if well conſidered. 
We have been all this while in the Dark; for, if m 
* Eyes deceive me not, theſe we ſee making towards 
„us, are my Enemies, who are come to ſeek me 
* out: This 1s not the firſt Time they have ſought 
X ny Life, having made many Attempts to get rid 
of me. 2. 5 
The good A/mutalth was very much terrified at 
theſe Words of his Nephew, ſcarce knowing what 
_ Courſe to take. His Concern for his own Life was 
nothing in Compariſon to his Apprehenſions for that 
of the beloved Child. He could not refrain from weep- 
ing bitterly,when he beheld his tender promiſing Youth, 
and that reſplendent beautiful Countenance, the Light 
whereof caſt its Rays up to the Skies; and ſeeing 
him, almoſt, in the Midſt of ſo many of his moſt mor- 
tal Enemies, from whom there was no Probability of 
eſcaping, he quite loſt his Courage, and utterly de- 
[paired of being able to prevent their Fate. He, in this 
Agony, turned to him, pntting his Arm round his 
Neck, and kiſſing him berween the Eyes, ſaid; © My 
_ © deareſt Child! Had I had the leaſt Notice or Suſpi- 
* cion 
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( 


very cloſe to them. 


E/ Haſſan tells us, That the Occaſion of their com- | 
ing out upon this Expedition, was the Report given 
by thoſe Boys who were contending with Abdo{mutahib, 


about throwing the Quoit or Bar; and who having 
Heard the Words had paſt between the Uncle and the 


Nephew, and had ſeen them ride away ſo faſt, had 
carried the News to their Fathers; and this being 
ſpread about among the malicious ewe, they had, 
that ſame Night, mounted Seventy armed Men of 
their Tribe, and had ſent them out in queſt of them, 
with the Blood-thirſty View of accompliſhing what 


they had been fo long hatching with ſuch treacherous 


Eagerneſs; I mean to find Abdolmutalib in a convent 
ent Place, where, by taking away his Life, they | 
might revenge themſelves and ſatiate the implacable 
Hatred and Rage they had againſt the Propherich 


Lan. © - 

They imagined now they were arrived at their 
{0 much defired Point; ſo they made their Approach, 
all mounted upon light Horſes, with large Lances ad- 
vanced in their Right Hands, with Targets on their 
Left Arms, and, in fine, armed at all Points: And, to 
en- 


5 


cion of thy being ſo purſued and perſecuted by thoſe | 
* baſe Wretches, who bear thee ſuch an inveterate | 
Hatred, I would never have brought - thee from 
* Jathrib But, I proteſt to thee, in the Preſence of 
** the Eternal God, That thou ſhalt behold my Body 
extended here upon the Earth, all diſmembred and 
* hacked in Pieces, before I will ſuffer one ſingle Drop 
* of thy Blood to be ſpilt. Take Courage my 
© generous Uncle, replied the Youth, be not diſmayed 
* nor afflicted : With God's Aſſiſtance I intend to ſur. 
* prize you, with letting you ſee, yet before Morning, 
* what your Brother's Son can do. And then they 
were ſilent for a while, and continued looking upon 
each other, till at length the Enemies were come up 
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encounter all theſe Arms, ſo much Hatred and ſa 
much Fu ry, a Child, a naked and unarmed Child 
lallies out; an Infant, who hath ſcarcely ſeen his 
Tenth Vear; a true Emblem of the Great David when 
he went forth to encounter with the Haughty Goliab! 
He ſlipt away from his Uncle, whom he left weeping, 
and went a conſiderable Way towards thoſe vile 
Traytors to meet them, with ſurprizing Courage 
and Intrepidity : But before they came up to him, he 
lifted up his Eyes towards Heaven, and, with great 


— thus addreſſed himſelf to God to deliver 
them. 


(COC: DN; Nec 05:5) 


The Child's PR A ER. 


0 LORD, by whoſe radiant Rays the moſt in- 
- tenſe Obſcurities are illuminated! Thou, who doſt 
influence Thy Light into all who worſhip and adore 
Thee, with a contrite Spirit ! All-wiſe Monarch, who 
penetrateſt into the profoundeſt Receſſes of every 
Heart, and diſcovereſt the moſt hidden Secrets; for 
to Thee nothing can be a Secret ! Thou, who heare 

all who call upon Thee in their greateſt Afﬀiiftions ! 
Thou, who art the only Succourer in Time of Need; 
the Accepter aud Receiver of our Endeavours; the 


Regulater and Diſtributer of all the Bleſſings and : 


Mercies Thy Creatures enjoy; Since nothing can ad- 
vance or recoil one Tittle, but according to Thy Di- 
vine Decree! If, in Thy unſearchable Judgment, 
Lou haſt any peculiar Regard to (a) this diſtingaiſh- 


OOO” 


YE I IEC 


a) Alluding to the Propherick Light, pretended to be Hereditary 
n that Family. | : 
| 778 
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ing Mercy which Thy Elected ever have, and ſill du 
enjoy; 1 ſupplicate Thy moſt immenſe Bounty, That | 


at this Juncture. Thou wilt not permit that Branch of | K 
it, which I poſſeſs, to be extinguiſhed ; my own Strength v 
being ſo inconſiderable, and ſo little capable of de. Y tc 
fending it: But, I intreat Thee rather, that my i " 
Force may be augmented with a double Portion of tha . 
Grace, wherewith Thou haſt already illuſtrated ani Y © 
adorned me; and, that Thy Light, in me, may be ex. k 


alted higher than ever 1t hath been hitherto, Lord! 
for the Sake of this precious Blazon of Thy Sacred ! 
Light, wherewith Thou haſt Sealed my Forehead, r 
and with which ineſtimable Ornament Thou haſt enno- 1 
bled me, I beſeech Thee to protect and defend me from f 
theſe faithleſs, cowardly Traytors, whoſe Deſign is to  BÞ 
extinguiſh this Light, becauſe they are ignorant of 

its high Value. But ſince I know that every wrath- | | 
fully armed Hand muſt yield before Thine, and that 
the moſt formidable Powers muſt fall proſtrate at tie 
Mention of Thy Name, Why ſhould J be afraid of i © 
thoſe who have preſumptuouſly dared to lift up their 
impious Arms, with infernal Fury, to offend Thy Mas 
jeſty? If in me, therefore, Lord, Thou haſt depoſi» | 
ted any ſecret Myſtery that is of Importance, or be- 
neficial 40 Mankind, aud haſl diſtinguiſhed me from | 
others, as this Blazon ſcemeth to ſignify, I, once | 
more, intreat Thee, for its Sake, that Thou wilt 
ſtrengthen and aſſiſt me in this Extremity ; and ſo, 
that thoſe who attempt to deſtroy it, may be made ſen- 
ſible of Thy Power; and that the direful Scourge | 
of the Internal Caverns may fall upon them: | 
For it is Thou who throweſt down the Proud into the 
Deep Abyſſes, and exalteſt the Meek and Humble; 
whom Thou rewardeſt with Diadems ! 4 

rea 


© curſed vile 
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Great God! cried out Almutalib, who, at that very 
Moment, beheld thoſe baſe Cowards dart a whole Vol- 
ley of Lances at his beloved Nephew. But, as a Ball, 
when forcibly ſtruck againſt the Ground, reboundeth 
towards him who caſt it; or if thrown againſt aStone- 
Wall, flies off again; even ſo, and no otherwiſe, did 
thoſe Lances recoil backwards towards their Perfidi- 
ous Owners, piercing their Breaſts, as it they had been 
returned by the Strength of vigorous Arms. They, a- 
ſtoniſned and quite confounded at this Prodigy, ſpur- 
red on their Horſes amain, thinking to take Abdo/muta- 
lib alive; but they only wounded the poor Horſes to no 
purpoſe ; for thoſe Creatures, with their Necks drawn 
in, and their Manes and Fore-tops ſtanding upright, 
ſnorting,” trembling, wincing and raiſing themſelves 
up an end, refuſed to ſtir a ſtep forwards. ME 

The magnanimous Youth, who had faced them all 
without the leaſt Fear or Terror, beholding them ſo a- 
ſtoniſned and out of Countenance, called to them, in a 
loud Voice, ſaying: © Baſe, treacherous Infidels! Ac- 

Miſ-reants! whoſe Diſpoſitions more 
* reſemble Brutes, than Human Creatures! You in- 
* famous abandoned Generation ! What think you of 
* the Myſtery, wherewith God is pleaſed to forewarn 
* you? This Myſtery which ſerveth to exalt our Light, 
and to puniſh your moſt deteſtable Attempt ? What: 
* would you extinguiſh a Light, whoſe Center is fixed 
* in Heaven, and which the Lord of all Power, out 
* of His great Wiſdom, hath ordained to be a Guide 
to His Servants, to aboliſn Idolatry and all falſe 
* Worſhip, and is pleaſed Himſelf to protect with 
* His All-powerful Hand? Would you deſtroy this? 
„Dare you attempt it? Your Number is already 
conſiderably diminiſhed by the Deſtruction of ſo 
many of you; Return, therefore, while you are well, 
and deſiſt from theſe fruitleſs Chimæra's; other- 
wiſe I will ſupplicate my Creator to confound you 
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To this, their Captain, whoſe Name was Lerig 
turned Anſwer: © O Son of the Mighty Ha 
« deſiſt from this thy Obſtinacy ; for we are ng, 
* ſcrupulous to acknowledge the great Wort 


a 


* Illuftrious Houſe of Abdu/menaf, to which all;the 


© Tribes and Nations pay ſuch Reſpe& and, Veners | 
tion: But you are aſſuredly in the wrong to ima. 
gine, as your Words ſeem to intimate, that our 
coming from Tatbr:ib hither, was with the Intent of | 
deſtroying you. No, we came, ſent by thy Mother, | 
and at her earneſt Requeſt, to conduct thee in Safe. 
ty back to her, that her Eyes may be rejoiced with | 
thy Preſence ; for ſhe is very forrowtul and diſ. 


4 


conſolate at thy leaving her. Beſides, thou canſt 


A 
8 


« Enemies, and this your baſe treacherous Attempt 
* hath fully confirmed it: You always hated me, 


& and have ever looked upon me with an evil, de 


© ceitful and hypocritical Eye, and you utter no- 


4 thing but what is founded upon Lyes and Treachery, 


ce ſeeing your perfid ious Scheme hath proved abortive, 


* and not anſwerable to your Hopes and Expectations, | 


© becauſe the Sacred Promiſes of the Almighty are 


_ ©. inviolable, and muſt be accompliſhed.” Then, with 


a noble Diſdain, without the leaſt Sign of Fear or 


Concern, he turned away from them, and went to, 


his Uncle, who was all the while an admiring Spe- 
ctator. 


When the baſe Fews ſaw he had left them, they 
| ſpeedily alighted from their Horſes, and with infer- 
nal Fury they drew out their mighty Sabres, 4 
nin 


th,ok.th 


not be ignorant of the great Love and Friendſhip | 
we bear thee, and well knoweſt how courteous and | 
obliging we have all of us been to thee , ſo that | 
thou haſt no manner of Reaſon to harbour. any | 
ſuch Thought ; tor we always looked upon thee as | 
our chiefeſt Joy, Comfort and Content: Thou art | 
© the Light of our Eyes, my Dear, and the greatelt | 
e Pleaſure of our Lives!” © It is well known, replied | 
© the fearleſs Youth, That you are all my mortal 
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ning towards him, like hungry Wolves, to attack 
him. Alnutalib, when he faw them coming, made 


ready for the Encounter, and was gojng to meet them, 
but was hindred by'his Nephew, who held him by the 
Arm, ſaying: Stay, Sir; Now you ſhall be Eye- 
* witneſs to a ſecond Miracle; I beſeech you to be 
« quiet; and for the preſent only Rand ſtill and look 
© on: Give mè your Bow and Quiver, and Tl affure 


you of the Victory. * You Are far from being able, 


* anſwered Almutalib, with your tender Arms and 
„little Strength, to bend this Bow; for there is not 
* one Man in all Mecca, or its Territories, who 
* bath the Preſumptiofi to attempt ſhooting with it, 
except thoſe of our Family, to whom it belongeth 
* by Divine Ordinance: This is Ihmaze7's Bow ; your 
5 Father: had it in his Life-time, and at his Death 
® bequeathed it to mt: With it, in droughty Seaſons, 
* we intercede for Rain, and many other Bleſſings, . 
* 1n Caſes of Neceſſity and Diſtreſs, and which the 
I Almighty, of His immenſe Bounty, never faileth to 

grant us. Let me have it, then, ſaid Abdo/- 
* mutalib, for I being, likewiſe, a Branch of that 
© noble Stock, have ſome Right to that precious 
* Relick ; notwithſtanding my want of Years, may 
* ſeem to deny me that Privilege: And taking it 
in his Hands, he bent it with ſuch Force, that he 
made the Two Ends almoſt meet together, and then 
ſtrung it with as much Eaſe, as the ſtrongeſt full- 


Werown Man could have done, or as if the Bow had 


been made only of a green, pliable Switch. 

The Fews were now approached very near them, 
when the dexterous Youth, fixing an Arrow in the 
bow, took his Aim, and ſent it into the Heart of 
lim ,who, among all the reſt, ſeemed tobe the proudeſt 
and moſt inſolent, who immediately fell groveling on 
the Earth, yelling like a Salvage Beaſt, and vomited 
"it his impious Soul. And, without loſing Time, he took 
Mother, and after that another, and then a Fourth; 
al which he let fly with ſnch admirable DESFority 

_ Z. an 
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and. fo ſure an Aim, that with each of, thaſe Pur 
Shafts he pierced one of their perfidious Breaſts; u 
lay yelling out their Vitals upon the Ground and 
every Time he ſtretched the Bqw and diſmiſſad ths | 
Arrow, he ſaid; I am te Son of Haſhem : MyNamay | 


Abdolmutalib -  ..:.,..:77 
When the Traytor Letie faw, t 


<< 


ce 
57 
cc 
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* our Strokes; and 1 
cc 
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after the Death of our greateſt Enemy. - {41 ||| 


Thus ſpake that perfidions Enemy to God's Cauſe; 


And now they all form themſelves into a Body, in 


order to make the Onſet z but as they were advancing, 

their Courage began to ſlacken,, being fearful of the 
Arrows, and not forgetting with what Force and 
Dexterity they had been before ſent amongſtithem ; 
They, therefore, upon ſecond Thoughts, determined 


rather, to try what they could do by way of Parley 
and Capitulation ; when Letia, calling out to the un- 
daunted Youth, ſaid; 15 ad 71 

** you are truly valiant, generous, and magnanimous, 
we intreat that you will, out of your innate Cour- 
teſie, withold your Arm from ſhooting any more 
of thoſe fatal Shafts, which you ſo, without Rea- 
ſon, or Provocation, let fly amongſt us; and let 
us conſult deliberately of the beſt and moſt whole- 
'* ſome Means, that you may return Home with us. 
** Conſider, Deareſt Child, that it is an unſpeakable 


ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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“ Griet 


wont g. £:20RV- | 
| 2 ſaw, this, he ſaid 3 his 

verifieth the Proverb, Ihe Serpent, can praduce 
not hing but venomous Vigers ! Then turning;$awardy | 
his Companions, . Degenerate, faint-heantedyWeet- 
ches! ſaid he; are you not aſhamed to det a'Child | 
baffle your Strength and effeminate your, Courage? 
Let us pour in upon them all at once, and with 
vigorous Impetuoſity, let us attack them in ſo 
effectual a Manner, that they may not ſurvire 
t Ten of us ſhould. happen to 

fall by their Hands, with the Proviſo they fall 
too, thoſe who are fo. fortunate among us às to 
* eſcape, will enjoy a glorious and honourable Life, 


« Hear, O Abdolmutalib, what we have to ſay: A 
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Grief to us all, that you ſhould leave our Country; 
% nor do we think ourſelves a little affronted and 
© jnjured by your fo doing. Remember, that you was 
« born, and drew your firſt Breath amongſt us; and 
{© forget not, that all our Wives have been Nurſes to 
« you; you have ſucked Milk out of their Breaſts, 
« and have been bred up in their Laps: And is this 
e the Return you make us, for all our Love and un- 
« feigned Tenderneſs? Is this the Recompence where- 
4 with you reward us, for all the Pangs and Agonies 
« we ſuffer upon your Account, and for your Sake? 
© You have ſlain Four of our Company; Men of the 
** greateſt Note and Conmſideration of our whole 
Tribe; and yet we are all contented to ſit down 
„with their Loſs, and to forget all that's paſt; as 
* we would do had you killed as many more. Be 
„ ſatisfied, that we value you more, and have 2 
greater Regard for your Intereſt and Content, than 
* for all the Comforts, Pleaſures and Advantages of 
this Life. Take your Leave of your Uncle Almuta- 
ib, and let him depart on his Way in Peace, and 
© wih him, as ws {ſincerely do, a good and proſ- 
„ © perous Journey; and do 6 return back again witli 
e & © ns to your own native Place, your ſafeſt Sanctuary, 
] BY © where you will paſs your Days in the higheſt Ho- 
; © nourand Eſteem, and the greateſt Satisfaction and 
d Tranquility; and where it. is but reatonable you 
4 

4 


* {hould abide, were it only to avoid having the Sin 
* to anſwer, of grieving the Souls of your tender Mo- 
ther, and indulgent Grand-father ; and to baniſh 
s B © the Sorrow, and tormenting Affliction of thoſe dear 
s, Y © Parents, who are inconſolable at your cruel Abſence; 
but moſt of all, for your departing abruptly, with- 
e out taking leave of them, without their Privacy or 
„ © Conſent, or the Knowledge of any of your Relations. 
t | © Did you but fee, O unthinking, inconſiderate 
- | © Youth! Could you but once behold the Torrents of 
. © Tears they pour out! How they rend and disfigure 
le © their Faces; or hear their pitiful Groans and 
4. 2 „ doleful 
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« doleful Lamentations! and how incelanttyd 


c& 
cc 
cc 


pluck up your uſual and innate Courage, and fe. 


cc 


2 deliberate Conſideration of my Words) to do what 

* Reſolution of Duty and Generoſity, fo very worthy 
of finding a Place in à Breaſt ſo cruly noble and 
* generous as yours. _ 


Theſe were the W ords, and ſuch the Arcs | 


and Propoſals that treacherous Hypocrite made uſe of; 
and, had they been ſincere, were ſo pathetick and 


moving, that Almutalib began to be under a Concern 
leſt his Nephew ſhould waver, and, in reality, was 


in pain, and doubtful of his Conſtaney ; and, with 
Tears in his Eyes, ſpoke to him thus; 


* You well know, Child, That I andextook this | 
Journey, from Mecca, hither, purely for your 
= Sake, to induce you to go and take your Abode in 
* your own rightful Seat and Patrimony, and enjoy 
it, as your Fore- Fathers have done, in a direct 
Line down to you: But hearing the plauſible Ar- 


(0 


«at 
Cc 
„ guments theſe People uſe to make you alter your 
c& 
cc 
cc 


in which you are held among them; and the Re- 


A ſpect they ſeem to have for you, through the Know- | 


* Edge they have of your high Birth, Deſcent, Eſtate 
* and Condition, I am at a Lols to know what I 
** ought to ſay! Yet if you are willing to return home 


« again with them, go in God's Name, and under 


Ce 
et 


His Protection; and when you are arrived to Years 


* 18 the Abode of your whole Paternal Family, you 
« are call:d by all the Ties of Conſanguinity.” © How 


* wrong are your Conjectures! ſaid at's 
| « lib; 


call upon thy Name! It muſt needs move 74 
pity them. Come, therefore, my deareſt Child; 


termine (without farther Heſitation, but with: 2 


is ſo very reatonable for you to comply with; a 


firſt Intent, the affectionate Expreſſions of Love 
and Sincerity they make you; the great Honour 
and Deference they give you; 'the mighty Eſteem 


of Maturity, you may then repair to Mecca, the 
** anc tent Seat of your Anceſtors; and whither, as it 
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ib: How readily have you. given Credit to the de- 
„ juding Words of thoſe vile Wretches! Do not you 
* know that they are Zews? a Generation of Infa- 
* mous, baſe, ſcandalous, accurſed, perfidious, degene- 
rate People, full of Falſity, Fraud and Deceit ? 
„Suffer not their fair Speeches to gaiu upon your 
© Credulity, or to have any Effect upon your Imagi- 
* nation for there is not the leaſt Truth in all they 
* ſay : They are the Servants and Companjons of 
Lucifer, who are perpetually walking in his, Paths. 
Let them begone from hence, therefore, and may 
„the Curſe of God go along with them! __ | 

S Amuralib, hearing his Nephew expreſs himſelf with 
ſuch Reſolution, rejoiced exceedingly, and imme- 
diately made ready to give the Onſet; and covering 
himſelf with his Shield, with his good Sabre drawn in 
his right Hand, he advanced towards the 'Traytor 
Ilia: So rreads the Lion, when he finds himſelf in 
enger: And fo, nor with lefs Intrepidity, did the 

I cencrous Worthy advance to meet the Hoſtile Band; 
1 * exalting his Voice, calling out to Leria, he 
| | © © Thou Hypocrite! who haſt waſted and caſt 
into the Air ſo many ſpecious Arguments, wrapt 
' ; up in Perfidy and Diſſimulation, Lies and Deceit! 
> | : Deſiſt from ſpending any Time and Breath in Fal- 
. fitics, and Prevarications; and fee, if among you 
ball, You have any that dare venture himſelt in 
. fingle Combat with me, in order to bring theſe our 
„mutual Pretenſions to a Concluſion: If any ſuch 
[ 4 there be, let him come out, for Lam here in Ex- 
. pectation; it being, in my Opinion, but reaſon— 
. able, That what the Tongue is ſo liberal in blagoning, 
s | /Pouid be made good by Actions. 
> |. Letia then ſaid to his Followers; * You hear how 
t . we are challenged, and ſet at Defiance by him, 
1 |. who is the moſt famous and renowned Champion of 
I. his whole Tribe; by him, who is the chief Leader 
ob the redoubted Roreiſpites, who are the Flower of 
3 * all 
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6c 


and in all the Cities an 
ce 


who hath no Equal, nor was yet any Man fun 


& 


** as an Encouragement for his Bravery. =» 
To this, one of the Company, whoſe Name 


C 


cc 


Life, being ſplit down to his Breaſt at one Stroke. 
When Letia beheld this, he faid ; © Chemz is 
dead! Let another of our moſt valiant Warriors go 


28 


9 


— 


* Le mando cien Datilers, nuevas, tiernas, ſemininas. — The 
Palm or Date Trees are Male or Female; as are likewiſe the Fig. 
Trees, The Female Date-Trees only bear the Fruit; for that which 


tne Male produces is not eatable. They commonly plant ſome Male 


Trees among the Females, which makes them bear the better; and, 
as an Eye-witneſs, I can affirm, that the Female Trees always grov 
:omewhat crooked, if any Male ones are neac them, ſtill bends 
and inclining towards them: But upon thoſe where none of the Male 


one: are, the Owners hang ſome of the Fruit they bear; as they liłe- 


wit? do to their Fig-Trees. 


Men 


all the Arabian Nobility ; by him, who 18 bad in | 
* ſuch high Eſteem 1 2 the Three Arni, 
Provinces around them: 


able to withſtand the Force of his invincible Arm. 
If we can but deſtroy him, his Nephew will then 
be in our Power, and that deſtructive Light he is poſ. 
ſeſſed of, may be extinguiſhed without Danger 
or Difficulty, Come on, renowned Warriors; 
Courage! I promiſe to him who ſhall deprive this 
** dangerous Enemy of his Life, a Reward of One 
hundred young, flouriſhing, * Female Date- Trees, 


Was 
Chemio, made Anſwer; © If I undertake this Combat 
** againſt our Enemy, and have the good Fortune to 
* obtain the Victory, I ſhall require no other Reward 
* from you, but that you give me an Acquittance for 
* the Debt I owe you. I am very well contented, ' 
replied the Traytor Letia. I will forgive yu 
* that Debt, and give you as much more. Upon 
this he went forth to encounter Almutalib, who ſeeing 
nim coming, advanced to meet him; by whoſe 
valiant Arm, the Infidel ſoon loſt his miſbelieving 


out and try his Fortune. Another did, and an. 
other; and by the ſame Means, ſeveral of their beſt 


r 
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Men loſt their Lives. But one of them at laſt, ſaid; 
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Pay appeareth, you ſhall every one of yo be | 
* wallowing in your Blogd upon the Ground, 
Now. the Two Combatants advanced one agu t 
the other, and, at their Meeting, the Shock Wass 
violent, as if two Rocks had met together, ſos well 
were they matched, and fo equal their Strength. The 
Blows they mutually dealt, were nothing inferior to 
thoſe of Smiths beating with their heavy Hammers upon 
au Anvil, and with ſuch equal Fury and Reſolution, Pei 
that no Words are ſufficient to deſcribe this memorable to f 
Encounter. The 7ews encouraged one another, znd, I vit 
with continual Shouts and Huzzaes, they animated ſelv 
their valiant Leader; greatly wondering, that Alm N ca 
talib was able to defend himſelf ſo long againſt him: of! 
Whilſt the magnanimous Abdolmutalib ſtood fuming | 
with Rage and Madneſs, to behold his noble Uncle, 
a Man fo regowned for Feats of Arms, ſo hardly put 
toit; and to think, that any ſingle Man. ſhould be 
able to withſtand him ſo long, and to make ſo notable * 
a Reſiſtance, which ſeveral, with their united Forces 
had never before been capable of doing; and not being 
enough Maſter of himſelf to bridle his Paſſion a Me- 
ment longer, he fixed an Arrow in the Bow, bending 
it with all his Might, and aiming at the perfidious 
Letia, he let fly the Shaft with ſo great a Force, that 
entering between his Shoulders, it paſſed down to his 
Bowels. r OnT TEO Br Rt 
When the Fecws beheld him, who had ſo manfully 
defended them, and upon whoſe Valour they wholly 
relyed; When they ſaw him, I ſay, fall to the Ground 
and expire, they were exceedingly enraged, and ga- 
thering themſelves all together in a Body, were coming 
furiouſly to fall upon Abdolmutalib, and to diſpatch 
him; but were diverted and prevented by a ſudden 
Noiſe they heard behind them, of very loud Shouts 
and Outcries; when, facing about towards the Quarter 
from whence the Noiſe came, they beheld a great 
Duſt, and, a Moment, after plainly perceived the 
Glittering of bright Armour, naked Sabres and Lances, 
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Helmets, Shields, and all ſuch Warlike Accoutre- 
nents; and, in 4 Word; a numerous Trodp öf molt 
I ; . . 5 
zallant Cavalry, who, tho' all covered with Sweat and 
Duſt, yet appeared very Noble and Magnificent, 
They galloped on a great Pace, and were now all come 
up, proving to be Four hundred Cavaliers from Tarh- 
1, among whom were Salma, her Father, and many 
of their Relations; who having had! Notice of the 
Deſigns of the treacherous Zeros, were come, in all ſpeed 
to prevent it. z and as: ſoon as ever they came up, 
without ſuffering them to ſpeak one Word for them- 
ſelves,. they, cut in Pieces every one of thoſe vile exe- 
crable Villains, not one eſcaping to carry the Tydings 
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of their diſaſtrous Overthrow. 
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«his own Choice wither 70 with "his e 


venerated by the People of Mecca, that they ak 


their Neceſſities of God in his Name. The 70 0 


Malice the Jews bear to him. His excellent 
Qualifications. The Government of Mecca weſten 


in him, The Depoſed Governor highly reſents it, 


and makes him a very reproachful Speech, upbrait 


ing his Want of Children. Abdolmutalib's- An. 


ſwer, with his Vow, if ever he was the Father of 


Ten Sons, to offer up One of them to God as 
Sacrifice. His Prayer upon that Subject. His 
Petition is heard; be having Ten Sons born of Six 
Wives, of which Number Abdallah, the Toungeſ, 
znherits the Prophetick Light. 


HE perfidious 7ews being all deſtroyed, 
'E Re in the Manner I have related, and the 

[T JEWC great and terrible Noiſe of claſhing 
Armour, and redoubled Strokes, being 


oh RY now at an End; the Ground all about 
appeared to be covered with Streams of 

Blood, and Breathleſs Carcaſſes; and thoſe vio 
een 
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" return home with her; be chuſes fa ' progeell f 10 
Mecca. Almutalib enjoins his Nephew to f. 
ceal his Name, and to paſs for his Servant,” The 
arrive at Mecca. The Child's Beauty, and his 
enlightned Countenance ſo much admired, and 
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been concerned in that diſmal Encounter, and blood 
Carnage, were ſufficiently tired with diſtributing fo 
many Wounds, and with hewing off ſuch a Number 
of Limbs, as they had done. But the Valiant affd 
Invincible Almuralth, who had, for a great Part of the 
Night, ſuſtained a Combat ſo furious and obſtinate, 
had now remounted his Steed, and was retired with 
the Child, at a ſmall Diſtance from the Company, 
where he ſtood ſtill panting for Breath; as, indeed, 
well lie might; having undergone a Fatigue ſufficient 
to weary him out, had he been made of Braſs; He 
40 now, having reſted himſelf during that whole Action, 
+. had ſomewhat recovered his waſted; Spirits, and be- 
an afreſh to prepare his nervous Arm, and, mortife- 
7 rous Weapons, for a more unequal Encounter; being 
1 fully determined to employ them, and that never- 
failing Courage with which his great Heart was ani- 
a mated, againſt the whole Band of noble Warriors, 
who had come to their Aſſiſtance, and that: ſo very 
uY ſ{calonably ; as not looking upon that, to be worthy 
ed the Name of Succour, or friendly Aſſiſtance, which 
it Y cometh with any View of Self-Intereſt, as he well 
J. imagined theirs was. He reſolved, if they inſiſted 
„. upon taking his Nephew from him, that he would 
if ſooner. dye in defending his Pretenſions, without put- 
ting himſelf to the Trouble of giving them any Rea- 
ſons, or uſing any Arguments or Capitulations in the 
ls Matter. So taking his Bow in his Hand, and with 
x Y the Child behind him, he intrepidly advanced towards 
that whole Friendly Troop of Four hundred Warriors, 
who were ranked in moſt ſeemly Order, and pre- 
ſented the Point of his Arrow, with a ſteady Aim 
d, amongſt them. 8 ee e ee 
he As he approached, Salma, who was in the Front. 
called out to him in a loud Voice, that ſhe might be 
3 calily heard by them both, ſaying; Who is the 
ut © Audacions Man, that hath been ſo daringly pre- 
of < ſumptuous, as, with fo little Ceremony or Reſpe&, 
* to take away my Son from my Houſe and Pro- 
5 „ tection, 
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tection, without acquainting me, therewith d 
© giving the leaſt Notice to any of my Family 
© his bold Attempt?” © 1 am he, anſwered Ae 
* lib, who conducted him hither to this Place, ahl 
* who likewiſe pretend to accompliſh my juſt Ralo 
tion of conveying him from hence to his honontabls | 
© Patrimony, in order to inſtall him Prince ot that 
© noble City and Territories, which have been he! 
Seat of all his Anceftors, from Times immemorizl; . 
“% and which is the nobleſt and moſt famous Inlier- Ml « 
* tance in the whole Univerſe. , If my preſent Diſ. MY « 
* guiſe preventeth your knowing who I am; or if MW « 
< you only pretend not to know me, and to have for . 
got the Friendſhip and Acquaintance there former. Y « 
ly was between us; know, that I am a Korzyute, M « 
* and my Name is Almutalib; that 1 deſcend. from Y « 
<& the illuſtrious and valiant Koreiſh, whoſe Grand- 
< fon TI am, and the Son of Abdulmenaf: The gallant « 
« and matchleſs Haſhem, your Huſband, was my Bro- Y « 
ther, and whoſe inſeparable Companion I was .du- WY « 
ring his whole Life. I am he who managed the « 
* Affair, and who made up the Match between you I « 
& and him; and if your Memory taileth you not, you Ml « 
“ may call to Mind how much Blood, both of our I « 
« own and others, was ſpilt, in your Behalf, upon Il « 
« that Occaſion. In fine, I am your Son's own if « 
“ Uncle, and, in all my Actions, I am a Father to 

« him; and who am tenderer of his Life and Wel- 

fare, and more deſirous of his Proſperity, tban you 

ce your own ſelf can poſſibly be. | 
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Salma, when ſhe heard this, was highly ſatisfied, Ir 
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and joy fully came up to the worthy Almultarh, and 
beholding bim with a pleaſant ſmiling Countenance, 
ne ſpeak to him in theſe Terms; How came you, 
my deareſt Brother, to be guilty of ſo great an Over- 
„ fight, and to uſe ſo little Ceremony, or have ſo 
« ſmall Conſideration for her who brought into the 
% World this your Nephew, for whom you expreſs fo 
„ much Tenderneſs and Regard, or for my raul 
= all 
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* and Relations, ag to convey him away from: his 
Friends, and the Place of his Nativity, and run 
„him into ſo great a Danger, that, had it not been 
* for theſe worthy Gentlemen, you had, both of you, 
„ infallibly loſt your Lives? And you, my dear 


nn 


* intirely at your own Diſcretion, to chuſe the Com- 
pany you like beſt: If your Inclinations lead you 
* moſt to go along with him, I ſhall not contradict, 
* or endeavour to compel you to the contrary; and if 
* you have a Mind to return back with me, you are 
* ſenſible of my Love and Affection, and how wel- 
come you are to me. 5 TEE 
Abdolmutalib, with his Eyes fixed on the Ground, re- 
mained ſome Moments in a ſilent Suſpence, and his 
Cheeks, all covered with Bluſhes, evidently demon- 
{trated the Nonplus he was at for a ſuitable Anſwer. 
He looked firſt upon his dear Mother, who had given 
him his firſt Nouriſhment, and who had carried him 
Nine Months in her Womb, whoſe tender Breaſts had 
given him Milk, and who was ſo extremely fond of 
bim: Then lifting up his Eyes again, his worthy Uncle 
preſented himſelf to his View; and, upon recollecting 
the ſtrong Ties of Conſanguinity, the high Obligations 
he had to him, for the great Love he bore him, as, like- 
wiſe, the laſt Injunction of ſo noble a Father, whoſe 
| Deſire 
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Deſire and Commands he thought himſelf in 1 Wy 
bound to accompliſh; ſo that ter having conte 4 
filent for fore 1. Time, he at laſt, with a moſt reſpu o 
Geſture and Actent, (and moſt juſtly did her eta. F 
dinary Merit clan the higheſt Reſpect) returybſi beim 
Ei og this AV: 59: 29" nab 
It going to Mecca with my Uncle will wot" bet 
counted an Act of Diſobddience to Tou, my Tal For 
0 nation is to proceed in my Journey thither: Bic, MW © 
«in offending. you, I fear I ſhall likewiſe offenid * 
* Creator; therefore am determined to act noth ar 
; contrary to your Pleaſure and Commands, but ill KG 
"ther proceed * return as You! ſhall Pirate to' Ap- 00 


rt... „ eee LL 
2 * na being now ſatisfied hide Way her Soles . de 
ſires chiefly Fed him, would no longer detain" m; be 
but, on the contrary, with the'greateſt Tokens 011 bt. 
derneſs, Conſent, and even Willingneſs, ſhe Kill. to 
embraced, and gave him her Bleſſing; after whith, 
with the ſincereſt Expreſſions of mutual Friendſhip, 
Love, Acknowledgment and Reſpect, with great” f 
fers and Proteſtations on either ſide, they took their 
Leaves of each other; Salma, with her Company 
taking the Road back to Tathrib, whilſt the noble Un- 
cle with the Child purſued their Journey to Meccd. 
As they were proceeding on their Way, very joy- 
fully, Almutalib ſaid to his beloved Nephew. thus; 
0 Lien, my dear Child, to what Jam about to fay: 
My Counkel is, that if you are asked who ycu are, 
e bo ſure you conceal your Name, and let no body 
'* know that you are, any wiſe related to me; but, 
to all who inquire, tell them, you are my Servant: 
225 „ For, if at Tathrib you have had Snares laid for 
* your Life, and have been perſecuted by thoſe Tray- 
* tors; in the City we are now going to, we have 
e likewiſe many of that perfidious, blood-thirſiy 
“Generation; wherefore, ſeeing you are not 1mme- 
* diately to take the Government of Mecca into 


TY Joux own Hands, it is not at all convenient, that 
4 in 
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« in the Interim, they ſhould know any thing of your 
« Birth, or Deſcent, ar even have the leaſſi Suſpicion 

of it. I 30880] Steder e 18 Tr — 375 1 20 
Having given: him this neceſſary Precaution, and 
being now arri ved at the City Gate, they began te 
make their Entry; the reſplendent Rays of the Pra. 
1hetick Light ſtill going betore them; which from the 
Forehead of Abdotmutalib caft no: leſs bright Reffe- 
(tion, - than dotha- Cryſtal Mirror reverberating the 
Beams of the Mid-dayt Sun. 
All who beheld; that moſt beautiful Countenance, 
vere very inquiſitive: in aſking the Uncle, Hiho that 
lovely Child was, and from tohence he brought him? Al. 
uutalib very readily told all who inquired, That he 
was 4 Touth be bad bought from aidiftant Country, whert 
e bad lately been, and whom: be intended to breed up in 
his Family as a:Domeſtick.: And, in Effect, from thences 
forwards, | he was ever after called by the Name ok 
% Abdolmutalib, inſtead of Faibacanus, ¶ rather SHeiyb] 
being thought by every body to be really Almut alib s 
Favourite- Page or Servant, upon whieh account they 
gave him that Name. He was extremely beloved 
and reſpected by the whole City; every one who be- 
held that glorious Light, which was ſo conſpicuous 
upon his lovely Countenance, - being inclined to have 
2 more than ordinary: Affection for him, and were in- 
ſenſibly inſpired to beſtow their Benedictions upon 

him. Nay, the People, in all their Neceſſities, and 
Mistortunes, and upon all Occaſions; as want of Rain 

in a droughty Lear, or any ſuch like Viſitations, 
and Tokens of God's Wrath, which frequently occur 
to Mankind, they would intercede, and implore the 

Mercy and Aſſiſtance of the Lord of all Things, in 
his Name; which Interceſſions His Divine Majeſty, 

out of his immenſe Bounty, would never fail to give 
Far to, when made in the Name of that Poſſeſſor of 

1 rere the 
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) Abd, in Arabiik, ſignifies Servant, or Creature. 
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the Myſterious Eight; and of his fature:Badgſh;! 
the beat ified Prophet Mabome. ni 
The Fa me of his exceeding Beauty, un camo 
Qualifications, and great :Actions:extended itſeiß not 
only throughout MMecca, but over all its Perritthie 
both far and near: And as it: always'happeneth, thut 
thoſe who are the: moft;eminently: conſpicuous fort 
extraordinary Merits and Nerfections, are e] 
Moſt liable to the; Evy and Malice of Rivalsytandde-! 
cret Enemies, (who are none but Men of bafe:Princi- 
ples; nor do they ever per ſecute any but the Goodl and 
the Righteous) and by how much the more they erte! 
in Virtue, and Piety, by ſo much the ſurer they an 
to be expoſed to the Hatred and dangerous Treacheries dan 
of the Wicked and Invidious. An- undeniablet Nef ted 
of all this we have in this worthy Perſon; for, frbm rep 
the very Moment of his Birth, till the Hour vf hs M 7 
Death, his wicked Enemies were continually racking ins 
their Inventions to find out Means to deſtroy him. Wy. 
In thoſe Days, there lived in Mecca a certain near Wi, | 
Relation of this Abdolmutalib's, being his Couſin Ger- biſ 
main, and Grandſon to the great Abdulmenaf, who Win: 
was a Man of good Parts, and Qualifications, but of br 
an ambitious, haughty Mind; yet was honoured and Hand 
reſpected by all, for his high Deſcent, and immentfe 
Riches. He was Grand Preſident of the Council, 'a 
very able Stateſman, and had, in a manner, the whole 
Management of the Affairs of the City Mecca ; being 
the chief Miniſter at the Helm of the Government, 
and fo highly revered, and even feared by all the In- 
habitants, that none dared to diſobey or contradict 
him; as knowing the dangerous Conſequences of ha- 
ving ſo great a Politician for their Enemy: For, a. 
Skill and Penetration in State Politicks are the principal 
Steps to high Stations and Dignities, ſo an able Politician 
is a dangerous Enemy. © W 2 460 
Now Abdolmutalib being grown up to Man's Eſtate, 
and was married and had got a Child (though he ſtill 
retained the Prophetick Light, that Son being not ** 
| Eielle 
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Fleed Inheritor thereof) the People began to ſlacken in 
their Reſpect and Eſteem they were wont to have for 
his above-mentioned Kinſman, and, in fine, they took 
no more notice of him, and he was as much forgotten, 
25 if he had been in the other World; none applying 
to him in publick Matters, nor indeed upon any other 
Account; nor was the leaſt Regard ſhewed to any of 
his Commands; but, on the contrary, they commit- 
ted all their Affairs to Abdolmutalib's Management, de- 
livering into his Cuſtody the Keys of the City, and of 
the Council- Chamber, giving into his Poſſeſſion all the 
Archives and publick Writings, with the ſole Go- 
rernment of the Holy Temple; making him their 
Leader and General in the Field: And all the Inhabi- 
tants, in general, moſt willingly and readily ſubmit- 


Jed themſelves to his Obedience; nor did they ever 


repent their putting the Power into his Hands. 
The depoſed Governor, enraged at theſe Proceed- 
ings, his jealous Breaſt boiling with Indignation, En- 
ry, Ambition and Reſentment, ſought all Occaſions 
to ſhew the Sentiments of his incenſed Mind in ſome 
Diſcourſe with his newly advanced Kinſman :; When 
me Day he chanced to find him in the Company of 
ſveral People; at what time, quite blinded with Rage, 
and ready to burſt with Malice, he accoſted him in 
eſe extravagant and reproachful Terms; () 
* Whither, vain Boy, do your ambitious, haugh- 
ty Thoughts intend to hurry you? Tell me, thou 
' worthleſs, fantaſtical Trifler, how high would thy 
Vanity make thee aſpire at laſt, that thou thus 
tooliſhly expoſeſt thy wretched Ignorance to the 
open Air, without the leaſt Solidity, or Founda- 
tion? Or tell me, if, perhaps, thou imagineſt us to 
be ignorant who thou art. We know thee perfectly 
well. It was but Yeſterday, as it were, that thou 
wert brought almoſt naked hither to this City from 
Ith/ib, where thou hadſt led thy Life among the 
' Jews of that Place, a poor, deſpicable, forlorn 
' Wretch, a Servant-Boy ; and here amongſt us thou 
A a | „Wert 
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« wert always known, and looked upon as one of our 
© Lackeys, a poor Boy to run of an Errant: And 
© now, all on a ſudden, we behold thee reſpected. 
* honoured, and revered; advanced to the highef , 
% Employs, and Poſts of the greateſt Dignity! We 
* ſee thee puffed up with Pride and Ambition, forget. 
* tu] of thy mean, deſpicable Original, and thy poor 
* Capacity to go through what thou haſt undertgken, ! 
Thou haſt no Children, nor art thou Man ſufficient 
“ to beget them: From whence, therefore, comes it. 
that thou carrieſt thyſelf with ſo much Haneghtineſ 
towards us; ſince thou muſt needs know, that God 
«= would have bleſſed thee with Children, had he found 
& thee worthy of ſuch a Bleſſing; and that the only | 
| _ © Cauſe he denieth to grant thee that Bleſſing, is thy 
«< own Unworthineſs to enjoy them. | 
Abdolmatalib, quite ſcandalized, and out of Counte-| 
nance at a Diſcourſe ſo diſdaintul and haughty, could 
not avoid ſhewing his juſt Reſentment; and with that 
| undaunted Reſolution, which was fo natural to him, 
| he made him this Return, with an Accent and Geſture 
ſomewhat diſcovering the Diſturbance of his Mind, 
and how much he was touched to the Quick: 
« Were it not, ſaid he, for the Nearneſs of Blood 
« which God hath thought fit to infuſe into our Veins, 
«© and which with-holds my Arm, and to which, and 
% nothing elſe, I have ſome Regard, I would moll 
certainly disfigure that Face of yours, and ſet my 
« Mark upon that your ſhameleſs Front, for you 
e ſcurrilous, diſreſpectful Language, and would, in 
“e fallibly, make you unſay every Syllable you hav: 
ce ſo ſcandalouſly and unadviſedly uttered. It is un 
* pardonably baſe in you to upbraid me with m 
&« Want of Children, when it is far from being ui 
likely, or improbable, that I may be the Father o 
« many: Muſt you endeavour to caſt a Blemiſh uf 
* on my Honour, becauſe, as yet I have but one? 
“ ſolemnly proteſt to the Almighty, and dedicati 
* this inviolable Vow before the Preſence of his oa 
| 6 « 
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« cred Divinity, That, if He ſhall ever vouchſafe 
*« to make me the Father of Ten Sons, I will offer up 
„One of them to His Holy Name; as a Corban, 
* or Sacrifice. And, as a farther Confirmation of 
this Vow, he immediately repaired to the Holy Tem- 
ple; and approaching the venerable Caaba, embracing 
and clinging cloſe to thoſe ſauctified Rails, he affirm- 
ed the Sinc:rity of his Intent in the following devout 
Addreſs to his Creator. 5 


ee eee eee eee 


ABpoLMuTariis's Vom in the TeupLE. 


FN Manipotent Lord of the exalted Throne of Eter- 
() nal Glory; who from Thy immenſe Altitudes 
art continually beholding all the Tranſactions of both 
the One and the Other World! Thou, whoſe Incom- 


prehenſibility is in every Place, and yet cannot be 
properly ſaid to be in any Plate! But, notwithſtand- 


ing, thou art to be found in every ace by thoſe who 
implore Thy Ailiſtance in their Diſtreſs! Thou, to 
whom alone all devout Prayers and Supplications are 
due, as being the univerſal and only Lord, who art 
the Inſpector, the Mover, the Tolerator, the great 
Judge and Arbiter of all Things! Thou, who alone 


knoweſt the Number of Thy Creatures; and who a- 


lone delivereſt them out of the Wombs wherein they 


have been borne and formed after the Manner and 


Figure which Thou alone haſt ſeen fit to appoint ! 
Thou, whoſe Divine Eſſence and Influence infpireth 
the Soul, and filleth it with joyful Tydings; and 


who graciouſly turneſt from us the Evils, which, 


without Thy Protection, would. continually befal us, 
and doſt change them into their Contraries! Thou; 
who well knoweſt, that I am reproached for what I 
am in no wiſe blameable ; ſince nothing can ever be 


effected withoiit Thy Permiſſion, and all thou pleaſeſt 
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to ordain, muſt ever be accompliſhed ! If, therefore, 

Lord, my Enemies upbraid and revile ine, by impu- 

ting to me the Want of a Bleſſing Thou haſt not been 

pleaſed to grant me, I humbly preſume, moſt boun- 

tiful Lord, that it is but juſt and equitable, that Thy 

Divine Grace and Goodneſs ſhould ſupply thoſe my 

Defects. O Lord! if Thou ſhalt think fit to make 

me the Father of Ten Sons, who ſhall be Followers 

and Obſervers of Thy Holy Laws, and {ſhall aſſociate 
themſelves with Thy true and faithful Servants, in an 

intire Obedience to Thee, and to none but Thee alone; 

3 I here again repeat my late voluntary Vow, with the 
utmoſt Sincerity and Reſignation, of devoting One 
af that Number to Thy Divine Service, by offering 
ö him up as a Sacrifice to Thy Holy Name; which ſo- 
lemn Vow I promiſe to keep ſacred and inviolable, 
without the leaſt Scruple or Prevarication. 2 


This ſolemn Addreſs he made with ſo unfeigned a 
Contrition of Heart, and ſuch a Sincerity and Ferven- 
| cy of Mind in his Expreſſions, that the Divine Good- | 
neſs heard, and granted his Supplication : For, in Pro- 
ceſs of Time, he became the Father of (a) Ten Male 
Children, which were brought him by Six ſeveral 
Wives he married; all of them worthy Ladies of great 
Merit, and noble Extraction, ſelected out of the moſt ! 
Illuſtrious Tribes. Of theſe Sons, the Youngeſt of all 
was the Elected Inheritor of the reſplendent Light. 


They 


* 
— 


(4) See ſomething of this, Pag. 123, 124, in the Note, ment! | 
on'd by D'Herbelot, under the Name Abdelmothleb. — Dean Pri 
deaux in his Life of Mabomet, ſays, That Abdolmutalib (whom he 
* calls Abd Mutallah) had Thirteen Sons; and that Abdallah, the 
** Impoſter's Father, vas the Ejdeſt, and not the Toungeſt, as my 
Author affirms; though the ſame is likewiſe affirmed by D' Herbelet, 
under the Name Mohammed About khaſſem, Ben Abdallah, in thele ve- 

ry Words, viz. Abdelmotbleb, the Son of Haſhem, and Grandfathcr 

to Mahomet, had Ten Sons; Hareth, Gaidac, Abonlebehel, Abdel 

Caa bab, Dheran, Abbas, Hamab, 7.1beir, Abou Talib, and 45 
| Thi 
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They gave him the Name of Abdallab [i. e. God's 
gervant.] He was a Child of incomparable, Beau- 
ty, Shape, Mien, and Qualifications; upon whom 
Heaven poured down its Bleſſings, and whoſe Birth 
was the Subject of infinite Joy to the whole Earth. 


A 


1 — * 


This Abdallah, the Tenth and Laſt, was Father to Mahom>t, and the 
other Nine were his Uncles, among whom 4beulckeke! was his great- 
eſt and moſt implacable Enemy. 5 
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HAF. IVII. 


Te Caution which ought to be uſed in making ſo- 
lemn Vos; with the Neceſſity of keeping them 
when made. Abdolmutalib's Raſhneſs. He 

propoſeth the Sacrifice to his Sons. Their Obedi- 
ence, but more eſpecially Abdallah's, with his du. 


and Complaints. They make ready for the Sacri. 
fice in the Temple. The great Toy of the Jews. 
Abdallah's Refignation. Aburalib offers him. 
ſelf in his ſtead. Abdolmutalib's Prayer. The 
People prevent the Sacrifice, & c. They go to con- 
Jalt a wiſe Woman. 1 5 


NAI 


os or Offerings ought to be kept, on- 
52Tt ly according to the Advantage or Bene- 


— 
* 
* 


e them, if well and properly choſen ; or 
ddqdiſpenſed with, omitted, and neglected, 

| if, on the contrary, the Performance can 
produce nothing but evil Effects: For, by how much 
the more acceptable the Obſervance thereof ſhall ap- 
pear in the Sight of the Almighty Creator, by fo money 
the 


tiful Anſwer. His great Reſolution. They caſt 
Lots. Abdallah is choſen. His Mother's Grief | 
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the more the Dedicator offendeth the Supreme Majeſty 
of God, and accumulateth his Sins, in failing of ac- 
compliſhing what he hath dedicated. Vows and Pro- 
miſes are (or at leaſt always ſhould be) free, ſponta- 
neous and voluntary, not forced and conſtrained ; and 
more eſpecially when made to God, and Himſelf is 
called upon to be the Witneſs; for then they become 
an Obligatory Precept; and to derogate from that, is 
a Perjary of an unpardonable Nature: For, let us 
extenuate the Sin ever ſo much, by alledging, that it 
was a Vow better to be broken than kept; yet ſtill, he 
who is guilty of ſuch a Perjury, certainly loſeth the 
Name of a faithful Servant, and forfeiteth his Word, 
and blaſteth his Character, and his Reputation, there- 
by rendering himſelf for ever infamous. * Wherefore 
every one, who deſigneth to make any folemn Promiſe, 
ought ſeriouſly and very deliberately to conſider what 
he is about, and to compute and calculate the Nature 
_ of the Promiſe he is going to make, and of Him to 
whom he is going to dedicate it, maturely weighing it 
againſt his own Sufficiency and Ability, before he pro- 
ceed too far, by raſhly, inconſiderately, and irretrie- 
vably offending his great Maker. But when once his 
Reſolution is firmly fixed, then, indeed, let him con- 
firm it with ſuch ſacred and inviolable Ties, that he 
may look upon the punctual Performance thereof, as 
the higheſt of all Obligations; becauſe, in thoſe 
Things, wherein Heaven andits mighty Lord are con- 
cerned, there muſt never be the leaſt Equivocation or 
Prevarication, but the naked Truth in all its Purity; 
lince, even in worldly Affairs, they are highly diſplea- 
ling to God. 

It is the moſt undoubted Sign of an unfeigned Virtue 
in that Perſon. who, while in the Vigour of his Youth, 
and bleſſed with the Enjoy ment of a perfect State of 

Health, ſhutteth his Eyes againſt the alluring Pleaſures 
and Vanities of the World, purely to look upwards to- 
wards Heaven, and Divine Things; and who, with 
that only View, voluntarily depriveth himſelf of his 

SEE Liberty, 


_ would be far better, if our Lives and Deportment 
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Liberty, by retiring into fome loneſome Solitude, te- 
pulſing all his Inchnations, and bridling and ſubduing | 
all his Appetites. This is the Virtue which our 44. 
limo, or Teachers, ſo highly extol, applaud and ap. 
prove of; affirming, that it is moſt grateful and ac- | 
ceptable in the Sight of God: But, above all other 
good Works, thoſe which they moſt of all approve of, 
as more ſuperlatively meritorious than all others what- | 
ſoever, are Vows and Offerings made to Heaven; the 
which, they ſay, cauſe both God and His Angels to re- 


jyoice: And, in Effect, a ſolemn Vow, dedicated and 


addreſſed to God, is ſuperlatively meritorious, and to 


which nothing is any ways comparable; provided 


that what the Tongue hath attered; is firmly ground- 
ed in the Heart; and when, to confirm it, the Dedi- 
cator maketh uſe of a ſtrenuous Vehemency, and an 
irradicable Reſolution; when all his Senſes and Fa- 
culties are agreed, and ſtrongly bent upon the Perfor- 
mance: Then it 1s, that the Action becometh merito- 
riouſſy weighty ; then it is, the Maker of that Vow 
diſ-1ngageth himſelf from the Snares of the World and 
the Fleſh, and meritoriouſly chargeth himſelf with 
that Obligation. It is, indeed, very true, that it 


were ſuch, that there might be ho Neceſſity for theſe 


Tryals; but ſince we are, throvgh the Frailty of our 
Natural Diſpolitions, fo very brittle, and, by Conſe- 
quence, liable to the ſame Aptneſs to break, as all 


other brittle Bodies are, we frequently fall aſunder; 
and therefore, it is very requiſite we ſhould be ſouldred 
aud made whole by ſuch Amendments. Yet let us do 
our beſt to avoid all Occaſions, of making raſh and 


inconſiderate Refolutions; ſuch always make our 
Vows and Oblations leſs weighty and meritorious; 


they being extorted, as it were, by Force. Seeing, 
therefore, that we have Leiſure and Opportunity 
offered us to prevent thoſe evil Conſcquences, Jet us 
not be the Authors of cur own Misfortunes : But if 
| F e 


1 
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we make juſt and reaſonable Vows, it is very juſt and 
reaſonable we ſhould perform them. 

It cannot be diſputed, but that Ahdolmutalib, in the 
before mentioned Controverſy, had ſome ſort of a reaſon- 
able Provocation to act as he did. Who doubts, but 
that the Affront and Indignity offered him, was very 
groſs? Certainly he thought it ſo; and that even in 
the higheſt Degree; or elſe he could never have been 
prevalled with to make ſuch a Vow, as the Offering 
to the Lord as a Victim, the Life of one of his own 
Children; a Life which muſt of Neceſſity be ſo dear 
to him, and which muſt coſt him ſo much; and that 
only through the Reſentment thoſe groſs Expreſſions 
gave him! In thoſe Days, at Mecce, and throughout 
all thoſe Parts of the World, a Man who had no 
Children, was looked upon with a very deſpicable Eye, 
as one worthy of little, or no Regard: And for cer- 
tain, had his Antagoniſt known, or been able to have 
thought upon any Thing that would have been taken 
as a greater Affront, and have touched him more to 
the Quick, he would, infallibly, have ſaid it; for, 
upon ſuch Occaſions, when Men are blinded with 
Choler, their Anger will generally provoke them to 
utter the worſt of Words; nay, tho' what they ſay, 
is rather an Affront to him who ſpeaketh, than to the 
Perſon to whom they are directed, as it happened in 
the Caſe before us: For, to treat a Man who was held 
in ſuch high Eſteem as was Abdo/mutalth, in fo vile a 
Manner, and to give him ſo groſs Language, only for 
accepting of what was his lawful Right, his own Pa- 
trimony of Inheritance, which had, in fo direct a Line, 
been tranſmitted down to him from his Anceſtors, 
was moſt apparently the greateſt and molt unpardon- 
able Piece of Brutality ever heard of! Yet let that be 
as it will, or his Provocation ever fo grievous, to 1n- 
dice him to come to ſo cruel a Reſolution and to 
oblige himſelf to take ſuch a violent Satisfaction, it 
was ſtill exerting his Reſentment by much too far; 
2 range Derogation from his great natural 3 
| an 
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and Sagacity. Nothing could well be a greater tn. 
ſtance of Temerity, than to make a Vow of Seri. 
ficing a Life which was none of his to offer, and which 
Was alſo a Thing ſo very uncertain, as to the Perfor- 
mance. And in caſe he ſhould be able to accompliſh 


\ 
his Promiſe, he left an Example of his Cruelty and Ml C6: 
Inhumaniy to his whole Poſterity. An Example which Wl $f 
ought ſo carefully to be avoided by all, but more par- fx. 
ticularly by thoſe whom God hath placed upon Earth Wl for 
to be Precedents or Patterns for others; whoſe Office I nc 
it rather is, to ſet Examples, whereby their Inferiors pe 
may edify ; as being thoſe, upon whoſe Actions the Wl uh 


= bo of the Vulgar are perpetually fixed, and to ſta 
whom they are to appeal upon all Occaſions. thi 


Abdolmutalib was now become the Father of Ten W 14 
proper Sons, moſt of which, being full grown Men, WW { 
were married, and very happily ſettled in their own un 
Families and Eſtates, and ſome had ſeveral Children, 
And at the Time, when he took the greateſt Satis 
faction in ſeeing them all together; when the behold- YI 4. 
ing them before his Eyes, afforded him the higheſt 8 
Joy and Content; at the very Time, which, that his C 
paſt Promiſe was more out of his Thoughts, than ever I fe 
it had been ſince he made it; then it was, that, ac- I © 
cording to the natural Inſtability of Worldly Affairs, 1“ 
with one Turn of Time's variable and inconſtant 1 
Wheel, (though God is never unmindful of the “ 
Actions of his Friends, and, indeed, put it into his “ 

Mind, leſt the Glory of ſuch a Reſignation ſhould be I © 
loſt) that folemn Vow he had dedicated to the Supreme I © 
Majeſty, returned afreſh in his Memory; I mean, I * 
that of Sacrificing one of his Sons to the Lord, it be I * 
ever had the compleat Number of Ten. a 

Upon this Recollection of his Vow, though it gare © 
him an exceſſive Grief and Angniſh of Soul, yet, with- | © 
cout loſing a Moment's Time, he immediately ſet about 
it; for Delays are never good; but, in Nlatters of ſach © 

2 Nature as this, it is always beſt to take them in Hand 
| | wily 
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wth all poſfeble Expedition. To this Intent, he ſenk 
tor his beloved Sons, and when all the Ten were come 
into his Preſence, he made them an open Declaration 
of the Offering he had vowed to the Lord. 

When they heard this, they were all in a ſtrange 
Conſternation, remaining motionleſs and in deep 
Suſpence ; hanging down their Heads, with their Eyes 
fixed on the Ground, without moving their Tongues, 


for a conſiderable while; and then looking upon one 


another, with great Signs of inward Emotions, and 

Perturbations oft Mind; For the Image of Death, 
which ſeemed to be in the Midſt of them, had intirely 
ſtagnated and congealed their Blood, and diſpirited 
them to ſuch a Degree, that not one of them returned 
the leaſt Syllable in Anſwer to what their Father 

had ſaid; nor is it any Wonder they ſhould be fo 
ſurprized, ſince every one of them, muſt needs lie 

under the Apprehenſion of the fatal Lot's falling to his 
own Share, and that he muſt be the Victim. 

But after they had continued ſo long mute, 
Abdallah, the Youngeſt of them all, at length broke 
S lence, and with a chearful, ſedate, and ſmiling 
Countenance, ſtood forth, and made his Father the 
following Reply; * Moſt certain it is, my beloved 
„parent! that you have engaged your felt in an 
* Undertaking, that none but you was ever heard to 
* have thought upon, in any Age whatſoever : But 
* ſince you have done it, and your Vow is paſt re- 
* calling, there remaineth nothing now but that you 
* immediately go about it, and ſhew your Obedience 
* by accompliſhing what you have ſo folemnly pro- 
* miſed to His Divinity, without any farther Delay : 
* And may the Supreme Lord never permit, that, 
in any of us, there ſhould be the leaſt Sign of any 
Thing, but what may tend towards the Serving and 
„Obeying you, in all whatſoever you ſhall pleaſe to 
* command or deſire. We are, all Ten of us, your 
* Sons; and we all reſign to pay an intire Obedience 
* to the Lord who created us, and to the Father * 

„ be- 
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* begat us: We are every one of us ſatisfied and 
* contented, and offer our Lives with an humble 
| ® and dutitul Reſignation ; and I am the firſt; who are 
„for all the reſt, offer my own Throat to the Ml cot 
* Knife.” | 44, pre 
His Father, upon this, turned towards the others, Fa 

to ſee whether or no they approved of what had been in 
faid; and they all, with one Voice, anſwered in the MI 
like Terms, ſaying; © Not only One of us; but, I 
| if it be your Pleaſure to command us All to die, it 
[ * we will moſt freely, moſt ſincerely, and moſt wil I] ” 
| * lingly reſign our Lives. 1 
| The pious Father, was ſo highly pleaſed and com. . 
forted at the great Dutifulneſs and Humility of this 0 
Reply, as likewiſe, at the noble Generoſity and Re. * 
ſolution they expreſſed, in to frankly offering their 1 * 
Lives, without ſhewing the leaſt Weakneſs or Fear, 1 * 
that, with his Eyes all drowned in Tears of Tender- | | 
neſs and Affection, he poured out a Thouſand and a | 
Thouſand Benedictions upon them, and ſaid; © My 
** dear Children; Since your Submiſhon and Reſigna - 
tion is fo exemplary and ſpontaneous, and you give . 
me ſuch Encourageinent to proceed in my Deſign, . 
my Deſire is, That to morrow, early in the Mor- : 
ning, you purity your Bodies with the neceſfary . 
( 


(c 
Ec 


ce 


Waſhings, cloath yourſelves in new Garments, 
and recommend yourſelves to God, as if you were 
going to leave the World: Take your Leaves of 
your Mothers, and let thoſe among you who are 
* the Fathers of Children, take Leave of them like: | 
wiſe, and then repair to the Holy Temple ; where, | 
that neither of you may think himſelf injured, or 
“partially dealt withal, you ſhall caſt Lots; and he 
< upon whom it is God's Pleaſure the Lot ſhall fal), 
Him it ſhall be, from among the reſt, who ſhall be 
ce the choſen Victim for the Sacrifice; Which they all 
willingly agreed to, and very punctually obſerved. 
At Break of Day Abdolmntalib aroſe, and began to 
prepare for what he bad reſolved upon. He firſt pF - 
| Walne 
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waſhed his Body, put on his beſt Apparel, adorned him- 
ſelf with many precious Relicks of the Ancient Patri- 
archs and Prophets, performed his Devotions, / re- 
commending himſelf to his Creator; and:then, being 
provided with a keen Weapon, of Indian Temper and 
Fabrick, he went forth in order to put his Undertaking 
in Execution, calling upon his Sons to follow him, who al 
immediately came out at the firſt Call, and preſented 
themſelves before their Father, except Abdallah, who 
ſtayed behind; Not that he was in the leaſt backward or 
unwilling to come, but was detained by the ſorrowful 
afflicted Fatima his Mother, who could by no Means be 
prevailed upon to part with him. At length he en- 
deavoured to force himſelf out, ſhe ſtill hanging upon, 
and embracing him; and he, that he might get looſe 
and diſ-ingage himſelf from her, unkindly denied and 


refuſed thoſe tender Demonſtrations of Maternal 


Love and Affection, though ſo exceſſively moving, 
that they were enough to mollify the very Rocks. 
* Let me go, ſaid he to her, to my Father, who is 
“ yonder waiting for me, leſt he ſhould accuſe me 


* of Neghgence, or deem me to be a Puſilanimons, 


* faint-hearted Coward ; For I have far more Regard 
* to my Reputation, my Duty and my Obligation, 
* than to all your Tears. Let me go, therefore, I 


* ſay; for if the Lord ſhall decree that I loſe, my 


Life, I ſhall then have been found worthy of that 
* Palm of Glory, whereof my Soul is fo deſirous ; and 
* ſhall thereby deliver my Brethren, and acquit my 
Father of this obligatory Debt: But if God ſeeth 
* proper that I eſcape, I ſhall return to you again, 
He had no ſooner ſaid theſe Words, but his Father 


came in great Haſte, to call him; and Fatima, her 


Eyes flowing with Showers of Tears, turned towards 
him, and thus beſpake him; © In what Part of the 
* World have yeu ever ſeen, or heard; in what 
** Book have you read, an Example or Precedent 
* of a Father's imbruing his Hands in the Blood of 
* his own begotten Son, and that, without the leaſt 
© Provocation, or forcible Compulſion! Is there any 


. Cruelty 
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cruelty in the whole Univerſe to be compared töf. 
., inhuman a Deed? When it ſhall be known in the 
* World, that you cut your Son's Throat, nay, ſup. 
* poſing it done in Pathon, or for ſome great Crime, 


* what will be ſaid or you? But ſtill ſuppoſing, that! 


a this Undertaking of yours cannot pollibly de dil. 


penſed with, or prevented, take one of the other 


* Nine, and let this your youngeſt Child alone; Have 
® Pity upon his tender Years; conſider his uncommon 
* Beauty ; have Regard to that radiant Light upon 

© his Forehead, whole reſplendent Beams reach to the 
„very Skies, and remember, that this my own wretch. 


7 ed Life dependeth upon his; for, aſſuredly, I ſhal 


never ſurvive my Child one Moment. 


I0o this Abdolmutalib made Aiilwer n theſe Words; 
* You may aſlure yourſelf, that 1 have the greateſt 


* Reluctancy imaginable, to hurt even one Hair of 
ce 


* who is the very Light of my Eyes; but it is not 
ce 


* reaſonable that the Lord's due Sacrifice ſhould be 
© neglected or refuſed, upon the Account of your Son's 
* Beauty, or your Grief, or indeed, upon any other 
< Worldly Conſideration whatſoever. I feel more 
* Compaſſion for him, and love him with a more 
tender and unfeigned Affection, than all thoſe who 
e make Profeſſion of their Love and Concern, be 
the outward Signs of their Grief ever ſo great, or 
their Lamentations ever ſo many. I'll conduct him 
with the reſt to the Temple, where, Oh! may it 
be the Divine Will of the Almighty, of His infinite 
© and boundleſs Mercy, that he may be ſentenced to 
< live, and not to die! But if the fatal Lot falleth 
upon him, it is our Duty to obey ; For there is n0 
© contradifting, or contending with the Pleaſure or De- 
e erees of Him whoſe Creatures we are, and who com- 
« mandeth and forbiddeth what He Himſelf pleaſeth. 
When Abdolmutalib had ſaid this, the Youth im- 
mediately got himſelf ready, and turned towards his 
forrowful Mother to take his Leave of her; who ki 


* 
ME 
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ſing, embracing, and bleſſing him, with Expreſſions 
and Geſtures which would have ſoft ned the hardeſt 
Stones, fell into theſe paſſionate Exclamations z © My 
„dcàreſt darling Child! Thou, whom the Lord hath 
„ plaſcd-to ordain, that thy Father ſhall cut thy 
© Throat before my Face! That theſe my Eyes ſhall 
„ behold thy beautiful Countenance all beſmeared 
* with the Blood of thy precious Veins! O my Child} 
„Thou who wert wont, with only looking upon thee, 
to alleviate all my Pains, all my Sorrow and my 
* Liſcontent, and now thy Sight affordeth me no- 
„thing but mortal Affliction, Grief and Deſpair! 
„This unhappy Day putteth an End to all my Com- 
fort and Joy, and is the Beginning of my Anguiſh, 
my Bitterneſs, and my Woe; ſince, from this 
wretched fatal Minute, my Breaſt can never more 
be capable of hoping for the leaſt Glimpſe of Reſt 
or Conſolation! This Day Mecca will be deprived of 
its Luminary! This Day it will be involved in Dark- 
neſs! For when it no longer enjoyeth thy Light, it 
muſt, of neceſſity, be covered with Clouds of Oh- 
ſcurity! Let thoſe who are in her Walls accompany 
me, this cruel Day, in my Tears and Lamenta- 
tions; and let the Inhabitants of Places far and neap 
repair hither, to be Witneſſes of my unutterable 
© Grief! O my Child! for whoſe Ranſom I would 
* freely ſacrifice my own Lite, were it valuable 
* enough to redeem thine, or would it do thee any 
* Service ! But alas! I do but, by vainly forming 
* effetleſs Chimæras, wiſh 1 could apply a Re- 
* medy; for I ſee, by no human Means, how, op 
* which Way I can deliver thee | My Eyes ſhall 
* flow with watry Floods of Brine, as lon 
* as thoſe Membranes which cover them ſha 
** endure, and when they are rent and torn out, 
© the Torrent ſhall then be converted into Blood! 
© From this Day I bid Adieu to all Comfort, and re- 
* nounce every Spark of Joy; ſince all that I have 
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“ hitherto enjoyed, from hence- forwards, will be the 


«© Subject of my eternal Anguiſh! “ . 

Thus ſpake the diſconſolate Fatima, weeping all the 
while, without Intermiſſion, as if in Reality her Son 
had been maſſacred in her very Sight. Abdolmutalih, 
likewiſe, was fo dillolved, as we may ſay, in Tor- 
rents of bitter Tears, that he melted away like Wax 
in the Heat : Nor is it to be wondered at, that Tears 
vented with ſo much Ardency, ſhould reduce him to 
ſuch a Sofrneſs. But at laſt he reſolved upon de- 
parting, without farther Delay, or ſuffering himſelf 


to be detained any longer, by giving Ear to Weeping 
and Complaints; and ſo, ordering his Son to come 


after him, they went into the Street, followed by the 
ſorrowful Fatima, cloſe behind them. Like an Ewe from 
whom her tender Lamb hath been ſnatched away, 
and is ſhewed to her at a Diſtance, juſt ſo did this 
afflicted Mother run after them, overwhelmed with 
Floods of Tears, and ſo confounded, that ſhe ſcarce 


knew what ſhe did; her very Garments being 2 


2 to her, ſhe trampling upon them as ſhe went 
along. 
The News of this great Incident was ſoon diſperſed 
throughout Mecca, and all the circumyacent Country, 
and all who heard it repaired thither; inſomuch, that 
ſuch prodigious Numbers of People flocked to be Specta- 
tors of that Tragical Scene, that the City was much 
too ſinall to contain them. Nor did the Sages and 


Diviners of that perverſe Generation of People, the 


Jetos, with Multitudes of their Followers, fail to be 
there; That accurſed Race! who were continually in- 
venting treacherous Snares and Practices againſt the 
Lord's Elefed Poſſeſſors of the Light; and that be- 
cauſe thoſe impious Traytors were ever apprehenſive, 
and had ſure Grounds of their Suſpicion, that the true 
Lord and Poſſeſſor of that Sacred Light, would over- 
throw and aboliſh their falſe Sect. And the more, 
becauſe amongſt their ancient Relicks, thoſe wicked 
Magicians had preſerved a Shirt which had been dip- 
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ned in the Blood of the Righteous (2) Jahia, concern- 
ing which their Writings made mention, That when“ 
ever the Blood, which, for ſo many Ages, had been 
upon that Garment, ſhould be perceived to liquify, 
and to drop apace from it, that then, of a Certainty, 
the deſtroying Sword of Wrath approached. 

Theſe Tokens were manifeſtly ſhewn them at the 
Time of dödalab's Birth; for the Blood was ſeen to 
drop very faſt from that boly Relick; and by this 
they were fully convinced, that their Ruin and Perdi- 
tion was at Hand. For this Reaſon they had aſſem- 


| bled together all their ſtouteſt Warriors from all the 


Cities and Towns in the Country, and, upon Conſul- 
tation, had firmly reſolved, and given expreſs Orders 
to deſtroy the Light, by killing Abdallah, when and 
where-ever they could find a favourable Occaſion : And 


with that perfidious bloody Deſign, after which they 


ſo much thirſted, they were now come to Mecca, 
upon hearing the News of this Sacrifice, to ſee whether 
or no it would fall to his Lot to become the Victim; 
and to further which, they bad privately* offered vaſt 
Sums of Money, and prodigious rich Preſents of Jewels 
and other valuable Things. 3 
Ahdolmutalib was now come to the Temple, pre- 
ceded by his Ten Sons, and gave Orders, that the 
Lots, according to the Cuſtom of thoſe Times, ſhould 


be brought him, which he delivered into the Hands 


of the Perſon appointed for that Office, and then gave 
lim the Charge of his Children. This Perſon took 
them, and, followed by all the Ten Brothers, went into 
the Temple, the good Father ſtaying without, with his 
drawn Weapon ready in his Hand; tho' ſcarce able to 
contain himſelf, but ſtood trembling, and felt all the 
Convalſions to which the Frailty of Human Fleſh is 
ſubje&; and before the Lots were caſt, he went up to 
the Rails, and laying hold of them, he devoutly be- 
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(a) St. John the Baptiſt. 
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ſought God to accept of this his Sacrifice, with the 
ſame Pleaſure as he offered it, and that it might beaz 
grateful in His Sight, as he deſired it ſhould, He 
likewiſe implored the Almighty, that his Son Abd 
allah might be exempted from the fatal Lot, and that 
it might rather fall upon any other of the Nine. And 
indeed, this was what gave him the greateſt Diſquiet, 
becauſe he bore him a tenderer Affection, than he 
ſhould have done to Fifty Sons, had he had ſo many. 

Having ended his Prayer, he departed froni the holy 
Rails (which all the while he had been embracing) 


and calling out aloud to the Perſon who had the Lots, 


he bad him do his Office, without Delay. The Caſe of 
this pious and venerable Perſonage, was at that Jun- 
Cure, certainly very extraordinary, and, as we may 
term it, as if he had been put to publick Sale; fo in- 
tirely were the Thoughts and Eyes of the whole Mul- 


titude taken up with his Concerns: For that vaſt 
Concourſe of People were all crouding around the ſpa- 


cious Portico of the Temple, impatiently waiting the 


Reſult of this great Affair, and the coming out of him 
whom Chance ſhould have condemned to be the ſuffering 


Victim. That numerous Congregation was compoſed 
of his Relations, Friends and Well-wiſhers, as alſo of 
abundance of his invidious Enemies and Perſecutors, 
who bore him a mortal Hatred. Thoſe were extremely 


moved with Commiſeration and Fellow-feeling, at his 


preſent unhappy Circumſtances, and inexpreſſible Agi- 
tation of Mind, as every well-intentioned diſintereſted 
Perſon muſt undoubtedly conceive his to be; whilſt 
theſe others would indiſputably have been, in their 
Souls, far better pleaſed to have ſeen him ſtill deeper 
involved in Grief, Anguiſh and Miſery ; for the Wick- 
ed bave always abundantly more Malice concealed in their 
Hearts, than what they openly make Profeſſion of. Some 
are weeping and lamenting for the unfortunate Father, 
whilſt others, who hate him, inwardly reoice at his 


Afflictions. Whilſt ſome pity the rigid Fate of the 


unhappy Youth, whoſe Lot it ſhall be to "Rog the 
| xttter 
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bitter Draught, others have, by way of Anticipation» 
already paſſed Sentence upon him. We, 
Thus, as is uſual in all mixed Aſſemblies; were the 
Thoughts of the whole Multitude variouſly employed; 
the unconſtant Rabble, who are profeſſed Enemies 
to the Good, and to all Piety, having their Minds 
moſt at Eaſe; according to their Cuſtom upon all ſuch 
Occaſions. The ſorrowful Mothers of thoſe illuſtri- 
ous Youths were all preſent, overwhelmed with an: 
zious Doubts and Apprehenſions, each being filled with 
Fear and Horror, leſt the fatal Lot ſhould fall upon 
her own Son. Theſe racking Thoughts gave them un- 
utterable Diſquiets and Perturbations of Soul: This 
inſupportable Uncertainty made them wring their de- 
licate, lilly Hands, and cauſed them to tremble with 
Anguiſh and Deſpair, and to vent innumerable bitter 
Sighs, at the ſhocking Thoughts of what might hap- 

en. „„ n | N 5 ED 
ey hen that numberleſs Congreſs of People had a 
conſiderable while continued with their Eyes always 

fixed upon the Gate of the ſanctified Temple, without 
once moving them off from that Object, ſome clam- 
bering up one upon another to ſee the better, others 
ſtanding; on. tip-toe, ſtretching their Necks as much 
as poſſible, and all in general looking that way, with 
the utmoſt Attention; the Pen Now at laſt was 
ſeen to open, and the Lot-Caſter. came forth, leading 
after him the noble Youth Abdallah (by a Saſh which 

he had faſtened to his beautiful Neck, by giving it 
one Turn round it) bis Viſage pale, wan and diſcolour- 
ed, and not the leaſt Glimpſe of his wonted glorious 
Light appearing on his Countenance4 after whom fol - 
lowed his Nine Brothers, all weeping and making la- 
mentable Outcries for him, and uttering the ſame Ex- 
preſſions of exceſſive Concern, as if the Caſe had been 
their own.; all which, when the good Abdolmutalib be- 
held, he had certainly fainted away, and fallen to the 
Ground, had not the noble, undaunted Spirit of his 
magna nimous Anceſtors, and his own innate Great- 
Bb 2 neſs 
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neſs of Soul, inſpired him with Courage to bear up +: 
gainſt fo killing a Sight. 3 


No ſooner was this moving Scene opened, but a ſud. 


den Noiſe of Sighs, Groans and compaſſionate Mur- 


muring was heard among the SpeQators, at an Object 
ſo extremely ſhocking. To behold the lovelieſt, ſpright- 
lieſt Youth that Nature had ever formed, juſt ready 
to have the fatal Steel applied to his delicate Throat, 
and that in his tendereſt and moſt promiſing Bloom! 
But, what ſhall we ſay of his Mother, when ſhe is 

at laſt clearly convinced that all thoſe racking Fears 
and Doubts, which till then were but uncertain Suſpi- 
cions, are now but too heart-breaking Truths; who 
is now ſo plainly confirmed in what before ſhe only 
dreaded, and ſeeth the whole Myſtery unravelled be- 
fore her Eyes? This let the Mothers conſider, who 
upon every (even the leaſt) Hurt that happeneth to 
their Children, feel mortal Pains, afflict themſelves to 
the higheſt Degree, not being able to bear it with any 
Patience : What then muſt ſhe do who beholdeth her 


tered ? 5 TY 
This diſtreſſed Lady had another Son, a Youth of 


Darling, like an Ox tied down in a Ditch to be ſlaugh- 


very great Merits, who was Brother, both by Father 


and Mother, to him who was now appointed to be 
offered up as a Sacrifice: His Name was (a) Abutalib. 
This magnanimous young Hero, ſtirred up and inſpi- 


red by that tranſcendent Generoſity and Greatneſs of 


Soul, which he had inherited, in a dire& Line, from 
his illuſtrious Anceſtors, came and caſt himſelf, with 
great Piety and Humility, at his Father's Feet, and, 


with a ſcrene, ſmiling Countenance, intreated him, 


That he would be pleaſed to accept of the voluntary 


—_—— 


OR 


_ a DA A4 


(a) This Abutalib was Mahomet's Uncle, who, after the Death of 


his Grandfather Abdolmutalib. took him under his Care and Protecti- 
on. He was the Father of the famous Aly, who married the Impoſt- 


ots Daughter Fa'ima. He is often mentioned by Dean Prideaux, 


ind others. 


Offer- 
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Offering he was deſirous of making to the Lord in De- 
fence of his Brother's Life, proffering freely to lay 
down his own in Exchange. 2 | 

« dare act nothing contrary to the Lord's Plea- 

% ſure, ſaid his Father, neither will His Divinity conſent 
{© to have His holy Decrees contradicted or diſobeyed.” 
Why then, replied Abatalib, to avoid committing any 
Error, or proving diſobedient to God, let the Lots be caſt 
once more, to try if it may light upon me, and I 
will go and intercede with His Sacred Majeſty, whoſe 
Ears are always open to thoſe who ſeek Him, that, 
out of His immenſe Bounty, He will vouchſafe to ac- 
cept this my free Offering: And having ſaid theſe 
Words, he went into the Temple, where, taking hold 
of the Rails, he moſt devoutly made his Addreſs to 


his Creator in the following Terms. 
IFN — 


Ahutalib's PR AVYER. 


Sovereign of all the Nations, which, out of Thy in- 

* comprehenſible Wiſdom, Thou baſt created! O Diſtri- 
buter of all Mercies! O Maker and Erecter of Thrones! 
Thou haſt been pleaſed to paſs what Fudgment upon us 
Thou ſaweſt moſt meet and agreeable to Thy Holy Will, 
wberewith all of u, both our Father and our ſcives, are 
fully ſatisfied, and to obey which, we are perfefly reſign- 
ed. The Vow our Father made, was, in reality, ſomewhat 
Inconſiderate, and of an uncommon Nature, ſince he pro- 
miſed our Lives before we were born, or bad an Exiſtence. 
Thou wert pleaſed to comply with his ardent Requeſt, in 
granting him what he ſought for at Thy Hands; an he 7s 
now come to accompliſh his Vow, and to cffer up to Thee 
that which he had conſecrated to Thy Holy Name. IWe 
all of 745 caſt Lots, that neither of us might think himſelf 
injuriouſiy treated, and the Lot hath fallen ujon him, 
B b 3 who, 
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who, az Lord, Thou well knoweſt, 16 the moſt eftee med nd 
the wort hie ſt of us all. He is our Light, and our Content, | 


He is our chief Conſolation in our Adverſitics; He is the 


very Light of our Eyes, and the Ornament ef his whole | 
Tribe. If therefore, Lord, it ſhall be Thy Pleaſure to | 
content Thy ſelf with me for Thy Victim, and to exempt | 


my dear Brother, and ſuffer him to be ſet at. Liberty, ! 


hene affirm, in Thy Preſence, that I am freely ſatisfied to 
reſign my own Life to redeem his, if Thou wilt vouchſaſe | 


to accept me in bis lead. This 1 willingly, and of my free 
Choice offer, out of the ardent and unfeigned Affedlion l 


bear him; and, I beſeech Thee, I may be permitted to lay | 
down my Life for bis, and prevent his Blood from being | 
hilt by ſacrificing my own: O Lord, I intireat Thee, de: 


liber my Brother, have Compaſhon upon bis afflifed Mo- 


ther, and accept of this my Petition; for Fheu tbroughly 


 Fnoweſh the Intent with which 1 make it... | 


When he had ſaid this, he departed from the Rails, 
and returning to his Father, he intreated him to ac. | 
compliſh his Vow upon him, by palling his Weapon 
upon his Throat. The good Father, to put them out 


of Suſpence, caft Lots a ſecond time, and! it fell again 


upon Abdalab, as it had done before. This having 
put an End toall farther Diſputes, the Thing being now 


fo fairly confirmed, there remained nothing more ta 
do, but to obey the Sentence, as God had thought fit 
to ordain; and, in order to put it in Execution, he in- 
fantly laid hold of that his choſen Son, and conducted 
him into that Sacred Manſion, worthy of ſo noble a 
Sacrifice. Sy 78 | 


The Youth, whoſe ſo beautiful Countenance was | 


now quite deprived of every Ray of its wonted Light, 


very reſolutely encouraged his pious Father, ſaying; 


* Be not afraid, Sir, but, without Delay or Hefitation, 
tie my Hands and my Feet very faſt, that you 
may meet with no Impediment to obſtruct your 
** Pefign: And if you apprehend, that, when the cru- 
© el Steel Mall have penetrated my Veins, the Sight 

Le „„ 
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; thereof will move you to Compaſſion; I beſeech 
* you, ſhut your Eyes, and then paſs it over my 
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* Throat as faſt as you can; ſhaking off all Thoughts 


of Pity or Tenderneſs, and arming yourſelf with 
Patience, and a firm Reſolution; for, in obeying the 
Lord's Decrees, you will receive a ſufficient Confo- 
lation for my Loſs. For my own Part, I am 
intirely content, and exceeding joyful, that the Al- 
mighty is pleaſed to accept of me, in this my im- 


mature Age, for an expiatory Offering, and think 


myſelf highly honoured, in being deemed a Victim 
worthy enough to acquit you from this your Obli- 
gation, for which you are ſo extremely concerned. But 
I adviſeyou to order it fo, that your Garments may 
not be ſtained with any Drops of my Blood, as well 
to avoid giving you the Occaſion of making melan- 


choly Reflections at ſuch an Object, as likewiſe, to 


prevent my Mother from falling in a Paſſion with you, 
when ſhe ſhall behold it, which mult certainly bring 
the Remembrance afreſh into her Mind, and lay all 
the Blame upon you: And I intreat you, my beloved 


Father, that if ſhe ſheweth any Reſentment, or maketh 


any Complaints (which ſhe will have, in Juſtica, 


lome Reaſon to do) be not offended at her for ſo doing, 
* but rather comfort her in her Mourning and Sorrow, 


and endeavour to dry up thoſe Tears ſhe may pro- 
bably ſhed for her Loſs of me: For, in fine, ſhe is a 


Woman, and an indulgent tender Mother, and, upon 


that Account, ought to be conſidered, May God be 
pleaſed to comfort you both under your Afflictions; 
and I beg you, at preſent, to ſpare vour Griet, 
and to think upon nothing but fulfilling the Al- 
mighty Decree, and offering up to His Sacred Name 
the intende dSacrifice. ? 

The tender Youth had no ſooner inclined his lovely 


Neck to receive the cruel Wound, but immediately 
from his beautiful Forehead proceeded ſuch a glorious 
Splendor, that the radiant Beams of that refulgent 


Light, mounting aloft, pierced the Clouds, through 
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which having paſted, they entered into the Spherey bf 


Heaven; Where the (2) Favourite Angels, who are 


employed in bearing the Throne of Glory; cryed out, 
and humbling themtelves before the Lord of all Mbunt 


'* have Compatlion, we beſeech Thee, upon theſe pions 


© Worſlippers of Thy Divinity, ſince Thou fully 


© knoweſt their Sincerity, and the Integrity of their 
Hearts! God replied; © I fee all; They do 

nothing but what I perfectly well behold: Although 
{ am tardy, and do not immediately haſten to their 
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„ liver all thoſe who remember me, and who call 


„ npon me. | 
But when Fazima beheld the Light of her Eyes, her 


Darling Child, juſt ready to andergo the cruel Stroke 


of the keen Weapon, and that her Mifery was now 
paſt Remedy, her Huſband being buſily employed in 


faſt binding his delicate Limbs with hard Cords, and, 


in Earneſt, preparing to begin the fatal Sacrifice; 
{he, no longer able to contain herſelf, or to endure that 


inhuman Sight with any Patience, forced her Way 


out from amidſt the Croud, like an inraged Lioneſs, 
when depri ved of her Young, or a Wild Cow, whoſe Calf 
hath been taken from her, and ran about ]:ke one 


diſtracted, weeping, ſobbing, raving, lamenting, 


complaining, and tearing her Face with her Nails, 
roaming up and down through every Street, knocking 
and calling aloud at every Houſe ſhe came by, for 
the People to commiſerate her Sufferings, and to come 


to her Aſſiſtance, begging and imploripg them to 
reſcue her dear Son, either by Force of Arms, or 


otherwife, as beſt they could :: And ſo numerous were 
her Complaints, and fo loud the Out-cries ſhe made, 
that every Corner of Alecca, its publick Places, and 
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a Clemency, they ſaid; ©& Moſt Mercifül Lord! 


Alliſtance, it is only to make a fall Fryal of their 
Conſtancy and Perſeverance; and I will ſurely de- 


its 
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its Suburbs rang with them; and ſo moving was her 
Grief, that all the Men, I mean all thoſe of her own Tribe 
and Family, as likewiſe all others, who upon ſuch. 
Occaſions, value themſelves upon their Honour and 
Generoſity, were ſtirred up to ſuccour her in her 
Diſtreſs ; inſomuch, that with a reſiſtleſs Impetuoſity, 
they broke through the Multitude, bearing down, and 
trampling under their Feet all who ſtood in their 
Way, and, with their naked Sabres in their Hands, 
came up to Abdolmutalib, at the very Moment when he 
had applied the murdering Steel to his Son's Throat, in 
order to accompliſh the cruel Sacrifice; and, with a 
generous Zeal, they reſolutely laid hold of his Arm, 
and wreſted the Weapon out of his Hand, not omitting 
to give him ſome ſevere Reprimands for his unnatural 
Intent; ſaying, For Shame! For Shame! Deſiſt 
“from this Impiety! Forbear to think of injuring 
„this Woman in fo violent a Manner, by murdering 
* her Child, without the leaſt Provocation or Grounds 
for committing this cruel Piece of Barbarity ; for, 
* aſſure yourſelt, that before you ſhall ever ſee this 
* your Knife ſtained with that innocent Blood, every 
* one yon ſee here are reſolved to die in his Defence 
'© nor will we ever ſuffer you to perpetrate ſo foul and 
* inhuman a Deed. * To whom Abdolmutalib made 
this Reply; “ For what Reaſon would you compel 
** me to diſobey my Creator, and act contrary to His 
* Holy Decrees? Judge, O Lord, the Equity of this 
* Cauſe between me and theſe People, who violently 
and forcibly prevent me from performing the Obli- 
* gation I owe to Thy Divinity! * 

While they were thus contending, they heard a cer- 
tain Man calling out to them very loud at a Diſtance, 
and ſaw him forcing his Way towards them as faſt as 
he could, making Signs as he came, that they ſhould 
proceed no farther, for, that he would put them in a 
Method to ſet all Things right, and to end their Con- 
troverſy ; and as ſoon as the ſaid Perſon came where 
they were, he, addreſſing himſelf to Ahdolmutalib, _ 

thus; 
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thus; © You are the Prince and chief Ruler of | 
* Mecca and all its Territories, and the whole Govern: | 


1 er Ort 
** ment thereof is wholly lodged in your Breaſt, and | fe 
© if you ſhould thus murder your Son, it is very pto- E. 
« bable that hereafter you may be liable to the ac 
Peoples Reproaches, who may, perhaps, blame, up W fr 


* brazd and caſt Reflections upon you for this Deed, 

Las having ſet an Example to your Succeſſors, which, M F. 
* it is to be feared, they might be too apt to follow, | 

„ and fo, upon every Occaſion, make a Practice of 1 

** Sacrificing their Children, ſince you have left them 

* ſach a Precedent ; and ſuch AQtons as theſe are 

% very ill becoming Princes and Sovereigns. Now | 

“ ſhould your Poſterity do amiſs, by imitating the 

„ Example you ſhall have ſet them, all the Crimes | 

** they are guilty of will be laid to your Charge, | 

„ and you muſt aſſuredly anſwer for the ſame: Nor 

<6 doubt in the leaſt, Abdolmutalib, but that, for a 

“ Perſon of your uncommon Parts and Qualifications, * 

de to ſet evil Examples to others, is au unpardouable 

« Overſight, and what ſoundeth extremely ill.“ 
Abdolmutalib to this made Anſwer; Is it then 

% meet, or would it any wiſe be excuſable, that the 

% Vow which I have ſo folemnly made to my Great 

“ Creator, ſhould be neglected for any Earthly Con- 

4 ſideration whatſoever? To which the good Tqrama 

« (for fo was this Perſon called) replied ; * Ill give 

& you wholeſome Advice, and will ſet you in a right | 

« Method, if you will but follow my Counſel. Here 

jn this Province of Hegiaæe, not very far from hence, 

“ hveth a moſt Wiſe and Learned Woman, who, in 

“% Caſes and Diſputes of this Nature, applyeth many 

% ſucceſsful Remedies, and thereby very frequently 

e preventeth the worſt of Diſaſters : Thither, if you 

“ ſo pleaſe, we will repair, with all Diligence; where, 

< I am fully perſuaded, we ſhall find a ſatisfactory 


* Medium for what now ſo deeply troubleth your 
„Mind. e 
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This Advice given them by Hrama, was well ap- 
proved of by all; and ſo, putting a Stop to the Sacri- 
fice, Adolmutalib determined to make a Tryal if any 
Expedient could be found to fave the Youth, and to 
accompliſh his Vow without deviating, in any Point, 


from his Obligation; and ſo they reſolved upon taking 


a Journey to the Place of this Sage Woman's Abode; 


For they who are in Darkneſs, are ſtill in Hopes of getting 
out of it, and of arriving where they may once again be- 


bod the Light of the Sun. 


CHAP. 
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CH AP. XVII. 
The direful Efeits of Envy. Abdolmutalib fe 


out to go tothe Wiſe Woman, She receives great 
Preſents from him and his Followers, Her Counſel 
to him. Abdallah's pious Reſiznation. Hi 
Mother's great Offers for his Ranſom, They all 
repair to the Temple, The Lots being ſeverdl 


Times caſt, always fall upon Abdallah. Hu Re- 


proof to his Father. Afiittions beneficial to the 
Righteous, The Lot falls upon the Camels, A 
Propheticl Voice heard in the Temple, The general 
Rejoicing for Abdallah's Deliverance. The hun. 
dred Camels ſacrificed, &c. 


OS 


n Thou bitter, deadly, infernal Poiſon ! 
227 O {$89 Thou corroding Cancer! Thou dangerous 
$2 Homicide, againſt whoſe fatal Stroke no 


ENG Envy, thou corrupted incurable Wound! 


* 
8 


% 
, 7 
* 


© 


haſt deſtroyed and laid in the Duſt ſo many good 


and righteous Men! How many illuſtrious and noble 


Worthies haſt thou reduced to the loweſt and moſt 
abj-& Condition, and how many baſe, mean W retches 
haſt thou exalted! To fetch Examples from a remote 
Diſtance; What became of the Righteous (a) Ave! ? 


8 


(a) See p. 57. in the Notes. | 
7 What 


ESR 5 Human Arts or Means can avail! Thou |} 
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What was it that induced that ungracious (2) Son to 
dethrone his Father from his mighty Monarchy? 
What was it that cauſed Jacob to undergo ſo much 
Sorrow and Afflidion? What was the Cauſe of his 
don Foſeph's being caſt into the Well, and of 
being afterwards ſold as a Slave? What made 
Daniel be put into a Den, and David to be ſent 
into Baniſhment, inſtead of crowning him with 
Laurels, according to his Merits > And what was it 
that ſhortned the Days of that invincible Monarch 
Alexander, and cut him off in his moſt flouriſhing 
Prime? And, tocome nearer to our preſent Purpoſe, 
What brought the noble Youth Abdallah to ſuch a de- 
plorable Criſis, as to be bound Hand and Foot, and a 
Knife at his Throat ready to ſpill his innocent Blood? 
And finally, What ſent the good Abdolmutalib a wan- 
dring in Pilgrimage, his Heart burſting with Grief, 
reſtleſs, comfortleſs, and in Deſpair, ſeeking ſome 
Remedy and Conſolation under his Afflictions? What was 
it that cauſed his Family, all his Friends, Well-wiſhers 
and Nependants to be ſo diſquieted and ſo involved in 
Anguiſh > What divided the whole City Mecca into 
Parties and Controverſies ; ſome excuſing his Proce- 
dure, and extenuating his Offence, whilſt others 
ſeverely blamed the Raſhneſs of his Vow, and highly 
condemned his unnatural Attempt ? O what cruel Af- 


flidlions doth many a Rigbteom Perſon undergo, and how 


great are the Evils which a Wicked Man 1s often the 
Cauſe of ! EY Ep 

On the Third Day after the intended Sacrifice, 
above treated of, the worthy Abdo/mutalib (whoſe 
Mind was now ſomewhat more at Eaſe from thoſe 
inſupportable Convulſions, wherewith that Tragical 
Circumſtance had racked his Soul) ſet forwards to- 
wards the Place he had been adviſed to repair to by 
the prudent Hrama, who was a very notable, ſage and 


am mw. 
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4) Here we can but gueſs who he means. . 
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learned Perſon. He was accompanied in that Jounney 
by Eighty gallant Cavaliers, all of them Men of er 
traordinary Worth and high Extraction, being his on 
near Relations; and were, every one of them, unger 
2 deep Concern for the Troubles and Misfortunes of 
their Chieftain; but what moſt of all moved them! 
was, The imminent Danger his Son's Life lay under; 
whom they left at Mecca, not being willing to take 
him along with them. | „„ 
When they were at their Journey's End, and had Ml «+: 
arrived at the Habitation of the ſaid Wiſe Woman, 7 
they were introduced into her Preſence ; where, after II «// 
many Compliments and Civilities had paſs'd on both 
Sides, they liberally preſented her with ſeveral Jewels I V 
and Things of Value, with abundance of Promiſes of I to: 
a much more conſiderable Gtatification, which eachof I ©: 
the Gueſts ſeparately offered, and engaged to, ſee per; I th 
formed, if, by any Method, ſhe could put them ina 18 
Way of obtaining what they ſought for; acquainting I *! 
her, at the ſame Time, with the whole Affair. She I an 
gave them a very courteous Reception, calling them her . 
Brothers, and, with great Sincerity, returned them this IJ 
Anſwer ; That they ſhould take Courage; that they ſhould I ®: 
have no Cauſe to repent their Trouble in coming thither ; | © 
for that, with the Aſſiſtance of the Almighty, ſhe woul 


ſet them intirely at Eaſe, and expound every Point con- J 
cerning which they made Inquiry, the very next Morning. | © 
They having taken their Leaves, departed, and I 
paſſed that Night in great Expectation of the Reſult 
of that her Promiſe; and no ſooner'the Day appeared, 
but they went to her again; who, after mutual Salu- 
tations, ſaid to them; Moſt noble and ſele Company! 
Lords of the higheſt Degree! Inhabitants of the Manſion 
of certain Pardon! Return in Peace © Rejoyce and be 
glad; ever truſting in God's Bounty and Clemency, who, 
from His munificent Hand, will grant you a bappy De- 
lroeryout of all your Troubles. 1 
45 to this obligatory Sacrifice in which you are engaged, Y 
ny Anſwer is, That, in order tg its being compleatly 5 
| 0 C0 2 
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compliſhed, and may remain deficient ia no one Reſpec, 
you muſt provide a great Number of Camels, and convey 
them to the Place appointed for the Sacrifice, together 
wih the Youth in Yueſtion: Then ſeparating Ten of 
thoſe Camels from ahe reſt, caſl Lots between the Touth 
and them; and if the Lot again falleth upon the Child, 
jet them afide, and take Ten more, and ſo more, ſtill con- 
tinwing to caſt the Lot, till it ſhall fall upon the Camels; 
when, taking all thoſe Camels which ſhall have been ſo ſet 
opart, cut their Throats, and offer them up for Victims 
to the Lord, who, ve Hs of thoſe Creatures, will 

Muredly be ſatisſied and appeaſed. - ee 
Upon ef they took mw their Leaves of this good 
Woman, and very joyfully departed in order to re- 
turn to Mecca. Some of the Company haſtened on 
before the reſt to comfort Fatima with the good News 
they brought, and to put her in Hopes of ſaving her 
Son. As Abdolmutalib and the reſt approached, Abd- 
allah, with his Nine Brothers went out to meet them 
and Abdallah, addreſſing himſelf to his Father, faid 
It grieveth me to the very Soul, Sir, to ſee all this 
Trouble you put yourſelf to; I for, my Part, ſhall be very 
well ſatzsfied if you proceed as you at firſt intended, and 
comply with the Divine Decree. But let me Know, I be- 
ſerch you, whether or no you have found any Remedy 
for your diſturbed Mind, or any Expedient which wh 4 
copable of ſetting your Heart at Eaſe, which is the Thing 
I moſt of all deſire. To which his Father, taking him 
in his Arms, and kiſſing him between the Eyes, made 
Anſwer; My darling Child ! Thou Foy of my Life! 1 
have found an Expedient of fulfilling my promiſed Sacri- 
fice at a leſs Expence than that of thy dear Life; which, 
tho' it will colt me part of my Subſtance, yet I ſhould think 
thy Redemption bought at a very cheap Rate, though I 
ſhould be obliged to purchaſe it with all I have in the 
World. The Experiment T intend to make, with the 
Permiſſion of the Moſt High God, to Morrow Morning, 
m thy Preſence and before a full Aſſembly of the 
| e. 
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People. Do what ever you pleaſe, Sir, replied the vir. 


tuous Vouth, I ſhall always be reſigned, and, in every 
| Reſpef, obedient to your Commands. 12 


As he ſpake this, his Mother, who had never Al 
from weeping all that Interval, came to them, ber 


Face all miſerably torn and disfigured, and her Eyes 


almoſt ſwoln out of her Head with inceſſant Weeping, 
_ ſaying to her Husband; Take no Thought for any Loſs 
or Expence; for my Motber and I, between ws, have 4 
Thouſand Camels ready prepared for my Son's Ranſom, al 
which you are at Liberty to maſte Victims of : And if the 
Almighty flill requireth more, we will ſupply the Defed 
with Oxen, Cows, Sheep, &c. And if yet more is requi- 


red, I'll willingly undertake plentifully to entertain all the] 
Pilerims who reſort to the Holy Temple, at my own Coſts) 


and Charges: And if ſtill this is not enough, we will 
freely beſtow all our Treaſure, our Fewels, our Orrs. 
ments, our Gold and our Silver, both wrought and un- 
wrought : And ſtill, if all this is not ſufficient, my Reli 
tions have ordered me to acquaint you, that they art 
ready to depoſite, towards my Child's Redemption, Camels, 
Gold, &c. But if, after all, we are ftill deficient, | 
my-ſelf will go a Begging for the reſt into Foreign Coun. 
tries: I'll wander through all Arabia and Syria: [1 
implore the Aid of the Roman Prelates ; nay, Ill 90 
from one End of the Univerſe to the other, rather that 
fail. But if all this is too little, and His Divine Majeſly 


will be appeaſed with nothing but my Son's Life, why then, 


Praiſed be His Name, and let His Sacred Will be fulfilled: 
To * Judgment 1 ſubmit my. ſelf, and make my 4 

eal. We 
F Abdolmutalib returned her this Anſwer ; Jon obly' 
me exceedingly, and give me a very great Conſolatio 
with theſe liberal Offers you ſo generouſly make me: But 
I rruft in the Lord, that my own Stock will be ſufficient, 
without my having any Occaſion to meddle with any Fa"! 
of yours. And he forthwith ſent away Orders to his 
Servants, who had the Care of his Droves of Came" 


Cows; 


” 
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Flocks of Sheep and Goats he had at Paſture, both 
in the Mountains, and on the Plains, that they ſhould 


drive them home, to be ready at Hand at the appoint- 
ed Time, I vi 8 8 

When the Morning came, and every Thing, (as 
Cords, c.) being in a Readineſs, he took his Weapon in 


his Hand, and, with his Son Abdallah marching before 


him, he went to the ſpacious Square before the Tem- 


ple, which was the Place appointed to pertorm that 
Oblation to the Lord; where he found a vaſt Con- 
courſe of the People waiting, with an innumerable 
Multitudeof Camels and other Cattle, ſtanding ready. 
The firſt Thing he did, he took hold of his pious 


Child, and; laying him down upon the Ground, with 


2 determined Courage and Reſolution, he faſt bound 
his Hands and his Feet; after which, he cauſed Ten 
Camels to be tied likewiſe, and to be placed behind 


his Son: And then going into the Temple, he went 


up to the holy Rails, and laying his two Hands upon 


them, he, in an audible Voice, called upon his Crea- 
tor in theſe Words; Lord ! what I am about to offer up 


unto thee, is thy juſt Dae, and an indiſpenſible Obligation 
Thy Judgment and Sentence is right and equitable, and 
muſt, of Neceſſity, be fulfilled and complied withal , for 


there is no contradifling thy incomprehenſible Decrees. 
Lord! the Servant is thy Servant, the Wealth is thy 


Wealth, and the Cattle are thy Creatures] If thou re- 
quireſt the Servant, be is here, with all Humility and Re- 


nation, ready prepared: If thou wilt be ſatisfied with 


theſe other Vittims, I only wait to obſerve thy Will, and 


o obey thy Command. 


When he had ſaid this, he inſtantly ordered the Lots 
to be caſt, as before, and it fell again upon Aub; 
upon which, Ten Camels more were brought and made 
faſt with the firſt Ten: Then the Lots were caſt th 
ſecond Time, which fell again upon Abdallub ; upon 
which, Ten other Camels were added to the Twenty, 
which made the Number Thirty: And the caſting ti: 
Cc Tots 
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Cows, Cc. and to his Shepherds who looked to the 


j 
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Lots ſtill go.ng on, and the fatal Lot always falling. 
upon abd.lah, Ten more were added, and after then 
Ten others, which made Fiity : And they {till contis 


nuing as they had begun, and the cruel Lot, at e 


Caſt, running its uſual Way, the Number was now 
increaſed to Ninety. 


The zealous Youth, notwithſtanding he lay boug b 


Hand and Foot, upon the Ground, could not avoid 
being ſomewbat moved, and called out aloud, i 
theſe Terms; How long do you vainly pretend to ſpent $ 
your Time 70 10 Purpoſe ? Caſt away thoſe tri fling 


Lots into the Air; for I am quite ſcandalized and aſha: 


med to ſee, that, 7 contrary to all Right or Reaſon, you 
perſiſt in contradifling the Almighty's Ordinances F 1 


fee the Merit of my voluntary Reſignation diminiſhed, and 
my Obedience vilified ! You make my Services unaccept. 


able, and, in the End, you will render them deſpicable}. 
I: becometh not the Servant to be remiſs in bis Duty, 
nor to be over. aſured; nor, if bis Lord requireth one 
Thing, to perſiſt obſinate! y and contumacioufly in atting 
the quite contrary ! Since, therefore, you are ſo plainly, 
convinced how much you are in the wrong, come hither 
(unleſs you intend to perſevere in your Diſobedience) 
and put an End to what you have undertaken in doing 


whic), you will acquit your Jelf of the Debt the Lord re- 
auireth at your Hands. 


At theſe Words there was heard a very great Mur- 
muring, with a confuſed Noiſe of Outcries, Weeping, 


and Complaints, from every Part of that ſpacious 
Place: And the good Abdo/muta/ib, ftill firmly fixed 


in his pious Intent, replies, He who continueth inc: 
 fartly knocking ot the ſame Door, may rationally hope to 

be beard, and p:tied at loft. And having once more 
caſt the Lot, and the Camels being now increaſed to 
the equal Number of One hundred; he, lifting up 
bis Countenance towards Heaven, ſpake thus; O moſt 
Soueraign Monarch ! O Kirg of the ſupreme Throne | ö 


Arbiter of al Things, and Diſtributer 1 all Mertcies! 


Receive, I inflore thee, this Expiation ] offer thee! I 
intreat 


i 
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intreat thee, for the Sake of this radiant Light, be. 
with thou haſt been pleaſed to illuſtrate and to ennoble 
as; which Light was created * long before thou didit 
create Humane Species, deſcending, in an uninterrupted 
Line, upon the pureſt, moſt honourable, and moſt ve ne- 
rable Worthies, till, out of thy immenſe and unſearch- 
able Knowledge, thou didſt recommend it to us, and de- 
livered it into our Poſſeſſion ; for the precious Sake and 
Merits whereof, I now implore thy Divine Aſſiſtance and 
Protection. 5 „ 
Having ſaid thus, he, with Shews of a deep Con- 
cern, (ſtill invoking the Almighty's Name) ordered 
the Lots to be caſt again; and, at the ſame Time, the 
whole Aſſembly, I mean thoſe whoſe Breaſts were 
filled with Righteouſneſs and Integrity, interceded, 
and ſincerely beſought the munificent Creator, that he 
would graciouſly be appeaſed, and contented with the 
offered Victims. on > ed 
The Incomprehenſible and All-powerful Monarch, 
who, out of His impenetrable Wiſdom, frequently re- 
duceth thoſe His Servants whom He beſt loveth, to the 
greateſt Streights, nay, even 'till they are at the very 
laſt Extremity, and all for their Good, and future Fe- 
licity; by which He giveth the Mortals, who inhabit 
this World, to underſtand, that His merciful Hand 
hath created them out of a Compoſition ſo very pure 
and refined, that (provided they will but uſe their ut- 
moſt Endeavours) they may eaſily get the better of 
all Sorts of Temptations, and bring them under their 
Yoke : And when the Lord hath made a ſufficient 
Tryal of their Integrity, and is ſenſible that their 
Hearts are Proof againſt ever being induced to com- 
mit any Crimes to render them worthy of His Diſ- 
pleaſure ; it is then that His Divinity beſtoweth upon 
the Sons of Adam, the moſt glorious Rewards for all their 
Sufferings; but Kill conſidering, that thoſe whom He 
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is pleaſed to afflict, are Men, and conſequently. una 
to endure all He could inflict upon them; for the 
paſſionate Creator never inflicketh more upon am of A 
Creatures, than what is anſwerable to the Strength A 


| bath given them where-withal to ſupport it. 8 


n 


So it happened with thoſe righteous Perſons we are 
treating of, who, being firmly determined to accom 


pliſh their Sacrifice, had Relief ſent them from * 


powerful Hand of the Almighty, when they leaſt of 
all expected it: For the Lots being now caſt, it fell 


upon the Camels; which happy Turn made many 
Hearts rejoyce ; and, at the ſame Time, a Voice 
was heard to reſound within the Holy Temple, (the 
moſt joy ful Sound that ever was heard upon Earth) 


ſaying, It zs received. Ihe Expiation and Redemption, 


inſtead of my due Viflim, is accepted; and the Time is nom 


near at Hand in which the ſo-long: wiſhed for Mahomet 2 
19 come forth to rejoice the World! Which Words the 
Voice had no ſooner pronounced, but the Rays of the 
reſplendent Light ſhone ſo tranſcendently bright from 


the Forehead of 45da//ah, that both the Heavens and 


the Earth were illuminated therewith, 5 
Who can expreſs the Extremity of Joy, and the 


numberleſs Praiſes and Glorifications given to the 
Lord's moſt ſacred Name, by all the People (I mean 


the Good) when they beheld that happy Turn of 


Chance, which was ardently hoped for by ſo many; 
and when they heard the Voice pronounce ſuch bleſſed 
Tydings, ſome ran with the utmoſt Speed and Dili- 
gence to untie the Child's Bands; and others, in the 
greateſt and moſt precipitate Vehemence, haſted away, 
in order to flaughter the Camels, which had heen ſet 
apart for that Purpoſe, meeting, joſtling, throwing . 
Gown, and ſtumbling over one another in a joyful 


and diverting Contution, 
Hove a little Patience, cry'd out Abdolmutalib to 
them ; be quiet a fer Moments longer: Who knoweth 
ht thut there miy be ſom? Miſtake in the Lots © For, 
fecing it bath fallen already Ten ſucceſſroe Times upon 
my 


27:00 2 


Gain, nay, if it is an hundred Times; for tue ſhould be 
inexcuſable, if we ſhould offer to proceed but upon a 
very ſure Foundation; - 


The People being ſenſible that what he ſpoke was 
found and reaſonable, immediately deſiſted, and the 
Lots were caſt again, and again, Four Times in all, 
and every Time it fell upon the Camels; fo that be- 


ing now fully confirmed that the Lord was intirely 
appeaſed, and that the Offering was become accept- 


able in his Sight, they prevented Abdolmutalib from 


making any farther Trials, as he would fain have 
done, and went and lifted up that Pattern of Patience 
and Humility, the illuſtrious Abdallah, whilſt his Nin 


Brothers ran and unty'd the Cords wherewith he was 


bound, His tender Mother ran to him, and, taking 


him in her Arms, almoſt ſmothered him with affecti- 


onate Kiſſes and Embraces, giving to the Almighty 
an Infinity of Praiſes and Thankſpivings, for having 
ſo graciouſly delivered him; nor was there, among al 
that Multitude, ſcarce one Man or Woman but what. 
gave him a joyful Embrace, and would have con- 


veyed him home away from that Place, which had 
like to have been fo fatal to him: But his Father 
would not permit it, ſaying, Let him alone; for I 


think it convenient, that be ſhould be preſent at this 


Expiation Offering. And fo, in his Preſence, ' the 
Throats of the Hundred Camels were immediately 
cut, and, being divided into equal Portions, Abdolmu · 
talib gave Orders, that the Pieces ſhould be diftriby- 


ted among all the Aſſembly, to every one a like Por- 
tion; to Relations, Friends and Strangers, to Rich 
and Poor, Pilgrims, Paſſengers, Sick and Afflicted, 
to all an equal Share; caſting many Pieces to the 
Birds of Prey, and to four- footed Beaſts who eat Fleſh, 
that all alike might partake of that Sacrifice. After 
winch Abdo/mutalih, and his Family, returned to Hab 

ä | abi- 
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my Son, it is not juſt that One fingle Ciſt ſhould be 
thought ſufficient to counterpaize what bath been gan- 
firmed by Ten, one after another. Let w caſt the Lots 
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Habitation, giving Glory to their Creator, who lad 


| bappily delivered them from that great Affliction.” A 
| \a 1 CEE 2 * | 4 | AR 
| de EN Def theFnſt Vo Lu E.. 


N. B. The Seaſon of the Year being ſo fart 
advanced, I had not Time to finiſh the whole 
Tranſlation of this Work; but if what I here 
offer to the Publick, be thought Worthy of their 
Acceptance, the Second Volume {hall follow 

with -all convenient ſpeed. Which will con- 
_ tain, I. Some Remarks upon the Lives of Haſhem 
and Abadolmatalib, with the Continuation of the 
Life of Abdallah, Mahomet's Father. II. The 
Birth, Qualities, Excellencies, Life, Death and 


| Burial of Mahomet, with a notable Account of 
1 his Journey to Heaven; of the Alcoran, and 


1 many other Things worth Notice. III. Their 

| Rites, E9c. And a large and very remarkable De- 
{cription of the Laſt Day. IV. Of their Lunar 
Year, with the particular Feſtivals, Faſts, Holy 

' days, Devotions, Ceremonies, £9. the Mahometans 
1 uſe throughout the whole Year; with ſeveral 

| Other Curioſities, treated of by no European 

| Writers, V. Notable Maxims, Sayings, Ob- 
[ ſervations, Oc. collected out of the beſt Orien- 
tal Authors, never before in Exgliſb. . 
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